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SE R M O N I. 

Of the Liberty of Moral Agents. 



St- JOH. yiii. 32. 

y^^ ye jhall know the Truthy and 

the Truth pall make you Free, 

I HE Evangelift, in the f(»c-SiRM^ 
going part of this Chapter, I- 
having recorded • a large pif- '-"""^ 
courfe of our Saviour's con- 
cerning his being the "Light 
*/" the Worldy or, the Teacher cf true 
Religion^ ver. 12 j concerning the Tefti- 
mony he. bore of bitnfelf hy the Nature 
..Vol. m. B and 
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2 Of the LiBerty 

S « R M. and Tendency o£ his DoSrim i and tS* 
•• Teftimony tbe Father bore of him, hy hi^ 
^•'"""^^ nueaculoufi Wct-ks^ tot. 14. and 18 y con- 
eeming hi» Difartwi b« of the World, 
and the Realm of die Jevt re&fiflg to lie- 
lieve on him, ver, 21 and 23 j concerning 
dl» BXMOTr of his Death, and the great 
Succefi wherewith the Gofpel flioidA af.. 
terward be propa^ted, ver, 28 j The R-- 
vangelift,, I iay, having at large recorded 
thefc Dtfioarfii of our SavioUi!, pracead^ 
in the next pfece to relate the Eff'eB thefc 
Difcowfes had upon- tfce People, ver. 30 > 
Al he Jpale ibe/i Wards, mtay believei m : 
him: Namely, Upon Jejuii foretelling 
feveral Things that were to happen to 
Hhnfelf an4 to the Natio« of the ^evu, 
many thai heard him were di^c^ed to 
conlider and compare what they liaci 
Imown and- heard of him before j and be- 
ing pervaded that he \ras iPeribn &nt 
frcni 6od, they dedared tibac they •wmild 
become his Dilciples. But Jefiis, know- 
ing who theie Converts were, and that 
their Faith was not firm and - well-ground' 
ed^ and that with thofe new Difi:q>le» 
many alib of the unbelieving ^ewi hypo, 
critically joyned themTelves, with. imoDC 
to 
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of Moral Agents. 3 

to take feme private Opportunity of «/-Se»m. 
limg him ; as appears bora the Mowing I- 
part of the Hiftory: He fiid unto them, ^''~*'>' 
ver. 31. ij^jij continue in mj Wwi, then 
<»•< yt my Difitphs indted; If ye will be 
truly my Difciples, ye mnft not only 
profefi by a fcdden perfwafion to be con- 
vinced of the Truth of what 1 %, but 
ye muft fo retain and fteddily adhere to 
my Doftrine, as to cohibrm your lives 
and ftaaifa therctoj If ye condnue in 
my WorJ, then tre ye my Difdflii indeed. 
And then he adds in the Words of the 
Tea; And ye jhall Inm the Truth, at4 
tbt Trutb Jbatl mike ym Free. The 
aieaaiDg is, And by fiich Praajfc, you 
wffl condnuaU; attain a more and more 
perfijft Kmwiedge of the Truth; and 
That KnraMge will fecure to you the 
gMteft and maft defiable Freedem in the 
World. 

TuAThyTnab in the JV«» tefiament, 
K meant the general Doftrine of the Go- 
(fA revealed to us by Chrift, I fuppofe 
needs not any particular Proof ii) this 
fiaoe. That continuing in the Pra(^liie of 
Chad's Commandments, and iinccrely 
(adenroadag to obey the Will of Qod, is 
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4- 0/ the Liberty 

S E R M. one of die beft and greateft Helps to en- 
I* able a man to underfland per&dly, the 
^•^'^^'^ Truth and Reafonabknefsy the NecefityvmA 
Excellency of die Do(arine of the.Gofpel j 
is alfo fufficicntly evident, without fiuthcr 
Explication at This Time. The only 
Difficulty in the Wordfi of the Text, ifi 
the Senfc of that latter part, jind the Truth 
Jhall make you Free. For what Relation 
there is between Truth in the' XJnderftandr 
ing and Liberty in the ARionu ckws not 
appear at firft fight : And 'tis ftUl in the 
reading of Scripture as great a Paradox: 
to f(Hne Chriftians at This day, as . it 
feem«i to be to the Jews at the time 
when it was ^ken ; that it ihould be 
&id of &dh Perfens as had iwver- been 
Slaves^ that the Tnith fhould make them 
Free. The Explication is given by our 
Saviour in the Wwds fellonring the Text ; 
and yet given b liich a manner, as ^ nof 
to appear but , to thbfe who read?. with 
Attention. Fot the Jews, when our Sa- 
viour had f^ken thefe Words, The iTnah 
Jhall make you Free, taking thtimiin the 
grois and literal Senie, replied, *.'Ver>,3 j; 
We be Abrahams Seed; we hav4 teyl)^ 
cent a- natural Right to Fr^onr/. ics^ 
voere 
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gJ Moral Agents. 5" 

imrt never in bondage to any taaa^ HowStRV, 
Jajtfl thou tbeny Te puttt be made Free? I- 
Upon This, our Lord opens to- them the'^-'''^''^ 
true Senfe of the Words, ver. 34. Verihj- 
1 fsy unto you, Wbojoever cemmttetb Sin, 
is the Servant of Sin. Which is tt> iay : 
Y« hncy^ becau^ with refpcft to Bodiiy 
Service ye are not in bondage to any 
man, tiat diere^MV ye are really Free 
men. But ftiralinuch as to whomfoever 
men yield tbemjehes Jervants to obey, bit 
Servants they are to whom tbey obey ; and 
<f wbemjoever a man it overcome, of the 
fame is be brought in bondage^ therefore. 
To long as you continue in your Sins, you 
ate as leally Slaves, as any perlbn that is 
in bondage to die ievetdl: Mafter ; Foe 
diere cuuiot be a greater Slave, than he 
who is undCT the Power and Dominicm 
ef- unrealbnable Lu^. This is the evi- 
dent meaning of diat expreflion ; Wboji' 
ever committetb Sin ; not by inadvertency 
or liirprize, not by miftake or fudden in- 
curfion; but deliberately and habitually, as 
was die Cafe of diofe Jews our Saviour dtf- 
courfed with j -whomever fo committetb Sin^ 
is the Servant of Sift. And This will iHu- 
iliate the meaning of that more difficult 
-B 3 patTage, 
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SiRM.paiSge, which fidlows immediatdy hi the 
I* ntxt words, vcr, 35. And the Servant a- 
^^'^'^iuletb mt in tbeHoufe fir evert but the 
Son ahidetbfir ever : If the Sm therefore 
Jball make you Free^ ye fftall be Free sn- 
deed. I know indeed, iays our Lord, tb^ 
you efteem yourfelves hi^y, upon your 
belffligifig to the Family And Houfe of 
God, which was ia& fet in order by Mo- 
fes \ and that afxm this ateoiint you will 
claim to yourfclves even That fpiritnal 
Freedom, whereof I ara now fpeaking. 
But, let me afliire you, neither is that 
privily you boaft of, your being the pe- 
culiar peopk of God, fuffident of itfetf 
- to g^ve you real Freedom from ihe Do. 
minion and Guilt of ^} ndtfaer, if it 
could, was the Authority of h^Jes intend- 
ed to continue always, but ca^ ibr a 
Time, like that of a Sertaiff, and to give 
place at length tg the Authori^ c^ the 
Softt whoie Goveramoit in God's bouie 
is to continue for ever. Wherefore the 
only meiuu, by which you can preftrve 
to yourielves the Privilege of God's pe- 
culiar Family, and obtain a per&£t Free- 
dom fr<Hn the Slavery of Sin, is, that ye 
fiibmit to the Authoti^ of the Son who 
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is now come into dw Worid, and fliatfisRu. 
^e continue in Obetfence to his Do&ine ^fl^. 
find GoTcmment. ^he Servant abidetb 
nee in the Houfi fv ever ■: but the Sm 
abidetb fir ever : If Ae Son tberefire JbaU 
may you Pra, ye JbaU be Free imiee4* 

T H E Defign and Meaning dE otr^ 
'viour's whde IXfcourie being thus cc- 
|)buned, the Bovine cmtained in die 
W<Htls <£ the Text, jqjpcars cvidendy to 
•be This; That die religious Hefiraiiits 
laid upon men l)/ £he Golpel are really 
-and tnily the greateft Liberty \ and the 
"Service of GoJ^ die -JXid&i perfe& Freedom : 
If ye -continue in my Word,, then ore ye my 
Difiipks indeed: And ye JhtUl know .the 
Truth, and tbeTruib JbaU make you Free. 

LI'Bl&WtT, S^ «nen are (enfibte, is 
4 Jewel x& inef&nable Vdne j and dierc- 
-fbre there is nothing more eamt^y tx 
more juftly «txitaided ^^ ^jod^ng more 
-nnivetii^ly or onoie leafiuiably defired. 
But, ^'! Afi Children lare often -eagerly 
-defirous of what they 'do not pnderfta^d, 
and know not when th^ are in Po0e0ion 
«f what they defire, but are put dfF and 
|Aeafed with fidfe refemblances of things, 
:aad hdd &it fbmediing really contrary 
B 4 to 
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SiRM.to.wiiflt. lAoj :^uik 4u^ 4i«s ibnd of: 

^' So, in Thisiparticdar, .flXf«. themfclv^6> 

^^^^'^even Wife xoen and Learned, tho Hich 

;and the Potent,. the cunnit^and the mp^ 

ienfihle in other Afiairs, arc very freipenjtly 
impo&d upon, ( I ihonid ixjy impole i^on 
thon&lves,) and love to be deceived, ^and 
take pains , to abufe thcip pwn Underfl^ind- 
jngs i and, while they love- Liberty above. all 
things, embrace Slavery. . in the;ftead thereof s 
Ihutting .their Eyes, and caUing things by 
falfe Names, and ftiling Bondage LJbqty, 
and Liberty Bon<fe^e. , Fpr \rfiUc All qjen 
"contend for Liberty,, wherein- do^s ih& great- 
er part of the World iniagi'ne true Liberty 
.to confift i Moil men ieem to place it-, in 
being allowed to let loofe -the Reins to afl 
their A{^ute.s .and FailioiH' \yithout con- 
troul ; tp be unda- no r^Mnt eitho; irom 
.]the Liaws.of Men, or irom the.Fear of God. 
Princes generally thinly it ,to (Cop^ in 
liavine the. f'ower of tj^nnjzing, ovct the 
multitude of their .Subjeils, fuid iacrifiijiog 
the commpn Rights .acd; Properties , of 
■Mankind .to, their ;0\¥n.'J^gle and ipirca^ 
fonable Ambition. The common. Peppk, 
are apt to place it in unbolind^d LJcwi- 
tioufnefe, and having no. fuperiour but 
the 
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of Moral Agents, • p 

the Humour of the Multitude. The O-Smif. 
■vetmu per/on would gladly be allowed to ^* 
increafe his Treafure by fome ftjortcr fteps '■'*^ 
than thofb of boneft Induflry and patient 
liibour. The Debauchee thinks no Chains 
more troablefom, than, thoie which would 
confine his Pkafiires from inegularity and 
exoe& And c^l how trappy would the 
revengeful Jprit be; , might he but Imve 
Ijl)erty to &^sfy his MallcCy without pre- 
feot -Sh^une or -.figure Danger! This, 'tis 
to. be feared, is the Notion too great a 
part .of Mankind have of liberty. And 
what a Liberty is This ? Is h not like the 
Libetty a Madman delire^, of being per- 
mitted to de(h:6y himfelf F Is it any thing 
more, than a Liberty to chufe the wotft 
of . Slaveries , . and to exchange the Go- 
yainBcnl 6f a moA repibnable Mafter» 
fi)r that of the yoift and cruellcft Ty- 
rant ?, Fear, ?fci<tf -docs the ^mldtmi Prince 
\x the Licfntim Maititude; what does 
the. Covetous, and Rtvettgefu/i or the Ve- 
baucbed _8imer ; hat only djufe to be a 
Serront to Pqffion, inftead of a Follower 
of Right Reafon? What is it that makes 
a Beaji be a Creature of lefs Liberty than 
jl^», but only di^ its natural Appetites 
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lo -Of the Liberty 

S E R M. more ncceiErfly govern all its A^oni^ 
^ find that it is not indued with a FacuUjr 
^'^ of Reafoiv whereby Ko exert itfclf, and 
gain a Power or Liberty of over-ruling 
thofe Appetites ? For if the true Ijberty 
of a Moral Agent does not principally 
cpnfift in the Power of ovcr-4iiling fudi 
Appetites j wherein lies Ac Excell^cy of 
humane Nature at all, above the infe- 
riour Creadon? Or what fiipericHity has 
Man above the Beafls that perifli. In any . 
Moral regard ; if his greater Knowted^ 
and UnderftatKllng ferves cnily to make 
him ^ and be fenfible of his Sut^e^on 
to thcde lower Appetites, which the other 
Creatures are natwally fubje^t: to, widv 
out being fenfible or having any uneafy 
Reflei^ons that they are fi> ? Is not the 
Di&rence, in fiich a Cafe, This ot^« 
that the Man is really the greater -Stavep 
xn- has the lefi Liberty (^ the Two, be- 
xsak He only is by his Reaibn capable o£ 
underilaflding that he wants it? If a 
man's Body be under confinerttent, or be 
be impotent in his Limbs, he ■ is then 
deprived of his ^jfy Ubcrty : And for 
ihc iame Reafon, if his Mmk be blinded 
by fottifh EirorS, and his Reafen ovcr- 
nQed 
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of Moral Agmii. 1 1 

nded "by vioUnt Pa£ons j is not TfaUSK«ir. 
Ukemfe plcdnly u gro^ a SUvery and ds ^* 
Oiie i Confinoncnt ? For, ta vihsmfoevfr ^^^^^ 
tnen yield tbemfelves fervants to ohy, (as 
the Apc^Ue eiKellently expr^fes it,) are 
they not bis Jervants to whom tbey a^, 
Rom. vi. i6. and of 'wbomfxver a man it 
(foercomej of the fame alio i$ be not brought 
in bondage^ 2 Pet il 19 ? 

But here it is obvious fi* the Liber- 
tine to reply, that he has no Notion of 
the Savery wc fpeak of, nor is at all fcn- 
iible that he is under any Rdbaint : For 
wfcirf greater Liberty can a man have, than 
to do what he {^ea&s ? or what can he 
defire mere, dnn to do what he wills 
without omtKHil? I anfwo-: This is in- 
deed the True De&iidcm of mere pbyfical 
or natural Liberty 1 that i& to %, of That 
Liberty whidi is common to Muxi with 
every living Creature^ with the iarageft 
Lyoi, and with the mcaneft Infeit For 
Tbey alfo do what they vrill, and go and 
come 38 they pkafc, and fdlow the In- 
ftinft, wd grat^ ail the Appetites of Na- 
ture. But the Liberty of a Moral Agent 
and of a rational Being, implies fomc- 
diing more. It implies a Liberty of do- 
ing 
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S«*M.ing what is Right; a. Freedom of Tieark- 
^^J* ning to what Reafbn diifiateS, and a Pbwer 
^^^"^^of executing what the unjwqudiced and 
nnproved U/uh-^antSjig yid^ to be fa-, 
£t and reafonablc, fit for Him who is a 
cational Peifon, fit fcM* aay Otlxr rational 
FerTon in His place, to do. And /£» Li- 
berty the Senfual perfon parts with ; and 
fuffers himfdf to be captivated, agatnfi 
his Reaibn, by tlie Law of Sin. 

The Licentious SinriO" will ilill reply j 
He is not fenjibk of any fuch Optivity, 
or any; Slavery he is under ; He gives h]ni- 
ielf his fiill Liboty to do what he thinks 
fit; and greater Freedom than This how- 
can he ddire ? But the Anfwer to This 
Fallacy is evident. For as a Man while 
he fleeps in his Prifon, is not fenfiWe 
of his. Confinement, -and yet continues' 
confined : Or a Madman imagines the 
Room he is ihut up in to be as ijsa- 
aous as the World; ami yet receives no 
inlargement :■ Or an Idiot embraces and 
admires his Chain as. the brighteft Orna- 
ment, and y&. it continues a Chain : So 
the vitious Libertine, while his Eyes- are 
blinded with Ignorance and Prejudice, his 
Updo^anding darkned with falie ''Rfpre^ 
ientations. 
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fentatioos, and his Will bribed' perpetu-SE ru. 
ally with decdtfiil Allurements j while he ■'• 
loves the Dominion of Sin, and takes plca^^^^^ 
iure in the Praiftife of Ujjri^teoufiiels, 
and -filcncxs. the. Voice of Reafon and 
Conidcnce; he fancies him&lf Mailer of 
the moll unbounded Liberty, ami yet at 
the fame dme -is really in boi^ge to the 
mofl unreafonaUe .Service. The Scrip- 
ture defi^ribes this State by, a zncA elcr 
gant finiiUtude, of mois being Dead in 
^refpafes and Sim^ Eph. ii.. J, 5. by thek 
beii^ enclofed in the Snare of tbe^ Devih 
and taken cajAive . by him at bis jyUli 
2. Tim. ii. 26. by .their being Sreaght int9 
Captivity fa the. Law of Sin^ Rom. vii, 23, 
By the Hiftory of SamfiMy who, after 
many repeatoi infaks, yet would not fee 
die Bondage he was in, till- his Strength 
was departed icam him: And by the de-^ 
fcription of a foolifh young man led away 
with the intioements of a fhange Wo* 
aiai, Prvu. vii. 21. With- her much fair 
Speech Jhe catifed him to yields with the 
pattering of her Ups Jhe forced him. Hg 
goeth after her ftrattimy, as an Ox goetb 
to the Slaughter, or as a Fcol to the Cor- 
rt&icn -of the Stocks ; "tiil a ■ dart frikf 
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SxRM.tbnugb bis liver, as a Bird be^etb to the 
^- fnare^ 4md btowetb mt that it is for his 
"'^'Life. 

But This, is acA gemrajfy the Caie of 
Sinnen. More ufualfy^ they not only an 
in Capriv^ty to Sin, hot feel a^b and know 
themfelves tp be £>>. and yet have not 
Courage to a0eit their I^jerty. Their 
lUafon i» over^culed } and thdr Paffiont 
govern them, even 4^m^ tbdr Judgniaie. 
Wbidi, in a %arative ienle, is exa^y 
what Sokmm literally complained of, £1:- 
ckf X.J, J have Jeen Servants upon Hrfes^ 
and Princes walking as Servants t^m the 
Earth. When ^afm^ whidi ou^ to 
govern^ is. thus dabrenedi and the Fear of 
God, and all 6en& of Retigion laid aiide ; 
the man is then under the Dominion of his 
PaOions, as of many difagredng Maflecs 
to be fcrved at once ; and lus Heart is &(r 
the trailed Sea, lohen itcmnot refl^ iiAofi 
Waters cq/l up ndre and dirt, IC Ivii. 20; 
He is tc^d to and fro with impotent and 
impatient Defres^ torn in {ucces with ea-. 
g^r and impetuous jifpetttes^ pu{ht on by 
unmly and exorbitant ^'eSims^ tomient- 
ed with vain and dilappointii^ H<^s^ and 
as often with grouadlG& fx too well-, 
grounded 
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gnHinded ¥ears \ confiuned with Ewuy\ 5 1 k u^ 
«• fwdlfid with Pride i raging with yfy- ^■ 
gtr, cff xnxious after Revenge. This is^'^^^ 
the thnddom of man enfkved to Sin ; 
and ff^ JhaU Mher Urn from the Bodf 
ff this_ Death ? The Scr^re dcicribes 
the miierable . flate of. firch Fctfons, by 
many degant ways of J^qiteflion : T^ 
1)1% us, that tfa^ arc Servmtt of Sin^ 
J(^, viiL 34^ ServatOs to vndeetmeft and 
to imfuityy Rom. vi. 19. and ServMts of 
Omuftim^ 2 Pet. iL 19. dut they cannst 
aafefrom Sin, z Pet. li. 14. that Sin hathpf.zU 13. 
Dmimm eroer tbem^ and reiffu in tbeir^^ '33- 
mirtd Bodies^ ^friiile they dAry ;'/ in the 
L^s thereby Ram.vi. 14. 12. That tho' 
in iktat nUnd tliey i^^irove the Law of 
God, yot they fie another law in thdc 
nan^i warring ^mnjl the law of their 
mndj and hri/^ittg ^acm in/o C(^ivity to 
the iaw (f Sin ; fo that they camm do the 
things that they wtw^, Rom. viL 22. aod 
Gal. T. 17. Tliat when at any time to 
•mU is prefer^ wiUt them, yet h(m toper- 
form that 'which is good they fnd mt ; 
Vor the good that they 'would, they do not; 
ha Hie evU which they vmld not, that 
theyJa, Ram. vii. 18. and ver. 15. That 
which 
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Se iU-wbicB they 7^, they aUow not; For what. 
^* they noouid; That Ja they- tat i tut •what 
^^^'^'^ they ' baiey .That they Jo. All which, is 
comprized -in One expre^e wwd in the 
verfc iOTCgoing, ver. 14. they are ^jS/ iID" 
dcrSin: That is, they have by long iU> 
h^its and . corrupt - pra^tife, as h w^re 
^veh 4^ themlHTCS', parked with their 
Lihertyi and jyifii^.theinielvfes ahfohitcly 
into the fianTf of the XJevil,- to ietaien. 
captive by him at bis.- fVill. The Pteafe. 
is twice ap[Ji6d in the Old Tefiament to 
Ahd), \ Kii^ xii. .21, 25. that he ^d- 
fell hititfilf to ivonk- Wiciednefs in the Sigi^ 
of- the. Lord. And tmie, to the whole 
people of ^rael j in tile da.ys of Hofea^ 
2 Kingi xvii. 17. that they fold tbm^hxs. 
to do evil. in tie Sight of the Lard; and 
in the days of u^titKhus, i A^cc. i. ij. 
that tfiey ivere fold ta do mfibief. 

An d now if this be the .C^ of haln- 
tual Sinners ; we may well afk concern- 
ing Liberty, in the words wherein yeA 
iobxrviii.put the C^icftion concerning mie JVifi- 
"■ dom i Where then Jhall Uberty be found ? 
and wbere is the piace of True Frecdran ? 
And the Anfwer may be returned in the 
jobxxviii.Wcffds of the lame excellent Author; Be- 
««■ 2 bold^ 
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beli. He Fear ef fie Lord,tbat «Free-Si«M. 
dom ; and to depart from EfOiL is Tme J^ 
Lib«y. ^ '^^ 

The True Liberty of a Rational and 
Moral .^en^ conl^ m his being ^kAt to 
follow right Reajbtt '■ onfy^ 'mth«ut Hio- 
drance or Reftniot It «onfiib in a dear 
unbiaHed Judgment, and in a Power" xif 
a6ing conformaUy thexsunto. M2n dicre- - 
fore is then Fref^ when his I^ajon is not 
awed by bafc Fears, nor Imbed by fbolifh 
aid fantaftkk Hepfs ; when ft is not tu- 
mtdtucfufly humed away by Lufis and 
Fajjam^ nor cheated and deluded by falie 
Appearances of prefent Good; but confi- 
ders impartiality and judges- -ioijely^ and 
ads effeSluaify and -mth Refohition, lliis 
is the liberty of a rational ./^ent j the 
Fteedom of a Man, of a Chiiftian, of an 
Angel. Not that in this prefent frajl ftatc, 
we can ever afhially arrive at fuch a per- 
fisft Freedom ; but diat by ftudybg and 
praftifing the TraA, the Troth of Na- 
ture and the Truth of Religion^ we may 
and ought continually more and more to 
afliert iuid improve our Freedom, fill at 
length we arrive at the g^<»ious Liberty 
ctf die children of God. 

Vol.. m. C Bu:^ 
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S.1RM; But hcfc the pro&ne Ubertint will 
**• aflc, as bcfisre ; Is it not a greater Liberty^ 

''^"^'^fOT him to follow ^fblutely his own Flea- 
fare, then to be under die diredion of 
the Laws of rig^ Reafon and Rdigton? 
I anlw^} It is by no means £> geeat a. 
Ijbertji;,: tFor when a man- follows, tna 
Reajen^ his Will is dire^d by its natural, 
and proper Motive^ which- is a right Un- 
doibuiding ; But when- he foUows what 
he calls Hs own Vkafure, his Will is thea 
directed by a &Ue and unnatural . Motive $. 
by £rror oJid Freju&ce, \i^ Objiinacy and 
fdfe .Jppearanees of Things. Now 'tis 
vny evident,, that what Jh^enty or Bonds^ 
«e to the ftatural Liberty of the Body^. 
that very £une diing is Igri»^atice or Paf. 
fim to the tmral Liberty of the Mind. 
AVlierefbre as the Body is then &ee,. whea 
it is moved by the Nalund Action of the 
Blood and Spirits,, and not by the Con- 
vulfive Motions and Violence c^ a Di&afe - 
fo the Mmd is then and dien only Frce^ 
when its Choice is direded- by the natural 
Motive of ri^t Reafoo, and not by the 
violent impetus of a blind and headilrong 
Paflion- 
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. This Argument may iivdio- be iUuf-SERu. | 
tiated in die foHowii^ manner. God ^- ! 

Himfelf is a Bcii^, as of all other Pcr-'^'V^ 
iedions. Ho particularly of the mdk per- 
fect 'and complete Liberty. Now His 
liberty confifls in this, that being inti- 
nUely Kjunvitig and infinitely Powerful, 
'tis impoflible he fliould ever be influenced 
by any Vkknce, or by iiny Deceit ; but his 
^U is always diredted by ^folute Right 
end Reajm tmfy : And This is what we 
vulgarly call, his being Necei3Eirily Ju^ 
and Goad. Not that 'Juftice and Goodnefs 
are A^^^^^^ar^ in.him by a phyiical, natu- 
ral and immediate Necejity., exclufive of 
Will and Choice, in the Jame Senfe as his 
Otmnprefence or Eternity is Neccflary ; 
(For then it would be no more proper to 
return him Thanks for the Exerdfe of his 
Juftice and Goodnefs, than for being Eter- 
nal or Ommprefent ; Which is manifeftly 
abfiird.) But the meaning of his being 
Neccffirily Juji and Good, is This only ; 
that the Uherty by which he always 
cboofes what is eternally and abiblutely 
rig^ and good, can never pofliUy be in- 
fiinged, no not in the leaft degree, by any 
Error or Paflion, by any Violence or by 
C 2 any 
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S E R M. any Deceit. Tlie Ubcrty of Marty there- 
^* forcj confifts pr<^xjrtionably in the very 

^^^ iame things j in his being free from all 
thcMfe £il& Biafles and corrupt ^cUnati- 
bns, which would caufc his Wil to dc^ 
dine from the Direflion of Right Rcafon. 
And where This Liberty is prefcrved by 
good men to any confiderable degree of 
Perfeiftion, there the Holy Ghoft is pleaf- 
ed to exprefe itfelf in frich manner even 
concerning Tlem alfo, as to affirm that 
they cannot fin^ i Joh. iii. 9. Which ex- 
preffion is therefore io kx fitan impljdng 
their having no Liberty of Will at all, as 
icme have vainly imagined; that on die 
contrary it fignifies their having their Li- 
berty fo perfeSl, in Imitation of God, as 
(abating the unavoidable infirmities of hu- 
man Nature) to be in no danger of being , 
biaffed or feduced. This is what our Sa- 
viour promifes in the Text, that if men 
will continue in his Word, then they Jhall 

Joh. viii. know tbe "Truth, and the Truth Jhall make 

3*- them J'ree. And it fufficiendy makes good 
the general Doflrine I at firft drew from 
the Words ; namely, that the Religious 
Reftraints laid upon men by die Go^, 
arc really and truly the greatefi Liberty 5 
and 
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and the Service of God^ ^e moll ferjeS^^ r m. 
Freedom. '• 

There are fomc other Senfes in Scrip-'"'^^ 
ture, of Ac Words Liberty and Bondage; 
which fcH- the iiiller underAanding of the 
Text, in which they are all diredly or In- 
difcifUy com{a%hended, de&rve briefly to be 
mentioned in this Place. 

And irf. Christian Lihertjy in 
many places of Scripture, and principally 
in St P<3u/'s epiftles, fignilies deliverance 
iscxa the Oblig^on of the Co-emonial 
kw} frtun that Yc^ wbicb neither wrAfiszv. 
Pt^bers, nor we, as it is dfewhere expref- '°" 
fed, were abk to bear. Of This it is that 
be fpcaki^ when he tells us that we bave^o^, viii. 
mot received the Spirit of Bondage again^^i- 
kit the spirit of Adoption-^ that, nuben toe 
vefre ebiidren., we were in bondage ander 
the Elements of the World, Gal. iv. 3. that 
tbe Lord is 'that Spirit; and where the 
a^rit of the Lord is, there is Liberty^ 
2 Cor. iii. 17. The exprdlion is difficult, 
and has been much mifunderAood : But 
riie meaniog is, that the Golpel is the 
Spirit and End of the Law j and where 
the Spirit, of thing £gniiied is fulfilled, 
diere die ^pe, or bare letter, is fuperfeded ; 
C 3 . rbi 
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StRM.Tif Lord is that Spirit i and where thi 
I- Spirit of the Lord /j, there is Liberty. 
^"^^^ Of 'Jiins alfo he is to be undcrftood in thofc 

places, where ho advifes Chriilians to b&- 
GJ-ii. ^'^^^^^ of ^^ brethren Aat would j/^ «Kf 

their Liberty, and bring them again m/i? 
y_ ,, bondage \ to fiand fafi in the Liberty where-* 

with Chrifi had made them free, and not he 

intangkd again •mth the yoke sf bondage j 
Gal.v. i3«o/ to ttfe Liberty for an secafon p the 

Flefh I to take heed lefl by any n^ans this 
I CQt.Vio. Liberty of theirsy became a fiumbUng-block 
9- to them that are leeak .* Arid aecordiB^y 

concerning himfelf he declares in this re- 

ix. 21 fp^' '^'^ ^^ ^'^ ''^''^ *"*' •without law^ 
bt became as without Law, yet being not 
without Law to God, but wider the Lavf 
to Q}riji. The meaning is, that though 
men were delivered by Chrift, fixan the 
bondage of the ceremmia/ Law^j yet were 
they by no means difcharged fi^m any 
moral Obligatrons. And the iame is the 
intent of St Peter's Exhortation, j Pet. ii. 
i6. uis free, and yet not ufing your Li- 
berty for a chke of MiUeimfhefs, but as 
the Servants of God. 

zdly, I N other places of Scripture, the 

Pree^m of Qiriitians, fignifics their De- 

2 UvenioQGt 
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livciance jnan the Btrndage of that Fear.StK h. 
'\rhich was the con&quence of the 'Curie '* . 
and Severity of the Law. Of the Widk-*^^*'^ 
«d 'tis £ud, that they ^, vfbat no man Pm. 
ptrfuetb ; and are in great Fear^ even pj^ '" 
•where no 'Fear is. Not that th^ have no 
ju/i Ganie <£ Fear ; but on the oxitrary 
"becau& they "have ^ways fo much reafai 
to be afraid^ that it otften 'fliows forth it- 
i^fevcn upon rm^^/Jer.occafions. 

• Bv T 'fiirther ; even ^ith Tegard to 
fhofe, who are a^ notoriauny widced j 
their being under the Law, is in generfl 
<calted the Spirit of BmJage to Fear^ 
Rom. yiU. 15. And Adr 'Delvrerutoe 
'ftom that Fear "by the gradous Terms <jf 
the Gofpel, Is ftilefl ibe Spirit of Meption, 
ivbereby they cry .Abba Father j whereby 
they apply to God, not as to a ftria and 
leverc Judge, but as to a merciful and re- 
conciled Father. And our Lord is iaid to 
4iave delivered them, Heb. ii, 1 5, who 
through 'Fear of Death were oH their JUfi' 
timejuijeB to Bondt^e. 

3^/, The Liberty df a ChrifUan, 

may aUb tbmetimes very properly fignify, 

^lis I>eliverance frtwn die Slavery of endlejls 

'Su^fiium. Of the Prophets of Bad 'tis 

■C .4 Kcorded, 
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Ss^ KM. recorded; i Kit^ znil 28. iSbat the^ crud 
*■' aioudj and cut tbmfehes with hdva and 
'^'^"^^^ iancd^y till the Bbodgu/hed eta v^ tbtm : 
And of fbrne other Idolaters } that they 
ca^J their mm CBikkerif to p^s tbrougb 
the Ffrx to Moloch. Tbofe anumg the 
He^hen, who wer^ \c& Cruel; yet were 
in perpetual Fear, c£ Dreams and Omens 
and vain Prefaces i and in continual Bon- 
dage to tedious and uieleis Obferratioas. 
The Corrupters of Oiriftianity, have af- 
ter the lame Example, introduced an in- 
tolerable Bordea of Pilgrim^es and Ab> 
ftinendes and voluntarily Humilities » 
which' Jf^ has re fared at their Hands ? 
AH which things when a FC&fbcable man 
icrioufly confidera, he may very pFOfwrly 
aik himfelf th^ Queftion. which Naor- 
marC% {ervant put to his Mafter, 2 Kings v. 
13. ^ God bad bidden thee do Jome ^eat 
thingt 'ooouldji thou net have done it ? Uno 
much rather tben^ when he faith unto thee, 
Wiajh and be clean \ when he only £iith 
unto thee. Repent and amend. 

But ^hly and kjily. That whidi it 
chiefly and above all f^niiies in Scr^ 
ture-phrafe, is (what I have ap{^ed h 
to in the foregoing 4i£x)iu&) Free^ 
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ilem from the ^vcry o£ Sin, So the S b r u. 
A^xjftle exjKrflly, R»m. vi, 18. Bein^ ^* 
rim Made Free fixm Sin, jjr became the ^^^^^ 
Servants of Bighteoi^Ji. Rom. viiL 2. 
.72if Law of the Spirit of Life in Cbrifi 
yejiit, has made me free from the law ^ 
Sin tf»f/ Death J and wr. 21. delivered 
from /ir bondage 0/* Cgrruftim, into the 
giorims liberty of the children <f God. Where 
this Uberty is in^oved to any confidera- 
Me d^jTce, the pedbn is laid to be dead to 
Sini m oy^o&^on to thofe who on the 
coittrary, for want of any improvement 
at all, are repre&nted as dead in iS;jv. 
Kom. vi. 7. He that is dead, ( or, as 
it is explained by an eafier Pfaraie in the 
verfe befwc, he in whom the body of Sin 
is defiroyed^ is free from Sin j and i Pet, 
iv. 1. He that bas fuffered in the Flejt, 
(viz. he that has conquered his corrupt 
aficftions ;) bas ceafed from Sin. That 
the Wo-ds, fuffered in the Flejk, muft in 
tbis place be underftood thus, not liceraUy 
but figuratively, ^pears evidently fiom 
the following Words» v. 2. That ■ be no 
longer Jhouid live the refi of his Time in 
the FTcfli, to the Lufts rf Men^ but to the 
H^ili of God, The bigbefi improyemcnt 
and 
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iBE R u.and per&£Hoa <^ this Libot^ m the {ve^ 
"■ lent Idfe> is, when a man not only obey* 
^^•^ the CcHnmands of God, but does it haU- 
Cually with cafe and pleafure ; when the 
Commandments o£ God fecm not grievous 
to him, but the yoh of Chxift eaj^y and 
his burden light > when he can delight to 
hmo the IFays of God, and call his Sa&^ 
hatbi A delight y If. IviiL 2, 13 j when he 
can iay with Job^ ch. xxii. ver. 26, that 
he bas his delight in the Almighty ; with, 
the Ralmift, J^i. 2. that bis delight is 
Pf. Mix. in the Law of the Lord^ and in his Law 
g^^^^yJyo/5 be exercife bimftlf day and night ; and 
77- »74- with our Saviour himfelf, Job. iv. 34. My 
meat is to do the Will of htm that fent me, 
and to finijh his Work. When Thii is the 
Gde, which is the higheft pltdi of Chri- 
ftian PerfedUon upon Earth ; then may it 
be 6id of fuch a Perfon, that he continu- 
etb in the perfe^ Law of Liberty^ Jam. i. 
25; ii. 12. Then may he cry out with 
the Pfclmift, Pf. cxvi. 16. O Lord, 1 am 
thy fervant and the fin of thine handmaid, 
thou' l>aji broken my Bonds in Jitnder j And 
7 will icalk at Liberty, for IJeek thy com- 
mandments, Pf. cxix. 45. Then is fulfilled 
That Prophecy, Jf Ixi. j. affiled by our 
Saviour 
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Saviour to HiinJelf, Luk. 17, 18, lf< ^^jSerh^ 
anointed me to preach the Go/Pel to the '• 
Poor, to preach deliverance td the cap- 
tives, to Jet at Liberty tbem that are 

hruijed» I-aAIy, of fuch a Perfoo, who 
thus delights to do the Will of God. it 
may be dedared, though he be a Servant^ 
dut yet be is the Lor^sjree Man, i Cor. vii, 
22; that becauie the Son has made him 
free, there^xe be is free indeed^ Joh. viii. 
36 J or (as it is in the Words of the Text,) 
thitt be knows the Trutby and the Truth 
tkb make bim Free, 
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SERMON II. 

A Virtuous Kfind the facft Help to 
underibnd True Religion. 



Dan. xii. lo. latter part 
And none of the Wicked JbaU un- 
derftand'y But the Wife fball 
wtderftand. 

O feek a man's true and finalSs k m. 
Intereftj by pardng with Ibme H- 
preient and inconfiderable Ad-*'"^'^ 
^rantages for the &ke of more 
and much greater ones to 
nxae, is the proper Adt of WiJdom\ and 
the general Charaiftcr of Folly, is the pur- 
chafing fconc trivial i^eient Benefit, at the 
hazard 



:.Googlc 
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S B R H. hazard of much better and mcnc valuable 
^1** thiflgs in reverfioa For This reafon, hi 
Soipture-phiafc, Religion and Virtue are 
almoft always fignified under the denomt' 
nation of Wifdam j and Folly^ is but ano- 
ther Name for Sw. The Sinner and the 
Foolf are always tedprocal Terms; and 
no man is lliled Wife by the Spirit of 
God,'upon any. other aoxiunt than that 
of being Religiom. Yotunto man be faid; 
The Pear of the Lord, 7hat is Wifdom i 
and to depart from Evil, is Underfianding^ 
Job xxviii. 28. And This is fo much the 
iaown language of Scripture, that I need 
in this place but juft mention it Thus 
Ecc/ef. ii. 13. • Then I faie, feys Solomon, 
that Wifdom excelletb FoUy\ as far as Light 
excelktb Darknefsi the Meaning is, that 
Religion and Vutiw is as much more, .ex- 
cellent and nnoFe |Hofitable to men than 
Wiclcfcdneli, as one thing can be prefera- 
ble to another. And in the Words of the 
Text i None of the Wicked fhall under- 
fiand: But theW^c, (thofe who are iuch 
in eppQ^tim to the FoDy of Wicked- 
iic(s, tlut is, the Righteous) fhall under- 
fiand. 
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to underfiand true Reiigim, . 3 1 
To Vnderftand^ may be taken in two 5 b it w. 
Senfes ; Either to G^iSy the underibnd- . ^'• 
ing of thefe particular Proj^Kdes j or^^^'^ 
the underflanding the true nature of Re- 
gion in general. In Biab thefe Senies, 
the Wt^ds are very jH'oper and emphati- 
<3l; and in Botbj th^are very remarka- 
bly fiilfilled. If we take them in the for- 
mer Scnfc; Now of the Wicked Jhall un- 
derjiand ; L e. none of them Ihall appre- 
hend the true meaning and intent of theie 
Prophedes > Bttt the Wife^ via the rigbtt" 
9u$ and weIl-diQ>ofed, the caicfiil and diti- 
gent inquirers, Jball underhand them : If 
we take diem> I %> in This Senfe, then 
They were very remarkably ibltilled up- 
<Hi die Jews in our Saviour's dme j who, 
notwithAandiag that this Prc^hecy of 
Daniel contained as dear a Prraiidtion as 
could be defircd, of the Time and Manner 
of our Saviour's appearing in the Flefh j 
yet through their obftinate prgudices ft- 
giuoft Him and. his doSlrine^ they reibhred 
not to fee it: And bccaufc there were other 
pafiages in the Prophecy, more obfcure^ 
and difficult to be interpreted j thwcfore 
they wouhl by no means be pcrfwaded to 
underibmd what was plain. The like to 
wtuch. 
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32 A Firtums Mind the heft Help, 
Ss Ru. which, has exaftiy happened amcmg CbrU 
^^- Riant alfo. For whereas, in die New Te- 
^^^*Vftament, there arc very many Pl'ophedes, 
and as expr^ as can be; of a Man of 
Sin to be levcaled; of a general,Defedi-^ 
<Hi and Apofiacy in the latter times; of 
a Woridly Power fitting in the Scat of 
God, and prefiiming to diange I^ws and 
Times, and axnpelling the vslmU World 
to wcMihip him by fabmitting to his arbi- 
trary and unreafonable Power ; and that 
the Head of this Corraprion is that great 
City which ruleth over the Kingdoms 
of the Earrfi : yet becaufe there are 
indeed other paffiiges in the Prophetick 
, part of the New Teikment, more ob- 
Icore and difficult ; therefore thc^ of die 
Church of ^ntfy and as many as favour 
thdr abfiird preteniions, relblve they will 
not underftand the deareft De&riptions 
of things ; but -will continue to make 
Temporal Power, Riches and Grandeur, 
a Miric or Note of the 7rue Church, 
when the Scripture on the contrary ex- 
preflly makes it a Mark of the Fa^ one, 
perfecuring and fcattcring tfie trac Wor- 
fliippers of God. 

Put 
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■ BtTT. ^rtrtd^j if wc take the WonfeSmrf. 
of the Text in ibo latter &a&y to c''P*^--SLj 
Alto's Underfttuidingt not of tb^ /wr/i-^^^ 
<:«il«r Frofjiedes,' but of ihe 'trae Nkttntt- 
•of Rdigioii Ml gMeraii ^itf are then eri- 
idetitly fulfilled in. the ^eater'ptit'of. Men; 
-AW.^ the Wicked mderftdni\ But the 
'Wifet that isr . the .Ri^!£/nuu, do uttdety 
fiand: And This being the moft gemraU 
iy Mfeful Sen& of the Wonls^ I ihall in 
^e fiillpwing Difcouife CDofider. them 
■aocoEding to~ '^Bii Inteiprcdatian. And 
4« -die Fn^x^oi they ccouain, is : This: 
That a vir/tams -. Di^>sfitim. <if. Mind, is 
.thc'^ £!iri^, and !a vitious inctinatioa 
^le grtateft Hindrancey to . n-.rigiit Under- 
Ji^fidit^ of the J>affr/ai' tf-.Trtte JMigim. 
Mo^f df the Wvkd pall und^rftani\ But 
■t^j^ijifiagikiderfiand. ..:...'...: 

FoK the cleaffT Proc^ aiid Ittuftrating 
jOf whkh Prc^fition, it ni»f: be pft^er 
jp cpn&kr diflaa^y the Two folk>wii}£ 
purtio^ais: ' t^. yhiat there is in the 
.^atuft of T<^iifi tbemjehesi aod 2(/^, 
What there is^io. the pc^tiw Appointment 
t& God i which niEfkes a virtues .Di^^iou 
'& {icat a Hirijft, and a. vitifius JncUnatiw 

Vol. m. : \> fe 
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Z§ Ariftams MAJ the hft Ntlp 
5e K,ii.ft grfet: it ShdrtmtyM « Riibe.Uiakr- 

■JJ- pttdmgin fXaOirt ef BUgm.. : 'i "■■ ■ 
^'""^^ Ib the ijt. pbeei ih*e is filiiiahing;i6 

Aing in the m^ Pram «nd ConlldNtiM 
sf liiciMm^ «^ Mat,: liiiijcthiilg ip. die 
Namrt «W ftmlmcy df' all Kr^aii&f 
9rMit i ' Ivtiifdi hd^ ta .teri^ dvi, gehcnl 
frapofitidii. r: I> « iBnd"*iitmiufly: •difr 
fcfili khirc n a iii&i% ^pnaiJuii/i ta 
<fae iPrisc^ab £/ Ttw Xf%>wii & lilit 
tmtmer IS in x lietilclifiir Bu^, ' lilg!^0><^ 
^«ii ' ait ,fi<ed to {hes ftsfR . C^^t 
«nd te ilF Ac FnSiie «f Min A^kHU 
#bri/, eveiy- t^g. is''dsted'snd «(^ufl^ 
fs its t>n^r [§t a«^ £)^llplMli A 
.wtll^^xfid ti^ does as^ «a>nRA]r .«*- 
^ehain ^e igriiM 9hiiH of R«li|jiony « 
the Eyt difcems Ctimn, mi the Vttbite 
ttitAes Tmjdit <i u s:^ ^Hmj Wteivcs 
JvA/frAi^' ^ f«td& and UMiriOies 4t M 
:it bi^ ftnb much PaA. 1% oar S>l 
viour'j own CampuilcM, StLak *iu. tj, 
;n^ iM' f^f goiid gronnd <r; fi^, trfo 
^ ^H hdjteft^nd gtod'haitj bmiilgiearH 
«fc mUknf-it, ai ifii^flrtb Priit 
wiVi ftHaue.' Asid Ai.ifite pliieB «lf 
&:ripture, peribn» of liich ^ dii^^fiboiv 
I «e 
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^ to imderfiand "trut SeHghm.- ' J5 
sre> apon the £ime accennt, &M to bp»S«Ru> 
not ^Atinedt as -we fitUefy render ^ ^'■ 
l^orf. W prefafed or dJ^ofed- % Wf^:- ij^^ 
naitiffi an* tfiit GoddaSy added 56 Ws48. "^ 
Chiud^ not Jitcb as flionld fee 7&w^,Aa*ii 47. 
Ytbcu^ Aat idfe- is true, ) fcot y&cA <u 
iwte'^^/ffw/, ipb Ai ori^a! Word figiH- 
'fiei')' bameiy, ' fiich as were befinvband 
'-ifi^^id urtd ^U' inclined^ to iave tl}em- 
•jHres^fiom a iiWcfci generation, by em- 
Wai^ ftic -Doftine of the Gdfpd of 
<1»i]C Our SiTfottr dfewhere dtfls indi 
•teferi s his Sit^Pt 'tbatwiii hear his Voice j Job x. 17. 
THilt'.fiys- o^ thcBi,' that they are Drawn '"■ '*'** 
'/^ fe^'iSrfiB^r, fenfire Aey come to Him ; 
■■Akt'%/A»t bj/a'Jtxjve to the Truth of 
•Cid^-ia genera/, €w^ arc ■ ikted to rccdve 
=<iiat RerelaHon tf-bis'WS!, made by die 
fi^W ^n fortkuiar. In ^ Study of 
«9ay Muvfaae fdmce, th^e k ^emc par- 
'^Ailffi? ^vio«e Teftiper, ^bmc certain 
^ed£|»fitk)n of - Mkid, .n4uch eidces 
«en ^ for dnt pai^o^ 8bidy, and 
-^ 40 'Uiid«r(biod it with Eaiinei^ and 
•Ddightf Gnierdlly ;9nd Pnndpally. a 
LfM-tO' 4iat pOTtiadar Sdence^ 'snA a 
4u^ Efteon of ks Value and Ule^ne& 
T^ &mc hoiida mie in properttpn, in 
P 2 Rfii- 
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. j6 ^ Virttfoui Mind tht. hefi: Hplp 
S E R M. Religious MaUas 1ikem&. A geiKtr^ 
^^' 'love of Vi^tsie ;t an,e(^tablc, Sutj juid 
iX"^^^' charitabler Spirit ; W ^ ? ji4 S?nfc ^^ tt» 
■■ Ncccflaty : a^d -Reafopajb|aia[s ;Of ; obeying 

Ood's .Coninian^St . .is, xlx firft J^iDCJ^fe 
.and Be^nning of , Rel^em ^ t^e .oejQt fvifl 
great ■preparative to open,. |the UnderfUn^ 
ing, to makjC men itudy with- picaiinv, 
and comprehend widi.- £&&> and - jiidgp 
with right DilicxnuneDt . (^ I^Knae-l^Euiiis. 
TheFear of the LcrJ^ &yi [ihcV^imlflkr-V 
the Beginning cf fFi/^o^:._A ffoJVnden- 
^aaMng have all tbfif that do bttGom/uatidr 
.ments't 'The .Prai/e tfier^ enAattb fir ir 
veri Pr. cxi. lo. Ajid Solot/mrfWhif -.h} 
his Knowledge of the. Wakings of the 
Mind, of Man, ^ well as in other Scjav 
ces,. had ■ no Supcriw, lay? down die $une , 
Maxim,. Prpv- i. 7. . Tl&f Fear of tbe. Lord 
is tbe Beg^ning 0/^ Kaovfle^e i And re- 
peats it agun as the Foundation of 9U Iiw 
ftruOion, ch. ix. vtr. 10.', Tihe Ftar of tbf 
Lord ii /^ bcgianieg -ef IVifdm; .m4 
the Knowledge of the Hafy, is Underjtmdr 
tag. The Anthor of the Boo^ of,E£(JiiS, 
with the variation of One Word wUy; ex- 
press likewiie the.'£une . Senfej .dh. t 
vcr. 14, 20. The Root ff fffifdm^ is.to 
fear 
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' to underfiandTru6 RiHgion, 3 y 

fear the Lord. The Root; .that is to feyJS t%H. 
die firil Groand and .Ririciple, the firft . ^^■ 
Capacity and I^ipo6tion to' receive Re-, 
ligioas TruAs; " that which di^kes the' 
Mhid fuiceptible and :^)t to ft{^rehend' 
dmn; that which inat^^ tbeht.tsSy and' 
plealant to be- undcrftopd. . For JVifdmYitAM, 
goeth zhouty Jeeifag fucb a^ are -mrtiy ^'^•*?'** 
ter ; jhe'Jheweth berjelf f^xurabfy unto' 
them in tbe Wap^ and meetetb tbm in eve^ 
ry tbouglft: For the very tmc B^inning' 
6f her, is the Sfire of DiJcipUne j — —And. 
wbojif fieketb ber earlyyjjball b<^( m great 
traveff for be Jhalt find ber fitting at bis 
Doors. 

Further; as a virtuous DtJ^^ion 
of Mind is &c beft preparative fijr A^iV 
ning 4e Study of RfcHgionj fii FraSife 
and Experience in thefoar/^of a Virtuous" 
Life afld in Ae Obedienw of God's Cora- 
mands, is in continuance Hie bcft iifomijt'^ 
/ys» and perpetual iffl^rtfwmfW of a nauj's' 
Underjiandivg and fudgnuntin the Know-^ 
fcd^ ©f Divine Tniths. Sx that keep-.' 
cth tbe Law of tbe Lerd^ getietb tbe Uif-- 
derft aridity thereof £»y8 ^ wife Soji ojP 
Siracbi and tbe ferft^ion-^f the Fear of^ 
the Lard, is fP^ifihoff lEcoiaf. xxi. 11. fi^ 
D 3 vii 



DyGoogle 



38 AVprium$ Mmdthf' hefi Mdp 

Sir la.viliTun imderfiand not judgment', but tbe^. 

''*, that Jeek th^ ^^''^f underhand all things, 

^•^''^^'^Vio'r. xxviu. 5. He ttiirt joiflifcs what? 

he knows, unproyes hU Knowledge cdn^ 

tinuaUy hy that Pnt^e; 9Jid by A^ionE, 

even mote t^ by Speeutation and Stu-*. 

^y, k the. Onderftandu^ of praAical- 

Trudu inlarged. In the commoo A&irs, 

of the prelent Life, '^ obvious that Men 

of &u&ie(s, Ejcperience and EHligence,; 

are genendly much better Judges in their. 

proper Employments, than Others who ibr. 

Farts and Xjcaming may perhaps in other 

refpefts be e^Wmed much fuperior. And 

lo it is lilcewife in Matter^ of Reli^n. 

Not the Wile and Ct^f^, not the learned 

^d pr^^onnd, not the fubtle Atguers in- 

SpecmsttioQ and Difpute, ore the beft In-. 

fh'u<^QrS;in tke Duty of a Chriftian} but;. 

in thcfe miitt^, nuber t^e mmb «/ 1^. 

juft, (lays &/mm«») irijigeib forth IViJ^ 

doaiy find the Idp^ of the R^hteoufi kmw, 

what it accefitahle, Provi K. 31, 32, Ther^ 

is .a Spirit and a Li& in the DifCQurfe of 4; 

Rlghteou» Mao, i^vcecdvig .from the Sinr<. 

oerity cf, aa l^iright Hearty which nA 

Skill nor Art Qfut imi^c: There is a, 

lUowWdg? «)iJOiibcnwi«qt wifiag ftoift. 
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ta un<krjland True Mtgiott, - ^9 

lirtuous I^ia£tife wlucfi iindtiKr man S e r mI 
cannot team fntm hitn that hais it, but '^v^^ 
hygfing himfislfand thing Hkevife. The'"''^''^ 
Vwfi in Heart ^ God berty as vrell a» 
hlnafier, after another manner, than viw 
tk>a» and pro&ne I^OofopltMS afgut 
about him. And as , witH f^acd to 
vearldhf Empkiymeiitc, men of P«ts an4 
Learning can di^te and contend a- 
bout thetn, without underftwding them'; 
but Thofe only are truly Ikilful, whft 
have exerd&d themfelves in the Prafit/e 
v£ the particuiar UnpToymen^: So in 

Jteligitp, ^c** is ^° i^^i^ ^'^y ^i^ ^*^ 
knowing, but he that has /j iW Uke a 
Chriftian, inftead of dl^xitnig about it. 
When Come, of the Jews, tnaved with thfc 
WiidtHn and EaaceUency of onr Saviour'G 
I^coarfesj bdiered. on him by a liidden 
Impolfe of anBK|icrienced ASt^oti ; our 
£arioiir, knoifiag the Weaknefi of the 
Ground of their Faidi, £ud unto diem, ^' 
ye (xmttnue in my Wordy then — ^^je JbaU 
know the Truth, and the Truth fi)aU make 
pu free^ St Joh. viii. 3 1 \ fieiy from the 
iiavery of unrdaibntdile Im&& and J^lHona } 
frety &am the Daiknds of. Ignorance arid 
Errors. The Wifi ihii^undtrjiatid. 

D 4 On 
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40 AFifiU&us Mind tSe Befl Help 
SiKM. On tho ooncrary, in tbc Nature of T?- 
^^* thus frtc/iaatafat wA in the Fra^fe of 

rilf'refugnantt fbmething thfit in the na* 
tare of-tbh^-wiV be a hmdnvicc and 
in^todinKnt -t<> a right Underftanding m 
-njattcrs of RcUgiopi ;iNfo»f. of the. H^ichd 
JhaJl under jiani.- A vitioiis DlfPofitim 
Uin4s incns Eyes, corrupts . their ftinci* 
{^ and fiibverts thdr . Ju^mcnt ; H 
abiies, that men : have Eyes and /& mt, 
Ean apd btar nof, UaderjSandings and 3^ 
^ net wderjiand. They become vain in 
their Imaginations, as St Paul exprefies i^ 
Rom, 1.21.- and thtir foaUJh heart is dark- 
ned, TlieyhBVC a reprobate mind, Rom, 
i. 28. TheWor^ in. the original figni6ci, 
an injudicious mind i . z mind defpoiled cf 
its right Jiidgmcnt, and: of jts natural 
Pow£r of Afixming* .They. Have^ as the 
fame ApoiXiif el&where ck^antfy tjofcribes 
Eph It. tjiero, . 'their Xfnderftandiags dartned, — be- 
t^- caufe- vf-tU-BUhdrUfi tif their Hearts. A 
■J^eribn in fbif ShU&i'theT^tural man, as 
•St' Paut calls himj 1 (fa' we render the 
Wotd, '1 Car. ii; 14. but it ought to he 
iraii^ated, the Senfual man'i). a man i»hol- 
fy taken '.up^.'^tb tie Carei^and PUapres 
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to underflofid True Reiigi9tt\ 41 

f the prejeta Lift', fudb ft one rfayw/SSn t m: 
ntf the things of tie Spirit ef God, he «». II' 
derfiandi them not} has no rdid) of them j^^"^^^ 
^ /:&f}r dTf fMUfimift vtto Urn t neither 
can be btffv tbemy became thtf we ^ri-> 
ttt^ difiemed: ifHrimally SJcermdi 
L c. di&erned by TJ^ (xilyt who hayo 
Faculties to di&ern them withj by 72^# 
who£e Minds are not blinded with U10 
Love of Wtckednefs. . St ^ohn ■ gjvcs us 
an . onphadcal Infiance of. This in , ono 
particular Vk^, that of Hatred or Ma-, 
kce i whidi wbofbever Is addi^^ to^ 
he telk us Is no more capable of un* 
daftanding ths DoArine of the Gofpel, 
that Dodiine of Love aod, bniver&t 
Chanty, than a man whofe Eyes are 
(but, is able to dtfixrn the Ugbt ; Hf 
that ■ kateth hit Brother j is in darknefit ^"id 
vditeth in dorijfeji, , and knowetb n^ whp^ 
ther be goeth^ beeaufi that Dorkrtefs bat 
bHadedbis Eyes, i ]ch, ii. i r. No Words 
can ex]ne& in 4 more Hvely and empha- 
tipd nunner, than this Ddcription ^<x$^ 
the incredible ftupidity of ^h ChriAi* 
aos as think d)ey do God ^Qod Service 
by pecfecDting one another, . aod exped 
40 pn^>ag»te tbQ peitceable and charitable 
Dodirine 
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4 1 A^irtuous Mind tSe Btfi Hilp 

StiiKDofirine of Jef^ Chrift fay Aiistrsriadlt, 
^ ViolcbcQ and Fmcc And the £une .ntt^ 

*''^'^be fiudr in poopottiDi^ of aU ttbar Vksi. 
Who&evcf is engtiged in .^A^ vidoiu. Imf* 
fai^ he k thereby audQ AZ^ and sosliti 
tf i6 M Dta-k^Ju Our Banour xefvclbiis 
to lis the'&ooe -tUt^ by.anodiec die.Kks 
elegant fimSitudet comparing vitious men 
to perXbfis that are : deaf and cannot hgr { 
St Joh. vUi. 43. fffy da ye not uaJerfioKd 
my Sptedi ? even buaujk ye cannet ■ hou 
my iVetdii For Te areof.ysurFtdbexAt 
Devil, and the Ia^s if yatr Father yt 
vdU do. The meaning : of this difficult 
Text, hy comparing it with that now 
cited fi'dm St Jobn'i Firft £piftle. appean 
very evident. For here our Saviour in a ^ 
very eKpretlive manner dofoibeB the nn^ 
fitnefi of the malicious Pbariiees to re* 
ceive his Dodhinc, hy &ying rfiat they 
were deaf and coaU not hear bis ff^O^ ; 
juft as St Ja&n in the. ether place fiepFe- 
lents the indipacity of unoharkaMe meit 
to onderAand the G^iwl, hy declarii^ 
that they are hUnd vnA •walk in Datknefs. 
And when This is the Ode, (as ^is too 
plainly the' Gde of tMH Wicked men,) 
'tis no wonder if they run into unaccounD- 
abie 
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aHe.Eitwvagaii^ .Jfonot, <«noi>R IheS-i « u; 
OuHim, Itofe Kilo iww Gal, ytt gh. IL 
rifiid Urn M 4t Goi, iut ctrngeJ tie'^'''^ 
^ rf the mmnifHbk Gad into m^ 
imp nifJe like to etrnptiile mm, emd M 
W tiid^ beafi md cntpii^ tiiiigi, Rom. 
i. Ji, Hehce the yeyu in tie WildwKfi, 
thM^ «hey knew God, not onl^ by tbe 
l# of Naaar, but bjr dear Bnehtim 
itti, yet even Titji. Skiwife fo &r cor- 
mped thtmiaves, a> to ebmge tteir Glory,. 
i e. the 3Wk Gorf, whom They alone of 
ill Naionj upon the F«ce of the Earth 
U the PrivUcge mote immcdkitcly 
1 ferve , even fbej changed this thdr 
Glory, ime the fimlitudi of a Calf tkat 
tmb mj, K. c»i. 20. Hence the Jni 
a «r Saviour't time, when they could' 
"« deny the Gttatnefe of hb Miracles, 
"faibed them te Betbehui the Prince of 
■>«*! «nd, afier they had m. Lei him 
«• am imtfrm the Cnfs ami m mtt 
*» ira, yA, aiter his Kefoireaion, 
™Kh was a much, greaiir ^Eracfe, they 
M continued to difteUei*. TTius thro" 
w-'V' it comes .to pafe, that wm «/ 
» ffifto/ do tmieifiaHi. 

But 
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Serm7 ^ut ftirtber: A Widced difpdition 
^^•, not only bU^ mm, arid hinders tiieni 

^^"^from confiderlng, f««Vcn« their exami- 
ning tlHDgs, and caafes them to oVat6(^ , 
even die ftrongeft EvidertCe j but it marc- '■ 
over ffrejudic'es them jigotTtfi the Troth, 
and cau^ them even ,to bate it, and be- 
come profe^d Etumes to it.' T^xf hate 
to be reformed \ and thetefote cafi God's, 
words : behind tbetiii Pf. I. xvii. Their car-, 
nal mind ii even enmity ogmnft God; and 
therefore is not f^eB (o the Law of God, 
neither indeed can .Ar, Rom. viii. y.' A 
perfon.that gives them the beft AdyJa. 
in the Wcyld, may come to be looked 
Bpon as tfieir EtmrVy for diat very reafon 
hecatifebe ielk thm.tbe tntth^ Qal. iv. i6.. 
They mil knowii^ diwfc and love. 
P^hlifs rather tbm Xagtt. hecaufi tbar. 
deeds are evt'h ^'Joh. iii.: 1.9. and; r^eft 
the Trwh ft* 'no' ■flrficr- caufe, but only 
becaufe they' have ' pleaiUjr in. vnrigite- 
v^fst 2 TheC.ii:. 12. And Tfus is an. 
ef&dual Reail>n. indeed,:; why dooc ofjucb 
wicHed perfbn^can.aMnD^W. But where. 
This is »rf' the' cafe, yet at leafl: 1^ any. 
Intervening worldly, oMider^pOn, : wprk.- 
ing upon tlieir Ambition, Covetoufhefs. 
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r' tiimderjia>ui T^ue Rel^ton. 145 
« any other PaOtoa ; they . will ' certunljrS b s m. 
be hindied from apprehending tl^c Truth. ^JJLj 
To the Qoeftioa propofed, St >&^vii, 48,^''^*'^'*^ 
Have May pf the Rukxs or VharSkes-ie^e' 
ved m him? .^ AnTwer is/givoi, ckidL 
vcr.- -4j. \1iey: Iqved. the prmfe. of Meil, 
mere. than, the -^raifi of God-i and cb. vk. 
ver; 44, ■ HKgxtiakyeheUeve,'wbicb recekx 
JJm^^j one of amiha\ metfiek mt the- Hv-t c«. iil 
rgmr tttlxcb co/netb from God eulyt The'^ 
Jews, to this -. dofy ' have the <. J^'J vemmmr^ 
v^n. their Heart, l. pcindpally 4lirou^,. i;- v 
^dr- ex!pe£i3B^~0t~ie9tporal A&ffidi, to exr 
alt diera in tiu^%kndar and. glory of tM^ , ^, 
Wo(ld: And 'tis too fada ,iy«h, that 
one <of the. principal. Himir^ef . o£. tbe:r m ; : 
R^ormation of erroneous. Doctrines and 
PriSkcs anwng Chriiiians ;. f(ich\ as .3rvii- . 

Juhfta^ationt Purgat^t ' ktdufgemv^ 

Pr^^t for tke t)fgdy and;the: lUcej ip ' '~ ' ; 
their -being profiaMe to, and tending 10 i . 
.{ffomote unreafonable and unjuft i^Mcvr m 
.tbo^ th^ maintain them. Where fiich 
Worldly Interelts and Paiiions inteipoie, ' - 
'tis no wonder that men und^ftand not 
the Force even of the flrongeft realbn- 
ing: '^i&fy are like the dmf Jiiider. that 
fioppetb her Ear } icbicb refufetb to be^r 
" ■ ^ tbt 
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£rRM.jr&r veae.jf:tbe ^kWiHir, cbarm he ik9&- 

JJJ- j& 96^^, P£ WS. 4. There i» One tMr^ 

iwtherr'' :4id 'ngt ta ovaaaaAf takait no- 

■tiCB oi, hy vitaiBi asi EvH Di^i^ition .{^^ 

.dcTS rigbc UiideiAaHi^ng iA aiatttrs .of 

^eBgioB } in>i. That i^ ^ tl;^ it ^f^foaaxs 

fiDrHmivoB iX>ij^utes -'Aaat meM^. igri^ 

•ftHm^ &r.thp iJiJttv^'Sride,.Vaiiv^oiy 

-.. ; -or . IVofit^; xa^ ift ^oeitr to ■- ia)p(^.»fKia 

^ jKh^r nKm '. Belief '^iiKJeitain ' < 3pi»p a uL >, 

^itbicb..anifiHind.aid::dj^n die pjtiraelt; 

^fwI^f-7rt>!^hd ■'CMtfaBSwat *■ :»■ itrhK^jare jcb- 

2 Tim. ii^-'J^k-^' ™«» * Jf^nfe"!^ '*^ Siwlit 
•4- *&' m.'pK^, r-Mt M Si3e p^Krting'.\f. the 
tTiBuviJbaners ^.\ftifme and'vdia hMnp^ -mtd 
'° ii^tan:^'£ciaiDe fa^lyfo xaikd^ rvsi^ 
iTim. ii'*^)*^ ^i-dAcr^^ vtUo 'tfttv m^nBiat^l'^ 
>6. frtifn^ ^ eldr^roa fahkn FaUes tanf 
i "^ "iiomaiaTuiraertis of Mm, 'that turn ^fiyHf ike 
Tn.i. i^-^rtohyfiol^ -and uttkantedqueliimy'flM 

3 Tim. ii S^^ lAj^- i ■K»*^« ^w' emflrfs gefHe^M- 
'V . fe''^> v^cb- mtmfler queJHms rather ibm 

^^'^'^'^od^ td^ymg. And |)crlbns who by Heat 
imd Dt^maticaine^, and by Zeal for »n- 
1X113111 Opinions withotn 'due in^oiry and 
Examination, caule en* promote fnch Con- 
tentionsj he xaDs proud, knowing n^hmgi 
hut 
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hi Mtug abai tfu^imi' and pifa '^Si sH. 
Twitiisf vAere^'taaatb emyj'^ firtfi, mil- U* 

0gs,iml fiPwiMH fovafi 49**«S' ff^ 
mrnif^omifCtiMit md J^tute »f tie 
fnal),' ftj^i^ Uu gtin h GfJBitr^, 
i Tim. y'l. 4.^anl$■d>KlaICl &t-tiMy taw 
n.ftWB oafy *f Gu^eft, ine. Jaif tir 
ft«r;v*«y-.— j*— r^Jte? »fc Tmt, 
Mng DIM ^ Hrr^ ■mnii, aidrefniiai 
tmaning ^ 'FmiH, 2 *5fiii»." iii. j, 8. 
Wall nautd' lB8i<9^ t£ ^CcmmiiifKfi 
{and -raita Di^ms- ht imler «6' im^ vp^ 
ai' <a^ •ocbd; bur \pwft OpiniotiSy are pro- 
Ufy ia ^Ktt pm the tme niilbD Stacn 
iHi^Bceit comes ^-Geis, that iattkany-mje 
■mtntfltr ^ -.^tfri ■mt-mahy im^bty, jot 
mar/'iiit) w^e-oMf Sut Gtd ias dm- 
^ the foolijh things -gf the ^ierld, to con- 
'pitBd:JAe.'Uiji''i'-idid'-t^ioef/k'tUt}gs nf 
*fo ««m5/, ta cmfmi tk ItHigi that m 
tnigity ;. t Cor. i: 26. Not tnany wije men 
«^ the Flep ; i. let not mthy ■of thofe 
whoBs lie #i»vM •gcnoniUy eflnte »j£, 
&r.thbk- -being lable.'by^fi^ecclSjhltes to 
perplex aad make Intricate even 4he -plaii>- 
eft Tml$K J tilt Ac 'men Of Tntegrity-and 
■Fhiflriefs, of SmMrtty and SimpTicitjr d£ 
Heaft, 'tosR of -fiiir and equitable -Princir 

pies, ,. . , 
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46 Afiftuoui Mind the heft Help 

Si Rumples, uoiviBi&Ily chanlible smd Lov«s df 

,'-'■ MaiikiiKl, tlxfi were the Peribn^ Aat 

^'STm.™*™"* *= Gai^A of Offift. And. this 

18. .£xms to be tbc Gipund andMcaning of 

that afibatoiatc Thankf^ving of o)«- Sv- 

ivioMr's, St. JMiK/. Iti. :2'5. J thank the, O 

Ftitter^ XmJ .'f HlifOen and Earth, Ur 

«aj/f ;&» ki/f hH-ti^~ tUiigs fnmthe 

'. wjft fU frujint., (tint is, ftwa tl* 

Cunnuig: .or Qafiy>). iiid kafi- rtve/tkd 

jbem vm Baits y (ft> Men of uqircjii^ 

diced Flsljnii«& and uboorropt .Integrifyi) 

.£wK;j5^ Father, fta: Jo it fttvad gaodiiit 

fh M^^'' ^^ ^^ ^i^ declaring aceor^nigty 

to his .DiTciples, St Luk. xviii. i-^^.VeiJJy 

I.fa^' uBto, you, fi^h^eeverjhall tui neadve 

the 'Kingdm of Qod as a little Chili, fitM 

inmvilji; enter therein. ■". - . 

And . thus miii^h concemitig the fafi 

■ generai Head, namely, what there: is 10 
the Nature of 'Wngs Tiemfehes, which 
:inakes_ a vertuous X)i (potion fo great a 
H«^, and.a vitious Inclination iq great, a 
BinJrtancf, to a right UnJerfiandfng in 
.matters of RtUgion, . ^ 

■ Xhk feconJ thing to be confidered, 
was. What, there is moreover in the ^ 

■ Stive Appointment and Cenfiitmion of God 

I i>r 
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' to underfiahd True Religion, 49 

&y ^vhidi we - are aflured that I^one 6fS e r u. 
the Wicked Jbatt unJerJUmJ^ hut the mfe "• 
( in oppofition to the Folly of Wkk- -^^^^^ 
cdnds, i. e. the Righteous) ftmll under- 
ftand. And here the Scripttire . dedare^ 
y?, in geaeral, that by fbme means or 
other, by £ime or ether Method of Pro- 
vidence in the Goivenunent of die World, 
God iviii take care, diat righteous and 
I piouily-difpofed perfons Jhall attain to Jo 
I much UodeiAaQduig as is necejfary for 
' thur own paiticalar Salvation : That the 
Meek, God will guide in Judgment ; and 
fiub as are gentle^ tbem he will teach his 
•wcy^ K XXV. 9. That God wiU give to 
a man that is good in bis fight, JVifdom, 
and Ktiowle3ge, and Joy, Eixles. 11. 26. 
TTirt though Heaven is his Throne^ and 
Earth his FoctftodU yet on fuch a one he 
w/7/ vouchsafe to look, even on btm that 
ii poor and of a contrite Spirit ^ and trem- 
iJetk at his IVord, I&. Ixvi. i, 2. That // 
4ny man mil do bis IVill^ be ihalt knov) 
of the doSirine whether it be of God, St Job. 
vii. 17. And up<m this are foiinded thofc 
frcK^ent exhortations in Saipttire, Frov. 
ii. -I, ^; My Son^ if thou wilt receive my 
Hoards, and hide my Conunapdmqits zcitb 
Vol, in. ' E thee. 
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JO. Ayirtiaia Miad tie hefi lUf 
%^t,u.ibai — —iixR fialt tlm umfcrftand the. 
•'• fiar (f the lord, »./ find the Koowledge 

*^'V^ rf Gul, For tU Ijri ghxtb mflm^ 

l^c tayetb up /mud Wijhm for the 
Rightem. Again, Sccluf. I »6. Jf tbm 
itfre Wifion, keep the CommanAhenC, 
and thi Ltrd Hull ^n ber utoa tbif y Fir- 
the Fear ef tbe Zsrd is Wifiam and Jn- 
JlruBia, and Faitb and Mubufi are Hi 
itligbt. St Jam. i. ^. Jf anj if yen lack 
Wifdom, la bin ask of God,~—~and it 
fluU bi given bim: AndEfbef.y. 14. >*■ 
wake tbm tbat fleepefi, and arije frets tit- 
dead, (viz. fiom the Desith of Sin,} and 
Cbrifl fbaU gire tbee Idgbl. St PaiilhkBf 
ftlf was a great example of thidIX>dnner 
whom, becauie of the fincerity of hie Zcal,- 
God was pleafed to convert even' iy a 
Miracle : For liaving been fo impofed 
upon as to thinJt that Religion could be' 
propagated by Perlecution and Viofcncc, 
he juiUy filled himfelf tbe greatcift of din- 
ners. But yet for the lincerity of hiS' 
Intention, Ac pious Centurion Comeliut 
was inflrufSed by an Angel fcnt fiom' 
Heaven j and the Etbtopian Eunuch was 
taught byan Apoflle lent' to him on piir^ 
pofet And conceminj aH the Difc^les.' 
' ' when 
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' . $9 undtrjhnd *fru9 Religion. jr. 
when one of A«w dked our Lord, fliroS e r m. 
is it that iboti wilt manife/i tbyjeif to Us, ''• 
end mt ttnt» the World? He replied, ^"''^''^ 
ft ya. xiV. f^. If a matt love me, be will 
Uer^ my Words, aUd my Pathtr laHl love 
km, and we will come nnfo' Hm, end make 
. Wr a%oie Witirbim. 

Biit zdfy, *tn-E, Seriptarc declares ftr- 
Hastt h fioj^iatrlar^ tfe«, hy the fecret af- 
J^aitce of Bis Boty Spirit, God will pe- 
coUaiiy dk«£t and inSglitein tlwJe ^t 
are trcity fritieiit. i Jab. M. :io. 7> bave 
im Vn3i<>n fri>m fke Holy One, and ye hmo 

gU things, A^iii^t ^^i V. 32, the 

Ifyify Ohofi, tttftjrnft G«d Bas given to tbem 

Amt f^iey him : the Hdy Ghoft, who 

In #« Spiiic «f Trulbi the S^ given 
firil to the ApoAks, and afierwi^ds to ' 
dO gotd men ift [ffopomon, to lead them 
ifwo tf// (Aat k, into all neceffary) Truth. 
/bad This, t fii^»ofe, is the meaning of 
ihofe pofl&ges of Scripture : 73&f froward 
h an abomrnt/fion to tbe Lord; Sut Bis Se- 
Ort is •with the righteous. Vtov. iii. 32. 
'TBe Secret ^ ffe X«ri is with them that 
fiar him, and he "will Jbow tbem bis Cave-^ 
nanf, PT Xitv. 14. And Many are in high 
E 2 places. 
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j5 a ^ Firtaimt Mind the hefi H%lp 
Stt^u.piaceit and of remmn; but My Series drt 

^' reveaUd unto the Meeky Ecdus. iii. 19. 
^^^ O N the contrary, where there is a w- 



tious IncUaation and an Aff0imi to Wick^ 
ednefsi there mens minds are not only. 
bliiuied by the natural confequence of 
fuch a dirpofitiont but God moreover 
withdraws his Spirit from them, and the 
Holy Ghoft will not dwell in a Heart dmt 
takes pleafure. in Unrighteoofhefi. For /n- 
to a malicious Soul fVijdom Jhall not enters 
mr dwell in the Bod^ that isjuhje^ ui^o 
Sini For the Holy Spirit of Difcipline. 
will JUe deceity and remove from Tbougbts, 
that are without Underftandingy and voiU 
not abide ijaben Unrigbteoufnefi fometb in, 
Wifd. i. 4. Nay, not only ib ; but^ whers 
men are obAinately incarigible, God is 
reprefented in Scripture as JufUy ^ving 
them up in judgment to be deceived by the 
Evil One, that for a defervet^ puniflnncnt. 
fbey may increafe unto more XJngodlinefi, 
Jiev, XX. 8, Satan Is described as being let 
loo^t that he may go out to deceive tbt 
Nations : And the deflxudion of Wicked 
AUb, is thus cloqucndy reprefented in a 
moll lively -Image by the Prophet Mi' 
caiabt 
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< id iindirfland 7rue RtUgion %% 

teiab, 1 Kings 3arii. 19. 1 fmo the LordSBm. 
fitting on bis throne^ and all tbe. boft 'if ^}^..,^ 
Heaven fitiir^ fy him on bis right- band 
a$ui on bis left. And tbe Lordfaidt Who 
fiali perjwade, (in the originfll it is. Who 
JbaU decdvo) Aheh^ that he mr^ go tip 
and f*U at Bamotb^Gilead? and one fiad 
m. this matmert and another jaid at that 
laarour. And there came forth- a Spirit^ 
and Jiood he^re- the Lwd^ end fotd^ I 
will perjiDade bim y And the Lord faidi 
Mteiam, Wherewith ? Andbefaid, I will 
p.fertby ahd he a lying Spirit in fix 
imutb of all bis- Prophets ; And be Jmd, 
Sbou fliolt perjwade- Innf and prevail al- 
jfej Go forth, ^akd do fo. The Reprefen- 
^doft is hi^y figurative > and by no 
mc^is to be undoltood literally ; But 
the meaning is, that Ood jdftly pemuts 
Widced mai, when they obffinatdy re-^ 
i^e to hear Jffm, he pcnnits them to be 
decdved by the Evil One to their own 
deftni^on. -The like exprefljon is ufed, 
Judg. ix. 23. God fent iwi Evil Spirit he- 
meen Abimekch' and tbe men of Sbe^bem : 
The meaning is, as it is explained Jp the 
ft^wlng words, God permitted J&im^- 
kcb to be daeived and dealt treacberoufty 
E 3 vnth 
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5 ♦ A Virtmut Mind tit it/I Help 

StuH'vjitb by. the men of Sbechem, diat llfs 
''• cruelty and tbc iiacd vbasii he bad ibed. 

'^'^'^ mi^t am upm him. 'Tis notbing nae, 
but. an acknowkdgnicot of the jaSkz 
and. Wifflote of ProvidfBpe, in 60emg 
Wicked men to be juflitMy bliodod, that. 
they nuy ^ according to theii d9&«s, 
With bim is Stra^lt an4 Wi/Am, tbi . 

Deahiei mtPiaiiur aiy Hi y. — : ik 

Ttmmxtb jtKay tie Sfuch if the triify, 
<uid tahtb itmy tie Unjer/lmding ff.lie 
jigti ftam thw ; Jei *•>, i6,20, lis 
I^then Woirld, beanie «h»y Hi net lib, 
to retail' God.ix ttetr Knntleilgt, lhcf»> 
jbre Gtd gave tbetn uf V> Vncleaniiefi, 
and to yile afi^iim, and to » reprtbttt 
(i. e, oa usdi/iening) min4, Roni. i, 24, 
26, 18. Jofi>. Ji ao, J:>mt. S. 30. P4« 
r<!<*, bwufe of his pbfljnate WipM» 
Dds, Goi tarJmd Hi Weiirt,i. t. fyftrcd 
bis Uod^rllanding to be more mi.-mxn^ 
blinded , .tli«, he flwuld Mt.fee the Tvh 
denqf of -dod's w<ffld(rjil JudgmCDA 
worlsed m Spft. the iame Phrj4 fe 
ufed of the people of tlie .Jews, ^hdii. 
J 7, Iheu iafi hardned oar Heart fhM 
thy Fear ; or, as it is, ch, yi. 10. MtfM 
(if Heart oftiisfe(ifltb^f——l4^ 
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M umitrfiand True Re/rgim. 55 

underhand leitb their Hearty and conwrtSttLU. 
and be healed. "Hie Meaning is cxprefled ,iL;,- 
at large, ch. xrii. i3» lo. Por^mucb at^^^ 
this people draw near me mtb their mouth; 

— hut have removed their Heart Jar 

from me ; Therefore, heboid, I loiU pro- 
ceed to do a marvelous work aao>tg this 

people ; The Wifdom of their Wife men 

Jbaii perijh, and the utderftat^ing of their 
prudent men JhaU'bi hid\~. — -T-The Lord 
has poured cut upon you the Spirit of deep 
fleep^ and has chjeipur eyes. And ^Zfi.Rom. li. 
xiv. 5,6,9. Becauje tb^ ar,e all eftraaged^- 
from me by their Idols, ThcrefoK Jay 
unto the Houfe of Ip-ael, —— \^ a pro- 
phet he deceived when he has^hn a thing, 
I the Lord have deceived that prophet, and 
I will ftretch out my band upon him, and 
will defray him from the midfi of my peo' 
pie Ifrael. Tlie like expreffions' are uied 
in ^ New Tefarnettt, concerning carupf 
Cbrijians; He that is unjufi, let him ^Rev. xxii 
u^ufi ftiU i and he' which is filthy, let him ','■ 
be JStby fill ; and he that is righteous, let 
him be righteous Jlilli and he that is holy. Rev. :ivii. 
let him he holy fiill And Godfhall put ;/ '?• 
into their hearts to deliver their Kingdom 
and Pffwer unto the Beafi, And 2 7^^ 
£ 4 ii. 10. 
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■S^ j^ Firtuius Mind the heft Htip 

S z R M ii. 10. Becmfi they received mt the Loot 

" IJ: ^ ?A^ Truth, -.for this caufe God 

*^^r^ JhaU fend them Jroi^ Deb^^.tbat they 
Jhmld believe a i.ye-j.'that they all might 
he damned ^bo believed not the.Tmth^ hut 
had. pleafttre in unri^btefmfpifs : And, 
2 7im. iii, 13, Evil men ^nd feducefs jkaS 
•wax worfe and vicrfe, deceiving and being 
deceived. All which paflages, arc as it 
were . Paraphrafes odH IHuftrations of the 
Words of the Text j None of the Wicked 
Jhall un^fiand:, hm th^ Wife Jl:all under-r 
Jland, ■ 

F ji o M whirt has been iaid, we may 
t^f^i lA. That Jficked mat have no 
reafon to complaint for their not being able 
\o under fland Religion j and Jnjideh np 
Exciife, for (heir not believifig it, For God 
who commanded the JJgbt^ to fbine out of 
Harknefs^ hath fhine^ in of Hearts, to 
_ give the light of the iCmrwIedge of the gkry 
of God, in the face of Jefuf Chrjft ; But 
if our Co/pel he hid, 'tji bid to them tha( 
are loji j In whom the God of this Wor^ 
has blinded the minds of them which believe 
not, leji the. light of the glorious Gofpel of 
Cbrijl, who is the Image of Qgd, jhould 
Jhine untp ihem^ 2 Cot. iv. 6. .3, 4, 
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%dif^ FxbM bepcft appfcart the Re&fo&SEnii. 
of our SaTJour'fi Ipcakii^ fo much in Pfr- '** 
ables. To tfae .^'^^ and wdUdi^xifcd. ^^"^'^ 
it mis giw« to kww the hfyfi^ry vf tlH 
Kii^om of Gcdi but to et^rs (i.e. to 
the Wicked) he f^ in parables, that 
Jeei/ig they might n<ft ^e, tmd bearing they 
joigiit not unikrjlartdi And theoce our 
■&LTiour ib frequcatly at the end of his 
Parables cried out { He that has Ears t9 
bear, kt bim bear; and. He that can rt-^ 
^erve it, let bim receive iti. And be that 
bath an Ear, kt bim bear, what the. Spirit 
faitb unto tbe Cburcbes. 

^dfy. From what has - been faid, we 
jmy obierve, how. it comes to pa^, that 
Faith, which is generally kx)ked upon 
as an A£k of the Underjlandit^, and. ib 
not in (xir own Power, is y^ in tht 
^ew Tefiamera alv^ys required and infift- 
ed upon as a Moral Virtue. The re^foa 
is,- becauie Faitby in the ^cfip^ire-fenfe, 
fs not barely an Aft of the Vnderfiand- 
tng, but a mixt Ad of the Will alfo; 
confifting very much in diat. Simplicity 
and Unf>rejudiceneff of Mind, which our 
Saviour c^Is refeivittg tbe Kingdom if 
God 
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5 8 A Virtimn Mind th heji Help 
SsjLM^God as a Utile ebi^i in t|at ficedom 
^^^* -kota guiie and deceit^ vrhkh t(«8 the 
charaSer (rf ^f^banad^ -ai JjraeHie in^ 
deed; and in that teachable dijpe^im or 
JD^fir^ ft *ww /Af ^ifi7»/ Gtut, fiff which 
ihe ^rnm Were fb li^hly axnmend^d^ 
who ftarckei- -the Scripturei daily ^ 'asbe-^ 
ti>er tbo/e ■ tktngs tfie Apoffle taught, njoere 
jo- or not. They are commended fi)r not 
beKeving on the Auihri^ even of the 
Apoftles. But 

^[ibfyy F k M hence It appear^ that 
Jhere i*' no nted of an InfelUHe Guide- 
on Earth, or of an unerring Church. For 
iiH neceffliry Truth is fufficicndy made 
known in'So^tture ; and one great part 
of; our Chnftan Du^, is to flu^ the 
WiH of God with fuch a Difpofition of 
Mind> as jnay endde us to the Promiie 
given in the Text, tiitet the Wife fliaU 
Uttderfiartd. 

■ $thfy and taftfy, Ybt This muii be 
fo underfto<5d, as to be a Security, not 
agiunft ^//, but againlt Fatal Mifiahs. 
The bcft and pioufeft pcrfons, may in 
many things err \ but thdr Errors cannot 
be dangerous or of final ill c<n)lec[aence : 
For 
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to tmderfittfid Trut Religim. 59 
For in things ablblutely neceffify to Sai-SKKu. 
vation, die Wicked only can be void of W- 
Undaflaiidlng. Nom of Ibr Wicked Jhall ' 
underftmd; But the Wife flail under, 
Jaiul. 
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SERMON III- 

ThcPradice of- Morality leads to 
the Praaice of the GofpcL 



JoH. iv. 4+. , 

JVo man can come to Me^ except 
the Father which has fent Me, 
draw htm, 

I H £ Duty and Happinefs of s c k it. 
rational Creatures , is the 2IL 
Praiaice of Rightcouiheis and ^^VNJ 
true Virtue^ founded upon a 
Belief of the Being and Go<. 
vemment of God; whofe Kingdom over 
rational Creatures confifts, in the ccmfiac- 
mity of their Wills and A^ons to the 
Nature 
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62 7%e PraBict of Morality leads 

Seru. Nature and life of God; each in thdf 
^- feveral Stations, acowding to the"^ t56gree ~ 

^'^"''^^ of light and Knowledge which they in- 
joy, indcaTourh^ to approve diemfelvcs 
to him by a chearfbl obedience to his 
CORr$tnds'> and- c^niGudy proino^Dg; tht 
Gfeit^nd^ of his Gt^^mment by' pfefcr- 
vlng _die,Hannony of.the Moral WcB-|d, 
itt like fHanficr as the WMdom of Kb ^Gc^ 
vemmcBt oper the Natxrai aad Material 
World is ihown forth in the r^krity of 
alk itr Motions. By £fff. Moral A^ent»> 
oppofe and bring difbrder into this King- 
dom of God i which the inierior part of 
the Creation , havmg n<r Liberty of 
Choice,. i»'ik}t cap^^e-.of ^iag, . A^ 
they who thus oj^ofe Qod's KingdoBi. of 
righteouihefe , become thereby Enemies 
to Godf and alienated fiotn his Pavouri 
Neverthele^, n^n beings a iiail and ialli' 
■■■ ; Hfe Creattire, liaHc to Be fednced, tempt-< 
, ' ed and-de«efred; arid Acre being, in the 
'ca& of moff Sumers, many Ciscun^Unces 
tb excfe 'Pity and Compaffion-^ ^erefbre 
GoS does not immediatdy caft them off, 
hat gaicralFy allows thenr Space and TiiiK 
for Repentance. And for this very Efld 
cBd he &nd hi? 8on»^ our Lord JefhS' 
Chrift» 
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to the PraSice ef tSt Gofiil. 63 

ebiift, intD ifae Wodd; Am, inritingSriiii; 
men to Repentance, dedaring to them ^• 
more diftmaly the Malignity of Sin, gi-'''"*'^ 
ling them the.fitUeft AfSi»nc» at Bai>- 
doa (upon tfaeir nal and fincera Amend- 
mcst) tbrou^ die Merit of hia owii 
oaoe ofiiring binafclf a Stim&m fix- ever, 
»A KTcaling to them more dearly the 
Onanty of a finiiK Judgment, and the- 
Kwipb and Faflilhments of ill* Ii& to 
COBC, he nu^t by thefc means mloce 
Am to Ae Obofience of God's Cooi- 
nmds, and oonftquently rcftore them- 
to the Divine -Favour. Cbrift has once 
fftreil fir Sim, tie jufl fir the mjuft, 
tbtt be mi^btirii^ w to C*(/, 1 Pet iiL 
18. And Col i- »i. Jon tbat vxn fime. 
timei aHenateJ, and eitemios in your mind ' 
hy vticktd vwjby yet rmv batb 'be reconei- 
y in tie body of ibis Fle/h through deaths 
to prefent you holy and unblamtahle and 
anrefroveaile in bis Sight. But then vn 
moft here carefoUy obferve, that in like 
manner as God originally and fiom the 
Beginningf while the inanimate \rerld o- 
hcp him abfolutely and by iieceiHty of 
Nature, would not compel the ObedieBC^ 
of rational Creatures by the irtefiftile- 
neft 
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Sir H. nd^ of his Powef» bfit ^jcstadtedh only 
'^•' ftom the 'Willing ■ Cnnidiancc of their. 
*'^'^own Choice; fo n«0 likemfe in the re^ 
fioraim of men ^^ Chtifi^ he will have- 
no one reduced to his.obediaiGe by Farce, 
Ijut by fiich Motives as -work properiy- 
tfpon rational Agents, Red/m and Argtf^i 
taentiy PrMiilis and TbrtatningSt H^cs. 
md Fears. Thus in dw Old Teftaobent;: 
Itaugbt Bphtaim to go^ &p God by the 
Prophet, taiifig tbem by tbeir arms, but. 
they knew not that I beekdtbemi I drrvt 
thtm with Cords- pj a mofi^ with hqnMof 
Lovfy and I v>as to tbem as- they that take 
off tbeyake, Hof. xi. 3. And in the Go- 
ipel; Nt man, lays our Sf^iour in the 
wcffds of the Text, can cd^e to Me, w- 
■ tept the Father, v/iicb has Jent me, draw 
iam : No man can be a worthy IHupIe 
^f Cbriflt if he has not firA upon his 
tnind a due fenfe of God. No man can 
)k a fincerc Follower of the Son of God, 
who is not in a difpofition of being drawn. 
to a Love of Virtue, and of being pre- 
vailed -tipori to pradife Righteouiheis, by a 
Senfe of the Qoednefs- and Reafbnablenefs' 
and Excelimcy of the eternal Laws of 
God, even' the Fatber, who fent him- 
: For 
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For. the clcatCT alid more difflnft ex-SE«M; 
tilkation of whidi doarine, and of oar '"• 
Lord's fiill Meaning and - Intention in'"'^^''^ 
thde words j it will be proper to oonfider 
partiailarly, 

Firfl^ What is- meant by the Phrafc 
of Coming toChrifl: NoMancanC«(» 
Kr, except thi Father tcbicb bat fint 
m ikaw him, Some enthufiaftick pef&nSj 
Wng of the Stnfe of this Phraft merely 
from the conc^otts of their own imagi-" 
"Stion, and not (lom its Vfe and clear 
Signification in olber paflageS of the lame' 
Writings; (which indeed is the only pof- 
fiWeway. of Undcrftanding the true mean- 
ing either ^ttSctipture, or of any book 
irfiatfoeirer : J'and Otben negligently ftl- 
lowiiig Tbeir Interpretation, have fup- 
pofed that Coming to Cbrifi means a rely- 
ing or depending upon Hii Merits and- 
SatiifaSiion, to bring them to Salvation, 
whether they obey his Commandments- by 
a virtuous Courfe of Life, or no. But 
whoever conliders the many Pal^ges of 
Scripture, in which this expreflion is to 
be met with, cannot iail to obferve, that 
it really fignifies quite another thing. , 
Heb. xi. 6. Ht that Cometh to God, mujl 
Vol. in. F believl 
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9 E K M.iffff^ that be Ts^ ah J tba^ he is a Rcmarder 
'''• oftbem that iiUpntiy fiek -bim: Cataipg' 

^^^to God here evidently exftfeffes the fimo 
thing, 4t diUgintly Jeekijig him : And, di- 
ligently feeking bi/rif is the lame as iinceieLjr 
defirjlig to ^ow and obey -hit Will, la order 
to. pkaji hisi. Again, ch.yij. 25. ChriftV* 
a^le to fave ta the uttermoji them that ccunt 
uato God by him, fseing^ be ever livetb t9 
make intercom for them.; Coming unto God 
Ay Cbrij}^ is. Sinners rctucsing ^r Repen- 
tance aJid reat Atnendoaent to die (%aU- 
wcc of God's Commands, in hc^es of otv 
taining pardph Tot w*at is paft, throagii die 
intercedioa. of Cht^ft, hi like mami^ 
therefc^e,. ^fimii^ uttto Chiftv fignifie? 
aMb fervit^ and obeying Htoi, iefwning 
his Difcipks, beltevrt^ hia doSiriite and li- 
ving accvrdit^ to it, fincerely dcfiring to 
underfiand and praBiJe his fViU : Joh. vl 
35. He thgt Cometh to mc, pall nt^r 
hunger ; he that believes and obeys thff 
Gofpel, fliall never want any thing ne- 
cef&ry towards his obtaiiMng eternal Life. 
And thus likewife in the wcffds of the 
Text ; No' man can come to Me, No 
Man can be a worthy difciple of Cfarift, 
no Man can a be true and fincere Chrifti- 
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an; except the Father which has fent jiw.Serm,' 
• draw him. And tliis is dbe "*• 

Secmd thing to be confidered in the Text ; '■'^'^ 

the meaning of thcfe latter words, except 
the Father J which has feat me^ draw him. 
Which cxpreffion, many Writers in Divi- 
nity have (b underftood, as if thereby was 
fignified, that no man had it in his own Pow- 
er to becMne a good Chriftian, or to perform 
any good Aflion ; but that every Aft of Vir- 
tue, was operated or produced in him by the 
immediate Power of God. And dius much 
of Trtith there ii indeed in That Notion ; 
that ndthcr in any religious^ nw in any na- 
tural aftion, dow aaiy one perform any 
diing, but by a Power freely given him 
from, and entirely depending upon, the 
good plealiirc of God. In Him, and by 
virtue of Powers and Faculties continually 
depending upon hitn, wc live and move 
and have our Being, and perform att, even 
tiie natural Aftions of Life. In the exe- 
oiticm of Civil Fewer and Authority, or 
of any Office whatfoever, diere is ftill 
fiirfier, not only a continual dependance 
upon the Will of God for the ufc of men's 
natural Faculties ; but moreover a depen- 
ilance upon God's general Providence in 
F 2 the 
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3 £ B M. the Government of the World, to order 
^'^' things fo, as that the Autborityy what- 

''^^^ ever it is, may aftually take place : Thus 
Pilate coyJd have had no Power to judge 
or condemn our Lord, or any other per- 
fon, except it were givsn. him from abovfy 
Joh..xix. II. And ^ .^Baptifi in This 
fenfe well exprefles the Succefs of his 
Own Miniftry, A man can rcmve nothing, 
fays he, Job. lii. zy. epccept it he given 
bim from Heaven, In religious matters 
ftill further, 'tis not only txvc,. that V/j 
God who givetb us both to will ani to do 
tf bis good pleafure, that 'tis God S:oax 
whom alone, we receive the rational .Pacul- 
fies, or Powers, both, of cbeq^ng and aU~ 
Wf; but wsr^oiY/-, that -'tis bwnng to his 
fig>erabundant grace apd favour, ■ ^to his 
free Gijt find undejerrved Bounty in Chrifl^ 
that he has afforded us the Benefit of a 
Revelation, the Advantage of a clearer 
and. more exprefs declaration of his ^jrV/j 
xht Affijlances of \a& Holy Spirit, an, Ai^- 
t&oritative AJfurance of Pardon upon Ue- 
pentance, and a more complete Di/covery_ 
of the Rewards and Puntfkments in the 
future State, than could be obtained by 
the bare Light of Nature. All This, I 
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Hy, is unquefHbnably true; and ought toSe r m. 
be cpntinually and thankfully acknowledg- I^I- . 
ed, with a juft and humble fenfe of our '•^'^'^^ 
Dependence upon God in every diing that 
we Are, 'or T>q. But if is not the Meaning 
of the Text before us, npr what our Sa- 
viour is at all here ^seakiug of in this 
whc^ Kfcourfc. For where any one is 
cxhortir^ men to a^, and preffing them 
to perform their Duty, 'jis not there a 
proper. Argument or Incitement to Dili- 
gence^ (though it is undoubtedly in itfejf 
a certain Truth,) to tell them they ca;i 
do nothing at aB, unlefs God give them 
Power i but the /ro/?r Mo^iijf is to aflurp 
them, that b:caule God has adhially ^ven 
them Po%ver, therefore he expeSis bnd r^^ 
quires it of them, that they Ihould aSl 
jccordingly. Thus St Paul argues to the 
Fbii.'ppians, ch.' ii. 12: Work . out your 
own Sahation with Fear and Trembling j 
Fpr it is God whicb .-worketb in you Both 
to tviil and ,to do, of bis pod pleafure. 
The, meaning plainly is; God bat given 
you Power to chooCe and aft, therefore 
work out your own Salvation. And for 
the iame reafon, when our Eaviopr, in 
the Text, tdls the unbelieving Jews, by 
F 3 way 



DyGoogle 



r 



70 7he Praliice of Morality Itads 
SiRM.way of Rtfraifiac th«ir obftinate Infide- 

i3v*«. ^^ ^^ "^^ ^ ^*y °^ P^^y'i'g them for 
'■'^'^sny Want of Power to do their Datyi 
when he tells them .(I %) by way of JJ<- 
froof for their ynreafonable Infidelity, 
that m man can com to Him, txcifl the 
father draw Urn i 'tis very certain he 
does not by thefe words mean to exprels 
any A£i of God upon " Thera^ but fome 
certain affiSioa or dypojititn of Thein 
with regard to God. 

For the further clearing of which ex- 
plication of our Lord's fenie, 'tis to be 
oblerved in the geneial nature of language, 
that when Any Per/on or Tiing is fiid to 
draw another, the word (drew) may with 
equal propriety of Speech, fignify either 
the A^ion of Him who drawt the Other, 
orthe^^/OH of the O&rwho is drmin 
by him. And that, both in Scripture and 
in vulgu language, it much mtyx freqitmt- 
ly fignifics the Aflion of Him who is 
drawn, than of Him who draws, will 
appear moft evidently, and beyond All 
comradiaion, fi-om the following confix 
derations. Our Saviour difcourfing with 
the Jews, Job. xii. 32. And I, fays he, 
if 1 1)1 lifted iif from the Earth, 'will 
draw 
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nkaw all men unte me : His meaiung clear-3 e r m. 
iy is, not to cxpce^ any j4^ of bis Own ^*^* , 
upon Men ; but dut, after his crucifixion, 
many nations and people, convinced by 
4he Excellency of his doStnne, and by 
the Miracles it was attended with, ihonid 
by tbeir awn Will and AS embrace hit 
Religion, In like manner when God by 
the prophet decided concerning the If- 
raeiitei of old, Jer. xxxi. 3. With lo- 
ving Kindnefi ba-ae 1 drawn ibee, and 
Hi^. xi. 4. J drew ibem mtb Cords of a 
man, iptfb Bands of Love \ every One fees 
the Meaning to be This only, that the 
confideraUon ' c^ the kindnels and love of 
God, ihown fiath to the Ifraelites in lb 
many eminent Inflanoes of Mercy, was a 
very ftrong rcalbn to prevail with them to 
bb^ and ferve him cheerfully. The 
fenie is the very fame, ae in that of St. Paul, 
2 Cor. V. 14. ^e Love of Cbrijl con- 
ftrmneth us ; which is a ftrongcr exprefli- 
on than that of drawing ue : The Love of 
Cbrijl, &ys he, conflrains or compells us, 

.^ that we Jkould mt bencefsrtb live 

unto ourfelvet, but unto Him who died Jor 

us, and rofe again. A fenfe of Gratitude^ 

draws Us i A&s of Jdndttefs, Love arid 

F 4 Good-willy 
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S B R M . Goodf'willi from Ore Perfin to another, do 
I|J. very ftrongly drtno men j The Beauty and 
^^^^,ExcelUac)\ the Goodnejs and ujefulnefi o€ 
UbingSy drmvi or pp^wades them: We 
-fire drawfiy by Arguments £uid Rea/ons, by 
^romifes and Threatnings, by fli>/>« and 
pears; Yet 'tis not that M^/J /A/nfj arc 
Jgents^ but that itit ourfelvcs afi?, when 
we are faid to be drawn by them. Much 
after the feme manner of fpeaking, Men 
sre laid to be moved ( or drawn ) with 
compaffioriy Matt. ix. 36. tnoved with /«- 
tligriation. Matt. xx. 24. owsw*/ with En- 
vy, Adts yii. 9. moved with ivdr, Heb. xl. 
7. And when St PW had reckoned up 
tlie things which are generally apt to af- 
feft Men moft ftrongly, yet None ^thcfe 
.things (%she) move Me,. Ads xy. 24. 
After the feme manner, in the /// fenfe ctf" 
flie word. Men are dcfcrib^d to be drawn 
Mway with tkeir tnun Luft, and enticed^ 
Jam,, i, 14. and David is repreiented as 
having been moved by &tan to number 
the people^ 2 Sam. xxiv. i, And ypt nei- 
ther the one ncr the other exprcffion were 
. Rt all intended to fignify, that the things 
done were not the perfons O'wn jiSJs. pi- 
^pftly on the contmry, _ thp Scripture 
plainly 
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I^nly means, feverely to hlom the One, 6 e r u; 
oBing upon the HKatcment of 1^.; and the '''• 
Other, for a0ing upon the Su^cilions of -''"^^^ 
ihe Devil. Thus therefore in the Text 
lifeewiie, when our Ixvd lays. No man 
can come to Me^ except the Father, wbicb 
has fertt /nr, draw Inm ; 'tis reaibnable and 
necefi&ry to underiland him as fpeaking, 
not concerning any .AB of God upon men^ 
but concerning the jlffe&ion which Some 
mm bear towards G»d. Tor as 'ds not a 
misfortune, but a Vice, for a Man to ht 
drawn auay by his own Luji, and enticed ; 
and St Peter's cxpoftulation with .Ananias, 
Jfly hath Satan J^d thine heart, is not by 
way of Excufe, but by way of aggravating 
his crime : So nehfaer on the <aher fide, is 
it any declaration of Fate, but a high com- 
mendation of Men's Virtue, to iay that they 
were drawn to their Duty, or prevailed with 
to perfonn it, by confideration of GW. In- 
deed, nrntbaa confideration of God, without 
a continual View and ^^^v-^ towards /£'/» 
as Governing the' World, there can be no 
loch thing as True Virtue : No man can 
become a true and gccd Cbrijiiajt, without 
firft having a Senle of the ordinal natu- 
ral obligatioi) he lies under, of Love and 
Duty 
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SEKK.Duty to^anlE GW; N» man com came i« 
^W. Me, except the Father, wbo has feia m, 
^^^^ dram bim. And ThU fcnfe of the pbraJe^ 
our Saviour him/elf conBrms by the words 
immediately following : For fo he ex- 
jffeflly adds in the VCTy next verie» Every 
man that bath heard, and hatb learned ^ 
tbe FaiheTt conutb mto ^ie ; Every one 
that has a juft fenfe, and fultabk tVadice, 
<^ natural Rd^on towards Godi wiS 
be difpofed readily to eadvace the Doc- 
trine of Cbri/. 

T HE R E is tmotber expreffion very fre- 
quent in Scripture, which may bdp 
much to iUuAme the manoo' <^ fpeak- 
ing in the Text The iame Difciples 
of Chrift, who are here &id to be (^awn to 
him by the Father, are elieWjiere fiv- 
quendy delcribed as being given to him 
•f God. He^. u. 13. /, and tbe cbildren 
whom God bos given me. And ^;ain, 
Job. xvii. 2. Ihu bafl given htm pvwer 
ifoer all Jkjbj that be Jhoutd give eternal 
life to as many as thou baji given bim. 
Now that -even This pbrafe does not de- 
note Stiy jlSfion of God upon men, but 
merdy the cbaraBer or qmlijicationi of 
the perfons defaibed ; is apparent from 
the 
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the paralUl places of Scripture. M thttS e a m. 
ibe Father giveth me, Joh. vi. 37. -aii^ k ,itj 

the 40th vcrfc, eaery tau 'wbicb ftetb tbe 
Sen, and beUewth en bim : Aod they U 
wixM it is not ^vcn of tbe Father to com 
to Cbrijiy ver. 65; are th^ whom, ia 
^ tvry^ before^ our Lord reproves £)r 
their imreafonahle obfiina^ m not belie- 
ving. And when in his Prayer to tbe 
Father, ch. 3cvii. 12. he iays, tbofe tbat 
tbm gav^ mf, I have kept^ and none of 
tbm is loftt \mx. the Son of perdistani 'tis 
plain by That exception, that Judas vub 
oi^nally one of tho&, whom God had 
pven to Chrift, in the iame knSe as he 
gave him the reft of lus DiJciples ; and 
yet afterwards, by bis own Fault, by be- 
conii^ a Sai of Treachery, i. e. a wick- 
cd and traiterous perfon, he ccaied to be 
of that number. Juft as, in Mis xxvii.- 
24. God bad ^ven to St Paul aU tb^e 
tbat failed witb bim; and yet he declares, 
ver. 3 1 . Except tbefe abide in tbe fxp^ ye 
cannot be faved. 

B Y a not much unlike figure of Speech, 

iiich perfons as "voluntarily undertake cx- 

tKiordiiary Difficulties for tbe Kiagdtm 

of Heaven's fake. Matt. xix. j 2. are, io 

. the 



..gniod., Google 



y6 The PraBke of Morality leads 
SERM.thc •oerfe before, ftiled fhofe to whom it k 
HI, '^vcn,' And, 'Tis given unto you, ikys our 
^■^^^Lord to his Dilciples, c&. xiii. u. to hmo 
the nrfjieries of the Kingdom of HtPveh\ 
bccaufe feeing, ye fee, ( that is, ye fee 
without Prgudice j) and bearing, ye bear ' 
and underfiand, ver. 13. And cohcemirig 
thofc of a contrary Difpofition, the Scrips 
lure lays that they, are blinded ; that God 
batb given them eyes that they Jkould 7wt 
fee, and ears that they fkouU not bear '^ 
nay, that God fends th^ frong Delufon: 
And Mofes, in a moft affeflionate man- 
ner of expoftulation, complaiiis of thri' 
JfraeliteSy Deut. xxix. 4. that after all the 
Great things that their eyes bad feen, the 
Signs of tkofe Great Miracles, yet the 
tx)rd bad not given them an heart to per* 
Ceive, and eyes to fee, and ears to bear; . 
even unto That day. Nothing is more 
evident, than that the meaning of thefe 
Complaints is, not tlmt God was wanting 
in bis ajjiflance, much lels that he aftu^ 
ally operated upon men to make them Jiu^^ 
fidly and ungratefully wicked ; but that, 
through their own Obftlnacy and Per- 
verfenef?, the Means which God had been 
pleafed to make ufe of to reclaim themi 
had 
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had always proved ioe&dual ^ and- all dieS t%u, 
grrat and marvcUou? things which he '''- 
had done fa- them in Eg-^pt- and in the ^"^'^ 
Wildernefe, had ,not prevjuled ^ith them, 
to repent, had not drawn them (a$ our 
Saviour in the Text exprefles . it) to the 
Obedience expe(aed of theni. And the. 
iame thing may m the like fcnfc too juft- 
ly be laid at ' this day, condaiiing many 
aQKXig C/>. God has by a long Icries of 
very marveUouis EvMits delivered Ui from 
That' greateft of All Temporal calamities, 
the eftablifhmeht "of fopcry and Arbitra- 
ry Power, by which Other, Great and 
(ill other refpcdls). Wife nations have been, 
reduced und« the yileft Indignities of the ■ 
moft irrational and inKurtiane Slavery: 
And yet tbe Lord hath mt given us an 
heart to perceive, and eyes to Jee^ and ears 
to bear, even unto 7'i.is day. 
' From what has been iaid inexplica-" 
tion of the phrales made ufe of in the 
Text, the general DoSirine it contains is' 
plainly this; that no man. can become a" 
true Difcipie of Cbriji, who is not af- . 
fetSed with a fincere Love oi 'God and 
Virtue-, Nor can any one who already 
profeffes the Name of Chrift, behave him- 
I felf 
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Sir M.fclf as becomes that Holy ftofeflion, t^ 
^[^J* Any other Methods or Forms of Religion 
whatfbever, than by the Praftice of Righ- 
teoufhefs and true Virtue, in Obedience- 
to the mor^ Commands of God, When 
our Saviour had worked the iVCracle of 
the Loaves, recorded in the Be^njng of 
This. chapter 3 many of the Jews believed 
on him; that Is, Aey jffofefled themfelves 
his Difciples, not out of any regard to 
the Excellency and HoKnefi of his Doc- 
trine, but , in hopes of being fupported by 
him in the World. To thefe perfons he 
iays, .iJfr. 26. Te feek me, not becauje ye 
faw the ISrackSj but. becaufe ye did eof 
cf the LoaveSy and were filled : - JU^oiO" 
not for the meat which perijketh. But for 
^bat meat which endureth unto everli^tn^ 
life. This Dodtrine when they relilhed 
not, but began to murmur ; he reproves 
than with ibmewhat more earneftnefs in 
the words of the Text ; No man can, 
come to Me, except the Father, which hat 
fent me, draw htm : 'Tis in vain to fM"ofe(s 
to be my Difciples upon any other foot, 
than that of Regard to God, and to the 
World to cctJK. Upon which when they 
murmured ftiU more, "vcr. 61. he replied - 
£^n. 
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again, TOT. 64. Ttxre are fim cf yat ttat Sfiti. 

hikeixmti ^ Aei*forc 'faid I imto jm, I"- . 

that m mat tan am! tt> Mr, except rt^''"*'^*' 
were given imtc Urn rf my Father : Given 
imID him of mf Faltir; that is, in the 
fam fenfe, ai he elfJwhere telfe the ^- 
pa/l&s that 'twas given to them « imu 
lie nt)fieries if the ISngdm tf Heaven, 
be«ufe- they were nnpngudicedj willing 
to hear and to ttnderftand •, and came to 
him, not npon any temporal Defigii, but 
being perfwadcd (as' St Peter expiEffcs 
himfelf, ver. 68. of this chapterj that he 
had the vwds of eternal Life." ' 

Up6n account of the neceffiiry and in- 
feparable conneiffion of tiefi Two things ; 
of a fteady Regard to the affTw/ obliga. 
tioiis of the oKrai hw of God, in every 
one who profefles to embrace ^t Reve- 
lation of Chrift; upon This account (I 
&y) it is, tliat otir Lord declares^ Joh,.yii. 
16, 17. My doctrine is not mine, hut His 
that fent me ; If any man •will do His 
viillj he Jkall knew of the doElrine •whether. 
it he of God, or whether I Jpeak of my 
felf. And again, ch. viii. 42. If God, 
feys he, were your Father, ye would love 
Me ; for I proceeded forth and came from 
God; 
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S^ R ». Gid i..neitber came I of npffetfi bftt-Jie fmt 
^J[;^ me. . Likq^ to whidv « that of the A* 
I . " poftle St yobrr, i Job. u. 13, I .vrite. 
unto you Utile cbildrmt . becmje ye kave 
kmwTf, the Father ; ver, '^4, If that. xoHek 
ye have beard frm tke- beginaitigf . Jball 
femain in yoUf ye alfi Jhall cmtinue in the 
San-oodin theFather\ 2 ]ohi^^ He- that 
■fibidetb in the dod^Cj (that 1% he that 
oheyt the Laws) of Cbrifix t* k^tk hatb tb» 
f'afber.aid^ the Som On the contrary,, to 
the impKiral and hypocritical PharUecsj 
whq hated the doftiinc _ of Virtue and 
RighteouiGiefe i Te neither know me, fiiy» 
our Lord,- nor my Father, ^oh. yiii/ :j 9, 
And, ipeaking of the per&cutions.' which 
the vitious and debauched Wwld would 
tring upon his difciplesj llbefe things, 
£iys he, will tbey do, unto you^ f>eqaufe tbey 
know not him that Jent me^ Job. xv, 21, 
T.bey bave both Jeen and bated both Me 
^nj/.CTj' Father, ver; 24; And theft things 
will they do unto you, Mcaufe tbey have 
not known the Father, nor Me, ch. xvi. 3 j 
that is, they have no true Senfe, either of 
natural Religion, or revealed, ■ 

The Sum therefore and applicario^i of" 

the Whole, is This : The Great End and 

Delij^ 
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Defi^ of the Go^ of Chrii^ is to re-S e n m, 
(tore SiniiCTS to the Favour of GW, by ^^' 
bringing them back to the Praflice of '•^ 
true Virtue, Vicious and corrupt Minds 
thesefoFc, who are enemies to the Moral 
IjOWs of God, mu^ always naturally be 
averfe to the Doftrine of tlw Go^I. 
Confequcntly fuch perlbns are very ap^ 
either to oppole and periecute the true 
Difdples of ChriA j or el^ if in times 
of Profix»ity they themfelves embrace 
the Profeffion of Owiflianity^ they always 
place their Religion in outward Forms 
and Ceremonies, or in certain Syilems of 
opinion, confiflKnt with unrighteous pra- 
aice. For to ^ Tru& Etfnfc of Chrift's 
Religion no man can come^ except the Fa- 
ther dram tint, that is, except the love 
of Cod and Virtue be his Motive, 
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The CharaSer of a Good Man. 



G 8 M, jfviii. 1 9. 

Fur I hum Him, that he mil com- 
mand his children, and his boufe- 
bald after him, and they pall 
keep the way of the Lord, to Jo 
Jufiice and Judgment. 

H E S E words are part of the ^ * " **. 
charafler, which God him- '^' 
felf, in diflb-ent places of"^""^ 
the Old Teftamen^ has jj- 
ven of that Great and Good 
Man, the Patriarch Abraham. And they 
G 2 are 
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ScRu.are fpoken in this place, as a ground or 
'^' reafon of the great and laftmg BleHrngs 

^^^^ which God declared he intended to eon- 
fcr upon him. Ver, 18. Jibraham JkaU 
furely become a great and mighty nation^ 
and all the nations of the Earth JkaU be 
hUJjed in Him : For J know Him^ that be 
mil command bis children end bis boufe- 
beld ajier Hm^ and they JhaU keep the 
•way of the Lord, to do Jujiice and Judg- 
ment \ that the Lord may bring t^xm ^■. 
brabam^ that which be bath ^>oken of Inm. 
Upon account of This chant^ler, and the 
Bleilings con&quent upon it, he is elfe- 
wherc ftilcd in Scripture The Friend oj 
God, and the Father of all them that be- 
lieve. And in the book of Ecck^Jlicus, 
ch. xliv. 19. his hiftory is thus briefly and 
elegandy fumm'd up : ulirabam was a 
great Father of many peefk, in gh-y was 
there none like unto bim : PFho kept ■ the 
Law of the mift High, and was tn ccrve- 
nam with bim ; be efablijked the Cffocnant 
in bis fiejh-, andy when be was prffoed^ be 
was found faithful : Therefore be affured 
kim By an Oath, that be would bkft the 
nations in his Seed, and that be would mu!-^ 
tiply him as the Bufi of the Earth, and 
exalt 
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txalt Ids Seed as the Stars, and caefe tbemSE r u. 
i6 inherit frtm Sea to Sea^ mid fnm the '^* 
River unto the uim^ part of tbe~ Land. ^-r^rsi 

The Virtues, upcm account whereof 
thefe great Bleffings were promiied to 
j^abam, were ferfonalz But the BUf- 
Jmgs tbemfehes, 'tis evident, were, with 
f^ard to JSm, fgt»-ative only } being 
fulfilled not till fome hundreds of years 
after, upon his Pofterity j whereas He 
kmfelf did but figoum in the land of Pro- 
mfe, as in a ftrange country, and amfeffed 
that be was a Stranger and Pilgrim on the 
Earth. From whence the Apoftle to the 
Hebrews very joftly infers. That jihra- 
ham und^ood the prcHnilcd Blefling, 
with regard to Hinfelf, to be of a f^ri- 
tual and better kind. O3. xi. 14, 1 6. 10. 
For they that fay fuch things, declare 
plmnly that they feek a ccuntry ; a better 
country, that is, an heavenly j For le loot- 
ed for a Gty which bath foundations, wbofe 
Builder and linker is God, 

The particular Virtue which procured 
to jibrahatn the chafa£ter given him in 
my Text, was his keeping the 'way of the 
Xjord, - that is, his adhering to the Be^f 
and Worflxp of the Om True God of the 
G 3 XJnherfe, 
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66 Ibi tharaBtr ef a Good I^a^ 
3 E R u.Umverfe^ . in opfx^on to the gencnj 
iv-vvi ^^^^roption of the id<datrous Nations among, 
whom be fivol t and his commandir^ bis 
tbildfen and bh boufibold after bim^ to do 
the Uke. 'Twas his exen^pkrily putting 
in Prft^tifc) what Jfi/hua publickly de- 
cliU«d before all the thbes of I/rael, that 
Hie ti\&> would da in the Uke c^ : 
Ch. XXiv. 15.^ // ^e'ln <rtj;V uMto you to 
ferve the £ar4i cbufe ye tbit day lobom 
ye will firve j whether the Gods ^hicb 
your Fathers Jerwd that were on the other 
fide if tbejhodt cr the Gods of the An«h- 
ritet in whofi land yau dwell: But as/br 
Me and my Houfe-, we will ferae the Lord. 
In the New Tejlament, This praftce is 
ftUed, \mM ix. T« d^iihy] Rev. XV. 2. not 
(as we render the words,) getting the 
viShry over tbe Beafi j but, get/ing the vic- 
tory {ot overcoming) from out ofthemidit 
of the Btaft ; That is,, adhering ftedMly 
to the "True Religion^ in the midji (rf" idor 
iatrous and comipt Nations. 

The Great and Principal De%a of every 
man's life, ought to be the prranotingt^ 
Glory of God ; the encouraging of Vir- 
tue, and difcouraging every Jdnd of Vice. 
Not that ai^ man is obliged to be perpe- 
tually 
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lus^ emi^oTed in adioitt that are /n-StKif, 
mediafdy of a rofigHjus nature} or thtt ^^• 
ill his Thou^ tnd DifcooHes are to be ''^''^ 
wholly omfined to things Sacred: Btit 
tjbat fab Prinei^ and Fiiul Aim, his Go- 
neral and Conftant View, die fettled 
Tender and D^wfition of his mind, and 
the Habittial Toidency of all his Aftioni, 
tie the cAablUhing of Truth and Right in 
die World. And when <MKe a. mm has 
faalMtmUy fixt to himiHf thk Great End, 
and 'ds booxne (as it woe) his Natural 
Temper j Whoi be 19 transformed (as 
St Paul expocfies it) hy tbf renewing of 
ids Mind, and his Me^ end Drink (as 
our Sanour Q»aks ccwccrning him&lf ) is 
to Jo the JfU! of his Father wbicb is in 
Heatun: This Love <^ Goodnc^, will 
uatnraUjr, like all Other HebitSy influence 
even die tnoft conuttm anions of his life : 
£ven when he is not actually thinking of 
it-, but en^}loyed perhaps in the moll: 
^gar a&irs, or even in diverjians tbem- 
fehes i yet ftill every thing be does, will 
haUtualLy have fcnocwhat in it, tending 
to promote a general lenie .of Truth and 
^^^Xi ^ general Regard to God and 
Virtac. And whatever his particular 
G 4 State, 
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SiRM.Stattf, Relation, or Orcumftanpes of life 
.^rV bcj he :will particularly apply the proper 
Advantages and Oppotunities, who'ewith 
That State or Thofe Circumftances m(xe 
peculiarly furtiilH him, to promote the 
iame E^ids of Virtue and Goodne&. 

Asa Msgijiratt or Govermur, he will 
take cart thai That Weight, and Power 
of injhiencing Others^ which the Si^)ari- 
CHity of his Station ghres to his Exan^, 
fhaU be direaed conllantly to the Intereft 
of Virtue. In the execution of Laws, 
(in which mattd- there is room ibr great 
variety of Prudent or Imprudent exerctle 
of Power,) he will always endeavour to 
put die Strefi of Authority, upon uigiiig 
men to do thofe things which will really 
make them better, and deterring them frcun 
fuch Prjftices as are intrinfically in their 
own nature evil or vidousi That fo the 
I^ws of God and Man may unifbnnly 
promote one and the lame End, J^ the 
Pumjhment only of Evil doers , and far 
the Praife of them that do well: And with 
regard tp jimhition, or the Increafe of his 
own Power and Dominion; he will take 
mwh more pleafurc in being aUe to be 
pttUickly bmejkial to Mankind, by main- 
, taining 
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tuning tbdr jnft Rights «id IYi>palies {S e r w^ 
than in obtaining to Himjelf Powo-, fiw ^^* 
Power's lake. '.^'VXi 

Again : A perfon of This diipofition, 
if he be in his ftaticHi a Preacher of the 
Gcjpeli he will not have in his View iSk 
temporal Grandeur of any particular St& 
cv Party of Men ; but will always endea- 
vour to let befive men the Truth of God 
in That native Simplicity^ and reprefent to 
-^lem &e reli^on of Chriil (in the man- 
ner our Lord himl^ repfe&nted it) to 
be fuch a reajbnabk Service as tlut it 
may eflt£hially convince the Minds of 
Gain&yerE, and, by the irreliftible force 
of Truth and Reaibn, compel them to 
£]bmit themfelves to the Obedience o^ 
Chrift. And above all things he will take 
care to give evidence m his whole bcha-> 
viour, that He himfelj finccrely believes 
and cxpo&s That Judgment to conie» 
which be &X& icxih to Others as the Great 
Argument that muft oblige diem to em- 
faiace the Troths and to obey the Prooepts 
of the Golpel : According to That direc- 
don of our Saviour, Let your Light Jo 
fiine before meny that they may fee your 
good workst and glorify your Father which 
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SKuM^isinHe^vm^ If hetivesin atPrrafitaoA 
^^- ^ degenerate ^e, he will principal^ 6t 
him&lf, with all ineekne& and geadenefi^ 
to oppofe the particular ctmptitns of the 
Age he lives in ; endeavourii^ t^ all f^ 
ged righttoas oKdiods, to jbciag 'a^ IVhny 
«s pc^i^ile to the acknowtedgment of the 
Truth. 

L4/lIy, SvcH t peribn, if he be in^ 
capacity of a Fathtr at Mtfier of a E0* 
Mtly, will Cake alt proper occaliooa to itv- 
ftill Hght notioDs of Tiuth and VirtM, 
infeo du^ over whom the Ctrcumitencas 
of his State and Rekuion oabjnUy 0w 
him an InHuence. Atid by his PriwOe 
Example, ihowing m his mt^ fioe autd 
retired copveriation, Chat he has col^bnt' 
ly upon his mind That Real Regatd to 
.God and Virtoc, which 'tis more t^y jnd 
ufiial to make Show of in PubUck; be 
will widi great efficacy promote the True 
Hcmoar of God, and the ■advanoemettt of 
fincere Rc^on. For, formal Aimeitt'- 
tiofu end Publick Deck^atims coocotui^ 
matters of Religion, are apt to be of very 
imall force, cither towards fixing in tfie 
Mind Right Prificiplei, or formii\g in the 
Manners a ifebit of virtuous PraBice ; if 
I ia 
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in the frvvale life And converiatim ofSsKU. 

thofe by whom Families are to be dire^ tJ\ro 

cd, tJlere af^iear Prc^hatieneis and Im^n- 

ety, or Lewdb^ and Debauchery, or 

tyrannical Oppre£[ivenelfi and violent and 

nnreftfoniUe Fa^IuHis. How aiKAionate 

ibever the Exhortations of die Ptetcheis 

of the Gofpfil be, and bow often foevtr 

rqieftt^ Ii^tfuOtcKis be given to young 

perlbns either in Schools fx bthcrwifes 

yet if the Exu&fdes thby iind at home in 

the Pta&ife (^ conunon Life, be vitioo^ 

debaucJied, and alt<^ethcr contrary to die 

Precepts and Admonidcms g^ven them in 

form; the effeft of all fuch inftrufition 

cannot bat be> osm^iaratively ^teakii^ 

very mconfideiable. Nor is there any 

ot^ p^le way, by which there can be 

any Hope Uiat the a^juments of ReUgion 

fbouM come to have their due We^ht, 

and general Effkacy in the World ; unlefe 

They, 'whc^ State, Rcladcn, and Or- 

cumiknoes, g^ve than a Natural Influ- 

enx over Many, will ihow in the whole ^ 

courfe of their private converiation, and 

in the fieeft and moft retired part of 

conunon Life, that they have really upon 

their minds a Senfe and Concern ios Re- 

U^on; 
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SiRM.li^onj that thejr have habitually in all 
IV. their Aftions a conftant Regard to God, 

'"''^'"^and a finccre Dcfire to promote the Know- 
ledge of Truth and the Practice of Vk^ 
tuc and Goodncfe amongft Men. This 
was the Temper of Abraham ; Upon acs- 
cDunt rf which. That Great charafter is 
given him in tihe Text, with a repeated 
Affurance of the Blcffings defigned him : 
I know Hinty that he "will command his 
children and his houfebold after himt and 
.tbey Jbail keep the way of the Lord, t6 do 
Ju/iice and Judgment j that the Lord may 
hrittg upon Ahrabamt That which he hath 
jpoken of him. 

The Wwds, He will Command bh 
Children and bis houfebold after himy leem 
to imply, as if it was in Abraham's pow- 
er to undertake for thofe that were, to 
come alter him, tebat they ihould do; 
and as if "They were originally under an 
^ligation to perform, what he ihould re- 
quire erf" them. Which in general^ 'tis e- 
'\ndent, cannot be true: Becaule then k 
would follow, that All Other Heads of 
■Families had the £une Authori^ like- 
wife; and caifequendy, the pofterity of 
every fcmily, lying under the fame obli- 
gation. 
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gttion, would be under a neceflky, whero 5 b « m.- 
cver any Falfe religion prevailed, to con- ^^• 
tinue for ' ever in the pofeffion of fiidi ^■'*^* 
&lfe RcTi^on : Krcflly contrary to Abra- 
ham's own Pradlicc, who, being bom a- 
mong an idolatrous and ccnrupt pe<^le, 
gat bimeui from bis country^ and from bis- 
ijmirej, and from bis Father's boufe^ 
Gen. xii. i. Neither, where the Truth 
itfelf prevails, is it liifficient that Thofc 
who ccMTic after, follow it barely upon the 
Command cf thofc who went before : Be- 
caufe, though it be indeed, by Chance, 
Ac Truth only, ■ which they follow j yc^ 
They not knowing it to be fo, but follow- 
ing it merely upon fuch a principle, as 
would equally have made them follow A- 
ny Errour, 'tis, with regard to the Mora- 
lity of Tbeir Aft, the very iame' thing as 
if they were net in the Truth. But in 
Some particular Cafes, and with regard R> 
fi^e particular things, fuch Circumilan- 
ces there may be, as may make it very rea- 
fonable foir Parents and Govemours to 
Command their children and their bouje- . 
boldt after them j and very reafonablc for 
Tbeje^ to be under the ftnfteft Obligation 
to ehey fuch Commands. Where things are 
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94 ^beCb'araBer of a Goed Man: 
fiBKM.in their own nature {^^olutel^ and c»^f- 
^^LJ*^b indifioTOt there the Commjuid of 
^^^^jSK^w Snperiourt is ipani^fUy. die On^ 
Ruk of AftioQ. On the other fide; 
wbece thii^ ve already tn^de nece&iy 
1^ a iiiperiour obligadoni as whov there 
is a dear and expxiG Command of Goii ; 
tx where things are intrin^cally and efferh- 
tialfy obligatory in their own naturoi as is 
the Study of Truth with Sincerity and Im* 
partiality, and the PraSict of all moral 
and eternal Virtues i there thf inftrudtion 
and direftiont and Example and Authni^ 
ty of natural Superioius, is the proper 
gieans of laying before ignorant and 
tbougbtlefs 0unds, and of inforcing up(Hi 
them, thofe or^^ and antecedent Obli- 
gatiois. This latter, was the cafe of Ah-a-^ 
bam in the Text: He was to command 
bit children and bis boujebold after himy 
that they fhopld keep the way of the Lord, 
to do Jufiice and Judgmettt: that they 
{bould loorjhip the True God in oppofiticxt 
to Idolst and that they ibould pradi& Ju- 
fiice and Rigbteoujmfs towards Men. The 
flings were in tbemjilves neccl]anly, of 
intrinfick eternal obligation -, and the Conn- 
mand of Jbrabamt v^ the letting That 
obligation 
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obligation before tbdr eyes} teachii^ S e r u; 
ih^m to ibe k, apd have a juft jenfe of 1^ ^^' 
remindrng them to att^ to it, and ptrfi. ^"^^^ 
ia% ani infordng it upon their iVCnds, 
^ This caie thprefore, Abraham m^^ 
well undertake, (and 'tis hi> great Coin, 
meodation that be did £>,) to command 
(as fir as in him la^ bh children- and 
bit beujiboid after him: Pecai^ tbe 
tiungs tbemjeivext together with Hii Com- 
mattdy ciea^y cankd akmg with than 
their own evidence and c^nvi^hn. The 
grounds and reafmi of which convjfti- 
cm nevertbdefs, in die midft c^ iini- 
vcr£illy ojnupt and idolatrous nations, 
might very poffibly and fs-obably, in Hit 
l&mily, as wefl as in all dide around him, 
not have been attended to ; hful diey not 
been feomded by Hit biftnuftion, Exam- 
ple, and CcKomand. J know jUtrabam, 
that he toiH timmand bis children and bit 
kiu/ebold after bim^ and they pall keep the 
VBoy of the Lord. 

Jtmther Inflance, wherein diere feems 
to be an Obligation laid upon Pofterity, 
by an A^ of tbofc who went befoie 
^em } is die cafe of Circumcijhn- Gen. 
xrii. 9, Gadfaid to Mrabam^ thtu Jhait 
keep 
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S E K u. keep my Covenant , thou and tl^ fied after 
^' thee^ w theif generations ;— — Bw/y man-' 

^^^^ child among youy-'—'that is eight ditys otd, 
Jball be circumcijedt ■■■■ -f or an everlafiing 
covenant: And the~-~-man~child 'a>bo—-~~ 
is not circunmfedy that put Jball be cut off" 
from bis peopU ; be batb broken my Gnv^ 
nant. GicuincUion, ytfn a 7oken of tbe 
Covenant between Ood and That pec^ ; 
and an Obligatiea upon the circumd&d 
peribn, to keep the Law : Yet 'tis ei^ident 
an in^nt fit eight days old, <x>uld not g^ve 
his Confentt to take upon himlelf any 
juch Obl^ation. The Rec^ wfajr the 
ition was valid upcm hint notwitb^ 
was I'his. God was pJealed to 
promife to Abraham and his Pointy iiich 
and £]ch pardcular BleHings, as were en. 
tircly a free Gift, and which he was not 
in jufticc under any obligation to have 
proojiied. Thcfe Blefliogs he limited 
to the Condidons of a particular Cove* 
nant ; and the Seal or Td^en of that Ov 
venant, was the ceremony of Circumdii- 
on. Now if the perfon who, without 
his own confint, was drcnmd&d the 
aghtb day, would not afierwards per* 
form the cont^tions of That Covenant j 
them 
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tbttir Sib» *iib ^flg tfwitf hittii-if he f&.S»aM.' 
««*ted riot therfc? BJdings, which hyFrn-- ^^-' 
Gift fffl§r -wferi ^^flcKtd ttf -'the ^rf&rJV'^''**'-' 
J^HK« 6f the ooqditlcHls c^ lliat |^icu-> 
Jar- CdvcaaiAJ And' he- mighb. tmre&veri 
^6ey-'ya.&^ ,\x pumjbtdy fof.rtgedHng-'.Thatl 
CovemM} beei^'GA/ has, without .c6n-^ 
tcovcriy-, arRig^t .toftquifc 'from All his 
Ci-eiturts Obedieiks to fiidi .€oDimaDdi 
ssh&thibks-fic td hhjitreapcm^dftm, whe^ 
dKT.'they tbeoifqK'ei give ihi^ .jt^nt ta 
faiB Commandments or nd. ' ' ^ - ": 
■Bx J^aiegy 'idnwn 'finm-'^this Jftite^ di 
Cirigumcijiott, it -has*: ibr vtxf raiaxf Agec 
been. a. gcnoyr -^ftice in ihci (^Siriftia4 
£3i^ch, ta ceceiwe In£mtr hy^Baftt^ mi 
to.'di&Ob£gatio^ of Foch.atidiObedienQe:. 
to .the Go^pdi-taiid to imkeJpDofeifioiL 
Iot ^em, iwhat ^ixsf- are to faUieve anft 
otiey. ;Whe«fciorvthis^ Anaki^MwV4'Jf//)t 
^rane^ erno^'iand be'a Jajisini.aa^ 'ado-t 
^i^t £^i^tidn9 for what]ns:ibeed builr 
upoB;:Jtj k A. .cdjitToyetfy ■'viUc^.l. ihdl 
jooC at proftht enter inti : 'But' froih TRhaJt 
jtits:}3i»n «&^8fy::&id. upon tljcXfojad;/?^- 
«4^Zr. i^c-6f:.Xrriuitict^on,: and upKbnc^ 
^ikk&i^'i GommtM ift -the Tsui t«.ir'j,ci&«i- 

..3f;tfL.m. H upon 
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W. tifOM in gnenJi dxi .|i«fcr af^HetiHm 

OHigalim it> itfaa 3hifi, yito wi^niw 
Aac oiwtt Kmiritd^ or Gcafinc. JuTst 
ban itptiztJ ia, tbdr ijfmtf, ni hfMw 
hid a Btftijml Fuv made fer- thanr by 
0/&r/s: Jif;&a^ OMig^doa n«/^.lia> apon 
7iw t>: an^MT and: airf ibt G^^.ib 
tha wMr oonift «{ iBcii: ^'qn, Km 'tit 
vaiy. aridaiU, pmrtify Ijiaakiag, tliat j» 
minUafra^Si^hc.tr wake tof ¥t<m& U 
Anotbo', iMau tm mm Ccetat t and! 
nomaa ia.iiEfigpd to mgJte.gopd any £i£h 
Hmife, ii'thoa' lies npnvBiir' na ititr 
Magflim, Bnt wliat anfia mcrdf^ fioi* 
fiat i. Ihaibift,. made withgur Bia liuiw^ 
Mge on :Caii&m,< !l9«ther la itr bSanti 
em the diingi ftcaiM t» Ba dtae, act 
redUf bx :iba padbns :.««!« jUuanttge . ivfao 
is to perfixm- tbeai^- Vat.ntiy foSoa^ 
vdicn-faa sinifas at yeata of imdedfaimlii^ 
Kaa in: aU Indi cafos, a K%ht to jiidga (at 
WaaSH wbat is his <nra Adnnlage i waf 
'tis not wliat Jmtttr thinbr liu «dut h«^ 
liimmf is canvinccdl to Be ibr-His am Bt- 
ntfl, tliw ttmfl: finaBy dcRnniiie fiim la- 
^AeofeanfaO. Wkarefoe, in deed, /dl 
Undcs^ 
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Vndataki^ of (his kind, luds as mStttt:, 
Baflifmal Vina made on the behalf of Vt, 
t^aiUh are not to le efltemed as Fhani- ^^"^^^ 
& what dw ^OD fiali dd, hot what he . 
tliall ht taagbl, vhat he flail lie mfirua- 
«{ wlut he fhall tie mntijed and called 
Ufa* to ia, and to take upon himfelf that 
he will 4a. Fmr the tnie Gnund ol iiili~ 
l^im in dm cafe is, diat the thingi themr 
fehcs to be petfonned are in their own 
Itatarc filch, as every pcrlbn, when he ar- 
rives at the fill! Ufe of his Reaibn, vould 
be indiipeniably <j]liged to fafixm, whe- 
ther Qttes liad bc&reband uodettaken 
Sx him an^ fodh tiling, or no. To iti* 
jure careftilif into dtt WiH of God, to 
Mievf what Cod declares, and td do what 
he coounands, are oblations ablblutetjr 
incambent upon every ihan, though they 
had never been bound upon him by any 
Vow or Fromi&; And ^dxfbre xhe Vow 
aia^ at Bf^tifin on the behalf of an In- 
fint, is ntk lb truly the Gtound of his 
faeii^ obliged; as die nece^atj obHga- 
tim of the Thitigs tbem/ehft, is tfalt . 
whKh makes the Few ilfetfm he nUd 
upon him. Nor is any Prcmift made by 
Otberi, fi> properly with intention to Iqr 
Ha any 
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ic^ '^iCBaraBer of aGoodMofk 
&■ ■ Hi any obligatkn upon the - perfbn, or titj' 
'^- him up to any thing which he would nofc 
V'"^^'' othcrwife have been bound to paform'i 
But the- true ,Deiign is only in way ot 
kindnels and affiAance, to remind him c^ 
an obligatibn, abfalate in itfe^^ ' tliat be 
carefully inquire' after^- and" heUe^e and 
B^ •da^Will of God^ And TIms may;- 
tery cafily, be of Great Bme^i and XJJi- 
fulmfi^ For every man being obliged' td 
fiudy impartially the Will of Gody «id t6 
iihjM'ove' himfdf in die Knmvledgeef 
.1 rati) ,: and hv tie PraSiee of Vtrtue\ 
and to live up to the"" \x& Light He cart 
obtain; 'tis plainly of very great Advari* 
tage to Men, t6 be fixan the Beginning 
' infliuacd ■ in the laay 'of 7ruth, to' have 
Examples fct before them of Virtue and 
Righteoupje/if and to he reminded and call*- 
edupon to confider and attend /^.thoib Oti- 
■hgations, which are incumbeitt- npoh 
Men whethisF they atteml to thfein or na 
The Great a«d Righteous . Judge of the 
^hole Earth, knows how to have -<»iro. 
.^9ion, upon the ignorant', and , up6n them 
ihat art cat sf the why, and- iviU lie&tve 
^rjy ..in ftorc, aiccording to: the; eicig^miigr 
•jof tve^. .-Mart's, " cafe, , for; ^tb&fe. W^ift, 
^ .2 2 '.II througlk 
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Vhe€haraSer of a Good Man. Joy 
'fljraugbi ill infinu^icMi, wander jn thpSEKic* 
.wajre pf Errour. But 'ds ^ nvghiy Ad- JJ^* 
^a»rag-f, and a particulv Bleffir^^^ to bc'"''^^ 
^M^inally led into the vizy of Rigbteouf- 
nefs. JFor fojn d^ Text, 'tis .jjot oiJy 
Recorded, in .^XKnn^endation of Abr^hamf 
jtbat he 9^01114 command Bit cbiiirm and b'ts 
botyiboid after bmi^ htft 'tis fallen notice 
q£ Edio in way ,of confequent Benefit tp 
i%j5j,: that Tbey wpuld accordingly ^^ 
ibg^.wf^yof /be.Xfird,. to do Jujiice and 

4 SHALL conclude, wjth ipal^i^ Oub 
One \(p^ further , pb^rratioij. ' Sipre ^^ 
^Vf: ^ wjy e/"- /A* ior*/, ,figmiies clearly, 
in jibrabam'^' c»fi^ believing /ii^ True 
.Gpdt as wjell as tjolng Rigbteoujhefs •, and 
'$nce under die G^/ ftill more emphft* 
.ttcally,, finpere Faiip }s always infifted i^ 
.on, as well as Virtuous PraSiici : it may 
Yery naturally be inijuiri^, if Believing 
does not, like out A3 ions, depend upon 
.the fTtlli but if Men muft believe wha.t 
diey have good Evidence for, and cannqt 
. believe what they fee no reafon to be con- 
vinced of J bow then . can Believing be ^ 
Puty, which a Man flioiild be boupd tp 
jierfonn ? The Anfwer plainly is : that 
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102 37>e' CharaBa^ vfa Good Man: 
tzxv.Tb'atBd'tevin^^ wlridK is tht Duty of 
^- a.Ou^ftaan. U not, 'ift the ftrift Icnfe 
'^''^^^of the word, That bare- Aflent- of die 
Underftanding ' whidt is not in ouf 
lE^ower tb with-h{^} Init k figmfies,- m 
the tiiofal feiife, ^i^' go6d Di^fition 
of the IVEnd. and "Wni, by ifrhfch * a 
M^ is £^&d tcr attend to, and exa-^ 
mine impar^y, to ainfider ibeA re- 
ceive vSUngly, vhat upon due inqaky 
lie fliatt find to be the Wm of God"; not 
careleHly and. creduloufly, but npoo io- 
ber Rofon, and proper E^ridenci. And 
fo likewifc on the contnuys VilheUef, 
ill Scripture, does not fignify dHbdiev^ 
ing what ivants jnft and iiifficient 
proof i but it always theans, either carc- 
leiHy and n^ligendy n ejet ^in g without 
inquiry and without Rea£>n$ or eUe I0- 
jedting wilfiilly and of^inatdy, tfaroagh 
the Love of Sin and Vice, And this is 
evidently the <cale of all pro&ne, kofe, 
and debauched Infidels'; who, mere- 
ly becaufe they hate to be reformed, 
pretend to diibelieve, what if th^ feri- 
oufly examined as th^ ought to do, they 
would find all poffiblc reafcm to embrace. ' 

SERMON 
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SE R&tON A^ 

T^e NatoK «f Rointne ASiiao$. 



to*, si 35: 

Tai* iaJ titnfin, that the Ly^ 
vliici is m lief ie Jut Dari- 
nefs. 




POM dtvlvoiffs Wipgworic- Situ. 



ed a ffrnarkaMc M^acl^ wr. , 



14 ) ^Ik FharUea, who WOE 
rdbhed not to be convinced 
by'.^ Ewdeoce whatioeve^ 
Ibecanfis lis noSanc wu ^ perpetual R*< 
fcoof of their HTpocrif; and OdierVioet) 
siileged, ibine of tfaea, wr. 1;. that ^ 
■c^ ml Dnii tinugb Bitlatlai, fie 
" H4 *6J/ 
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104 ^^ Naturff-Qf ^mane ASHons^ 
S B R u.chiefoj the Devils. Others, tempting bim^ 
^]^^. vpr- i6^.^jigkt^ hm .4, Sig^frptnJ^.ibi. 
^^^ven: That^S, Pretending, tp diftnift the? 
i ;Mirad|FS vy^^-lhik^.^tjc^ed. oh Eqrtb,_af 
' if Tbeje might poffibly be the Efieft of 
ivf^ MoRiffil V/Bmx tf 4^itific|^ ; (la^y ^- , 
Tlilled tharie fticnldjcafl fg^ Ironi^.mi^ 
culous Sign direflly from Heaven. Our 
^^■vy}ft^}&r.^^ WjcH^edo^.r'of J^r 
Hearts, ver. ly^ 'ajia tfiat mey'ditT riot re- 
ally defire to be convinced, but only 
8?PgbtI ^fer ■ oceafipnV -of" 'cayiUipg^'- t(d^ 
-the people, ver. 29, 'Tbii is an evil gene- 
ration; "Theji ftek fi^Sfgnt J4nd tbere Jhall 
no Sign be given it. And then he de- 
-fttibes the \Int:ur4bk^Js oi ^ido^^ MaUtic 
-«Mi;'fiypft?rify_of tji^ .Phaf^ees-i in^that 
their Notions even of Religion itfeff, the 
very Principle from virhich alone 'there is 
■ Hope _ of teform^on of.MMmersj their 
Notions' even about "This "very thing, were 
"•" them/elves (kc GrpaX. , Spririg and Pfuntairf 

of CormptJDn. Thejir keligion itfelf was 
Fride ahd Party^ '.Popularity and Exter- 
nal Slow. And if the Guide of meos 
Aiaions be itfelf thus vltioui^ how vitioiis 
'muft' their A(ftions be! Ver. ^^; fie 
Ltgbi ( fiyS he ) of the ^ody^ is tbe Eye : 
■'': ■ ' ' ■ -^bere^ 
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Tthe. Nature JifvHumans j4&ims. .i 05 
Q^efore -wben tbiag eye is Jingk, tbfSs. r m, 
ivi)Q^ Body alfo^ is fttU of Light, j , But -wbeH ^* 
fhine Eye is f>uii, .iiy Bwiy alfo is full ef -^^ 
J)arinejs. His pie^uiing is: Wh^t the 
*£^fi;. is to the £ft/)r i That yeiy iame thing 
in p-c^rtion^ ithe ■ Mora/ Judgment and 
Vnderflaniingy the t)ire£Ung' Principle, js 
Jp -a man's JWiW.. , If . this - MwV JW^- 
mmt_ of the Underftanding. )». pnbiaffei 
and "wnfprrupt, ' ap^ . jiei^ltericd, 'to with 
Simplicity apd Sincerity j it ?m7/ eithef 
direct and preferVermep in tlje Paths of 
.Truth and-|il%ht^ or-bc jpjjtp^ually cal- 
ling upon thpm to return into them. But 
as, when a jnan's .Ejw are'bjjndcd or put 
put, his whol? "Bpdy - niufl . o^ neccflity 
move in Darknefs : So, if the Mo^al . 
Judgment of the. Mind, the Prindplp 
which pught Jp' guide and direct" mens 
^^lipns, be //^^ perverted by unrealbn- 
able Prejudices, and COTTupted by vitious 
Appetites and Palfioris; there is. no hope, 
but fuch perfons iniift continue in Erroj!!^ 
and Wickednefs. Take heed therefore'^ 
^dds pur Lord in the words of the Text • 
*take Heed, that tbf Light -which is in thee^ 
he not Darknefs : Let every man above 
^11 things confider and pkz care, that 

tbU ■ 
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io6 %e ifature of HMane ABhms^ 

S » ? M.this 'ifyrd 'Judgment of his Miiid' and 

^' .Uiiderifei«^g, be not corrupted with 

^'^'^^blirtd Uijtca&mble ' -Pttguditc^ and with 

vitiQi^ '^ Vllfv^y; int^ged A^&<ftionsL 

'F6r in' Tliat tai^'i^'vcry'C^f^ become^ 

his Seductr i and his Z^£/ ic&lfj s 

D^'Jiiiefs:'- '. ■■■ .: : ;.. .- ■■■■■• 

..Ik. fhe Rowing Djilcduirfe upoti theics 
word«, I <h4ll i^ cttpfidtir'briefiy the'A5»- 
:/«^-^ d( Bsmne Afftoh} 'and whit iV- 
penJence. thty have .apon die direSling 
Principtey ujwn" &e 'X%A? or Vnderfiaruh 
ing that is in die MBi»t o£ Man. aaJ^.I 
fliall IhoW^.^^ Pot^ liten have oVcr 
their oW^' Actions, with' i^gattl to the fn- 
fitmKe of lliat U^t or Dnderftanding, 
\ff whidi they are to be diieifled. And 
'^(^^ I.thall 'c<»ifider of whaC Qmfequence it 
is in niatter^.of'Kelidon, that men k^ not 
in this firft and 'grand FoQndad<»i of all $ 
in the R30t\ the S^^g'tl^ univerial 
Guide arid IMreSor of their Actions. 7ake 
heedt that the' Ugbt ^wbtch « in tbee^ he 
not Darbiefi. 

I. I am to confider. .the Nature of 

Humane .ASims j and what J^ependeme 

they have upon the direSiing Primi^^ 

upon the Light or Vnderftanding that is in 

the 
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lie Naturttf Humane Altions. 107. 
the Mind of Man. The .M«f»« «/" Jlto-Si»ii. 
Iir being All majbj, 'ds evulent 'l^'fJ^L, 
Mmttr tta. in no ttnfcpoflibily be capable '■'^^ 
of iDtjf uSim at eS. k aa nadier begja 
to mme 'it/elf when itf £{#, nor put any 
£/^ /0' ilfi^. when III hSbtisti^ nor in any 
4^tee sto its o<ni 'Jetenmuliin, <x its 
prdent State or mamer of Btajlence. But 
whatever impr^iofu '•& receives from the 
Tmpiifis of other Muter, or from, the 
Tnpuncfi of external .^Airj ■ by ?2^, 
and Ihji mly, it is always neceSirily 
and invariably detennined. Sittjaive and 
Bnde Aa/nt^ have 'in them&tves a /v^g-Z*- 
/r Principle, a Ftindple of Self-muiia ; 
by which ihey ad and determine diem- 
lijves, according to the InSuence of cer- 
tain j^ifetita md Pajimi. Bat 'tis al- 
ways^ accordii^ to That Influence and 
Direffion mrel>. For over the Jlppttitit 
and Tokens themfehei, they have Ne Go- 
ixmment ; no tmrai Judgment or DiJ- 
cemment of the Difietence of Good and 
Evili, no fuperiour L/ght or DireSfion, 
by wKch to juppreji a hurtful jip^ite, 
or over-fele the Inltinfts of Pi0ott ; And 
therefore they are not at all accomtahle 
for any thing they do. This is the pro- 
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S.E R NLpGT and .pccpli^ Nftture'pf JlfTifne: A<t*i 
y^' ons } .th« dirtinguifliing. cliaraiter by wliich 

i^T^'Man^ ^z^,rZ^r^ionfil .2i.^^_ moral ^t^^* • ** 
iiiifHn^iiiEcd Irgm -th&- inftfipur Creation, 
He fl^t pj^y has JA ^aifelf a. Pciwer of 
;j^/Kg-/,w}ii<;h is in comiQpp to hiiij with 
jhe irratrom} .cre^tiires^ tut he has moifr- 
.o\i¥r a^;7/ o^i&i?r Principle „o^ I^oiycr.of di- 
reding, J^s,^dioos,,^with-iome determnati 
Vtewl^. kni jo fbm^ «i|^in and confiai^ 
Sp^i He h?s a Powcr,.pf judging j5f/ffirfr 
jfrf^i^ cpnciiming i^c ^Confequences of. his 
^aiqns,- concerning ,(jie Reafonablenefs or 
tJnrcaiibnaWeneis of tlje End he -ainw atj 
and he Bap a Powct of recolledting, after 
[ihie Ai3:i{JQ,.don,e,.,whtther- he adtpd witli 
a good pr .an evil Vi^y.. He can either 
ye/iuW' the ;irregular:r^IV^otibns of All hi^ 
^petUci-^aai Paj/vnsy^ ^Q the Beafts 
.that -p^ifli ;■ ,Qr he ^an refrain and owr* 
ruk their SoJliptations,' by attending to 
the Guidance of a Supericur Li^bt of 
Rtajhn t^nd Relipoti, Nay, a man catimi 
indeed -6ut. have Jbme. View ajod Deiign 
in every thing he does. Even wlien hp 
abandons hiinfeli mqfi implicitly to the 
Brutal Guidance of mere, jippetite and 
Pajion^ ftjll be dops it with fcpic View^ 
and 
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dnJ wHh a dmjbi«t^efs\ -WHicb BeapSB^xtn. 
HaVc n6ty 'that he knowingly and dcU- ^■ 
bcratily fiSa/fi to aim at fome mean and 
nnworthy End.- -Heiice arifes That judg- 
ment 'ofl^jfeSSm whidi wc call- Confcience j 
by which a man eldier apprcves or ccn-^ 
(^mns^'^is -own pafl 'hSaiomy- araf appre- 
hends flmt he fhall acawdingiy be apprc* 
ixd-ot eondemneJ hy'' Him iKo to whom 
he muit finally give account of himfclf. 
Jf a irian, -iri- rfie general courfe of his 
Life, acciriloms himfelf to cohfider thefc 
things bcfbrdiand, that is, if he. will be-^ 
have hinifelf as a rational' Creature; Jf 
he ''■ acciiftdms himfelf: in aU his , Aftions 
to confider tfic' Reafori and" Equity of 
■ Things, to otoftdii-' what is realbnable 
-for Himfelf to do, or. Sac' Him to expeft 
fhould be dotifc 'by-.(^ff/M-'j' 'to confider 
what is agreeable io= th6 -WW -^ God, 
and Bkely tftbe approved at the Bw oif 
an import -aiid "AJl-fceing- Judge : T/f 
This (I- iay) b^ his raaiii diitSing PHn- 
ciple,-and die iFolHt which He coo'ftantly 
keeps m View^ Ms AiaionS, generaUy 
Iptaking, will-' not'i&iL td be Virtttcus wA 
''■ G (tod. i For fuch aS" is' the Rftot' "or ' Caufe, 
iliich:-will j,be':tlie Effta-; '&i€h'M is. the 
-.'•■ fountain, 
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SBuH.FounBin,' filch will be the Stnum t}ut 
V- i0be ftoia it. A Good tna, will not 

'-'^'^^1} bring forth Bad fiait A Good 
man , out of the good tyeafiire < of hi» 
beaxt f .will naturally bripg foith Good 
things. For out of th^ abundance- of the 
Heart the Moiith will fpeak, and the 
Hands will be aocoidingly diicAed to aft ' 
Oh the connai; ; ^ a man't fVind- 
pies be looie and AthcilUoal } .$^ he hai 
no Senie of the Reafim afid Equity of 
things, nor Appiebenfion of the tighten 
au« Judgment of Godj ff hia yitm 
be no other' than die. -iiuisfying of 
his Appetites, the gtadfication of i» PiC. 
lions, the purfuing his pct^ Intecdb, 
and plealing his own tuucaibnable Self^ 
will ;■ it cannDt be, but his Adiuns wiU 
be gtiurafk/ ipamoial and vitious. 

FvxTmR yet) j^a nwi's Principles 
be Suftrfitims, that is, li)cb as not tnjy 
fit bin 41 liitrty ftom the great Ties o( 
Benevolence and' Charity, ' bur iiwreover 
lay upon him the flnogeft ilinS md 
f^m OUigtim to nirighleails Flw:- 
ticcs 1 in This cafe, Us Conduft will ne- 
cefliuSy be ts much woile, than That of 
a pcrlbii who has m Etinciple at all t 

..Ji .>-,:; as 
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lead$ difcaly to DeOni&ion goes bwcs '^' 
totaWjr «« of. the right wiy, ti»n he''"^'^ 
wba alioU suisabias ' irsiUu ip Dvkmfi, 
Swii a one will aa mckejfy, not oiijy 
nrfasn kis Pla^ra, ha /nftr#, or hit- 
P^^ fiMiapt bin I whidi is tiie &r- 
ibt^iMtaoS lafrintiflavi'A^i Btat 3}>j 
JWn, b efff/Stim <o di bi» own mtiml 
hdiaadiins and PtBifxa, as wdl a> to the 
Reaibn and Tnafa of thing), will, out of 
Prhfi^taai in uida' to do 6*^ good 
Scnioe^ nm eedosfly ino the nieft tar- 
hidtiet of unrighnnHflicls. This it a con^ 
fidoMkai Toy nectfiEiry to he diffiodly at-^ 
teoded to, concoiBig die Nalurewi ^rin^ 
of Btaun ASimt \ and what HependtoKe 
they have upon die MreBing Priiicifk, u[h 
on the Xdjgir or VnJtrfimilmg thitt 19 in 
the Mind- of Muii 

II. I rxxiPOtED to fiiow w&M J'ravr 
Mcn.have over tfaeir own ^A^tioiw, with 
ngud to the InfuHice of That Li^t or 
Undeifiandmg, 1^ whidh they are to he di* 
reded. -Every Action a Man does, Ev&r 
ry ' AAlon gf -any coniidetable importance 
in li&, lEvery AfiioB that is of a Moral 
or Inunoal natwc) muit of neccflity be 
..-J doi>e 
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Hi 7he Nature of "humane Aiii&iti: 
SinM-doiie 'with fme yitit **. ottref', -dflidl' 
V, upon a Gocd- Princi^ -or a Bad one. 
^^■'^'^For wiien .we fpak ef-' man's having i\fe' 
Frinnples at all, the Meaning i«- orfy 
that they have No Gm/- Principles'^ arat 
that they ad entirely upon this 4)ne r# 
Principfe,-'Of thinking themlbtves at li^^ 
berty from all Obligation to ^ega^d the' 
Ellential Diffirenow «f Good and Enl. 
Every Aaion (I lily) of i rational C^ea^ 
ture, every, iilch action as has any; tlung 
of Morality or bnmoniiity in it, miift of 
neceflity Dc done with Smt View ot other, 
cither upon « Gooi Principle or a Bad 
one. Now if Men's PrincipUs were Wr 
ceffanif implanted itv dl£ir Naure, and 
their jfSioix by a liloE nitfiiro/ Naifity 
followed ftom that Primiflai the Conn 
feqnence thf n indeed woaU be, that Men 
had m P<mtr at all over their. Own AQi^ 
ons, uiid coDfeqvKBtly could be. Bo. way 
■BcmmtiMi'ioc what: 4hcy do. But.lhe 
Truth, pldinly is This. As the Eye, m 
the Paaiitj af Sm'/i^,. isnot at allfameti 
by the Power of Man ;• and the Light, 
which is the Oi/flff'Of Sight,, is likewife 
what Got/ has made it, arid has no depen- 
dence on Uan's WUl .TOT Pleaftw.i and 
■■'. therefore 
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Tie Nature ef Humane j^orn* i j 3 

tbera&neMen are not onTweiaUe for ha-SsRM, , 
vii^ better ai •werfe Orguis of Senfe, or "■ 
for having more or Uji LJglu, .lut only ibr ' 
thc_ XJfe ofXbiiff Eyes and of that Light 
which tb^ hare : So, with rc^ird to the ' 
Mind likewiie^ bodi ihz •inHrnalCapacity ■ 
.^ UnderftatuUn^.^ and the external Means . 
of. l^ormaHmtt are what <iod^ pk^ to 
beflow on evoy Mm, and ' have ni? dc-, 
peodcDce on die peribn's tmn Will^ And- 
iherefcffe no Man is anfoerable ibr having 
a iarger of fmaller Cafacit^^ or fiw hzM- 
ia^ more at J'ewer -Means o£ Itiformation:. 
But he is aocXHinbable for the Uy^ of 7bat 
de^^.iof .Undedlanding, .and f^ the Z^^ 
<fc Ahufi of tbofe Means of Kjiowledge,' 
ipbatfot'uer they, be, whkli God has 
dimight lit to afilml him, A Man may 
fiMt lus Eyes, snd. may cbufe Darknels a^ 
ther than Li^t : Or he may, . through 
Wiifulnefs ac Jf^aJJieny chufc to follow a 
Falfe Light inftead of a True one^ an ima- ■ 
ginary Spe&re inftead rf a Hfafity : Or 
he may ^a^ out his Ey^, and Ifflng him-' 
felf imder a fint of neceflity of blindly 
following Some Guide, who (as it hap. 
pens) may- equally lead him in the Right 
Way or in a ff^rorrg one. A Man may by 
V91.. in. I Negli- 
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1 14 2^« Nature of Hvmane AShhu. 

StiLM.NegUgtncf, or hj H^ilfiihefs, <x by Love 
^- tf Via, or by An) cuftomarj 'iuid Babiiiiat 

^•^^^^^ ill PraSici, pervert or blind his own Vn- 
derlhnclirig. He may, by rejc3ing the 
ittam of difcovering the Truth, through 
his own Pitiili, and not throng Want of 
Capacity, form to himietf ill Principles 
'MeiA 6f. GxJ ones. Or, if he has ra* 
vir fo imJ Primifit!, yet, a< feting tbt 
Way is not necefMy walking in it, he 
may fliflti' hiitrfelf to ba temftrd a a£t 
dgainjl his Principles, to aft againfi the 
Rea&nof his mm Mind, as weB as agairit; 
the Rtafon and Troth of tHi^i. - Men- 
therefore (Saw « Ptaer over their own 
AftiortS, hotuyiihiknding till the Influence 
of That Light or Onderilanding, by vriici 
they tire. to. bt direSed. ' Neverthclefi j 
lince, generally fpeaking, liich as Men's 
Principles are, fuch will' be Their Mi- 
ens; and ti^ whofe Condna is direfted 
by , fettled- fV/ Pr/»a//(?j, 'Will much more 
citnfiantly, and irt much greater Injlances^ 
and with Effects of much higher Malig- 
nity, do wlwt is Wrong j than He who^ 
having virttions and good Principles, yet 
ill particular. Cafes fails of keeping up to 
them in Pradiie'i 'tis hence obvious, 

m. In 
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IIL Ih dit ^iri place, to ob&rve, ofSEit'M. 
idiat Confi^uenee'it. is in matters dS Rdigi* ^■ 
on, that Men ^ not in this firft and grand ^""^^^^ 
Fonndation} in the ^»o»^ the Sfrin^^ the 
aniraial Guide and timber of Ihexr An- 
ions : fake beed^ tk^ tbe Light icbicb is 
intkee, be tHtt Darknefs, If a "Man has 
^ Beji Prindples diat can be: If he b* 
fimdy perfwadcd in Ya& own Mind^ of 
Bk eflendal I^fl&fence of Good and Evil; 
t^ Ged^s Governmeat of the World, and 
<X a Judgment to come : If he ha? right 
Nbdooi of die trae Nature of Rel^ion, 
flat it confifts in Kvmg faherfy, righteoujly 
^ t^fyy undcp the Infpe^ion of a 
f^Meous and &tt-&ai% Jui^ : StU, 
fiich is the DecdtfUncis of Sin ; fo ma. 
By arc the Temptations and AHuremoits 
of Ac WorM J fo Wind are the Appetitej, 
lb flrong the JPaffions (rf Men j that no- 
ting is mcwe common, than to fee even 
ihefe beji of Principles over-ruled, and the 
Force of ihcm defeated, by the Strength 
and Prevakncy of different Temptations. 
How much more^ when Men's Principles 
tbemfl-lvei arc confijlent with Wjckcdnefe, 
muft it be cxpeaed that Degeneracy of 
Mamrrs will prevail ! and ffill more, if 
I 2 their 
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liS 72« Natunof Humune ABimt. 
S t « M. dirir Prind[fa be. not only (ir^itt .with 
^' Vice» but fuch as xBOKXfffx- dire&iy Uitdr 
'■''^ (hem, and even Uf tbf OUigatim cf.Ceii^ 
Jciaice upon them, to mrighlmis. P«- 
elical ffih Salt itfitf te /<!/« Its Sa- 
vour, wberewitb flxdl thing? fa fiajmti^. 
Aiid if tbi Light itfeU; wiiet it in tber, 
it Darlntfs; btm great, it llmt Dart- 
mft! To .inftancc in PaRiculars. If a 
Man's RellgioB confifts ?bieily, in a con^ 
fident PrefiiiBption of his own uncondt^ 
tionatA Prrdefiinaticn j will -not This na- 
turally lead, him to be jJ^ ^d i:nj6rt»)«; 
and to have too little Caie of his M"""! 
and E^tailiSthitkiat t&waids all Men i 
If a man can perTwade himlelf that a 
.{hong Credulityi or an imaginary Beli^ 
of umntelligHli Nctims, can he truly ac- 
ceptaUe in the Sight of God ; has not 
This an obvious and; evident Tendency, 
to. make him pride himlelf in the pro- 
tetuled RigbtTufs of his Paitbi and 
defpiiet- the. teal Virtues, of Impartiality^ 
Ejuity^ and Love vf 'Irutb? If Another 
can prevail with himlelf to believe, that 
after 3 vitioHi and immoral Life, he may 
at tail upon a Bed of Sicknels, by the 
Abfolutioa of the PriefiyOt by the Sacra- 
ments 
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menu of the Cburchi « by a confdent Rg*St.». u. 
ffaace upon the Merits of Chrifi^ elude the ^1. 
Threatnings of the Alm^ty, and artiul-^^^ 
ly cicape the Wrath of- the Ju/l an4 
Righteous Judge of the Wht^ Earth > 
does not This plainly give -him cncoU'- 
ragement to defer his Re|>eiitanqe» t& 
think Virtue and Goodnefi really ncolle^ 
and to continue in Sin, that -Grace tnfff 
abound^ .^ain: If a Man can £\ncy 
that the moft important and fiuidamenul 
point of Religion, is the adhenn|^ fiercely 
to ibmc one . particular &e3y Party ^ oc 
Penominaticn of Men;- and tbe-ctintend* 
ing violently for or againfi cwtain pcculiw 
ar Far mi or Ceretnonies of VVbrftiip j has 
not This an evident Tendency to make 
him believe, th^ \fj a great Zeal for 
thcie external FcMms, h« may commuto 
or (pompeniate for^Ac Want of Aofe Mo- 
ral Virtues, which Akxtt are of Real and 
Efential Goodnefsf. But if, beyond All 
This, a Man's very .MIW tffflrf Con/cienc* 
be fo £tr defiled, as that he can im:^;iae 
Religion to lay a direift Obligation w^os^ 
him- to commit £)me of the gieateft of 
WickedneiTef^ to make ufe of ^ viUJi 
Praudt and the moft open' Violences, to 
I 3 break 
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StKtt.^reak Faith agMiift the matt Solemn En- 
, • gagemtTitSj and CTcn tDttb the greateft 
^^^ Cruehy to dejiroy Men's Live: in order to 
do God good Service ; as Thofe of . the 
Churdi of Rome have ftequenfly done ; 
Wlicnever This (I iay).is the Cafe, fo 
fljat Men can fedsfy their Very worft P'aJ- 
fonsy of Amhition, Pride y Cruelty and 
Tyranny, not txily •withmt the Repreacb^ 
hit even naitb the highefi Applaufe^ of 
ftieir own Confciencec j What Hope, 
what PofliKfity is thcr^ £»■ Virtue and 
Voodneji here to take Any place ? Take 
heed, that tie light which is in- tAee, Be 
not Dwieefs, 

Th e Li^bfy which God originally im- 
planted in Men, is Reafon, or their Na- 
tural Senfe ai^ Dilcernment of tlie Dif- 
ference Gf Good and Evil. The Light 
di Revetationy is a Confinnatiraj and 
Improvement of die Natural Light of 
Reifon. And they are Both of them ex- 
finguiflied, by die Darknefs of Irreltgiony 
and (whidi is (Hll of iivrje confeqoence) 
hy the Falfe Lights ^ Superjition 

The Inferences irom what has been.- 
hJA, are briefly as fi^Hows, 

^, From 
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The Nature of Huftuttte jiBims. 1x9 
ift. From this eriiortati<m-of <)ur Jb-St km* 
vioor given to ^1 ChrifUans, Tah beed» ^• 
that the Light which ii in thee, be not dari- ^^^'^ 
nefs i 'tis evident that perfons even of the 
f/uan^^ capacities, may and mi^ have a 
clfar TJnderfiandiag of their Chfiftian 
Duty\ fo fir as 'tis at ^ny time to Ttem 
a Duty. To live fo&erlyy rigbteoujly and 
gsdlyy widi a conlbtnt Sen& of 'God upon 
their Minds, and under a perpetu^ £x- 
pedation of the Future 'Judgment t is 
-what tbe Lowefi Capacities xxmy fee ctear^ 
ly and 4i/lin£iiy to ibe 4hdr Daty. Tlds 
is Funda/m/rtal in Religion. Thit^ of 
greater Di^culty, they cabnot be . oWigeri 
to undcrAand or regard, any Either th^ui 
they meet writh particular Light to direft 
them. If at any time they nm on imp/i- 
ciffyt and flop not at the things tliey cer- 
taifiiy know j they run an apparent hazard 
either of walking in Darknefsj or {which 
is iUU more dangerous) of ^c^kwaog -a 
Falfe and Deceitful Light, 

2. Whoever at anytime Ipeaks a- 
gamft Reafon, in matters of Religion j kaeics 
not, or eon&d^i^noty whereof be affirms. AH 
Reafon and Truth is from Garf; And God 
does as truly re^ed himfelf ty- the Natur.e 
- . ' I. 4 and 
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S K.R u^0d Rea/bn of.fHingty as. by Infpirathn of 
^- Wordi. Reafm, is the. Lrgbt of God^s 
^"^^^^ Creation: And thcwgh Men, if they be 
not. very careful and very fincere, may 
.miikke their own Fancies and Imagina- 
iiom for Reajba i yet the Nature and 
^rutb of IhingSt is iliU really what it is j 
.and Light is always dijcermbley if Men 
.would hpneffiy attend to it.. The Expe- 
ri^ce of all Ages and c^ all Nations hath 
ihown, that No Errors have been of fiich 
-wide Extent, and of fuch laftii% Conti- 
nuance, and ib defbwftire of all Moral 
Virtue and Goodne& ; as. thofi; which Men 
. have been led iutf^ by departing from 
the moft evident and rational Fundameti- 
taU <^ Rel^on, to follow the bUsd and 
.falfe Lights of Sitperjiition. 

3. From what has been &id ; 'tjs evi- 
dent it never was our I^prd's intention, 
that theie,lhould be among Men (what 
.the Chordb of Rame pretends to be ) An 
Infallible Guide, B^d any iiich thing 
beMi ^pcHnted of Go(|, - our Sawaur's 
Caijtion in the. Text, and 'm nDmberle& 
trthpr places of his Qq^l, I^id been 
ineedkfe and ab&rd. Teachers of Reli' 
^ gion, a^t ia the inat^ of the.^g* n&- 
\ . I . cc^ryi 
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ceSaji and, in £t£t, expreiHy appoint|^SERu. 
of ChriiL But ail Teachings fuppofes '^^ 
that peribns are capable of being taught ^^^^^"^ 
and diat, when they ^e taught, they can 
Then fee and imw the thing to be rigk. 
In the way to eternal life, a man may ve- 
ry wetl be iuppo^ to want the direction 
of a Guide : Yet in the whole Courie of 
That Way, he may by Many very certain 
Marks and Tokens ^ hid down beforiband 
in Reafon and Scripture, diiUngulIb clear- 
ly whether his Guide direds him right or 
no : And if his Guide kads him to a Pre- 
cifnce, he may eafily enough difcern it. 
^ake heed, that the Light which is in thee, 
be net Darhufs. 
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SERMON VL 

How to judge of Moral Anions. 



L u E. vi. 44. 

for every Tree is known hy his own 
Fruit : For of Thorns men 4$ 
not gather Figs, nor of a Bram- 
hk-hufis gather th^ Grafts. 

iHERE vst. fame Ftgurei rfstnts 
Speech founded upon Smi- VI. ' 
litudes fo obvious , fo natu- V/V\J 
ral, fo expreflive, that whflft 
diey convey into the miods 
even of Thofc who have the mctneft 
capacities, a Notion or Dofbinc altc^e- 
thcr 
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SERH.ther as diftinSi and as eafy to be under- 
^'" ftood, as any Literal exprdHon whadb- 

^•^"^^^ ever ; they at the fime time ilht/irate it 
moreover with the ckarefl Light, and «ff- 
j!r<» the jTraM of it with the ftrong^ 
Ratfm or jirgument. Of This kmd, there 
is great Variety of InOances of. 5cri{)- 
ture. - ' 

T H o s when St Pmil ezhorts Chriftiins 
to ptefent their Bodies i Living Sacrifte, 
holy, acceptable unto Godj and ellcwherc 
Jells them, that they thcmfelves are d« 
fempU of God ; and threatens, that if 
any man deiUc the Templt of God, Him 
(hall C3od deftroy: Under the firaig im'g' 
of the Unfitneft and Abominablcnefe, the 
DeteAablenels and Profiinends, of any 
Uncleann<i6 or Impurity appearing in the 
' Temple of Gal; the odioufitds of all /»- 
ml impurity, of all Mmcbld Ptaaioes 
whatloever in Any pcrfon who profe0cs 
•himfclf a Worftipperof Ged, is fet fordi 
"■' after a more livcl;^ and offering mafaer, 
than it could be by any Uterd dcioiption 
-whatfocver: And, under the dviiui and 
/JB/Bi idea, that a SacrijSceaSocd to 
God, even of a Bea/l Jlain, could not, 
with any juft fenfe of the Cjlreatnefs of the 
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H<^ to jtkige'vf Moral A&iom^ i-i^ 
ravipe.Wajefty;::.but:be. -witboat BkimjB^^ R «<; 
is rqsrcfeDted tlic ; AtKcptablencfi of » ^*1, 
ZJvir^ Ratitaal Pfrfm, . dedicating, him-.^^^* 
&lf K>:thc Sei!nce:Q£God.bya^iS^.iin</ 
vk-tuius- courfe.if iifii m. dppa^oa to 
every kind ofi Deb&uphe^, 'gtprr.Jm^ 
and pathetically , than it oould. iai^ way 
haw been daaciaplain^aMd diri^-Tertrnt 
mtboia'{\3ck A^^Ufcative atpceSooti 

.In. Hke manner, .in the Vroids ;of the 
Tixti the neccflSuy. ConiJdxioii^ljetween 
the nature of mens J0i<m^. aod the Prrn- 
.a]^ib ftom whidi they flow; and the 
Abliirdity of fupjtofing, that good J£ihm 
can ever flow from ill Friticiples, or ill 
j^oniy &om ^eW Prineiplei; is exprefied 
with greater Oearneis and Strength, onr 
der .iha Jifmlitude of the r^ular Produdi- 
ons of natiiTC, than, it cotrid/have been 
by the moft Hteral and direS Aflertion. 
Bvprj) Tree . ii . irmffn by . iti mm Fruit : 
Fiff" of Thorns mett afc net gather . Figs^ nor 
cf a Bramhle~hjh gather they Grapes. 

Our Saviour, in his Parable of the 
S«wery St Matt. xiii. under the iuniUtudc 
of different farts of ground^ wherdn good 
Seed being fown, brought forth fruit ac- 
cording to die nature of. the Soil, in foroe 
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SiKH.placeB.pkBtifidty,. io; odiets dilnty, 'sA 
^^* athen none' at ^i . ^rts sl Toy mf^ 
^^'''^'^ ^coT and acaovtc ddoiption trf the ££•> 
fetBDt £&as , whidi tfie DoOriiifS of 
^IVue Ke^on^ or lbs Teadiu^ and £af 
liortnions of Viitu^ iaato upori the lives 
and AOiotis of di&fitnt Sorts df meo. 
A* ibe _^&m £W, ft«m in a ^mtf Sa^ a: 
a had, inaff. ferdt . mwif Fruit or iS^ie^, 
or perijhes vntirHf aod pemc grows at all ) 
i> the -ICflowfedge of TitDth,. and the In- 
ftruSions of Rightcoufiids, accsrMng to 
the Mffertm dt^^om <f the mnds of 
Tbofe, «> whom die Argamcnts of Rea- 
ibn and the Modves of ReligMm arc 
.propo&d ; are ekher oitirety fi^yreflfed 
by diem, and ottinguUhed, or dUe^ £>n»- 
time» in a gnsater, fbmedmes jn t le& 
degree, they |M-oducc the Fruit of Vtrtu- 
ous A£lt and HabitSi in the courfe cfa 

■ righteous and religious Life. And from 
hence, throughout the whole Scriptoiie, 
by a figure of ^»eech grounded upau the 

: analogy of Tbii Ptrabh, the Ads and 
I-Iabits of every Moral Virtue > fowided 

. upon die MotiveB of the GoTpel , and 
fprmging from the Prindples of True 

' Rehgion, from die Belief of God and of a 
Judgment 
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Jtu^aiHit to aStfiej <rt vay «*preffivdyS i « ». 
tonnof, rif Fmit* if the Sfirit ; the ""-^^l, 

cd in the Doftrincs of Traftft, and di- . 
reSed and Ulatnctd' in aU in AfUngs, 
bjr a juft Scale of IrhM a Sight in itftl) 
wA jixiftMe tt fioA Oil. r, oa, ?ir 
Fruit ijf the ^rit, it JW, ytf. Peace, 
Lmg-fijaing, Oenfftneji, Ctsdn^ Pritb, 
}^ekmp, Tempermci. And They who 
\Tf a~ viftuocis eomfe of Liife- in tlieir 
whole convet£ttbfii ahd in etefy put of 
Adr BdBnour in the World, (hmr that 
didr Religion is- not an ej)^ Notiat, or- 
eMemtf i%>i« tf GoMv^i, a roenJ !)(»»■ 
miuSm of a Sei3 or ^^anyi W( a rtal< 
Prind^ and Giamd of A<^o(], -a real 
Aufr (W Gwdt of life and manners j are 
by the ApoAle deferibed under' '^s cha- 
n£ter, that they iring firth Fniit wK» 
God ; having ^Mr Fruit m/Sa Hoiitttfi^- 
atid-tbe End everlajiing Life, Rom. ti. 22.- 
fa. 4. The Figure, is the very fame with 
7^ made ule of in /iv 7>x/ ; JSwiy 

- ?r« it kntmn iy bis svm Ftaiti fir if 

*nxrtis men do not gather Figs, nor of a 

Bramble-bttfb gather they Grapes. And 

the Uteral fenfe of it is explained by pur 

I Saviour 
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r28r How io jtyge" d/M^rbl .A&ims.' 
ScRM.SatioUr hi^olelf in die ye^ ixxt nods- 
^^J- following, i)ft. 45. A good mm^ atU-^ 
^^"^tbf gcod, ^reijfure_ef his Hearty bringetb 
forth tbst wbicb is good; aadanevil aum, 
out of the e^l tret^ure of bis Hearty brit^' 
etb forth that which is eviJ: Fm- of the 
abund^^ rf the Hearty bis Mouth fpeak- 
efh. Ko;ir ac^»cding tx> Ihs escplicaddn, 
'tis evident . that, whether by this £guni- 
tive plvafe, every Tree^ we undcifland 
die Per^ biinfetf .viho aSs, or tlw Prin- 
ciplei Siom whidi his Actions floW} the 
Set^ -is, .either way, , one and the fame. 
By die Anions of a man's Life, by the 
whole Coi^fi and tetwur of his j^ehavi- 
ouria the' Wwld, and by-w (tfAr dSf- 
JiinBim whatlbever, can .be alceitain^d 
the True C^aSier of any Perfmf^ and 
the Rial Goodnejs or Badmfs of hw ;iV/a-^ 
ciplei. . ; E5<tertal Namis and ■ Denonfimz-. 
tiom, eWiw of Tbings or Perfons^ are all 
4ecei0i/f Piwences to Opinions and Ih- 
&riaej, may be all fallacious. Forms, and. 
O^/en^atifes of all kinds may be kfpocri-. 
tical. Any thing may be called by Arrf 
Name, and Any thing may appear under. 
Any Shape. But never can it happen in 
Any ■ cafe, that of Tlfwm men ihoidd ga~, 
ther. 
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ther Figii or that of a BnmHr-iuJb they Sum. 
Omaii giitber Gri^i. Never can it hap- V'' 
pen in Any. cafe; that men of arrupt''^^'^ 
Principkt and vitious Ltves, can really. 
have any True Seliglm; or that Any 
True ReSgim, any Doarine that is from . 
God, (hould he the Parent of any rice. 
or of any FoUy, of any Jlhfurdity, al any 
enuUj, oi my Pride, Tyrmrri, or Cm- 
tentiaufiufs, or of any thii^ mijcbievoes. 
among men. The JiekmB^dgment and 
the rational WorJUp of God who ruleth 
o?er All J The JJniverfal Love and Good- 
mil of All 'mm towards Ml, in which 
our Locd declares all the L<m and tie 
Vropbeti, and all the Gclpel too, to be 
fuiamatily contained; The Sobriety,- Ho- 
linefs, aid Virtumi Living, which tli Re^ 
lig^ of Chrift requires in Thofe, who 
expedt a Judgment to come, and who 
(according to bis Promife) look for new 
Heavens and- a new Earth, wherein dwelU 
eth Righteoufaefs ; Thefe things can no 
imre .po^ly\c the real produi^ve Caitfe 
of any thing hurtful to Mankind, than a 
Vine can bring forth any other Fruit than 
Grapes, or a Fig-tree than Figs ; or than 
Sheep (acoofding to another of our Lotd'a 

Vol. m. K fimili- 
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130 How iajui^ of Moral ASittts^ 
S B R u. fiipilitudes) can jufUy be diarge4 widt 
^'* the Rapino comnutted by Woh^ in 
^-^'^'"^ Sbeept-chibiMg. There is m Principle im 
Nature of- more certain imd neceffm-y 
Truths,, of more ffddetit Cleamefs, of more 
univerfal Extent and Vfefidaefi than This. 
And for 7&'i re<^m our Saviour, upoa |» 
nwy otxa&am, wd in mtntfreus Placet o£ 
the G(^)el , repeats this Maxim , aad 
makes perpetual AlhiJions to it Thus 
Mat. vii. 15. Beware of falfe Fr^tt, 
'Ufbich come to you in SkeepM-^l^bing^ btd 
inwardly they are ravening U^ohvs : Ti 
Jhaii knew tbem Sy tbeir Fniite : Da men 
gather Grapes of 'fborns, or Bgf of Qii/iUs f 
A gBod 'Tree camtot bring forth e^H Br^it, 
neither can a corrupt Tree hrit^ fn4ii 
good Fruit : EJvery Tree thai bfingetb 
not forth good Fruit is hewn down mt4 
caft into the Fire : Or, as he cifewh«f» 
exprefles himfelf concerning the hypocri- 
tical Hiarifecs ; Matt. xv. 13. Every Plara^ 
libhfcb my heavenly Father bad mt planted, 
Jkall he rooted up. Again, Afeff. xii. 33, 34. 
. Gonceming the iame hypocrites , when, 
under a prcten& c^ Z^l for Rdigion, 
they hiafphenied both the De£irine and 
the Worh- of the Holy Ghoftj Gene- 



DyGoogle 



Ho'w to judge of Moral j^ions, 13 1 
ra^m of Pipers, lays be, btyw can ye^ Be-StK u. 
ing n-mUpak Good things? Either make VI. 
the Tree good, and his Fruit good; «r ^'^^'^^^ 
tnake the Tr^ corrupt^ and bis FVuit cer- 
rupt'. For the Tree is known Sy his Fruit: 
That is ; Eirfier forbear Aefe wicked and 
unrighteous Pradlces, <» pretend not to 
make Profcffion of ReKgion at all. T© 
mention but One place more : yoh. xv, x. 
J am the true Fine, iaith our Ltxd, and 
my Father is the Hushandman.' Fivery 
Branch in me that beareth net Fruit, be 
iaieih away j and e-very Branch that bear^ 
ctb Fruit, he purgetb if, that if may Sring 
firth more Fruit. The Meaning is: The 
Belief of die Poarinc of Chrift, and of 
a Judgment to come, is the Foundation, 
the Root or Principle of all Chriftian 
Virtues: Every man therefore who calk 
lumfelf a Chnftlan, and yet lives not m 
the Praaice of ChriiHan Virtue ; is rejcft- 
ed of God, as a Dead B-anch ; as having 
no participation in That Vital Principle 
whkh alone unites hioi to Chrift here, 
and entitles him to a Share in his King-' 
dom hereafter. 

K a Thi 
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132 H<mtQJudgfi of Moral A^knu 
Serm. The Mcairii^ of the ^irali« ExpreC- . 
^'•' lions. in die Text, beii^ dius explained 
^'"^^ fiom the Nature an4 Retfin ^ the Ih'ngy 
and from the Ufi of the like matmer fif\ 
Sjteaiing'in fiber places of Scripture i the 
Do^rine cont^ned in the vt(xd&, ^pcars 
pianly to be This : That by the yiSims 
c£ a man's Life, by his virtuous or vitious , 
I^raSice^ by the whoJc Courfe and Tetuur 
of his Bclmyiour in the World, and by. 
m other Mark or Dijltn^ion whatfoever>- 
om with any certain^ be detemiined. 
the True QjoraBer. of ^«y Perfotit and 
die- HialGoedneJs oc Badnefs of the Prin- 
ciples by which he is. governed. Every 
Tree is kttmvTt iy bis Qvn Fruit : For oj ' 
Thorns men do not gather FigSy nor of a 
Bramble-bufh gather they Grapes. . 
. And the U/J of this rk)^ine is of 
the greatefi Importance, and Extent : For, 
from hence mny be eftimated the Excels. 
lency and Weightinefs of Any particular 
Trutby and the Meafiire or Degree o€ 
Malignity of , every . Sort of Errour^- m. 
matters of Religion. . From hence may 
be judged the Nature wid polity of eve- 
ry kind of Materials, built (according to 
theApoftle St PauN fimilitudc, i Cor. 
I * iii. 12.) 
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Hi. 12.) -i^n the Fouttiiatim o£ '€Bri^ -,5 1 k vi, 
whcthw it be GW, Silver^ Precioui-ftones^ ^^h>^ 
Wood, Hay, or Stubbk. Whether k be^^'^'^''^ 
Work of fuch a fort, as, when it comes 
to be tried by the Fire of the Divine 
Judgment, it will ahide, and the Builder 
flail receive a Reward fra- it. Or whe- 
ther it fiall be burnt, and He accordingfy 
Jball fuffer hji j and yet be himjelf finally 
befavedy but Jo as by Fire. Or whether, 
laftly, it be fuch as is defiruSive 6f die 
very Foundation itfelf, on which it is 
built; and Then That fcvere Thrcatning 
in the following words be . apjdicable to 
him," vcT. 17, If any man dejlrey the Tem- 
ple of God, Him Jball God dejiroy. 

The End and D^gh of all Religion; 
the Proper Efe£l and Produce of Good 
principles; rfie Good Fruit of a Good 
Tree i the ultimate Fiew and Fundamental 
Intention of all religious Truths, implant- 
ed in-men dther by Nature or Tcadiing ; 
is the France of Virtue. For the word 
Religion, in its very Notion and original 
Meaning, %niJies an Obligation ; an Ob- ■ 
ligation upon men, arifing from the Rea- 
Jbn of Tbir^s and fiom the Government oj 
Cod, to do what is juji and^ virtucus and 
K J goedi 
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Ss R u.good i to live, in a conftant habitual Se»fe 
_V^ and Acknowledgment of Goi^ in the 

^^^pntftifc of univerial JuAics and Charity 
towards Mm^ and in a regt^ and fob^ 
Government of tbar Oivn Paflions j un- 
der a linn periWalion and continual ex- 
peAadon of the righteous diftribution of 
Rewards and Punilhments at their prt^ 
ScaTrai, in the eternal Judgment of God. 
Ilast is the Fowidatim of Rcl^on } the 
Jpmdamental Dofbine j in atl Places, and 
at all TVffiff, invariable and etemaL 'Vni 
being corrupted by numerous Superftititmi 
among d» Jews^ and by the abfotdeA 
Lkiatries and moil enormous ImmoraH- 
tm among the Hattben, Cbriji xame in- 
to the World to report j and, by the 
preaching of Forghenefs upon "True Re-^ 
Pintmce and effcBual j^nJment of Life 
Kid MoTiners^ to bring back Sinners to 
the Kingdom of God, throu^ the Obe- 
dience of the Goipel. bi frofortien tbere^ 
fore as any DoBrim if 7rutb his a 
greater or more pfopw and more imme- 
diate Tendency to frtpiote This Great 
End, io produce This Fruit of the Spirit \ 
f xadly the very jame frapartim has it of 
l^?i^bt ai^ Excellency, in the religious 
eftima- 
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eftimation of thii^; *Tis GaA/, or Si'/StKik. 
wr, or Precious Stones, (in Ac Apoftle's ^'*> 
Language,) iw'lt t^oH the Ft»^dathn of-^"^^"^ 
CMft, And on the taker iide, any Er- 
rommis Opi^on ; in pnportim as it has ■ 
-<*y, or M> Moral influence j in die ve- 
ry f<me froportim , 'tis eithtf Fsiiky or 
StnocefU. Tis (in St Pauh fimflitude) 
cither . Woody ISiy, Stuhile ; fotncthing 
that is merely kfi kbota-^ ujeleji only, anil 
i^fig^ifif^s'^i and of m Strength in the 
Buildh^ : Or eUe 'tis off^e to^ and -di- 
firu^Hve efy the wry Fo^id^iott of the 
'itempli if Godt 'Tifi (in the analogy of 
our Smu'oar's Parable,) That which deno- 
minates a Man cither to be a yim, in 
whidi arc many Fruitlrfs !^nches j or 
that he is (according to the Ccmparifon 
in the Teia) a "Horn or a Bra^k-bu/b^ 
item which 'tis impoflibie to expcA there 
fhould ever at all be gathered Figs or 
Grapet. 

Bv fbis Rvk therefiwc (I %) may 
certainly be dHlinguifhed the Meafitre ae 
Degree of Malignity of eixry Sort of £rp 
rour, in meters of Religion. 

K 4 By 
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Sz Rif/ By Tbiii (to inftance m Particulars,) 
y*^ ■ it appears Wherein confifted the malignity 

14/VN; of the H&ihsx^ldelatry, and bow Gre4t 
•the Evil oS it was. For whereas the ra- 
tional Worjhip of the One True God of 
•Nature, and Gowrnfiur of the Umverfe, 
' and the Acktmoledgment of his Tm Pfr- 
JtBims and JittributeSy taught by die 
cffi^nal onccKTupted Ught of Nature 
and Reafon, leads Men by a direB and 
proper J by an immeJiatey natttraly and 
perpetual Influence , to the Imitadm and 
PraBifi of diofc moial and eternal Vir- 
fuesy which, in their higheft and com- 
plete Per&^on, are Urn Excellendes of 
the Divine Natore itfelf } the Wor/hip of 
Wood and Sloney on the contrary, by a no 
ie& natural and immediate Tendency, 
leads Men to place empty fi^rflitious-sM 
Jen file fs Ohfervances in •&& Room of all 
'real Virtue and Goodnefe. ; And the H^»r- 
Jhip of FiBitioui Deities, formed, .by the 
Imaginations of Corrupt Men, like to 
Tbemfehes in the Prafldfe of all uurighte- 
eujiiefs and •Debauchery, This, ftiH wafi 
more, leads Men into .the moft abuninable 
Corruption of Muiners. According - to 
lh» defcription St Paul givts of the Hea- 
dien- 
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then-Worid» Rem. \. 21, Btcauje tbatStnu^ 
wben tbey knew God^ tbey ghrifed bim mt ^'* 

as GoJy arid did net Uh to retain Garf'"^'^'"^ 

Iff t&eir Knffwledge % thctefbre God gave 
tbem over to a reprobate mind, to do 
tb^ things wbieb are mt amxment. 

Again: By the fame meafiire of jw^ 
ing, m^ eaiily be underftood the Nature 
of ^at Errour, and the Degree of its 
ill EffeSi, which the Nation of the Jews 
had very generally &Uen intt>» in and be- 
five our SaTioar's umej viz. An* h^ng 
the great Strefs (^ Reliponj matt upon 
die $xa£l Ob&rvanoe of certam Outwiinl 
Ceremonies^ than upon tibe habitual Pradicc 
of Moral Virtue. The Ceremonies of the 
Jewipj Law» iejides thdr pecpetual ty^- 
fyittg o£ the M^ab to oxxae, and' thor 
diftinguijbing in a moft remarkaMe man- 
ner the National Worflnfpers of tbe God 
^ Heaven from all the idolatrous Nations 
€£ the Earth j were moceover appnnted 
of God to be continual Emblemst and as 
it were Memorials of their OUigation to 
Ji^or^l HolinefSf SanSify yourfehes^ iaith 
the Ijxd^Levit. xl 44; and ye Jhall he 
Holy y for 1 am Holyi And if ye mil «fey 

Sty 
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Se r tt.aty ij«W indiedy nnd.hep iny cffixnahi^-"'^ 
^*- ye jball be wit» mi a Kingdom tf Pritfts, 
Exxix.e-*''^ tf Hahf Naticfti So far thei;6i<*e as 
thoir Obfemnee of the Geremenies of die 
Law, pronwtod the End tot wlueh diofe 
Ordinances were appointed ; So far as 
th^ kept that people; ^tiM/ in their M- 
hetetKt to flic Werftyip of the Trot Gai, 
and, \>f the Card required in avoid&lg 
evoy natural hnpivity, continudly re- 
fnin^d them to be mtKh meat; SsetfeA of 
whateirair vob morally foch : Ss far diofe 
Ceremonies were of rtal Efirem in t^ 
Sight of Gody and of rtal i«ligioas Wt^ 
vantage to Aftff. Wh«ifoev6r the Obfef- 
vance of the feme outward Ceremonies 
was i^Mtfate from the internal Moral Be- 
nefit j die CeremoTt^ then betame ufelefs,in^ 
dje Okfirvmion of k vain. But wbni « 
any time the Ceremsny came /« co^titi'en 
■with the Mora/ ■D^O'* * *^ preferred 
befixe it, or was prefumed to be accepta- 
ble in the Stead of it ; in the Stead of the 
Weightier matters of the Law, Jupee, 
Mercy, and Faithfulnefs j Then the Cere- 
tnoAy^ though of God's own appointment 
became (as the Prophets in the Old Tefi^ 
menti and our Saviour in the Go/pel, per- 
petually 
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petuolty declare; it became) oditrni toSsRii. 
Gft^j and aSomiaabk in his Sight. '^'• 

LaiUy: By tbe/ame Rnlc may be judg-^^'"*''^ 
ed the degree of Malignity of any et-rafit- 
ous Notiom or OpihtoHs among Chriftians. 
The End and iJeySjfw of the Gojpel of 
G6rt^, is to refiore Sititters to thfe Favwr 
^ Gtdt by bringing them back to the 
Prance of Rigbtemfnefi and True Holt- 
nefi. So fir as y^nj- Errour •icbat^ever 
huTK not and prevents not TLis Defign- 
fo ftr as 'tis merely jpeculeti-ve, and pro- 
duces no Fmit of evil Coi^equentxs in 
PraBice ; fo fer 'tis innocent ^ and may be 
afcribed to Weahufu But in what degree 
focver its Influence is hurtful to Virtue^ 
in the very J'awa f^oportion 'tis always 
faulty in Mw, and blame-^artby befcve 

For inilanee : With regard to errone- 
ous Notions concerning GU: Every Opi- 
nion concerning Ae Divine Nature w 
Perfe<aions, which Is in itfelf obfurd and 
uAinteltigible^ is juft fb far hurtful to Re- 
li^n, as it diverts Men from the PraStice 
of the Law of Rigbteoufnefst by filling 
them witfj a cbildijh and fuper/litious ima- 
gination, tJlat God is ;>/^<7/i^ wifh their 
1 pretending 
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Sx%u.prMendi^ or fanfying diat they beHew 

^^- they huw net what. Notions conccrmi^ 

^^^^abfditte and unamMtiomae. Predeftinationt 

f are joft fo £u-.£inlty and blame-y^cnthy in 

Rel^on, as they cut the Sitiewt anddeOW' 

( A>S& all the Motives of yirtUf, by afcri- 

/ lui^ to Cod fucb a Sovereignty, as defrays ^ 

j all the Other PerfeSHons oi his Nature; a 

Severeigtityj denoting a Power of afting, 

* in Moral Maaas, without r^ard to Mo- 

' rai Reafim } Whidi, in Tru^ and ' Reali- 

' ty, is no more an Jttribute of Go J, than 

' die Power of a^ng in natural "diings, 

contrary to Natural Pdflibility. Erronc- 

^ ous Notions concerning Faith, (taking it 

I to iignify a mere credulity; whereas in 

j tnith, when fpoken of as a Chriftian vir- 

! tu^ it always means Fidelity, or ASing 

\ Faithfully and fteddily upcn Chriilian 

' Principles:) Errours 'concerning 'Grace^ 

j (taking it to fignify an Operation of God 

j upon Men, when indeed it denotes His 

gracious jicceptanee of their Rtpentante 

' and jfnundment, brought about by the 

I Motives and jiffifiances of ^ Gofpel:) 

Errours concerning the Merits of Cbrifi, 

(when viiieus and debauched perfohs Ik^ 

to be iaved hyHij Merits, uiftead of re- 

i ■ forming 
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ftrming and amending tbeir Manners inSiiiH* 
oiier to obtain , F^xgjvenefi through His Y"^, 
Ipterccflion : ) And, ftill more than allV**''^^ 
the&, ./^>pliGU3ons made to ./ii^eltt .and.l 
u^ Satpts d^parteJ, and to Images of/ 
Wood and Stone, and Other tbe like Ji«-J 
ventimsi All Thefe thipgs, are, up(Hi/l 
One and die iame Account, deftruSive c^ \ 
true RtUgioni in that they fiippofe Ob&* / 
dience to the eternal and. tmchai^jeable 
Law :<MF;Gpd, which is die Pradlicc of 
Moral- Virtue^ may be commnted fer by! ] 
any other Performances whatlbever : | 
Whidi; is indeed the ^tnce o£ all Super- ^ 
fijtim:^ Tis, in die Allufion made by 
our Saviour in the Text, the Fmit of 
i3bc Thorn or Bram^k-Bujb, inftead of - 

Again; With regard like:nrife to er- 
roneous, Notions ccHicotiing our Du^ to- 
vrards Men : Every Opinion that leads in 
Pnu^ife. to Contentioufnejit Pride, Cruelty, 
and the like ; is evidendy fo £tr not itmh' 
cent, but deJlruSive of Reli^on, as 'tis 
inconj^ent with the Great and Eternal 
Law of Charity and Good-will towards 
Mankind. From whence may eafily be 
perceived the extreme Malignity of the 
RmiJUf 

DigniodD, Google 



142 Havi^to judge of Mffral ^im$ 

SvR M. Ramijb DsSrine of Perficution j by which 
^- idl the Authority^ wh^with God has b- 
^^''^ vefted men fer the Incouragement of T^ir* 
tue and Pantjhment of Ficf, has been 
wickedty and perVCTfcly imployed in for- 
cing a violent and iypeeriticat Pretenfi of 
Unify if Opinion, in matters genendly of 
. tieuht/al Speculafien, and oit-times of Vn* 
godfy Pra0ife too J to the entire Subver- 
Jon bodi of Truth and Charity. 

Laftly J With regard to enponeons 

Nodons concerning every man's own pri- 

v^c EVity in dw Govermnent of Wm- 

fitf: Every Opinion that ^ves Licence 

to Any Sort of Deiauchery; that gives 

men Incourage^nent to Jn, in hc^ws that 

Grace mm abound ; turning the Grace of 

■ God into Lafcivioufnefsy as the Apoftle 

expreffeg it, and making Chriji the Mini-' 

I Jter of Sin ; Every foeh opinion, I fey, 

' is a Root of' Bitteme/i, and brings forth 

1 Fruit unto Death. Of Tliis Sort is That 

I defperatc Notion which has prevailed fo 

f much in tlic Church of Rome j a relying 

upon repeated Confeffiom and AbfiluHom 

1 for tlie Pardon of Sins^ in the Praffice of 

i wliich they ftiU however csntinue. And 

[ of the lame Kind is Tliat dangerous ex- 

peflation 
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pe£bitIon even among Proteftants too j S e r m. 
when Men of loofe and debauched Lives ' 
filler themielves, that, without Any re-^"*^^ 
al Virtue or Holinels, they (hall be ac- 
c^)ted of God, upon thdr perfiirming, 
on a Bed of Sicloie^ and at the Approach 
of Deatht fome of thofe external Duties, 
which were inftituted on purpoie to be 
Ohligatiom and Afiiftanccs to Holimfs of 
Ufe. But our Rule is One, and Hain : \ 
He that dotb "Righteoufneji^ is Righteous, i 
Which is the literal Meaning of the Ft- / 
gure in the Text : Every Tree is known ^ / 
his (mn Fruit : For of Thorns men do not\ 
gather Figs, nor of a Bramble-iujb gather, 
they Grapes, 
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SERMON VII. 

The Nature of Religious Truths. 



2 Tim. ii. 25. 

In Meeknefs inftruSiing tbofe that 
oppoft tbemJeJves, if God perad- 
venturi viiU give them Repent- 
once to the achumledging of tht 
Truti. 

S Light is neceflarily and eflen- S i r 1 
tially diflirent from Dart- Vll 
nefs , notwichlbndifig thole " 
who are blind cannot diiUn- 
giiifli That dilierence j fo, 
aotwithltanding the Weaknels and Blind- 
Vol. ffl. L nefs 
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SKRM.nc& of men's UndedUndings , and thtf 
^"- mudi worfe Confiificn axifiag i«xn. the 

^''"^'^ Cttm^rion a»d Perverfciwls of their 
Waki )rct Truth is ftiU, in the Natve 
of Things, «IwayB K«l and InvariaMe, 
and, for the moft prt, diftinguijhahk al- 
fi> from Errot. In _/«iw ^;n<A of things, 
'tis indeed very £ff^t icx tf$ xo difcover 
where the Tnith lies j the Caufes of things, 
being abftruft ; the EnA mtd Defgm of 
diem, remote > the things themfehes, of- 
ten, intricate ; the Manner how they oaf 
{loflibly be, diverft aiid various ; and our 
UnderJianM^t in it&If fmite and fallible, 
put Tb^ diflkulty of iinding out tbp 
Truth, is generaHy jn things of That 
natore only ; Trf)ich are c£ no great im- 
pomnce for us to know. As the E^s of 
«ar. 5<^, 4Fe fitted only to di&em things 
within the reach of fuch ft diftance^- as 
'ds of Ufe to us in Life to compidiend 
within. our .View; £> our Vnderjianding^ 
which is Ac Eye oS the Mind^ can verj 
djfficiiltljf fearch into the Truth o^jium- 
b^Ie& diings, which it ^oes pot concern 
us diftinftly to know. But in AH things 
of itr^srtance, ax all things df great and 
:.' '."■■■ ■ .> ■ -^ ■ ^^j. 
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red Ufe (0 us, fuch as arc the eternals txM. 
Differences of Good and Evil, and all V^^- 
Matters fundamental in ReSgim ; in iTjefe ^"^"^^^ 
ihinffl. Truth Is alwayi as diftinguiihablc 
to Ae unpn^udieed Underftanding of a 
FerCm even of a mean Cttpadty, as Light 
is by the Eye diftinguifliaWe from Dark^ 
ncfs. 

That <?&/, the Mater and Judge of 

aD, is to be worihi|^d, ruher than the 

Fi^ons of Humane FoDy. That the 

Worfhip moft acceptable to him, is the 

Obedience of a -rirtuous and fober Life, 

radier dian «n Endlefs Circle <:^ mere 

ertemd Ceremorfes. That the I^adice — 

rf Jujike^ Rigkecufitefs , Meeknefs and 

Charity, is much mwe ufcfiil to men, - 

r-r&an-^ thetf ftirring up each othcrg Zeal 

-jor or agoing epinienSj of which they - 

-imderftand voy little : Thefc great lines 

of Truth, MB fo plainly, fo Ix^htly 

confpicuous, both in Reafon and &rip. 

ture, diat bt 'who rum ma^ read them, 

Whdbever is led into any Error, con* 

trary to thcfe Great and Ftmdamental 

Truths , 'tg not 1^ his Vnderfianding, but 

by his Will that he is deceived ; and 

''■ -r '' L 2 there. 
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Seku. therefore he is juftly anfwecable for his 
^'^ Folly. ^God ipould have all men to be 
^^^^JatXift ami to come ft the KncwUdge of the ^ 
- Truthy I Tim. il 4. The Light held forth 

to them is clear and ftrong; the Rules^ 
I are Few and jx»i%icuous j that an impre> 
judiced Perlbn would hardly think it pof- 
iible ^tbey ihould be miftaken. Yet fo 
extcnfivc is That kind of Error which 
|ffoceeds from Wilfolne& and corrupt 
Ai{e£Ucais, th^ in oppofkion to thdfe 
Gr^t and Plain Rules it is, that the tehole 
H^orld lietb m H^ickednefsy i Joh. v. 19. 
ia oppoliticHi to the Evidence of This 
Alining Ught it is, ^t the Devotion of 
the Pt^Jb World is transferred from the 
God u}d Father of all things, and fi-om 
.the One only Mediator whom He has ap- 
poin«2 ; to Saints, and Angelsf^d Iraa- 
ges, and fi^tious Rclicks.'/ In oppofitbn 
-to the lame plain and evident Troths it 
ky that, not in the P^pijh World only, 
hox. in too great a part even of That ^- 
Xo which calk itlclf PrstteJIant, mere out 
ward and cuftomaiy Forms have by Ma- 
:Dy pcrfons a grdter £tre& laid upon them, 
.than the weightier matters of the Law, 
Pradlfe 
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Pradife of Trae Virtue : And men gene-S t % u-. 
lalfy are more concerned to TuppcHt un- '^''• 
certiun Opinions, Aan to (iromoce the^^^ 
I&bits of Juftice, Goodneis, Temperance, 
Meekneis, and univcrfil Good-wiW to* 
wards Mankind ; upon which principally 
depends our ^ppinefs in Tint Woridi 
and our Tide to That wbicb is to come- 
This is the Great Corruption, the Great 
and Univerfil Error bf-All Ages in mat- 
ters of Religion. And they who Thus 
of^ tbemfthn to the Great End and 
D^fign of the Gelpel> fubv«ting the 
Simplicity and Parity of the doOrine of 
CJirHl; thefe, as well as thie Atheiitic^, 
debauched, and prb&ne, are the Perfons 
whdni ' we ot^ht to^ be continuayy /n- 
Pruning in Meehnefs^ if Gad feradventure 
vitlpve them Repentance to the Acknotc- 
le^meitt ^ the truth. 

I N which words of the Apoftfc, we 
mayol^rvc diftrnftly the fidlowlng par- 
tici^ars. ifiy A iuppofition laid down i 
That Truth is fomediing real in itje^^ and 
of importance to Men% fomediing that 
nfay be found, and which we cugbt to 
feck after, zdhf. An- Ob&rvation made 
■ - L 3 concCTning 
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Se R v.c(»icen)ing- tbQ' cprropt; ftate-aml lUfppfi* 
, jj^^*^n «f A&nkincii Hit Some there will 
^^"^^ always be, who «?7/,ftt thcmfclrw to op' 
fofe the Troth. 3'^»>A Dire£lion ^ven^ 
cpnceming. oar Own Puty ; that we oug^t 
to infin0 : fuch peribns « in Meeineju 
And 4fA/^,;a /^^/arr addcd,^«*6y we pvght 
to do it in That manner;; if God peradi 
v:7}fftre- vfill give t^beifi Bfpentancefo th 
of/uifwlftlgtBent of the. Trutt. ■ 
- t/^ Hbre fe x,^uppo^ipu l^id ';C^own) 
that Writkt. i» ibflnething r^/ in *^^, 
and of importance, toi i^mj fomethipg 
that-,.^;tf;p.be found, *^4,- which we w^ 
tQ fofik; -alter./ I hqye- already obfervod, 
that tyher^ver the' ,3cripWre fpeaks of 
Trrrf^ ,■ .^ alivays o^eaw Ji«:^ Tr^h as 
h^s referion ttx Sr/tfiwij;, Aiid I ih»U uie 
the word iti Iha im^ thfo'' the >yh(^ 
following Difcourfe. .^ Truth, of what 
kind jbeKfT- -it be, U, r»t/j -but ne/,alv^ys 
of. imfittmce. ^ JmUi, ,ha$ ita.imrh 
dation- in Natitre \ hut is- no/ always se* 
ccflary, or -of any gceat Ufe for Us to 
know. Bat Truth in imWets of Reli^ion^ 
is always of the {p%ateft imporiancfi as 
being the Feunddiiott a^ul ^e Suj^^, oi 



DyGoogle 



f&e Nature tf tieU^km initit. tft 

fSg^ PraSitt. Mni, opon immimiSt*ul 
Prindfta, may d» wlae is R^ fcy ^^ 
GSimWj Of Ihe ftiiFral iViitfjr of tkei"''**^ 
Temper, ma; «wnile Ih* ilt inlliMBc* sf 
Inflakea PrifldflM i Bin Aac cm tic M 
tertmti, tkerecmbcno^JtM!^ Kate of good 
PHtOke, without * Fonarbtioa of l^itli. 
All ErriMr is (imideii » tM^naion ow 
t^ i Tis a Stii&vi Vithoot a SuUtsneei 
Tn geneiallr nottSxg dt^ but a amfaA 
jbUowin^ of tf/^ destf Optoiote, or pf^. 
jteiideil OpiiuMa;'^ llz;r and ibatnl Ad^ 
iumncc e» i^ O^mm tsf ibg Age no 
1^ in, or die /i&iMi wlueli A^yin t« 
prtvMf, Kfcei tfiJ^ fefixDni, in ftartiada^ 
PUces, and am«Hg <et»ln iS^j txPar^ 
fiet' of' men; l^rincSples of wKidl kind, 
can be no better a Feiindation of PlaAice; 
dtan insK Chalice ;' Atid' Reli^oa ftui^ 
upoa iiich- a qwek-^d, is, in the fevenil 
NatioiK: of tHe£artk, notfiSng at i^ moK 
tfian the Cujttm or Pafhisn if the Ceaot' 
try. Bd^on acceptable to (?*/, who 
judges the Heart; moft be, in die 
Mini of every fartiadar Perfon, a X/>yc 
of Tra^i and K^fo .• A Lore of Hat 
Xnith and Right, not which is cftcemcd 
L 4 fuch 
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15a Tie Nastfre of Rdigimi ttuths: 
S B * M. loch upoi mere vii^ . and coAcciurr 
^^^ Acceptatidn, bat whidi the Mind itfetf 
^^^ perceives and ftcU, and, upm Ebninina- 
tion lindfi to be &> in redity. Of This, 
the Afind of every uncomipt Man, is by 
'^ Anthorof Nabire' made as competent 
a Judge; as the Eyea erf the Body, are 
made & to diicem between Liglit and 
Duknefi. And the R^iteouib^ of 
Godls future' Juc^ment, (7W Judgme^ 
wherdn men dull gjw an account of 
^temfislres, not in die lan^ by Scds and 
Pirties, but every man fii^y and perioo- 
ally iac him^i the Right«)iifi)e&, I %, 
of that future Judgment) mnft of ne- 
cei&y dqxnd, open every man's uoderr 
AandL^ &r Himfelf die Rule he is to be 
jndged by. What This Rule is, can be 
pf no tUfficulty for any man to diic^ver. 
Natural Confiience^ That origtaal Ligbt^ 
That Candle of the Lord^ which Cod has 
implanted in every man's Breaft, tells hun 
always 'aebat it is, widi r^ard to the eter~ 
nai truths of Morality : And to them ' 
who live under the Light of the G^/^ 
the a d diti o n a l Precepts gjven by Cbri^ in 
^i^ure^ are 00 leis dear and conff^- 
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cyous.: Tbrft Trtftbsft^ God, !ue,vUke5eK m^ 
an immovable JRaci; the Bafis and Foun- ^'^'' 
dation' of That True Religion, which '"^^^^ 
approver itfclf to every: roan's XJiukrftand- 
ing by dear Reaicn,- asjd glorifies. Gqd by 
making men £ke unto him through Vir- 
tue, and Righteou&e^ in their BroBice, 
All faJfe Religions confift, in changing 
fbeje Truths tf Ged in^;a - lAe^- Rom, \ 25. 
Eitho:- corrupting die Truth of CocUs 
CreathUy by introdudng inK>' Keligjcm 
thii^ oppofiCe to, or things wificli draw 
ram iron, the Prat^ice of- Virtue, of 
Juilk^ .Ooodnefa. aod Chsxit^. . Or.cqr- 
rq>tit^:tbe Tmik (^^ God's R^^atioay 
by n^ixing vvith the plain :fitnp)K>ty of 
the podrine s>f Quifti . TradiriDns and • 
uncertain Notions of merely Humane In^ 
venuoii. Trafh. i^If, both naiural an4 
reoedei; whai'iq»rate irpm all conup. 
tion? oi.Aien, afpcia^ ^ways with a na- 
dve LuAre and %ai^, with a Strength 
and OeameJs of Reafoii, which, the Sdip. 
ture elegantly cofnpares to a Ug^t Jl>i». 
login Darknefii which needs no external 
Forcfi no Violence or Cwtpuljvm^ no arti- 
foial impofing upoii the UnderAanding, (as 
1 the 
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t j+ 7fc -Suture $f^Religioas ^dK 

S Eft u. the Imwttims bf-Meri^o;) tb c^ufe k td 
,yi- be received and embracttl; But it rc- 
^'^^'^uirW orily sn- -UT^reJudievd app/ebrrrj^a; 
and ximcbri-upt 'fnHi, 'irl tmier to Its 6e- 
mg cntertaihcd lihircifeHj^ in the Love 
thereof. It alwa}^ tends alfo' tc'prbinote 
mens /Wi? J^efeft ; tfeff trae Jnterefl^ 
2s well Temporal a? E^nah- The PeUve 
and Safisf£^ioftl\ of crery man's Oaw itf&i 
in paitictilaf J ■ and,- m general, laiircrial 
Xave 'dnd' Good-mil towards all ' Otheri, 
For 'afl- tii6_ Cententlens \^ ' Anlmo^eTy 
aB lAvb' Hatred &n3'Malic?i aXt tlis Pti^l 
Jecutim' and*! CrJw'Z/A'r ■ which ' Mvr'etcr 
been drercUcd iA tKc World urido' prc- 
tcnfe of zwl for ReEgjbn;- have in reality 
, dways- Mifirrr purely trpon Account Of zea! 
/ for matters 'of mem mvii Invention, n e v er 
but of concern for - the: plain L^ms and 
Cemmdndi of G^. " 'Arid iff tjie irk and 
ftiviffi • Bigotyry, -which -has at am lime 
tormented- die Min^^ of_ ^artictilaf hien ■ 
has been pwing^ to thc'Superftidous' !Er- 
rors, whertmth* the Weaknefe cf Some 
and the Defigns of Others,' have mifie- 
prefcnted ITiat Tnith of Cod, which the 
A|»offlc ftiles- the perfcdl Caw. of Liberty >. 
and 
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Tie Ifoturt tf}idig»ttt^utis. 155 

lud qf wlitcti, mr Savionr ))iqirdf dfr-SinH, 
^Jares, Job. TiB. 3? , Ti fioll hirw tit "^"L, 

JSot tyitbout tliC; gixatfft i<qaf«a ibooibs, 
js.that E^qrtsitiiii) of tlic Witb naa^ 
Prffo.jodii. 23, £bji /^ 7''IKi6| andjiil 
it mt,: And 'h..*'- 7. ly^fikmis tbt fria^ 
fifaltiingi tbtrtfirr g(t ifyiipiy ciid 
svitb ^aU tby Cftti?^, gft JJttdtx^atfdittgf 
£t iVW in Ulf« aafitxi, Piil. w, 8,..)a 
^J'tiat;, elf^nt . cn'umerationj v^bcreia he 
fefkans up «v«j| thjngtbatwBbs 'N'^B'* 

inapner, Xft^f.,if jiny .ViriMe^.i^. tben^ 
ft (mj.frvfix. ''f^iMfh Mf" TVfe U)ing9> 
ng!t Y'i^ovt ityariticriM Frofhaf i^ fbcctb 
iit ;d>e Head (^ ^, in tbe vc^ Sift.rank, 
Whiftfftver tUngi vrt Tiuc. ,■ And tl)i» 
in^y £iffic«, jor fljqiljmation .of ^ p/'iii^ 
Particalar in tde ToSs th^ &^tf^«f 
laid d4wn,.tiiat frv/i is iijoicthiiig fvaj 
xi^.-Hfelf, and- of, impeitanfc t» i)£rir| 
Ibmething that mtf be ilnind, ^ vhid) 
we sagbt to iiek^afer. 
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k <(• 7%e Nature of ReHgteus Truths, 

Sekm. zdfy. The- next Obfervstion cdlcAed 
VII. frojn the wcdils of the Tex^ is; that 

^•^^^^ fudi is the axrupt State' and I^pofidon 
of A^mkind, that' Svme there vnll always 
he, vrhcofili fet diemlelves to appo/e ^e 
Truth. Notwithftandin^ the Native Ex- 
cellency ami 0eauty oF Titfdi, coiifidered 
Mt iV/r^V nbtwithftanding- ■ the StrmTih 
ani Ckamefs of Reajhn, with whidi it is 
generaUy aocbmpaiued} ' notwithfianding 
the apparent Benefit dnd'Advantag^t whidi 
^ Knowle^ of THith always bdilgi 
to ManKrtfl ; yet fe 'litdc feniible are Mai 
of the intnn&k Exctllenciy of things, fo 
tunttqifiye'tpdie StrengtH of the deareii 
Reafort.-ft' apt to be ihtpoled flpon Jri 
jhdging coridcrning' their 6wti trae Intbr- 
eft i -that notWng \ is mrae Gommon, than 
to - fee "the plameft and moft uiefiil Tnidis; 
ha imttcrs^ of Rcli^on, ' violenri^ and 
baffioiiaidy oj^ftd.- ^ ' •- ■ 
♦ Tk-E- pnnripd Cmtfet ofdiis Oj^xift. 
tion;- dre in pa^ficDW; Igmrame^ Can^ 
itfmefi, -VrfyuMce; and Vice. 

The Virfi caufc of Men's lettii^ 

them&lyes in o|:^fition to the I^t ^ 

Tnitfa, Is Ignorance. Meaning here, hy 

Ignorance^ 
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TJ&tf Nature cf Reiighut^hifbs, 1 57 

Igmratat, not a hue Wrn^ 9f Xflev-SxAH. 
jSti^,- (For the natural and proper E%& ^^^• 
of bare Want of KiamUdgty is, that Moi'^^yV 
fiidwar to pofi Any judgment, 0/ <?//, up. 
on what they ondoifauid not; and tlut 
jtficy neither contend for nor againfi any 
<^nicm. h^xxe they have fome Ret^n to 
determine them fb to do :) Biit there is a 
p-efumptmus ^mxance, which dejpifts 
Knowlcf^; And This makes Men 0^ 
fo^ the Truth, befa% they underftand any 
thing f£ ic Seeft thou a man that defpi* 
fetb inftmdion? tture is znoie hofc of 9 
Fooly than of I£m. 

Another caufe of Men's oppofing 
the Truth, is Canleffaefi, They blindly^ 
and without .any ConiidenitioD , foUow 
the C;^0«u of the Place where they hap- 
j)Cii to live ; And Ac Knowledge of TruUi^ 
ieems to them to be of no great Impor-r 
tance. They take up; their: Reli^on ar 
adventures, not from the confideration of 
the Laws of Nature or of Reve/atro/tt but 
merely from the Company they chawe to 
^be educated amongft; And xbm AllRelU 
aiqni are put upon an equal foot, varying 
according to the acoidcntal Temper of the 
Perfons 
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S k. )( M- Perfons afl\6«g whom they prevtn. Meii 
. ^I-.of Thb. difpofition. careleft of finding 
^^'^'^Ottt Ac TraUi, snd con&qtiendy having 
ind^d no ReKgKm at alt, but barely die 
name ajid profeflion of' it ; .generally pfe- 
fex Any degrtt of Igmrante^ before the 
carcfuQcft Study «ither cf tiw hlature of 
Things, or of the Laws of [GeJ. To Thii 
Temper 'tis palpably owing, that fo many 
'wbole Nations at this ^ay, Pagayis and 
Mahmetanj, nercr ^'ive thcmfelvcs the 
Trouble to^ cnqmrc at all, whether the 
Cbrifiian RcK^n be true or no ; And 
even among the Profeffbrsof 0>rifH&nity^ 
(afi they drink themfclvei to be,) many en- 
tire Nations, full of Men very Learned 
knd of great Abilities, yet never foffcr any 
careful Inqtnry to be made, whether the 
Worihip (rf imaginary Saints, and erf" fina- 
gcs of Wood and Stone, and of Rdidcs, 
and of Bread ; and innumerable other Do<- 
drines and Pradices, aWurd Notions and 
fopeiflitious Ceremonies : they never ( I 
fny) fuffcr any careful Examination to be 
made, whether theft things are agreeable 
to the Plainnefi and Simplicity, to the 
2 Holinefe 
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3S5e N.ahif* <>f Rtligmn- ThUbt. » 5 9 

Holise6 Bad nuky of ChlUt's Religk>ll,SE > M', 
or np, - * ^'• 

A further Qiufe of Men's djpofiog ihe^'"''^ 
Trutl^, is Pr^ndtu, 'IlKy ue jigt per- 
iaj^ aatwaUy »^r«« 1 jior ^t pffo/*- 
ay <W ,carelefi a' .Tfltnper^ 06 to oppofe 
the Truth niercly to avoid die TnuUe oi 
thidjong h. But their PrejuJices act fo 
ilrang, that Uie ciininy; X^ canocit 
x>vercom4 and t^pote. & thick a cloud< 
The; have acouAoi^ thMamvcs to foun^ 
their Belief cgthely ib all i^idt Relir 
ance opon Otbfr Mui ijiAead. of build- 
ing it uppn the Evidence of TSings ttem* 
fihxt, wUdi is the Foaodadoo ef . Tnitb. 
And Tlw), the TtsMam of the Scribes 
and Eldare and ^iarii«es} .the Decrees o£ 
PtfHt ac the Detennaaiins of Parl'm, 
evidently, goveroed l)y Worldly Motives ^ 
Ihall jhave nuch iiMre Wei^ with them, 
ta p^wade them to hiind or Jbut dieir 
Eyes; tl^n the vrheit Scripturt xj{ Tnit}), 
or the Arongeft and phin^ Reajon in the 
World, (fball have to perfwade them to 
i^;ithem. So little do they confider Thole 
Admonitions of our Saviour; Search the 
Scrjpturtt ; and, He that hath Ban la 
bear. 
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i6o Ti^ Nature of Relightu ^rutBs. 

S E KM. bear^ let bim bear : Atod That of Sc Paul; 
VII- Ijpeak as unto wife mtn^ (dut is, to ihtd- 

'^^^ligcm pofonsi) ju^e ye lahat I fay^ 
I Cor. X. 15. And of St Prfw, i Prf. 
iii. 15. Be reaify akmajs to give an jin/wer 
to every man tbat osketb you a reajon ef 
tbe Hope tbat is its you. 

BVT the Laji and Greateft r«afbn ^ 
Men's letting diemfelves in oppc^tion to 
the Troth, is the Wickednefs 2sA Corrupt 
tion o£ their Maimers } the Love of un- 
righteoufiieis and debauchery, die Defire 
<^ Power and Doiininion, the Concern 
they are under 6x the Defen& and Sup- 
poit of a Sed or Party, without having 
Any Knowledge how fax they ar^ or are 
not, in the Ri^ Thde are things, 
which make men to ^t tbeir Eyes t^ainft 
the l^t, to love and choofe darknefs ra* 
tbertban Ltgbty and wilitilly tt> ^op tbeir 
Ears againft all die Means of being bet- 
ter infomcd. Concerning iiich Perfons, 
St Paul prophecies, 2 Tim. iii. 2, 9, In 
tbe laji days — men Jball he — ^aflers, — 

Bef^Jers of tbojeibiat are gooi^ bea^^ 

bigb-minded. Lovers of pleafures more than 

jLow/j-. of God, Having a Form of godli- 

«efs» 
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7^e Nature of Religious ^utis. l6i 

n^y hut d^yii^- lie- Pvuxr tb&eof^ ^ — 'Si it rf. 

^^fti^ ^^ Trutbt tftm of corrupt minds. ^^• 
And ' th^ tluage mt^ ie, i^idx ihc iame ^^^''^ 
Apoille; (Le. 'dsfit andjuftthat thePn>-^^^^ 
yidence of God .ihould ^«r0K^ it Thus toi9. 
be ;) that tbofe who are approved, (i. e. 
that thofe wbo ibek and obipy the Tnitb 
and .£implici^. of 'the Go^l, feporate 
&Qm ail mirWy and ui^uftiSable D^gm,} 
may it made memfefi among you, 

yilyt The 7&W thing ob&rvaUe in 
die Text is -the Dire^on given us con- 
ceFning our own Dutj ; that vfc oug^ ia 
Meeknefi to ^inftruB i^o& win t^jpc^ 
djcmfdves s^atod the* Trudu ■ He who 
Inmfelf fuffen im well-dcuag , and for 
the Te(timony of. a good Confidence, is 
fureof being (at kaft fofar) in die Right : 
But he who does Violence to Others ; if 
tbeyt -whom he does violence to, be in a 
right caufe} He is an Enemy b3 God: 
^t if they be m the •wrmg^ yet He di£> 
honour$ the Truth* by a&itig unrightO' 
ouily for it, and not knowing what Spint 
he is of. Ibe Servant of ti^ Lerd^ mtifi , xin,, a. 
not firvve, but be gentle- unto alt Men, apt *<- 
to teaxb, patient. ^ - cannot- always dif- 

Vol. in. M cem. 
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1 6 a Tit tfitttr* of Religitm Trutit. 

St&u.eem, via th^ an' that err tfato' igmraMe, 
^"^ aM vtt M' » viliou Ji/jiofiliUI, (t 

"'""'^^jtiik not hat ooncttning imttat of /»» 

imraliiyf fi>r Faults <rf tJh kitidi are «• 

, tidMit to j// mm.) But H wo mi«M, Jtt 

ai.».ij .Jlfe«i!«/} a it all »'»«» niaeflirily a J?™/ 
^ <fa £^i> i And wfe afc axnmaadei ttf 
fc ^>>tf ftRi»r</i AH mtn, t th. V. »4< 
towards them that tpfifi, as well as to* 
wards them that an oidy iptD'Mt tfj file 
Truth. »% it a ni/i mm, &ftk St 

nri^ jna? itt Urn Jhu Mt tf ii |Mf 
eumrfiuua tit oirh MM Mriimfi <f 
Wifiom. Fat-'*'— lie mfiUm ibtt it frtm 
aitve, » Jirfl ptirc, that feaaaHty gtntin 
I tmittfy ft k iiOrrttJ. But Anger, n^ 
eti it KV it/iiii 'f f^lt, EaieC. Tii. tf. 
And the fTrtili tf Man, wtriah Me tie 
RighMufitft if C«4 jam. I 20. hong »l< 
wtiy« a vertmn Evideace, that Men jkte 
fnere ccBoemed for jbmc tdnperal tnt&r- 
eft, than for the teat Hooour of Ood and 
Goodncfi. Men of a true Ckriffian Spu 
. 'i&t fincerely de&iau to promote the 
Knowledge of tnith and the Pra£tioe of 
Viitoe ia (he WecM, rttber than the ob« 
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T6a TTature ofReligtous TrutL* xh% 
tuiupg of Tempcfal Power aiyi Oomiiu-S t s m. 
on fix themftlves are alvxys wHling to l![~. 
C{uifid8r, that tbey tbemfelmi are: fellibte ; '''^^ 
and theiefc»c confianttyendtavaur to oon* 
vince Others, by the Mediods of Rea/ort, 
and not ^ PajJiM and Violence. Sbewii^ 
aU Meehnrft unto all Men, for that w our-i 
fihfs aifo vxre ^mttimes foolijh, T'% iiL 
2, 3. Wluch 7empery is mtuji moretta.m 
ibnaUe in point of Truth and Erroury 
v^ien, even with ' r^ard to Fauits of the 
Will, St Paul aditidnifhes, if a mm ^ o~ 
vertflken in a Fault y-~~^ re fiore fueb a one 
in the Spirit if Meekneji^ cmfiderir^ tby^ 
filf, UJl Thou al/ be tempted, Oai. vi. i. 
(He fpeaks not of th« Crinui o£ MaUfaSt- 
ors, fcdi as muft necefiarily be pumlhed 
\yy die hand <£ yuftice ; Btf t Ke meand 
juch^fmhSy as are to be cured i^ Reproof.) 
Our Saviour bim/elf, dio' inMible» and 
cotfld not or ; yet wae meek and hwiy irtj^^^ ,I^ 
He^t: And rebuked his £Kfi:iples with 39' 
great Severity, when once upon high pro- 
vocation they difcovered an inc&nation ta 
vioknt Mediods ; Ye know net (laid he) 
what maimer of Spirit ye are of Luke ix. 
55, mainly intimating to all fiicceedkig 
M 2 Gene- 
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1 64 the Nature of Religiom Truths. 

&« R M. Generations, vixrein would lie the priiw 
^*^- cipal Diferencc bctwcon the Spirit of 

^-^"^^^ Cbrifi and, the Spirit of Jnti-Chrffi, 

^hfy and Lqfifyi HsiR^ is.in the Text 
annexed a particular Reafotty with regscd 
to tbe Perfmi to be inJlruBedi wly cor Ifi- 
ftni£tion .fi> them, ought Alwa^re to be ao- 
companied with Meekde&: ^ God per' 
athxnture •adU give them RepentaKCe to the 
ackmwkdgtneni of the Truth. In the Oii' 
^al , it is; Leaft Gcd peradventwe 
Jhoald give them RepentatU:e to the achcm^ 
kdgmmt of the Truth. The Meaning is.: 
We are to Inftruft them with Mecknds j 
leaA peradventure, by our Heat and Paf- 
iion, we raile in them a' juft Prgudice a- 
g^& us ; when, by meek inAru£lioi>, 
they might poffiWy have been brought to 
Repentance 1 and to the acknowledgment 
rf the Truth: And fo Wf, by our ill be-* 
. iiaviour, beawne anfwerable fw their mif^ 
. carriage. . For, nothkig can be a ^eater 
lundratxre to rara's being convinced, thaa 
the applying Violence and Pqffion inftead of 
Biofon : And nothkig can ^ve more Ad- 
V*ntage to th& Evidence of Truth, thaa 
the meek Behavious of thofe who pro- 
. - fefe 
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J%e Nature of Refighui Tfufh. 165 
fefs k. F(u- this reafsn, we fo frequent- S e s m. 
ly find repeated in Scripture the follow- '."• 
ing AdnionittoDs , which may ferve &xa 
{noper Application of this whple Pif- 
COUI&. Be ready akv^s to ^ve um Jbt- 
jwer to every man tbta as^tk ^ a re^Jim 
of the H^ that is in ym, leitb Meeknefa 
and Fear^ 1 Pet. iii. 15, Give none Of- 
fenfe^ neither to the Jews, mr to the Gen- 
tile s^ I Cor. X. 32. Walk in Wifdom to- 
wards them that are without. Col. iv. 5. 
Have a good report of them which are , Tb. ;,. 
v»tboat, le^ jp'fall into reproach, j Tim.'^- 
iii. 7. Let your Atoderation, ypur^ meek 
and exemplary good Spirit, Se htmn un- . 
io all men^ Phil. iv. 5. Blwnelefs and 
harmlefsf the Sons ef God, without re- 
Jiuke in the trHdjl of ^a .crooked and perverfe 
'Generation^ anwng'^hmyejhineas Lights 
intheWorld, Phil. ii. jj. Having ymtr con- 
^erjation honejl, that is, of good reputa- 
tion, even anwng the Gentiles j that wbertr- 
ju they Jpeak ag^nji you as Bvil-Dccrs, 
they may by ymr good works which they 
Jkail heboid, glorify God in the day of vif- 
aation, I Pet. il 12. And in the words 
of .our Saviour himfelf. Matt. v. 16. Lfit 
M ^ ,yo'(r 
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i 65 "tbt Nature efRellgiiUi Truth. 

Se IS M.«i.'r I.i^l f> Jhim hif^f men; the Light 
VII. of yoilr Meeknclfiy Goodaeft Mid Chari- 

''■^'"^ty ; the Light rf ywlr excdlMit temper , 
aiici univerial Virtue; that the whole 
World nuj fee ymr jW vitrh> ani gl»H,-! 
fj ymi- Fitbtr wbitb h te Btavm. 
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SERMON VIII. 

Of CHUftT's oailing 9iP0ffi to 
Repoituioe;. 



M A K. a. 17. 
fi^'bea ye/us heardit, be faith unta 
them, 'Ibey that are vibolfy havf 
m need of tie Phyficiany but 
thty tbat are fich : I tome mt 
to call the Righteous, btit Sitmert 
to RefentatKe. 

£HE Oocafion ^f dide w>ri}s,Sti!K. 
": was briefly This. 0»r Lord, VUI. 
I having calW his Ajiofllp'''^'^ 
: Matthew bota . the Receipt 
of Cuftpm, and the Cjll be- 
f^ imnvdiatdy obeyesl; he (haeupon 
M 4 went 
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i68 0/* Chris tV calling 

Se KM. went hcHoe with the Converted Di£:iple, 
VUI. .ujito That Difciple's hoafe. , ^d it came ' 
'"^^^ ft, pafs^ that as Jefus Jat at meat at kis 
hoafe, (ver. 15.) many Puilicans and Sin- 
ners, of That Di£aple's fbcmec at^uaio- 
tancd, . having followed ,them. from . the. 
Receipt of Cuftom, Jet alfo together with 
Jefus and his Difdples ; ,ow Lord being 
always ready, .to. take £very occafion of 
exhorung Sinners to Repentance, and to 
give Tl^m every opportunity of receiving 
fuch Exhortations. But the conceited 
Scribes and Fhtp-ifecSt va. 16. ifhen they 
Jaw him eating -jsitb Publicans and Sin- 
ners ; not confidering, according to the 
Reafon &nd Truth of things, that, not 
the, coffoerfing with Sinners, but the par- 
taking wiUi them in their Sim, or in- 
couraging them therein, is only faulty ; 
nay, that converfing with fuch perftms, 
not only may be innOcent, but, when it 
is in order . to their Aniendment, very 
praife-^'Vortby alfo ; The S(ri^s and Pha- 
rifeei't I &y, not confidering 1ZVj» but 
being fiiil of Vanity and Pride, and va- 
luing therhfelves upon an ^^fi/ appear- 
ance of peculiar Holimfs, in defpifing and 
'fetlbg'Oiemfelves above the converJatkMi 
2 ' * " of 
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of thofe whom in contempt thy caDedStRu. 

ViMicam and Sinners; [aretended tot won- V^^^- 
^ mucb^ when they iiw Jefus fitting at^^^^^ 
meat with perfons of That charai^r ; 
and aflted .his Difciples, %ing, How is it 
that be eatetb and drinhtb witb Publi- 
cans and. SitoKTs f Jefus, hearing their 
queftion, and knowing their Wickedneis 
aiid Pnde of He^> leplies in the words 
of the Text J 7&rjr tbat are TVhole, have 
no tieed of the Pb^^cian, but tbey tbat 
are Sick : I came not to call the Rjgbte- 
fmSy but Sinners to PUpentance. 

In difcourfing upo^ which words, I 
fliall 'ifi draw fomc Ob&rvations fi-om the 
fcveral particular cxprcffions we meet 
with in the Text ; and 2V/?, I fhall con- 
fider the general Doflrine of Repentance, 
as therein laid down by our Lord. 

I, T H E Obfervdtions naturally arifing 
fix^n the ieveral particular expreiHons 
made ufe of in the Text, are ; 

iftt That Sin is . to the Soul^ what 
Difeaji or Sichiefs is to the Body : The 
Wbole^ and they that are Sick, are here, 
in our Saviour's phrafe, the Righteous and 
;Jj? Sinners, And the Analogy, is very 
obvious 
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$ B R u. obrioos and elegant For at the natural 
vni. Health of the Body, confifts in ITSij ; that 
^^''""^'^ every Part and Or^, regulariy and duly 
pet^nns it {»opcr Fun^on ; and, wimi 
any of Thcfe are dUbideittd or perverted 
in thnr operation^ there cnfues 5iekne& 
and Difeaies: So likpwiici mtb regard xa 
the Spiritual or Moral State c^ the Mini 
»)d Bouli wl^ti every Facidty is em- 
ployed in its natnral uid ptopo- manner, 
and vt'fAi a juJl diredtion to the cod k 
was defigncd fix ; when the Vnderfian^ng 
judges of things according to Reafon an4 
Truth, 'without pattiality and yridiout 
pr^udice ; 'n^ien the Will is in its a^9Hs 
direded fay this judgment of Right, ynSbf 
out ObAinacy or Wiliidnefi; and when 
dK Pagivm in their <^ fubondinate Na- 
tion, and the jtppetttes under the Govern- 
ment of Sober intention, iarm <»)ly »> 
ywfjiw -the execution of what Reafm di- 
rects; then is the Mind of man ^Hind 
and Whc4c ; fit ft* idl the operations of 
a rational creature, fit £»- the employ, 
noents of s'vlrtuwt and religious Life, 
On die contrary, the A&ufi or mjmploy' 
ment of j^t; pf tjiefo Faculties, is the 
Hifiafe 
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Pijiafe or Skhi^ ef tl» Soul, AiidSi>>'- 
i»hen they Uf jtU el them pcrvpted, "-J^Jt, 
/<*/fy and bihitualfy^ by a general cotrupr^^^ 
^n and depravation of Manners; diHh 
ts the &i/!i, by an inap^^city d all im 
organs fbr the Ulee of natural Xi^ dm 
'find is diflbiwl ; 1q tlK man in his maral 
capacity, by an haiitual negle^ and difr 
lilw of aU viffliom fta^(», faeoomea 
(as th? Scripture degandy exprefles it) 
Pead >'» fri^ffts and Sins. And u, Jo 
do^Diiealb, Some are more dangcrousi 
Uid more likely tp prove nurtat, than 
Others ) in vrhich ietke our Sovioiir fiys 
ponofming Lazarat, Tbii Suhtejk it not 
intfa Death, ch. xl of Jr JihiCs Ch/^l, 
Mr. 4 i So, in the Jpiritual tvcSe, tfae £iins 
ApolUe St Jakn, in bis i/7 £/i^iIr, l^Kaks 
^ Sim, which, according as there be 
Jhy or NsBi)pef£ warn recovaiog fi«e» 
^lem, cither ^re at en net unto Deetbi 
J 7«i. T. 16. 

a. A Sroro/ Oijirvalim ariiing ir«n 
(!or Saviour's manatr of expreSng him- 
Uf in the Text, its llv Repentance, is 
riot an Original and Primary Duty of 
ReK^i but a llpty, only of Jeandar/ 
intention. 
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St it M.iotattion,' and of conJe^itntiiH Obligation V 
Vin. Our Xxxdcame not to caU the Righteous^ 
^^"^^^ (but Sinners, ta Btpemance, The Original) 
Di^ of all ratjooal Creatures, is to obey 
the Conunandments of Cod: And Such 
Intelligent Beings, as have ahiays lived in 
dwdience to .God*6 Commanc^, are not 
obliged to the Duty of Sipentance. 'Tis 
Sin only, ^t brou^ in the obligation 
to this fectndary and' amji^tejitiai Duty. 
And to thofe who Have finned, This Du- 
ty is of Such a I^ture, that 'tis. a parti- 
cnlar ^rrutkge to them to be permitted 
to pwfccm it A&s xi. i8. When the 
Jewifh ChriAians at Jerujdem^ firft heard 
^ the ApoiUes bdag authorized to preach 
the Gt^pcl to the Gentiles, they &id^ 
Then ii«6 Csd alfo to the Gentiles panted 
Repentance unto life. Granting Repent- 
i^tce, does not figmfy, as Some Modems 
have undeiftood . it , . God's ivoriiag Re- 
pentance in men, or operating it upon them} 
but it means, his graciouily alltywing them 
Ji&f Benefit cf ReptntOnce^ ot, his ac- 
cepting their- R^ntattce lb -as to , render 
k available unto - Pardon. Among fuclj 
frail and degenerate CrKtures, a^ Men Pt 
this 
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thW prefent State ate j therfc a^ None, in S e r m. 
firianefi of Speech, free, from Siiti and^HK 
con&queotly None, but what are obliged ^'^^ 
to tiiis Duty of Repentance. Neverthe- 
le6, according to the gracious eftimadon 
of things in the GoTpd, and acoxtling to 
die mcve uTual acceptation . of wm-ds in 
Scripture} th^y who, allowing for the 
general fiaildcs and infinnities of humane 
nature, iincercjy endeavour^ jn .the con- 
ftant coorfe and tenour of their Ai^ons, 
to live in habitual. Obed^ee to the Com.- 
jnands of God ,: are ililed- RigbtMus in 
fuch a manner, as that our -Saviour atme 
not, comparatively . Spe3^ik\%f to call 7&w 
to Repentance. . In. the prayer of ManaffA 
King oijudab^ we find ^ Notion. ex^ 
fHcffi^ in vo^ ftrong Terms : Ibouy 
Lardy feys he, that art tbe Ovd ^ibe Ju/f^ 
■haft not {^pointed Repejttanee to the Juft^ 
as to Abraham ehdjfaac and "Jacob, nobicb 

have not Jinmd o^ii^ tbee\ but «/ 

thine infkite Mtrciet thou bafi appointed 
Repentance unto Sinners, that they may bt 
faved. The word,^ Sinners, here, 'tis plain, 
is not ufed in ^hat fenfe, wherein AU 
men are declared to be Sinners; but in 
i:kat 
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SEiiM.7^(;in&, vHdrein tbe Scripture deciarel 
^^ dut tt^ Wielud ue <» abomtnatKHi td 

''''^'^the Lord, and fliem that vjork ini^^ fait 
€oul hateth. Againft /j6^ perfoni it S^ 
that die Wraib tf God 'M dUwunced with 
in^gnatiwHt and thtt ^r^atahigi ^ bit 
Law art thundred with [Sevirity. 7he 

.iTiaLi.9.iwtW (^JTI St PtfR^I »> MP/ WW* fit^ a 
r^^UCoiu m<iff j ( £3r againft fiubi there U 
fula»t Gal. V. 231) J«/ H is tnadc;^ 
fte l0aUft and dijhbedienti for the unged- 
tf Md fir Siimertt f«r the u>U»iy andfre^ 
fsrttt '•'• "fo r wuttp-Ji^rsi fv •teboremeH* 
gerSf-^-^^for LiarSj for perjwed perjuuy 
md if there he any Other thing that is 
t oa t rcr y to fani doBrine* la comparijelt 
mth Tbefe ; men who le-ae Truths and dt 
Righteoufnefsy and fincerdy fiar God, 
lu}weTet idxf be inconqnlled witli many 
infumides, are yet itiled in Scripture not 
only jufi and rigbteeuit but eiren pei&d 
in their generation^ waikitig in AU the 
tamtnandments of the lard l^uaelc& ; If. 
raeiites indeed^ in vbom there is No Gia'U -, 
jttft perfim^ that need no Repentance: 
and of wboax our Lord n the tert de- 
clares, that ht came not to call Them to 
Repentance. 
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iepthtma. Then is a RetKOanoe, toSta ui 
whieh eten the Bcft of men ate cootiim- ^'"' 
ilty obligtd; 1 Senfc of their onwotthi- '''^'"^ 
n^ befiire Ood; an acknowledgment of 
their >Wettknefies and FcUiest a conti- 
nval nniatemipted EndeaTour to amend 
wlut they £nd amifi in tlicmlelvee, and 
to improve ituxc and motv unto perfe^ 
{Uon. Bat TJu a tut Thai Repentance, 
to whkh «iir Snknir cune to call Siif 
am: That lital Ohmge of Life and 
Mannot) of which when our Lonl fiw 
Mia&aaataiZaitHit, heiaid, This daj' ii 
SaiimiM ami MA iUt tuifi ; and in de. 
leribiBg of vhich, he calls it a tfew Biidi, 
a being Bom :^ain tf ^cttr mid if t^ 
Sfint. In cl>nirBdiftn6ion to which, and 
lader the Tety &nia Egun ot exprcflion, 
That ftifmml Aeiendificnt of in&mides, 
uriiich is the ^ty of CiaJ men, may weH 
be tepce&cted in the words of our Sa- 
viour to St. filer, Joh. xiii. 10, He that 
u vajhed, niedetb fut, Jitvi to leajb bis 
fat, tut is dean etety itiit. 

3. A Third iang oblervable in otr Sa- 

vjoor's manner of. exprefling himielf in 

the Text, is d» jtift and flnip Xrfncf 

Z contained 
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S E R M. contained in this bis Anfimr to the Prdi^ 
VIU. and Hypocritical Pharifecs. They were 

^•^"^^^^ fVbok U icxmsy and therefore bad no need 
of a Pbyjician ; They were very rigiaemsj 
they thwght, and tlKrefisre had no need 
of bong invited to Rfpmtatice. Tbey 
were the pcrfoos, who, St iMie tells 
OS, cbap. xviii. 9. trvf^edm tbemfeiva thai 
they were rtgbteeust and dejpifed-. Other i\ 
And therefore our Lord rebuked their 
Pride, by his Parable of the Phadlee and 
the Publican ; telling Aem that tjie peni- 
tent ^blicm went down to hu houfe 
juftifiedi rather than the Boafting Fhariiee ; 
For every me that exaltetb bmfelfi jhatthe 
abafed-y and be that bumbktb bimfelf^ Jball 
be exalted. They woe the iame pcriions, 
to whom dK iame Evangelift tells us our 
X^ord ^cA upon another occalion, cbapi xvi. 
15. yearetbeyt which jujiify your/elves he^ 
J'ore Men, but God knoieetb your Hearts ^ 
For That •which is highly efieemed emta^fi 
Men, is abomination in the Sight of God. 
And thus likewiie in the wtrds of the 
Text, when the iame HypocrUec were 
iinding £iult with Jejits, ibr kee{»ng cran- 
pany with Publicans and Sinners, which 
Tbey thovght it beneath Tbemfehoei to do ; 
the 
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AeArtfwer heinsule -thenii eoatalns-ih itE.B^it m.-. 
Ais-Severe Sting ;"?>' who Ancyr-your^j ^'I^"^- 
felres-w^/f, \prhat: -need have 7^ irfa Phyii*"^'^"^''^' 
ficiari? Jf" who traft in yoiirfelves ihaxi 
ye ;<»« rigbtwuty what- need Save \y£^ of 
beii^ invited to JJ«^/tf»«'? !■. : . ;: 
These aie the O^/frtMf/iwj naturally: 
aii^g,fiom the isveral particular cxpct^ 
ficms made ufe of inthe Text. Thftip 
w^dt' remains JG^ to oonfider, in the 

■ II. Semsd place, die general DoAitae 
ii£ Repentance^ 9& here laid'down by ouc 
I/xd^ The Def^ of. his Pieachir^ was 
to call Sinners id Repentance. 

GoD- bang: the Atabor and fr^/^rwr \ 
oJE^ our Being/ ai^ our Supreme Gcwr- 
nwr; 'tis mahijeft tbtt his {^/Y/, how- 
ever made known to us, whether by na- 
tural Rea^, or by. additional Rnelatim, 
is:iht Rule.md Lmo of our Adions. 
This. Law ct Ruk^ all men, as th^ are ; 
latipnat Cresdures, are otiginaUy obliged | 
to obey at all times and in all particulars j j 
DOT can there in any cafe^ in the nature 
and reafon aii things, be any Excufi or 
Difpenfatim for tranlgreffing it. Never- 
diele^ infaSiy in this ptekni flate, facia 
. Vol. III. N is 
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Ssauvls tibe Fcaiky and Ii^nnky of oitr Nfir 

. Vni.; tme, iuch is the Blbd^cfit . *nd £m»te- 

**''^ou&b6 <rf oat Uiwkrftftodihgs» &cfa the: 

, FaUenefe JB^ CoiAiptiQD of ooi'. WiU^ 

^ ftch tls.Pofrer and-^Vt^ineft of our 

: Faflions, &ch the ^nflp^^T**- of innmne> 

vaUo Tcn^ttfttons fiunundbg us in a 

dt^cnerate ftbd unr^itctXia World j tja^t 

: t^rc is 89 .flUB /rvr/f, and Jktnetb wit' 

Now of S/«i in i)roportioa to the fijvefrf 

4e{)tes of its aggtavatibitv; the nattlial 

and yiHtBgiS is Tear^ mdLogiingJhr ff 

Judgnunt, and niehs bciil§f"co[ireq«<nt3^ 

'all tbeir Idfe-time fu^nB t9 Bonda^e^ Heb. 

ii. I J. By this Fe* of the Di^BC IMf- 

^eaiiire, joined With a .ISeafe of. paft Fot* 

Ues> and <^ dib umeafbnaUcneis of ^ 

in thenatore of the thing^ iticif ; they who 

have in ttiehra nx}t of -gentral good I^ 

pQ0tionk and have nbt. been comqited 

with long and £kt Habits . of Vice,- ist 

iipc to bekd to RepentoTKt: And the cda* 

jideration of the nature and |>etiediooi . 

of Gody Thali. Goadnefs and Mercy which 

the X^^ ■^Nature teachiis ub moil be 

found in th?. moft perfed . Beuig, g^ves 

^«ti .ve^ iteafonable Grbutids of H^i 

. . fliat 
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Hit thdir ' RgpeAtance and AihendrnfiotSEi m. 
aiai DM bt itt i«ili. By Thefc confiddi ^jjj- 
ali6i«s, ttmy worthy and ^elfcdifpofed''"''^ 

^egtdated didf Behaviour ^ and^ fin'iaking 
iiic tiirmpafflls of the World around 
(hem, 'iha^'vciy ^eat Improvements ill 
this ways of Virtue. Nevertheteis, fince 
a ihan's pfcrfbtniiiig his Duty for the'^- 
furct is nothing more, but .doing wliat is 
4&ffiiisDufytb itif and tnalces" no 'Ex- 
piation for* Pafi XifknxxSi tllere .could 
lipc bttt" remion upon, the Minds of PenJ- 
taits fflll Jtw^.Uncenainty . aod-unieary 
Doabts. In ' nswijj'ng hinfelf to the 
people of thi jfjwj, God was pleafed by 
tK^eei V ctiir this m'attcr ; fifcirtaimng 
the ftopcs, and " removing -the Sulpicions, 
d iaturJl 'Kiiifin, by oiprefs Tromifii 
and Hecliratms b/ >Ic«y : Appointing 
fir), in the L*w '«&V, Sacrifices far M 
Ounces, except, ."the mofi jn-ifumptuaus : 
JIfterwaris figriifying, by his Prophets, 
that, upon a red ForjdkirigxsA 'effcBual 
Amendment even' of Prefuroptudus' Faults, 
he would accept' the 'Sacrifice af t IrakeS 
Spitit, a irokm and contrite txart- 1/ 
. N 2 neoui^ 
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S£*M*«*aW noi -^ejpije- Inviting men, :a9; in;tb!« . 
y*^fe propbw^ 6£ 'Jfaiab, . ch. Iv;. 7, Lfttbe 

^^^y^vricieJ-Jbr/a^eihif way^ ^ tbe unrigkffi- 
ms man bhlTMovghtj} ^nd Jtt- bint t^e^n 
unto the l^r4i ami &e. wilt bme.taerey^ 
upon bim~, ami to our GcJr^fir U mU 
(^bundantiy pardm: And: .intonating,, sts 
in the IJud diaptcr of the ftmc Book:, that' 
he had appcnnted an uniyerlal ^J^Uia-^ 
bon> to i» ^veai'd. iiv his- due ieafon, 
who was to be. nooum^d Jw our fraftf- 
rrejjiomy and bruifed for ■oar frajttt^^ 
and- ty icbofe firipes we. Jhouid be htaUd* 
At length, in the fiilne& of Time,, by the 
adual Coming of Chrift, this gnat iH^ 
peniation was completely opened i and 
Repentance and "Rimilfim ^ SinSf wa^ 
commanded to be- preachqd,'in Hispame^ 
unto all the if^alions of* the Eardi. Gome 
unto Mey iays ficy all ye tbat Ubottr and 
are heavy laden^ and I •mill, give you Reft- 
And :^ain : Let Bim tbat is atbir/i, come $ 
and vfbo/bev^ loill, let bim take the wa- 
ter of life freely. He' has given us , at^ 
Hirance, that God 'mills mt tbat Any 
fi^itU perijh^ but that AH Jhculd come t» 
^kepentmce: 1>iay't that ^ a Shepheir4 r«i- 
i 2 " Joices 
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Jrf(^ oVer aSbeeg that had' bail loft jfoSi.iiy'^ 

iHs m/tbe Witl Your FatSer' -Micb "' ^^Vj^ 

fauld^fenjh.'-'Ptiti&TiX^^ ii joy 

k the prefince tif ibe jin^efs of^God, ever 

One ^imer that repetitetb » Nay, that y^ 

jkatt be in Heaven over One 'Sinner that 

lypeatetb, mantbeot fiver nijfety etnd nine' 

jtifiperfons that med no 'R.epmkance;. 'The 

Meafting is; ixii tasi 'Repentatike is Sn it- 

fiifflwrr, XX fo' much vahrdd'e" as Inno-: 

ctKe; or that ■* returning Sinrar :s more 

aceptable, or fo mueb acceptable to Gotf^. 

as CHic- th2X'- never 'Sinned i' But flrat, in 

^ manner as cither 4 man's Self, or hi* 

friend'Sy haimig cfcaped any exfeacrdinary 

andrery rmmrAaa Danger, caufiiS' ii great- 

tf and -mofc fenflble prefent J*/tfi^w, than 

liohavitig neWr^Ien into any- -fuch dan'i 

gcr ar- all 5 and yet it docs riot ■ at '^ fol- 

■ low; Ihat Dijnger is in lany cafe- dejireabk : 

So 'it may very teafonably andconfiftently 

^ aj^srehended; how the Repentance of a- 

dinner may caiife' grtater immediate joy in 

.tbe prefencc hodi'of Men .and Angdlsj 

'ion ihc ^eddy "^e'l'/everance of One ^yhq, 

, %fc'reguiar'-and'ttniiorm'fta&ce of aH 

>' ■ ■• N 3 Virtue, 
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ipadc l^.flut S»vipur^ qf i^e a(;Mp«^Wc^ 
nc£ of„tn»c pjepintwqe^Jn. fh? W^t^of 
God ; is, 72^ GladJ^ngj, ' wl^ ' t^ 
iKoc'd -Goi^r.jBM;nrtXiw'yj..,i5 its pria^l 
SignificaticHi , pix^r^jr d^apfes y. _. TJ^' 
publication^' of ■!*««. an.^a^tb and.Goiidfz 
will towarM ntetti 'v^^ ^c .Ao^l^ ^«n 
his congra^u|iBtion. to the;$hqi)ieQ]s».^adl^ 
Tidings of.^reat jay nobkh ^ajl. ^t tfttf^. ^ 
people ; a;Dd w^udi tjie. 4{>oj}Je ^t-P^ 
0es by ibtt general pamc,v. of ikt.^<^rafp_ 
^ God which bringftb S^^tfon,,-. %hif 
l^eaitSj. l^ -lyhich :(he ^nefit. (^ ^u^-ffsb^ 
dous Di^en^tioa is cri^^y ap[^i|^,..to 
Sinner?, is Bi^ifm.: ayyfla.f^^^f-^W^ 
were . qpnwrted ftom jun^gl^eoUf, w^yf 
tibro* ihcjipe/ks freachi^ of the Gkut 
pel, having: /Af/r Hearts {»& thp Sqipouv 
cxprefles jt) JprinkUd from ^m ««( cws: 
fctence, find ibeir Bodjes ye^d ^b purf 
Water, .received aiE^^cc: ,^. the P^iidf^ 
of their fafi £jn», ^d^ei^d into, a So- 
lemn oUig^oiiL to obey the Conux^ayd? of 
Codfiartiic^/Br^ji And -Ijy. whidij/ a& 
times. 
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tifpesy they wbo.are, initiated- into Qirift'sS b-^m. 
wliSl^M^* *re '^mtud to tbp gracious 1*2\ 
■iiern^ of the GofjwL covaiant, . and ebli-^^^ 
jf^.to Jive in' obedience to thoie Terms: 
Fw t\iaBaptifpt whid* ^P<f^, <^i, tfee Afo^ 
^n^reflly 4wli»ws. 19 no? *^ putting 
t^aytbe filth i^tbeJUJi^ bi»t-«^ Anfwar 
^ ^ ^good con/iience toxvari^ Qo4- To 
thp& who renounce this Biptiim by t^al 
and jSaff/ Apoftacy, t)ie Benefit dierepf i^ 
^tirely vacated : Fra: the One S^cfifice of 
ChnA ottce.offere4 for uf fer ever, being 
Mtf/^ and fimlfy T^^&tdi fkert remains, 
r^ more Sacrifice far Sin^ but a (ertaftf 
fearful ioaiit^ ffir ^ judg^^t ^d fifry. 
indignapony wbieb ,fbaU devour the Adver- 
fqty^ ■ As to tho^ who nen^f totally apoft- 
, adze, but yet, qotwithftanc^g their pro^ 
f^n of GbryUfmty^ fall itip the hs^ 
qmI pt^flifc- oS-:Any Wickedmh ««■ XV- 
bfififfj^ry; their .^, withont doubt, is &x 
tao^ inexcu^Ue }. their . Hearty ipOtB- 
l)ai4^De4> 0ieir Return to their Duty,, 
ipufih more di^cultj than That ofjin^. 
Sfjuier^ mentioi^ 11^ the Text, wh(»n our. 
Saviour came to call originally to R^pem-, 
ojKC* For 'ps &e(ter for tae^ srvfr to. 
N 4 have 
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■SrjLM^have' kniwrt tie ir^- qf-f^eoitfrte/st'tban 
t^ .*\ ^fter they'b^e' known if, 'to iurn jromtife 
^^^^^^ofy ■C^mman^m'eni -Mitred 'untt> iherri. 
Ndvefrfic4e&,--' evert to iuch Offetiiiirrs-aa 
Tbb'fe, ■ however unworthy', -there ftHl re- 
tomns a '^adous Call to Repentance j^p^ 
the' invitatioh" which Go* has made -by 
his Son in '-the Gofpel, he in abundant 
mercy, continues to repeat! ' Such- perfotiG,' 
are'tobeV^:/*e^veryy^^fA-, but ftotdr^ 
vcn abfotutc!y^ to Deffteit. "That lubicb'-if 
tantf, ought hot to be -turned quite out- vf 
the way, but tliat \i rather: h beahd:- St- 
Faul delJverecl a great Sinner unto Satan, 
to tl^e end that bis Spirit might finally Be 
ftrjed in the day tf the Ldr^; and ^ves 
caution, Aea^ even fuch Ml one fhouH be 
Jwallowedu^of much Sorrow. 'He {peaks 
of masij ^^it ' had'Jnned already, even in' 
the InftinCes of great' Oimes ; and threat. 
ens tham upon Supjxjfifibn they had 'hot' 
yet fepenfed. ' The Apoftle St James' de- 
clares likewife; Ifar^vfyou do err from 
the Truth, and one ccmjert bim; let him 
know, that ■ He whh covoertetb d Sinner 
from the Errour of his ways, (hall fave A 
Smlfrom Deatbt and (hall hide a mtthi^ 
* tude 
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Sjnneps •to Repenianiie) %^$ 

§«akii^ even s^ Great Corrupiers cf re-= ^'*'; 
figion;'' threatens -tl&thi^ wilV-;^tf^' tbem^^'"^'^^ 
into a hed of Sicknep, and hll their chii^' 
dren {that 5s, their Followers] 'imth deatk, 
cxcgit they, repent of tba'r I^e^. In- 
deed, -m catfe "^of ?2/V nature ,'- Where 
'men, ■ notwitHfanding thdr Kriowledgi 
of the Tnidi,' lave beeii gmhy' itf Great 
and -Prefaniptuoos-^ickedncifef fficir Re-l 
pentance ought xo ha very exem^ary^ 'and 
their" Amendmmt 'thoroughfy' and conipir 
cuouDy t^'eShaii, -To thefe p^on^; die, 
Saipture fays; Be 'affii^ed^ imd mourn^ 
and weep i let ym- louder be turned to 
murmjtg, and-' your Joy to Beavinefs ; 
EumbW yourfehes ' in' tie Sight of tke[ 
torJ, and be jhaU Hft you up. Rat for. 
fte _^««/St Failings,' Infirmities' aritf" Sur- 
prizes, incident' even to fincere and good, 
men through Ae wbdc courfc of thdr 
Eves i for the dx^VGaeik of ibefe; there 
is'evidendy <:«;//i«^ provilion made in 
the whole Tenmr of the Gofpel. . Our 
Saviour dlreds us to fs^y daily^ ' i<X the 
for^venefe of Trefpaflfes of 7bis lund ; 
and, by commanding us to fiwgive: Mcb' 
. Other 
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fft6 ^vG!.v%f.svit fallifQt 

it • BiO/fer :.llid|,_Xirfp^ 'm. only *itt,^o*(» 

Mill.' tunes, brt-^ven tai 5CT<Wy ti«pe;^e»^ 

''^^^^ g)«f t^dimnto thofe; wjio oon^tiy. uiA 

Ssi^fds^J'i^fvmr, B j«l)«y his, Will, w 

h<ifi<i.. fe.ProePrtSO*!*' -Ayqur sii ihs 

baijdsof.fS^^ ■..",. s -, 

going, Oogrii^ of RcfeMtwe. a«t: ,f ' 
iV.I^^^M yM fe».b«P-fri4.:;ap^ 
pCTfSjtfit Folly of Jljofe .cpcnipcI'^a^Ufes, 
>^ pitfg^r^, , Pcimfft,. ^filudm,. and 
me likei'lntDSduced. ip -d^ -Ct^ircK of 
Rofe y ,,Q,viiad , o{ ,tme ijflflicndni^ of 
life ,) %w . the Vanity ., and Ambitjoa of 
Men. ..For-^ Texts,,,.,aanceming r«?W»-, 
i«g mi^Jirgiying, ol Sins, on a niifbnder- 
flajiding ic^ which 'thefe . conuptions havQ 
been fbvnded; do notf in, their true,M^an^ 
ing, i^t it iiito .4»j nmi's powff, to fit 
in the ;Seat,,of Qod^-.hMt; only appoint, 
asd at^cid»B.thein,^,cin;^od,j.to ipr^lv 
ai)4 exjj^, Tim PnStriM ««i> Meij, by 
4ie TflTif/ flf;v?hifh «bsy JBuft (iially.be 



3i//)'»;F,RQM wh^t has -been .&idj about 
the nituiW of True Repentance, it ap- 
pears j thit, .among .Prrtf^^n/j,: and 
.' Chri- 
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OniAians of all denominations whatibe- S e r m. 
ver J Cmfefim of Sim; and profiffiimi '^^^T^ 
tf Stfatmce, made daily in our Prayers''^^^^ 
to God J if thejr be m\y femal and inef- 
fiaial, and produce not real jtmmdmmt 
of life i arc altogether as vain and ufelefi, 
•as the Pififl Confcflions made to Men. 
For to pray continually that our Life bere- 
iifier may be pure and Uy, and yet at the 
lame time return daily to the commiflion 
of tmmi Sim; is the higheft hypocrify 
and mockery of God. Concerning tleji 
perfons it is, that our Saviour declares. 
Lute xiii. 24- Many, I fay ante ym, wiU 
Seek to enter in, and Jball net bi aile. 
They will Seek, not in the way of true 
virtue and righieoufiids of life, but in 
ways which they hope may be lubftituted 
in its place. That is, in the expreflion of 
our Saviour, they will build dieir Houfc 
upon the Smd, and not upon a Rack. 
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s E R ivi o isr IX. 

The 'fexcpHeflcy of Moral Quali^ 
fications* 



Ac T:8 jd. 24- 
for be was a good man, andfuU 
\ of iU Holy Ghofl: 

IjHERE is nothing in naiureSiRM. 
m more amiable, than the cha-^^™, 
^ rafter of a truly Good tos^i'^ 
9 a Man, whole pnneipal Bu- 
' ; flne& and Pleafiire is. to make 
all Men esfyl with whom he has any 
Conoerfi, in the prtfent life j and to p»- 
moKs - as ^ as in Him lies, their Happi- 
TiK& likewise in That which is 10 come. 
O^&sr' Qualifications, have their Fakte; and 
do in their {HX^pcstion, merit a juft d^ree 
of 
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Sir M.of Efteem. Great Knovrie^ and PAAr- 

^^V^&jc^ -e^x^ -where ncci^inly dwinmnS" 

^"^Refpiia. Grtat-Afiions never fiul- to fiS/ 

~ Men wkh Admiration^ aod to procortf ^ 

*^ApidMife But of all ChaJaftefS,- "Ifet <^' 

Ggo^Ji i^ the^moft Mv^^ a»4 ^ifk* 

fr0»:jie8 i«aiKft\.t« tfctjSiisIltiu^^^of a 

Divine Per&dian. God is the Fount^t^ 

tf Oifin^i- fi«m^ Vlidchf flows -alf & 

Happinels in the Wbtile^ Qeation : And 

there is no one Perfedtion in the Irvine 

Kature> yAaxiir'x^ jo tmuit ixx t>utf tsB^ 

our GJInry to imitate. He who mcdl ex* 

ceUs in ThijL<.paitkitilir>'dkaf3dter, has die 

moft ^ tjie J3; «/>" lAk^n^h^^^SSaa iq 

this Mordl (fattp ^c^ ^°^^y< ^ve at; 

And therefore m die deicripdon ^ven of 

. . St B^trm&es in iny Totr ^e e^^oos 

i arq uCffI as.-;^yaonymDUS:aj^ vS ih&fame 

'-' v*^' Mcaijing,- psX he w^ « (^«^ ^0)7^ and 

. ' VHi"."pf(jafe»;qf the .Charaftcr ^*^" 
glypn of ^^irmb^w ynp-the Cvn^era and 
iJ^f7fct,(hoTOed,- that; die, Bowtfit cf 
True- : Rjdi^on m^bt i^cad ^. in;thr 
W6?14,.}":lJ^( Men ;«fiB/f..NjrtiDD*:ii%ht 
becrane. partakers . of: the gracibu^ -Mdty 
;' r/ '"■ . '■ :-Vl- ■ .-^■^: ■■■- of 
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of.<2od dcckr^iin: & Gof[^; .b^ being Sf « M* 
braught to :RepentflAc0 fat die Renaflion^^* 
of .^i»fc -Barnabas .was .the .j&>? .pofoct^''^^ 
\rho iftiitared to. introduced. .Pah/ amoi^ 
the Di^plte si,..Jirufaltmf in^ediaieljr 
^taa t^- Cbhvdificai; whea the rsftit^ 
the Q^dfliabi wen.'aUnafraii.of- Hm^ mi 
heik^d. .list that hr. v>is 4 Dtfcipie, ASa 
ix.. 26.. Aften^mdsi irHsn njKii occafioa 
«f /U p&JecutiiM that anji about Sttpbm, 
tbt! D^cipks ^'c£ -Wire fcatttred abniut 
^xm Ja^fakm' 6x fear (^ the Jewt; did ~ " 
fome of ihtm -^at. wOo tht^' C^vaansi . . ' , 
frmbii^ the ht^d Jejits^ du xi. 19, io. 
Anu^ vrtia ^ per&D choTtw to be 
fiitlt fvtb from .tit Cburtb in yenifakm^ 
tka i)eJ^9uJdio as far as JfOiseb^ Vet. as, 
U^ ^beft bff a^ae, aad badfiefi the grace 
^ Ck^f- iW0^ i^t ^od exhorted them att, 
that itntb Pa^e ^ Hgart. tbey tsmJd 
dfww urao the Lord, yix. 23.' And d»n 
U &Uow^ in the words OE itiy. Tratti 
fir Jx vvs a. geod_ mofiy and jvU of the 
i H^y Gbfi/i. .: . 

■ 'T I i plain this xhaia£ter g^veti' hi the 
Text to Barnabas, was intended--as-^diu 
faiptjrai of Ml excellent pcrfon } of a per- 
;.. ' fon 
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19c ^^^ E^scdtmty ^f 

Sfcutf.^ ixoitk^i ndt io: miidi upon ixcduM 
f^. of his mra^aha Gifts, as of his Metal 
*^^^^ ^utJijkatims. ■- And dietefiue Ac diuifl- 
cr do&rvcs 10 be partictt^fy- confider«]« 
as A Tntttrh and' Bxample to All wfao are 
defirom to ^improve ia .'Qiriilkn Virtae. 
For thobgH the . Difciples of Oifift aF« not 
in jitt. ^fi indued vidi miraatiua Pow- 
er$t yet they may and oi^t dhtiays ta en- 
deavoar after diofe Moral ^tudificatiom ^ 
which are, in ScriptureJangutfge, ^ 
Efh.r.<j.pruits 0/ the . Spirit i and in 9t ^Foal's 
I Cor. xu-9pu*i<^> ^ ''^^ acc^iettt ones too.' 
3'- Tbe. word, good, in tius' chant£^ of a 

|W man, is ufed foqiedmes in a way tx- 
preflive of firtue in generel^ as <^:^k^ 
■xanU ^(kednefs or ^if«j and Ibmetimes 
as denoting % pariicaler lUnd oc Dijgree 
of Virtue y as diflinguifhed by way of 
ExcelloDcy above <aber Virtues. lA the 
Jiff-mer Jbnle of the wwd, a ^00*^ man 
Aandis c^i^fed to a . vitiiius at bad man : 
In. the L^ter fenfe, a ^wii flum Aands di- 
ftinguiilied, by way of Eminence <x Su- 
periority, above other evea'jt^ and rigi^e' 
out peifons. . 

I. The 
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I. The word, Qooi^ is itnnetunea cZ'Serm. 
preflivc of Virtue- in gemrMy as oppofixl ^^• 
lb all mcieJnefs <x Vice. U^ihs fenfe.^"'^^'^ 
#hat Good is, crcry one knows: It need* 
tmt be defined or ejEplakicd in Many 
Words ; but evny man's own Mind and 
Conicicnoe may be' appealed to, to tell 
him v^ it is. 'Tis not any thing that 
b difputed or controverted ammg Men, 
whidi Some call Good, and Others Evil j 
but whtt A^uikind is well agreed in, 
and what even the L^ht of Nature it- 
felf umTcr^iUy -apppoves. 'Tis reai and 
ji^sntial in the nature of ^ngs, fo as 
not to be varied by any «xt.mal Change 
cf Time or Circuinibnces : And 'ds wi- 
fteJUatakie and indi^futable, fb as to be 
acknowledged by men of all Parties and . 
pi aU Opinions, how much Ibever they 
BKty d^T among dicmlelves in Other 
matters, and how little R^ard foever 
dbey may in FVadife pay even to this 
imdifpoted Goodnefi itfctf. ^^5fl5^wwphii.ir.i 
Ai^i -are True, nchatfoever things are 
Hotie/l, wbatjhever tbtfigs are Juft^ •mbaf- 
foe-txr ihinp are Pure^ vjbatfoever things 
are Lffvefyy wbatfoever things are ef good 
Vol. in. O Referti 
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Svivt.R^ert\ if tb€re be any yirttu^ and.if 
'■^- ti>gre he an^ Prmje j thefe arc di? tho^Sn 

**''^^^in which The Goodtufs qoni&fts. In ^; 
(^ Teftamwiti 'tis ^us fMcribcd by thk 
Prophet J A6V. vi. 8. Ii£ bath Jhomd 
tfve, O math v>&tf i{ GWi .'l^ w^ 
(itf£ /A? iey-i^ rtj«r? ef tbee, but ts diy 
jufifyf and H.hve Mercy ^ and to w«!t 
hmAhj -mtb tiy God: la the New Tofta- 
qiCDt, 'tis by St Paulixptt^d thus : thbt 

Ttt.u. u.<^>"^ io>godkw/s and 'W9rMy Li^s^ we, 
jbmU live feberfy, rigiOetm/ly and goifiyt 
in this prefint ffcrid^ under a &n& apd 
wqiedation. of a Judgpient to come. And 
by St Peter in the £^pwing ipanncr,. 
I Pet. iii. jo: That a A^ rejratnbis 
'Tongue from evil, and l^ lAps tbqt ihef 
fpeak no Guik ; That .he ^cbew evil, and 
do good; that he J^^ii peace ^ and eripu- 
it J - -— for Wifeo ii he that will barm you, 
if ye be Thus folloviers of that •which ii 
Good? ver. 13. This general Pia^^ (^ 
...Virtue, whidi detemunes the pericBi's 
wliole charader, and denominates a Good 
Man i is what our Saviour reprdents in 
his Parage -under the SimilUude of G^d 
Ground, wherein the Sted fown cikes. 
... \ I ' ^ ' Root 
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Roo^ gnd ffowt, apd bri^ /ortfi Fruit , S e r h- 
being neither hindred by Rpcic§ add want '^* 
of d<pth of .Eanii, nor cbo^^ with^^''^^^ 
Weeds, Hor fcorched up and withered by 
i3ac Hku of the. Si*n = That is, when nei- 
ther irrcfolvt^ntft of Temper, "ncr Fear of 
Perfecuttons , aor the Tcmptptipns and 
^ui)epwqts of Profit . a- Pleafure, die 
Csre^ apd Bu0nel( , the Deceits or Eiv 
Cjcemcifits of a. porrupt World, . withdraw 
a Mian Irom the uniform Purfuit and Pra- 
Q^<^ of wl^t is jwGt and righ^ This is 
Thftt Sinaerity^ pr (in our Siiviour's Ian- 
.guage) Thai HoUeJi.and Good Bforty which, mie ,;;{. 
in the Scriptuii&-ftylc is, oj^>ctfed tp Hypo-'S- 
crijy. F<ff Hypocriffi in the Jangu^e of 
^ lacrcd Writers,: do^ not g^nmlly fig- 
..^ify a, iolemn and fc»inal Pretenfe to RfH- 
jfww without ^y real Belief of Religion 
ftt all. Tliis fort xrf Hypocrites, are but 
Few in number} and no Man can be 
guHty in Tbii kind,. with<wt e^qTrcilly and 
dtftin^y condemning himfelf in «very 
pert of bis omn IVetep^ But. the Hy~ 
.pKrify much more frequcOtly fpoken of 
in Saiptfire. and fo generally .©ppofed to 
real Goednefi j is That Hypo«tify,>- »" 
O 2 which* 
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SBRM.which Men no Ids urually impofe uptti 
^^* TbemfeheSi than Others \ deceiving their 
*'^"*'*^OTCTt Hearts^ as St James exptcQes it, 
ch. i. 26. *Tis That Dccat, by Which 
Men £uify that they can become accepta^ 
ble to God, by any external Profcffion of 
Reli^on, by Zeal Sx particular uncertain 
Opinions> by an exa£t Obfervadon of ai^ 
outvKud Ceremonies, by confbnt Dcvo^ 
-tion even towards. God him&lf; mthout 
becoming really Gcoti Mm; without go- 
verning their own unreaibnable PalHons; 
witliout beii^ juft, bencikeiit, and cha- 
ritable, towards All Mtnkind } in a word, 
without living in the IVa^tife of th(^ 
Moral Virtues, which are the eternal and 
unaltoaUe Commands of God, and 
-wluch are the ultimate End of evoy re> 
li^ous Inftitution. -The only Efvidaiffe 
therefore, or certain Mark^ whereby ThM 
Sincerity which denominates a really 
Good Matty can be diitinguiihed from fudi 
Profein<Hi of Religion, as the Scripture 
deems hypocritical ; is when the Fruits 
of it appear in a general and bahituai Iik 
fluence over alt his A(3ions: Whai Ac 
Arguments of Reafon and Religion, arc 
not 
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not only heard with Pleafure, and pro-SiRM. 
duce perhaps fudden and real Eflefts, in IX. ^ 
the T5mes and Places of publick Devod-'-'*'^ 
on; (which is what our Saviour exprefles 
1^ ricehihg the Word with jiy, lilce Seed 
^nedily (pringing up 1 in (hallow ground, 
without having Ru ia itielfj) But the 
We Evidence d Sincire GetAufi is, 
when the Coniiderations of Rcalbn -and 
Religioft influence Men habitually in the 
whole Courfe and Method of Ommm 
lift, in their Bu/mefs and TrmfaSims of 
all kinds, in their very Treedmi and Z)/- 
v&fims themftlves, in circumAanccs of 
Tem/itatimsi and in Cafes attended with 
Dijkuhies, as well as in Sealbns of pro- 
fe&d Devotion: When the Pirecepts of 
Virtue, and the Doflrincs of Praflife, 
which true Religion teaches, are miOetf, 
Mgejiecl, and converted as it were into the 
■ FW and Nmtrijhment of Life : Which is 
-what our Saviour, in the Sixth chapter of 
St Jolm, calls ialing bii Fk/h, md drink- 
ing bit Bkod : JuA in the lame fehle, as 
Wifdom Is introduced Ipeaking, Etehf. 
xxiv. 21. He that Eatetb me, JhoU yet he 
ISungry j and He thct lyrinketb me, Jhalt 
yet ie Tbirfy. 

O 3 2. Besides 
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Serm. -2. pasioEs this ]!«r^w and' more ufiwl 
^- Senfc M iht wcard, CoifiE, cxpteAjng Vff-. 

^^^ tue tHi^iTuralf an .t^ipoied to ail J^ickedt 
nefi oc /C^Vo tiwre h-onotjjtr fenic of t^ 
Wcffd). a$ denoting a: j^zr/^Zcr i^W or 
jDiyr«- of yirtuet bjf iway of Exfldlcncy 
ebovc.:*^^ Viftuce, -Atid in ^T^.fes^ 
a godd ixan-. ftands difljnguiihed, by w»y 
faf Eminence or Superiority, abdyc ;«!*«' 
cV«n /'^ .and tightiWs perfofts* ^^odri^ 
ill 72^ 'fcofe; if nniverfal Virtue, joined 

• ' witl^ ?^\finguiar degree' qC S'i^Sm^;W^ 
Bme^mce. in Jurticular, - . ; _ ;,.; 

. Tj4 .tJit . dclaibiog or taking, account of 
,Aaionsji^hq phmf^ ^'fff,;Of Gett^. .is-jfrc* , 
quendy appiied peci^rl^ to ihc Virtue of 
jieTiefceace- or Charity i -Thus Hc^;,??ii. 
16. ^0 i^ft G^ca^ and\ to. cemmunicat^Jht}- 
^et not. ,A%aiTi, j Tim. vi. 17.- Qkorgt 
(betn, fwf)0 ar.e Rich ■jn This ^i*-^,— r-r-Zittf 
they ' 4^- -Gixjd^ that they be rith in Gocd 
/fW-jEj, teady to dijiriiiute^ wiU/ng to ■_ a^fr- 
fitumcat^.^^ And from hence/ in the .Cha:- 
raifters of ferfons, ^ Good _ man y^ of- 
.ten fignifies, not only One who Ipads rp 
■general ^.vir turns lifer, but who more- 
■.oy?r is farti^tlitrly ^piincqt for Benignity 
V . .of 
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^T«nipcr; One who al^ysiVoa M»v^»«rUr: 
ftr- the Berje6t of Others ^^i »quy .»»; \VS.i. 
firirSbncfs of juftuc be ikaisMrd: j>f Wm-^y/^ 
afid: ^df?j 2)!^' £or yavoi^f^m Ottun,. 
ijiaii ih fin6:lB%fat aj^)eais tp-fae hia diie:r 
and itatUly lakes gr^irtir.'PiKAf ibr.hir 
Nc^fabour's ' AdvBDta^ ,3id: Vohmtairfl^ 
ifddecgbes. mdre Tmiilis •^aed DijuMhiei 
ibr ilio Geadx'bf: A^LoikuKi, 3Qun,.. acoordA ' 
>i^ to the ccnomoQ. Mcafiiras and £S^' j 
Jnatioa <^ Dot]^ 'be could- be'. ondailoDd; | 
to be c^figei^'tD. '•Concenui^ ^/( Cfaa- 
tjkasc it is, that St Pmii declKpes, itenn. 
*r. 7^ Scarcdf jhr.-.A Sighfeus: titan viU 
me die % yet peradventwi far a Gdod mtm;^ 
fiik6 wcuid •.ev^->.dan. a.-dk; And in 
3^;> fenfe^ tile chazaBre.o^ Cond icem» 
to., be ^ven. to £(irn«^Af lin-the Text/ 
fit WBS the; pdiob who /?^, ventured Mr 
fflb-odnce . Pkul' among "the 'Difoifde^ ' ■» 
J^rufakm^ ^(dieirthe ■teflon' ^ 4^r<»</ 
^ btMf and I^UffOtd hoi dot be was- a 
Difcipie, tb. ix, ztf And f£r being thb 
pesfim cfaoicAp by-the Qmrcfa^ at 3^rn«* 
^m, ia tt&'M.'^as £>r sa.JMtiaeh^ and 
oohfirm .the -.Faith : of. ^aai^ iSncian at 
GentiU Ganwts^ which faBd>bcen brou^t 
O 4 over 
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SBtM.over ta aniObilitjr 1^ the prnddng of 
J^^ Some of thofe D^ciples, who, upon the 
Pefftcution that atbfe ahout Slifitit, wan 
Jiattere^ akroad from ^irupilem icx. feu- 
qf tho ^mV')' he pei^}nii^ this Office^' 
vith ft 'fingiilarly g^ ^aad cbaritatb. 
Cbnaem for: ilte ^ppneis of Mankind. 
Having jurf tie Greci-fff Ged, that ixy 
having 1^ JEyidebces bf -God's uoivEi&l 
Mercy and Compaffioa tonasds the Geth 
tiJes at well 2& Jrm\ ihe aotti ^ad, aai 
exhartU thim --/Wt tbat vilb Purpaje ^ 
Hurt Ibty vmiM tiecme mto the Lai, 
t^. xi, 23 : -For be viai.4 Good man, and 
fidl tf tti Uoif Gbtfi. 

'ConeEKiiiNa the iUbr part of This 
liattetct, /ull^cf tie Bdy.Giof; 'tis ta 
be oblenied, tbat the JJoif! Gitfi, in Sou 
pCure-langiuge., fomrtimfit riigmfics the 
P^rjai of the Holy GboR, imciiines his 
mrnathui Gifis, and fenwtlmes the Mi- 
tsal ElkQs and Inluenoea of the Do&ine 
delivered to us fay the Spirit of God, la 
other of thc^ou former len&s, a Prophet 
it fpokcn of as facing full if tie H^ 
Gbo^, when lie is aOiially injjnred fay 
him, or mncDloiilly imdi0td aid direO- 
■I ed 
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ad by hiin atber' io Wordi or v^mv.Sbkh; 
Thus Jefui, beit^ fttU of the Uoiy Ghoft, '^" 
•vtu lediy ibe^ Sffirit' inta the •wikkntefs^^'^'^^'^ 
I^tkttiv. I, Aikd Sfe^eiit Being fall nf the 

&fy Gbefty Jim the Glory of.God^ 

Ads m 55. . In. r^. latter Ssdk of tbc 
. word, a man is ttien 0ad to hcfail^' the. 
Soly Qbe/l^ when his mind, und^ the 
Mtral Infiueaces of the Spirit of. ■. God/ 
and o£ the DvSlaia 'oAzcb is according to.i Tim. vi 
QadUwfs, is, in an epiinent manner, zea-^' 
lous :£)r die pninvxing of Truth, and Sar 
the SraD^oi. good Weeks.. Thiis^ the 
Sevoi IDeacQiK -a^pomted b^ ithe .^xv: 
ftlo6,.^i& vi. 3 ; were men pfbonefi Re- 
port, jkH <^: tbe-Hoif Gboft and Wisdom v 
Men of boneji Report, that is, of knoWn 
infisgrityt^ - of ^d^ouk and upiigbt . dia- 
laJsHat^ : aad of exnmphury Zeal. , Aad in 
the feme fcnfe, Barnabas is in my Text 
de&nbqd 'to have' been: vaG^MlC Kan^ Full 
rf the Hoh Gboft and tf Fattb. Upon « 
Uke accctuntj and a&er the &me. manner 
of ^leaking, very ivi^d perfons, or men 
intending 'to attempt 'any -very wicked 
enterprtue, are in Soip^rc- reprelhfled as 
bemg j«fr</ widi tfai fEvtt. 5^/>i>. 5!bu8 
when 
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S«>M.when Aiamat Had prc^ofiM-witiitti hkn- 
I^ felf to .Mraui the: Apoffle^ SK Weter 
r epro v es him m tht loUowing manner | 
JSs V. 3, Wby.latk. SaiaA JUled'^ ttSme 
Beofty to He to the Holy Gbe^t And 
when ■Judns reAjIved.'in.liis owni Afiod 
(o bdtray our Locd^ then, die £vang»- 
lift tdkns, J<sr«n eitUred into .^acin^ Lttk, 
xsdL- 3.i:Thc Mcontngr of wfaicht ii -jki^ 
. diat dw 3%oBj;6irj of ilic .ACot, .wers dia 
jiSiotfrioS- dffi i^/vtip Bat, di^ fUbnutdng 
to Temp^oli npon ;]ii^Pripctp(es; is hcA 
v^ fiifaieft tothe-D^Vj. in like , manner 
as afiii^:iupon gvft^ Ponciples, U being 
under the 'Oqtvenunoit of: Gdd^ Untlcr.the 
guk&nce and infitk^ce of the spirit if 

Hoia^Ji^-i ,'■ ■■■'l <V^".; ■, '-■- :; '■ 

Ths wimls .of; die Teat . bci^; thus 
explanfed, .*ts obvidtfs fiom thaice t(B eb- 

fclTtf, ■:'" rii ^: .■.-\.il\'. '\ . .1 

. x/r-TM A.T,( TOttrnigard. to. a fpdifcn's 
jnofU^ he .'.reUgiotft X.dia^Aer v^^ feting-, a 
goedr.maoi.ixaA hasi^ fieS ef-the.Hofy 
Gbafi,-wxt,aae and ■^.,/W"-thii}gi.-/'^Wiih 
tcgard:to:dic v^fible:^#ni« or C^eriaiimi 
a£ that.^;^ G6^,::^ -caie is-verydif- 
iCbr.xm.fitceriE. .^A man kni^ ^k witlr. tbi 
. iff ' tongues 
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■tonguei of Meiti 'and ff ^ngelii: 1q^S>e r rt , 
i(im ilx Giftif Pfefteiyi might im- ••*■ 
^ixftand ail Myfieriei and ali S^wmhi^t ^^^^^ 
jn^t have all Faith, J9 /Mr i^c' eeild 
^(Bfiw 'AfsKft/^rfji .;aiKi ypJK. poffibly «t 
the lame time, tor want o(,^i4lt;Cvt)dilefe 
am} true Virw^i mighty i»j tbtj .religioils 
tfio^tion of thi)^ bfii (w SC' PW 
eiprePcs: it iijibhdy NHSmig. -. And 
wi^ ..Santiuur] Utn^lf' exprfiflly: inentioiiB 
^iBf, whov Oiould he aMe; to plfad 
glm, they A44( pnpbefid in-.:ii!i nam, lua,. ,ii. ■ 
W- In to W(»(?', iad .c»fi: «* ' Daiib, "■ 
tmd in bii Name done Huoy- nmhd^fid 
UBrfe:,- and f efe,, Jaih. he, . jp^tU, frtfifi 
viito ^ tUtiitf l. nevtr ■ H^ievi -.yohi: depart 
freM Me, yr.tiaf vor,k ijUtvitJ/. The 
Sii^n. of the. dififaencs, ■» ptiir)-: Be- 
m4f thefe «/<r?w/ i-nuBwlaOt Weriis of 
the >ifoly G^ioft,, b^iag Of. ,U(e. gD/y for 
.^: conviSiioit of mens Vrider^MdiMgi, 
w.Wphis not; n«ct8^iil}! foUoived w^hvn 
■w^Mu dilpp'fflpn rf' dl= ,*''"i ' l*nce 
-tlMleJ«iinp^ri''Cjifti n>a}r v«i7 ppiBbly be 
■S^vai.'m ia-.jmriglseous peribri, ^1^ « 
not- 'himfclf "infiiiTOCcd in-his-.«« iVae- 
<^i, hjr th« Aijun*nt» wherewith be 
pnaches 
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Se KM. [niches to Otbrrs. But the internal 

^^- Eflfeas of the uifluence of dw ^irit of 

^•^^*^ God upon the perfon's own Mind; the 

Motal Effe^ of the Motives and Argu- 

4itemt of Reiigion taught by the Holy 

Ghbftj And t)^ the AJ^fiuncex afibrdcd 1^ 

him i thde ' cannot poiObly be fefarate 

'«r difftrei^ from true Firtuff becaofe 

Vntue is idcif ejfentiaify the End of Re^ 

i^^, and the ultimate Defign of all 

r^;ious Influences. And therefixe to be 

HI This kn&fall of the Hofy Gboft^ and 

to be ffnd mmn^ mull necdlarily be one 

and ^fatnetiatig. 

2(//)', From what ha^ been &id, wc 
*may obfoye ; that moral Virtues^ and 
what the Scripture calk the Fruits of the 
Spirit t xt^ one and the fame thing under 
i^£fepent' Demxninations. The Fruit -of 
^be "Sfiriii lakh St Paui, is in all Good- 
^luft and 'Ri^teou/hejs and Truth, Eph. 
y. 9. And again, GaK 22, The Fruit 
tf the S/urit, is Lotsfj jo^y Peace, Long- 
^jUfferittg, , G^mtienefs, Goodhefi, Faith'- [R- 
.6dity,] Meeknefs, Tempifance ; ^dt^ 
Suchy there is no- Law. Thefc things, 
.-when considered m ttetnfeheSy in thdr 
own 
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tmn a&filute a&d irttrinfick nature:, as be- S e it m^ 
ing Dijfpojitions of ^^d eJfentiaUy and ^• 
unalterably ^W; arc ftyled Virtues. Whcn^^'''^^^ 
'conlidered with regard to their Effe^s, in 
the vifible A^iom and ProBice of flvn } 
they are called Morality, When confi- 
deE«d with reipeft to the Root or Spring, 
the Fountain or Principle from whidi 
they flow ; namely, a right Setift of the 
Rea^ and Truth of Thhi^, iind a juft 
R^and to Ged the Judge of all ; they are 
dlen ilyled RtUgion, Laltiy, when con- ' 
fidered with re^cd to the extraordinary 
Si^ports they receive fiom the Revek- 
tion of the GoJ^ in particular, as being 
therdb explained widi clearer and mwe 
ajiJnB Declarations, inforced with flron- 
ger and more powerful Mod?es,. encou- 
raged and promoted with all the &Ips 
and /ij^ftances of the Spirit of God\ in 
This refpeft, they are otlled Fruits of the 
Spirit. 

^dly. By This Rule therefiwe^^ may ea- 
fily be difcovered and reproved, every 
idnd of Enthufiafm and Superjlition, 
' Whatever tends not to promote real Vir- 
tue jmd Goodne&i iraxAx more, what- 
ever 
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SxRU.evcr (under the appcwaAM of R^U^) 
^^t fends to 4ffirtiy Virtue and Goodtrfsj; ii 

^■^"^^^^the I^oduce other i^ . ^thei/wi, xa of 
Bntijujiafm snd SuperfiHioa, The ii'/vWr 
fif.Gody is the Spirit of I^offs andGoed^ 
neff I uid . dierefere whofixvcr Uves ifl 
the Pradtifc of ^ Vicfy is acnHnl]^, m 
the religious fenl^ voidvf the Spirit tf 
<$od. A]l 0/i&rr. Marfcs what&ever, ^ 
bffoing the Spirit } an but i^iv's and tn^ 
tbufidfikal* If fl m»iL. could finak wi^ 
the Tmgues of. Men and A^glt^ (u 
St Paul exprefles it,) and bad ail PaiA, 
fo that he could work All Miracles yoA 
be not a virtttous man; All This woold 
be only the Operadon of the Spirit of 
God by Him, &r the convidion a£ (V 
-ihtni hat T» himielf, of no Advant^ 
any more than to a Seundii^ Brafs or a 
tinkling Cymhah 
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SERMON X. 

Of H U M I L I T V. 



LuK. :;iv., II. 

For whofoever exalteth himfelf-i Jhall 
he abafed ; and he that humbkth 
bimfelfy pall be exalted. 

INHERE is no Virtue in Hu-Serm. 
S omi Lif?, of more univerial ^* 
« U&fulDc^ than Humility •» and*"^"^*^ 

S yet none laxc difficuU to be 

praSiJed by a man's felf^ ot 

to be rightly ftated and defined to otUrs, 

Vridt grov^ upon Men in&nilbly by im-? 

percqidble degrees, and creeps in unti^ 

ken 
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SERM.ken notice of upon innumerable Occa- 
^- fions, and ^ils itfelf often under an af- 

^^^'^'"^fcacd Appearance even cS Humility Ufclf. 
For true Humility, as h is hard to define, 
lb it is not always eafy to know when a 
man has it : And wtUlft it is frcquend]^ 
dcfcribcd dd be a man's having in ap* 
pearance a meaner Opinion of faiml^, 
than it is pe^le for him to have in re- 
ality; (for no man can rcalfy think that 
of himielf, whidi he knows at the iame 
time mt to be true of himfelfj) it hap- 
pens, not uncommonly, that there may 
be great Pride, in a man's pretending jo 
to think of himielf, as he knows every 
Ijody believes there is no j\ift reaibn to 
think of him ; and that there may be 
more and truer Humility in Another pcr- 
fon, who without other offered Humility 
or renl Pridey fo thinks of him&If as he 
ought to think, and fo behaves himfelf 

' ' as bcc(»nes his proper Station and Tmplc^* 
mcnt in the World. Tat true Humility 
con£fts, liot in ImagtMatiert, but in jfc' 
tion; not in mens appearing to think iS 
of thcmfelves, but in behaving themfelves 
velli it cpnfifts m carrying themfolvcs 
modeftly 
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modeftly in the Perfonnance of their pre-S e a «• 
fcnt Duty, not affuming to themfelves J^l^ 
anjr thii^ above the charafter of their pro-*^'^^ 
per Station, not puOing tbemfehes f<x- 
ward in an eager and indecent manner^ 
but, by the Ftadice of real and ufe6il 
Virtues, c^uling Others to be defiroas of 
their Advancement in the Wwld. This 
is the Behaviour of True Merit; and die 
Method, which, in the Nature of Things, 
in the Judgment of the Wifeft Men, and 
by the i^)pointDient of God him&If, leads 
mod^ and unaffedted Virtue^ to real 
HtHiour, and to a fetded and eftabliihed 
^^em. For lebofoever exaltetb himfilf^ 
Jbail be ahfidi and be. that bumbktb 
Ms^eif Jbail be exalted. In the following 
Di&ourfe upon which Words» I (hall ijl 
endeavour to fhow -what True Humility 
is, and wherein it confifts j and zMy^ pro. 
pole fome A^uments to perfwade men to 
the ■ Fra^tife of it. Under Which fame 
Heads, it will appear at the feme Time 
what Pride is, and by what Arguments 
men arc to be warned againft falling into it. 

iji, I am to confider what True Humt-- 
Uly isj and wherein it confifts. And here, 

Vol.. UI. P becaufe 
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SERH.becaufe the CSrctimftances of men are 
^* infinitely, variousj and the Pcudtice of 

^''"^'''^ every moral Virtue, is divCTfified in as ma- 
ny different manners, as the Circumftances 
of the Cafc wherein it is to be exetcked ; 
therefore either general Rules cannot be 
given at all, or, if th^ be, yet common- 
ly they are but of imall Uie, becauie they 
are loft in the endle& diverfity of the 
Application. On the other hand, parti' 
cular Rules fcr every iingle Caie,, are as 
impc^ble to be laid down; becaafe thek 
Number would wholly confound the Me- 
m«y, and fo become incapable of bang 
applied at all. The middle and m(^ 
uieful Way, is to mention the J^ndpal 
Heads only; which, being Few, are eafy 
to be remembred; and yet to which all 
the reft, that are numbedels, may widi 
cafe be occafionally reduced in PraAife. 
In order therefore to explaui diltin61y 
and intelli^Iy, what true UumUty is • 
it may be propo* to confider it, with re- 
gard to the Perfins towards whom it is 
.to be exerct&d, and with regard to tile 
Tinng wherein thoie Peribm di^ &- 
vcrally from each other. Tlie PerfonSy in 
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our bdiavipur towards whom the Virtue S b r m, 
of Humility is tp be exwcifed, are either ^T^ 
Superiors, Eguak, or Inferiori : and the 
Shings wherein thefe ^yeral Pcrfons dif- 
fer principally from each other, are either 
their Civ'd Statiom in the Worldj their 
di&rent Natural jibiUtieSy or their Reli;- 
gious lmpr:ovemmts. 

ifti With regard to St^eriorf in ge^ 
peral^ true UmiSiy conllfls, in paying 
tbem cbeerjuliy and readily all due Ho- 
Bour and R,elpeia, in thofe particular Re- 
gards wherein they are our Superiors, not- 
^jvithl^andJng any other accidental Di&d- 
-vantages on their fide, or Advantages on 
atrs. McH% particularly; with regard to , 
Siqicriors in Civil Stations in the World, 
true Humiiity confifts, in obeying them 
"williDgly in all things juft and lawful; 
in fubmitting to the Authority, even of 
the froward and unworthy; in not de- 
fpifing their Perlbns, expofing their Weak- 
pefies, or infiiluog over their In6rmitics ; 
but being truly fenlible, that thoie of Us 
who think beft of our own Al»lides, 
might, in higher Stations, ami under 
greater Trofts, find Difficuldes we are 
P 2 cot 
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'Se R M.not at prefciit aware of; ancj very I 

■^ . not be able to fee, or at leaft not find 

^•''"'^^^ineans to av(Md» the Fnulties wc arc ge- 
nerally fo apt to cenfurein (be Behaviour 
of our Superiors, With regard to Sup&^ 
riors in Natural jBnlities^ tnie Hunylity 
amfifts, not in fubmitting our Under- 
ftandings to them^ blindly and implidtlyj 
but in being willing and dcfiroiis to be 
inftrufted and informed by them; in not 
envying them the Advantages God ha^ 
"given them above ourfclves j nor repining, 
but on the contrary r^wwzrg*, . at their' 
being preferred or honoured, according 
to the Proportion of their true Merit or 
Capacity. With regard to Superiors in 
Religious ImpraoenmiU^ Huniility con- 
fifts Ukewife, in rejoicing to fee |the Rr^ 
tife of Virtue, and the Advancement of 
the Kingdom of God upon Earth ; not 
gricvmg, but taking Pleifurc, to fincf 
fiich Perfons elteemed highly in the World; 
and propofing them to ourfelves as Ex- 
amples and Patterns fox our Imitation. 
This K the Virtue of Humility, in oiir Be- 
haviour towards Superiors of all kinds. 

■D,gniod.,GoOglc 



Of Humility. %\l 

WAR D s our £jt«/f, . true Hu- S bj m.. 
mility confifts, in civil and j^ble, in cour- 



teous and modeft behaviour,^ not in ibnnal . . 
Pretences of thinking veiy meanly and 
conteqipdbly of ourielvcs, ( fiir fuch Pro- 
ieflions arc oitcn , very confiftent with. 
gi^at Pride, ) but. in patiently, pennitting, 
our Equals ( when it ihall fo happen ) to 
be prc&rred before us, not thti^ng our-, 
felves injured when , Others but of equal, 
Moit chance to be more eAeemed, but 
on the contrary rather fu^cSang that wq 
judge top fevourably of ourfelves, and 
therefore modeftly dellrihg that thofe who 
are reputed upon , the level with, us, may 
have {hown unto them rather a greater 
Re^>e<^. Thi^ is what the Apoftle means, 
Kom. xii. lo, whep. he bids" us be kindly 
affeBiomd me ta. anether^ with brotherly 
iovfy in honour . preferring om another, 
'Tis what the WUe-man had long before 
exhorted to, Prov. xxv. 6, Pta not forth, 
thyjelf in the p;efence of the l^ng^ and, 
Jiand not in the place of great men j for 
better is it, that it be faid unto thee. 
Come up hither; than that thou fhmtldfl 
be put Ivwer in the p^efence of ti)e Prince 
P 3 Hiehom 
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^ E yu.-whom thine eyes have Jem. 'Tis what our 
;X'" Saviour ftill more largely and diftinCUy 
'''"^'^ recommends, in that Parafele whereof Ac^ 
Text is the _concIufion ; St LuL xiv. 7," 
He pt f&rth a Parable to tbofe ■wBt'cB 
rioere bidden^ "wben be 'marked bow tbey 
tbofe out the cbief rooms j faying tinto them, 
J^ben thou art bidden of any man to a 
wedding, fit not down in ■ the htgheji room ; 
leji a more bonouratle man tban thouy be^ 
bidden of him ; jhd be that hade thee and 
him, come and jay to thee. Give This mmi 
place, and tbou begin vsith jl:atne to tdke- 
tbe Itmejl room ; But ivben tboie art bid- 
den, go and ft down in the l(mejl room j 
that when he that hade thee cometb, he may 
fay unto thee^ Friend, go up higher ; Then 
Jhalt tbou have ivprjhip' in the prefence of 
them that ft at meat with thee : The Ap- 
plication of all which, he fotjoins in the' 
words of the Text j ver. 1 1, For whofoever 
exalteth bimfelf, jhall be /ibiafed; and he 
that hurrMeth bimfelf "Jhall be exalted; 
Further; Tnic Humility with regard to- 
our E^als, ctoofifts, in willingly fub- 
Jnittjng, for Peace. feke, to many things, 
M not very mreafonabkt yet othcrwife 
fucli 
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^Kh as in our ownjiu^ment we il:ioaldSG r mi 
not chufe or think beft of. Epb. iv. i, J^l, 
/ l^Jeecb youy that ye -walk wortby of the 
Vocation wberewttb ye are calkd^ with all 
htvKnefs and meeknefi^ with long-fuffering^ 
forbearing one amtber in love; Endeor. 
•oouring to keep the Unity of tbe Spirit 

in the bond of peaces For unto every. 

one of us is given grace, according to the 
meajhre of tbe Gift of Chrifl ; i. e, men. 
have difftrent judgments, diflfercnt indi- 
nadons, different Gifts ami Talents from 
God, divided to every one feverally as he; 
plea&S} and therefore, to prevent Confb- 
fion, where men otherwife are Equals^ , 
the Duty of Humility requires, that they 
fhoold all be ready to futMnit to eac^ 
other, with all Meekncfe, Patience and. 
Good-will. Qihm. 12, Fut on^ as tbe. 
ekS of Gody holy and beloved, ~ boweh of 
atercies, kindnefs, bumblenefs of min^l 
mseknefsj long-fuffering -, Forbearing me 

amtber, and Jorgiving one another-, . 

And above ail tbefe things^ put on Cba. 
rity, which is the. bond of TerfeBnefs; 
Charity, /. e, mutual Love and an effec- 
tionate dcfire of Peace and Agreement; 
P 4 For 
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Seru.Fot fo it is explained in the words next 
X. inuBcdiately foUovnng ; And let the Peace 
''^^of God rule tn your Hearts, to •which nlfi 
ye are called in one Body, The like Ex- 
hortation we find, I Pet, v. 5 1 where the 
Apoftle not only direfU, Te Tamger 
JiAmt ytmrfehxt unto the Elder j bat be 
adds moreover. Tea, all (^ you befuhjeS 
one to another, and he chthed with Hu-^ 
mtHty. And Eph. v. 21, Submitting your- 
fihes one to another in the Fear of God. 
This 16 the CharaGcr of true Humiiity* 
in our Behaviour towards our Equals. 

^dly ; With regard to our Inferiors^ 
Humility confiAs, in aiTuming to ourlelves 
no mrfre than the Difierence of Men's Cir- 
cumftances, and the Performance of their' 
refpeftive Duties, for prcfcrviog the regu». " 
larity and good Ordo" of the World, n&- 
cellkrily requires. Btrticularly, towards 
Inferiors in Civil Stations in the Worfd, 
the Humility of a Governour confiAs, not 
in making his. Authority 'd?^icaWe and 
fubjed to contunpt, but in exerdfing it 
fo, as to fhow that he is not puft up widi 
the Ix>ve of Power and Dominion, but 
looks upon it 9S a Trun: (X)mmitted tQ 
him. 
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him, for tbc Benefit of thofe. who areS«RM. 
phced under his Infpedkxi. He a«n- ^^TX. 
mands, withoit infiilting > he reproves, 
with ineekiie& } he pnni^cfi uawiU 
Ui^y,. and never without giiing cvit 
dencc of Kty and Compaflibn. With w 
gard to Xn^ors in natural jibiHties or 
Accidental, Akkmtaga . in ' the - World, 
iiich as Leanung and. Knowledge, Riches, 
Plenty, and -the like ; I^unility confiiSsi 
in not de^nfing and cohtcnaning tho&, 
upon whom God has been plea&d to be- 
ftow fewer Talents ; but on the contra^ 
ry in confidering, that pofiiUy they have 
iome pther Gifts, which may be wanting 
in us i and in beuig willing to coamum-'' 
cate to ibetity the Advantages 'we injoy; 
that Tlxy may be the better, for dw 
Thin^ -wherewith God has bleficd Ujt. 
The true Humility, of anV<i mim coniifts,. 
DOC in levelling himielf with the Poor, 
tmt in being willing to affift them by re- 
living their Netxflities : not in con&und* 
ing die Diftini^ions of Men's Condidon, 
which God and Nature has eftablijhed ; 
but in indeavouring to make the condition 
c^ the Meancfl eafy, and fupportable to 
themielves. 
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S I K M.themftlves. And in like manner, the tme 
^- Humility of Perfons endued with mote 

^^^^ Learning and KwwleJge than others, does 
not ooniift in mdung a 3how 6f being ^- 
nocant, ( which may be a conceited Vani- 
ty or foolifh Afie^tion > ) . tnt At caa&Ri 
in being willii^ to cornmtmitaie what they 
know, and in iincerely defiring diat ^ 
Others might attain the £ime Knowledge 
with thcmlelyes : After die example of 
Mofeiy who, infte^ of beccHning haughty 
and infoknt through the multitude of the 
Revelations wherewith God had been 
pleafed to honour him ; and inftead of 
di£x)uraging others, from Peking ajfter 
the like Knowledge > on the contrary de- 
clared publickly. Numb. xi. 29. U^mUd 
God that All the Lordi feopk -were Pro^ 
■^ts^ and that tbe Lord watld pa bis Spi- 
rit x^ftw tbetn. Laftly, Towards our Li- 
feriors in rcfpedl of Religious Improve- 
foentSy true Humility ctrnfifts, in being 
rightly fenfifale of our own many Infirmi- 
ties, even thoje of Us who may be apt to 
imagine ourfelves to have made the great- 
er Improvements j and in being finccrely 
ibllicitous, for the welfere, and the Salva* 
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tlon of All men f JJt rMnng he i&itieSzxu. 
through Strife or Vain-gbryy but in Low~^ ^* 
Eneji of Mind- lei each ; one efteem other^^^^ 
Setter ibak ihemfehes'i Lbok Hot every maii 
on his\own tbihgSy hut ehery man alfi off 
the things cf Others, PM. ii. 3. It con- 
fifts, in indeavouring to influence Merr 
towards Religion, by Meetntf rather diah' 
by Power; Jefus called his Difciples unto 
i^ffiy a^d faidi Te knmv that the Princes 
cf the Gentiles^ exerctfe Domtmon over 
them i and they that are great, exerciji 
jiutbority up<m them : But it ^^11 not Be 
Jo among you ; iut "who/oever uiU be ^eai 
among you, let htm be your Mtmjler j Jind 
'ichojbever will be chief among you, let him 
be your Servant ; Even as the Son of Man 
came not to be minijlred unto, but to mini- 
Jieff and to give bis life a ranfom for ma- 
ny, St Matt. XX. 25. It confifts, in not 
affedling to g^ the empty A^kufe of 
Men, by an outward" oftentation of great- 
er Piety than others : All their Works, 
They do, (%s aurSavibur, Ipeaking of the 
proud Pharifees, ) they do for to be feen cf 
men ; They make broad their PbilaSteries, 
and inlarge the borders of their garments ; 
Jjid 
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S I a u . And hve the u^permofi rcMU at feafis^ and 
^* the chief Seats in the Synagogues ; jind 
.^^^ greetings in the: markets^ and to Be called 
of men, RaMfif Rai^.; But be not ye call- 
ed, Habbi i for One is your Mafier, even 
Cbrift i and aU-ye are brethren ; And call 
no man your Father up<m Earth ; For One 
is your Fisher, which is- in Heaven-, Nei- 
ther be ye called^ Majiers ; For One is your 
Majier even Chrijl ; But he that is ^eat- 
eji among ym^ Jkall be your Servant •, And 
•^hofoever jhall exalt himfelf Jhall be abor 
fed ; and he that Jhall bumble himfelf Jhall 
be exalted, St Mat. xxiii. 4. It confifts* 
in cohdefcending to thofe beneath us, and' 
not difdaining cwen to yield to them in 
tliings iiidiflcrent ; Be of the fame mind 
one towards another j Mind not high things, 
but condefcend to men of. kw eflaie : Be 
not "wife in your own Conceits, Rom/xii. 
1 6.- .It,confifts, in bearing your infirmi- 
ties . ^^ently and without frowardncls i 
^ then . that are flrong, ought to bear the 
inprmities of the JVeak, and not to pleafe 
eurfehes'i Let every one of us pleafe bis 
neighbour, for his Good to Edlfcation ; For 
even Clirift pkafed not himfeif, Rqtn. xv. i. 
■ . ■ It 
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It corififts, in fa-hearing to. Judge or defpifeS s a m. 
thofe tiiat differ from us in opinion j Let ^• 
fua bim that eatetb^ defpife him that iateth ^^^^^^^ 
Hot J and let not hint which eateth npt^ judge 
Urn that eateth^ Rom. 3dv. 3. It confiife 
in tiking care not to offend^ by haughty 
and pr^un^ous behaviour, fuch pcr- 
fons as \yf Meeknefe. might be prevailed 
upOTi to believe in Chnft, or fuch as by 
kind treatment might be kept fiom de- 
parting into Divifions j Take beed^ that ye 
dcfpife not one of tbefe little ones ; For 
•wb<fo Jhall offend me of tbefe little ones 
that believe in «c, i{ weri better for bim 
that a milfione were banged about his Neck 
and that be were drowned in the depth of 
the Sea^ St Mat. xviii, 10, 6. It conlifts 
in taldng heed not to in^fe necdlcls Dif- 
fculties upon thofc under our Power j For 
fo our Saviour defcribes the Pride ' of the 
Fharifees j Tbey bind heavy burdens and 
grievous to be iorn, and- lay them on men's 
Jhoulders j but they tbemfehes will not 
move them with one of their Fingers, St 
Matt, xxiii. 4, and i Pet. v. 3. Neither 
as being l^-ds over God's heritage, but be- 
ing Examples to the Flock : Laftly/it con- 
fifts 
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S 2 R u.fifts in ufing great gentlemfs^ leyen (xj thc^ 
X. ihdt bmx ojfendefi i Brethren, if a man be , 

*'^'^^^~^ evertaken in a Faulty ye^ which are Jpir$-r 
tualj rejiore fuch a sne in the Spi,rit of 
Meei^fsj con^dervtg fi^'lfy kfi ^That al^ 
fo be te^edy G^. yi. i. 4^d 2 'pQi. n. 
25. In Meekneis infrtf^i^g tfyfe that 
oppofe themfeheSf if Gc^ Pfradvenfwe 
•would give them fS^entence .to t}ie a(lm^o~ 
kdgment of the Trvth. Thefe,are .^ Cha- 
nters and the li^lances of True fiutai/ify, 
yriih Kgflx_d to ,our Infcricu's in ^lig^pus 
Jmprcfoemnts ; ^\a)^ y(z& d^ . /<^ q£ 
thofe Caies, or GrcumfbuiceF, wherein /or 
Diflin&ieis £ike> I prcfK^cd to copfidfr 
Tl>is excellent Virtue. And inde^ .th^K 
are No cafes, .wherein the Pi^i^iice of Hu- 
mility is Qigre difficult or piqv Iptricate, 
than when men are tempted to Spiritual 
Pride, or to t^fpife thofe who are fiippoi^ 
to be their Inferiors in reHgifius improve- 
mjtnts. Which Vice inijniiating itfijf in- 
to men upon differed pccafions, and 
tvanchiog forth it&lf ^ into many ^nftan- 
ces ; a tnief mendoning fome of the prin- 
cipal of them, may ai&ft us ftill further 
tn underflanding the Nature of the contra- 
ry 
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1^ Virtue. And i/, tiberc is a JpirituaISti.u^ 
Priiie ia fnfumng ta fin, upon die Senfe^^* 
of the Virtues we arc in other refpctffa in- 
dued with. This was the Cafe of Vzziah 
King of JuJ^ ', of whom the Scripture 
relates, 2 Chr. xxvi. 4, 16. that be did 
that which loas right ia the Sight of the 
Xjordt according to all that his Father had 
done, And be fii^htGod in the d^s of Ze- 
chariab, who had underflanding in the Vi- 

Jkms of God J and Gad made, him to prof 

per : ■ -— But when he wasjlroagy his heart 
was lifted up to bis defruSiion j for be 
tranf^ejfed againfi the Lord bis God. 
The lame vrss in fome degree the cafe of 
Hezekiah, who having ferved the Lord 
(Uli^ntlyi beyond alt that his Fathers had 
done ; and Imvmg been accordingly bleff. 
«i with great Profperity ; .yet at length he 
rendred not again according to the Benefit 
-dene unto him ; For his Heart -was lifted 
up ; Therefore there was wrath upon him^ 
and upon Judab and Jerufakm, 2 Chr. 
xxxii 25. And This is a Fault fo ind- 
dent even to otherwife gwd men, that St 
P<2i(/ declares even concerning Hmfelf 
2 Cor. xii. 7. Lxft I Jbeuid be exalted a~ 
hove 
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S 1 1 H-hffoe meafwe through the j46utu&mce ef tie 
X. RtvelatienSt there ivas given to me a Jborn, 

^'^"^^^ in the Ftejhy an Affliaioo, the mejettger 
cj Satan to buffet me, left I Jhould be ex- 
aked above mea/ure. The Ddty of ^am'' 
Uty in This cafe, confiils, in being always- 
ienflUc of our Fallibility and our Dan^ 
ger ; in •working out our own SaJvattm 
with Fear and TrenAUng j even when 
vfe. think we ftand fureft, yet taking heed 
kft we fa&% being { as the Prophet ex[vef- 
fcs it. If. hfvi. 2. ) of a poor and contrite 
Spiritt • and trembling at God's JVerd^ 
idly. There is zfpiritual Pride oi- Vain' 
giory, .in affc<aing a publick Appearance of 
foch Aiftions, as in themfelvcs are good 
and cranmendable. This was the great 
- Mar. jiii. Fault of the Phariiees ; who hved to go 

S?- in hng-cloathing, and ioved faktatims in 
the market-places, and the chief Seats in 
the Synagogues, and the uppermofi rooms at 
feafis; who when they gave their AlmSi 

Mat. ri i.fnmded a trwapet before them in the fymh 

gogues and in the greets, that they might 

fl 5. ^^ g^'>''y "f "^^ <^d when they prayed^ 

did it fianding in the fynagogtxs, and in '■ 

fi. 16.'^ cu-ners of the flreets, that they might be 

feen 
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jSffl if Mm J and, vixn they jajied^ put S e r m. 
on a fad countenance^ and disfigured their ~ 
Fjf«i that tbey might appear unto men to 
faji. In oppofition to This, aoe Humi- 
lity confiils, in being contenttnl to let the 
World be ignorant of the particular 
good Works we do ; in fo difpoCng our 
Alms, as not to let our left band knew what 
air right hand dees ; and in avoiding all 
AfiediatioD, and publick Boaftiog, of our 
jnvate Virtues. All which neverthelels, 
is fo &i from b^g inconMent with that 
^her Precept of our Saviour, of kiting 
eur Light fo fhine before men, that they 
ma^ fee our good ff^orh, and glorify mr 
Father which is in Heaven ; that, on the 
ccwtrary, there is no greater and more ef- 
fcftual recommendation of Virtue, to the 
imitation of . reafonable and ttell-difpofed 
Perfons j than when they find it fmcerely 
unafe^ed, and which vaunteth not itfelf. 
3dly, There is a fpiritual Pridey of men 
confikntfy juftifying themjehes, and being 
wholly infenfiblc of their own Failings, - 
while they arc very cenfqrious in Judging 
mA^defpfing others Of This, our Sa- 
viour ^^nes us an excellent inlbuice, St 
Vol. in. Q^ Luke 
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SsRH.-Lfttf x\n^. 9. Andbe jpdh Mi Tar^h 
^ anA) certain •wbicb tru^ed in tbemfehts 

^'■^^''^^ tiiat they were righteous^ and dejpijed 0^ 
tiers ; 7W men went t^ into the Tempk 
to pray i the one a Phtrijee, and the vther 
a Puilican : lie Pbarifee fiwd and prayed 
thus -witb himfelfy God, I thank thee that 
J mn not as <^ber men are^ extertioners^ 
wtjttjit oAdterers^ or even as this pu&U' 
can : If aft twice in the naeek, J give titbe$ 
vf all that I pofefs ; Jnd the Publican 
ftandir^ afar off^ would not Uft up fo much 
as Us Eyes to Heaoen, but fmote iipoH bis 
Breafit faying^ God, be merciful to-nie a 
Sinner : / tell you, lays cnir Saviour, tbit 
man went dmsm to his boufe jufH^d rather 
than the other ; For eixry one that exalt^b 
bimfelf Jhall be abafed ; and he that bumb^ 
letb himfelf, Jhall be exalted. The &me 
Sort of Pride, is defcribed by the Wife- 
man, Prov. XXX. 12. There is a generation 
that are pure in their own eyeSy and yet is 
not majhed from their Filtbinefs ; ^Tbere is ^ 
generation, O bow hfpf are their eyes, and 
their Eye-lids ta-e HJied up. Again, by our 
Sawiopr j St Luke xvi. 15. Te are they 
wbicb jujlijy yourfehcs bejore mtn, but 
God 
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I^ordt lofn twt viertiy, ( I have no cyin,S i r m. 
no prclenift-to cxpea, ) fba that Jkmldji X. 
ctane wider wy Soof : Where jwe neither -'''V^ 
thought 1 wfjelj •mrtby to com unto thee ; 
hut fpeak the •awdy and my Servant JhaU 
be healed. And of St Paul, Eph. m. 8. 
Unto me J who am lefs tbin tie ieaji of all 
Saints, is this Grace .given j The . cxpret 
fion is hyperbolical j . But the . mcaiung is, 
that he had not any the leaA claim of 
Right or ,Defert to that fingular Favour, of 
being madf the Apofile to the Gentiles. 
And in like manner, of j&rabam. Gen. 
xviii. 27* I have taken upon me to J^ak unto 
the Lord, which am hut dufi and ajhes. And 
of Jacoby Gen. xxxil. 10. I am net uor~ 
thy of the le^ of all thy Mercies. And 
accordingly our Saviour ducdls his Difci- 
plesj Stijwfe xvii. 10. When- ye Jhall have 
done all thofe things which are commanded 
you, fay, . We are unprojitabk Servants ^ 
we have done that which was our Duty to 
do. Nevertheleis, upon This Head of 
Merit, 'tis al£> to be obfervcd, tlut there 
is a Fault even in the contrary Extreme ; 
a pretended Humility, in imagining, that 
as we cannot Merit, fo neither arc we 
0^3 able 
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Stuii.aUe to Ih uy tiling, but muft Icive die 
X. Grace of God to do AU for ui. Which 

^'"""^ Opinion, does a» effeaoally deftAiy Rdi- 
;^on in one entrant, as the doAtine of 
limt does in the other. For, as, accord, 
ing to the Dodtxine of Mirit, the Revmri 
ii not of Ctau, but bjr Ciln'iB ^ Bigbt; 
fo on tlie other fide, if we arc able to 
it mttittg at cU, tlicn tlie Pmflmmt 
cannot be by yufiice, but by mere arhi' 
trary Power, wiiich is inconfiAent with 
the Attributes of God. glbfy. There is 
yet a higher degree of dus Splritml Pridt, 
in pretending to Wori^s of St^erefgatim, 
Tliis alio is a fond Pretence of the Chinch 
of Rome. And Tliis.iecins to have been 
the Fault of the Young man in the Go- 
fpel ; vriio wben our Saviour Iiad laid 
unto lum, tf thou vik enter into Jife, 
keep the Commandnents ; would needs re- 
ply fijither, St Mat jdx. 20. Iftut lack I 
yet t This alfi> is what St Pmd fe juiUy 
reproves. Cot. ii. 18. Let m man iegiaU 
you of your revjard, in tt voluntary humiw 
tty and nm-Jhipfing of Jhgek, inlruJing 
into Ihofe tiingi, which be bath not feen, 
Vtinlf fufi If lybis ftJOy nind; 
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vMdt tUngt kaw indeed a Show ef iTif-StRu, 
dam^ in •mU-^MrJhip mid bumUty : Bat ^L. 
True humility, in oppofition to this &lie 
and prmd ai^>earance of it, conlifts, in 
tnakiog, not our cwn Will, but the fTiU 
^f God, the Rule of our Dn^j cafiit^ 
dhwn ima^netimSy md every high tHt^^ 
that exaitetb itfelf agmnfi the kaimkdge 
of G^d ; oW bringing in/0 captivity every 
^Tbeugbt to tie Obedience of Cbrijiy not, of 
Men but, ej Cbnfi. iJfify^ There is % 
S^ritiuil Pride, in ^kii^ a^ and be- 
ing iotid. of myfterious and fecret tbi/^s, 
to the negled of our plain and maniieft 
Duty } In allufion to which, the c(»Ttifft 
Church in the Revelations, is ftil^ 
My/iery^ Babylon the Great. And in op- 
jnfition to This, true Humility is tint 
y^ch the Wifcman defcribcs, Ftav. iii. 7. 
JBe not tvi/e in tkine own eyes j Fear tbf 
Jjord, and depatt from evil : And Mejes, 
Dent. xxix. 29. Secret things heimg unto 
the hard our God, ha tbofe tbit^s v/incb 
are revealed, belong unto us, and to aa- cbil- 
drenfor ever, that we may da aU the Words 
ef tins Law : And the Plalmin, Pi: acexi. 
I. Lord, mine heart is not haughty, nor mint 
dj. eyes 
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St ku. eyes lofty, neither Jo I exerctfe iiiyfelf in 
X. great matters, or in things too high for me i 

^'"^'^And the Wife Son of Siracb, Eccluf, iii. 
21. Seek not out the things that are too bard 
for thee, nether Jearch the things that are 
aiffoe thy Strength : But -what is command^ 
ed thee, think thereupon vntb reverence j 
for it is not needful for thee to fie with ttine 
eyes the things that are in fecret : Be nd 
iwiods in unnecessary matters, for more 
things, are fhevsed unto tbee, than men m- 
derjiand : For many are deceitxd Si their 
own vain opinion^ and an evil fii^don 
bos overthrown their judgment. The <m»* 
ly caution hae necd3aiy to be given, is 
that this entire huni)}le Submiflion of 
our own judgment, is due b) God only, 
in the Words of his own Immediate 
end cxpre& Revelation ; the paying the 
like deference to any bumble doShim 
or human explication of do<Srine whatfi)- , 
ever, without thoroughly examining it 
and underftanding it perfeftly ; is not 
Hamility, but Ignorance and Skth. And 
This may fuffice upon the \fl particular, 
•what Tme Humility is, and wherein it 
ponfifk. 
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SERMON XI. 

of HuMinTy. 



LuK. xW. II. 
por tvidfoever exaltetb himfelf,pall 
be abafed ; and he that humbteth 
himfelf, .Jhall be exalted. 

IN a foaact Difcourfe uponsERu. 
thofc Words, I have endea- XI. 
voored to (how diffinSly "-'V'V' 
Pfhat the Virtue of true Hu- 
mility «, and wherein it con- 
^fts. ]t remains that \ proceed at this 
Time, to propofe Ibmc jirguments to 
perfwade men to the Pra3iji of it. 
And 
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SERU.And \fi^ Hie Scripture fiequenUy lays 
XI. be&ce nsj the nitf«ra/>ill con&qaeDCes of 

'•^V^Rcidc; and the Advantages arifing fr<an 
true H«niUty, even in the natm'id Courlc 
and Order of Things. 

Pride makes men fboUlh, and v^ 
of caudon j and This puts them upon 
d«i^ thii^ that brief tliem to Dlfluj- 
nour: W^ Pride cmetb, then- cometb 
Shame 't bitt tettb the lowfy is JFtfdom, 
ProT. 3d. 2, 

It makes men neg^gent, and imi»o> 
vident of the future ; and this oiten 
throws them into fudden calamities; ^Tbe 
Turning aw^ of the Simple^ ( in the ori^ 
nal it is, the Eafc, the Negligence, of the 
Siff^ky) JhaSJhy thtmi and the Projpe- 
rity of Fools JhaU dejirvf tbim^ Ptov. i. .32. 
I T makes men rafh and peevilli, ob> 
Ainate and infolent ; and This Jeldon 
^k to faring down niui upcui ^em: 
Pride gtxth before deftru^m^ and at 
haughty Spirit brfore a Fall ; Better it it 
to be if an bttoAle Spirit tmtb the kwly^ 
than to divide th* Spoil ivitb the Prtmd^ 
ftov. xvi. 18. 

It 
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It Invdvtt men pcrpetnally m StrifetSisM, 
and Contontions } and lliefe ahr^ innl. ^I< 
tSj^y Sin, and arc inconfiftcnt wiA true '-'"^''^ 
Hypinefii Hir invri& tran^e^vi, that 
inxtb ^fe ; JK(/ be that exaltttb bis Gate, 
feAetb ZkftruBm, ?roT. xvii, 19. 

It difobliges mens beil Friends, and 
f^vta their demies perpetual Advantage^ 
^punft them ) and Tl^ often draws great 
Inconvoniendes i^ioa them : B^e de- 
flruBim tbe Htart-of Man is ba^Oy^ 
and before Hofuw is Humlity, Vxm, xviit. 
la. 

' I T makes men vidn and loirers of Fkt- 
tery> rgefting dufe about them who 
would do them moft Ktndnels, and liking 
thole beft who do them the greateft uii 
jury; And This cau&s them to be in- 
iei^le of their , own Diieafe, till th^ 
£iddenly fall under Contempt : A maris 
"Pride Jhall bring bim bw, bta Honour 
JbaB ^Id tbe bumik in Spirit, Frav, 
xar. 23. 

. It makes men impatient of good 
Advice and Inftmi^n, and That ren- 
ders Jthttn incorrigibie in dieir Vices; 
Seefi tbcnt.a man vdfe in Us own Conceit f 
there 
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S E K u.tbere is more I^pe of a Roly than ^f bim : 
^ TSf fli^ard is vnfer in his awn conceit 

^^^iiktn fehen mm that can\ render a re^y 
Prov. xxvi. 12, i6i and xxvuL a6'. Be 
that truftetb in ins onen Hearty is a Feoli 
hut wbofo wa&eth .viififyt . be JhaU be Je- 
Uvered. 

Laftly, It fills men.fiiU of i^uo-gkai- 
ous DcGgna, imploying all. their Thoi^ts 
in lelf-confident Inx^tnadons ; and This 
makes them incapable of . Reli^ous im- 
provements, and to have no relifli i£ 
true Wird(»n : 7be full Soul loalbetb the 
boney-comby Pnnr. xxvii. 7 ; and xxv, 27* 
It is wa good to eat much honey i Jo fw 
^ten to fearcb their own g^t is not gh- 
ry. 

These are the elegant ObiervatitMis 
of^ wife Solomaiy up<»i the natwal incon* 
veniencies and di&dvanti^es of Pride. In 
the other parts, of Saipture wc find like- 
wiie,. fcveral Remarks o£ the iame kind. 
That Pride hinders men ^ova examining 
impartially, into the Tnith cf RcU^on } 
How can ye helievey lays our Saviour, 
which receive: honour one of another ^ end 
feek m the honour which cometh from God 
only ? 
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mdj^ Joh. V. 44. And, ha\3e. any of tbe^^^H* 
Htdersy or. of the Pbarijees ixtieved o*^—;^^ 
bim? ch. vii. 48. - ' That h. makes men ^^'^ 
difdain.Xo leavs liheir pleafivg,: Vanities, 
and fiv'njt ffluc^ to condeicend tcrthe nuan 
Reftrwits and. Confinements (^ Religion; 
Judges \ii.<), 'tbeOli^-trce faid,^*— Should 
1 kave my Fatm/s;? ^—~-jind the Fig-tree 

faid^ Should IfonJai£ my Sweefnefit and 

my good I^uit ?■ -r-f^Jnd. fbe Fine /aid, 

-! Shadd I leave "my Wine ngbiih cheeret^ 

Gcd and Men, and go to be prnn^ted ever, 
the Trees? vcr.ij. .That it cauies mcii 
to take Ofi^nce at the Flainneals and Sim- 
plicity of the Goipel, and diereby hin- 
ders it fircm making due impreffions up- 

<Mi diem ; The Wifdom of God.,- ivhich 

none of the Princes of this World knew, 
I Cor. ii. 8 fFbere is the Wife f Where 
is the Scribe? Where is the Difpuier of 

this Wm-ld f For ye fee your calUng^ 

Brethren, hew that not mar^ Wife men 
after the Fkfh, not many mighty^ mt ma^ 
vy noble are called, ch. i. 20, 26. There^ 
fore let no man glory in men : If atry 
man among you feemeth to be wife in This 
Worlds let Ism become a Fool, that he may 
bt 
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i^t Of fi$smility. 

StfuUtMie^i i.e. let lutn ky afide t^ ^ifiican 
^^ ttf Siif'Cencatf in order m bcooiQC ca- 

^^^"^/tfAtof iBftiuaion. in Ae true Wi]3m^ 
€b.«i. ti,: 18. Thstk hinders men fion 
paJwini ng the Dotjr ^ i£ C3inftiatt Qb^ 
rity, one towaids another; Dioirtpiia^ 
tci£« ZpwAft to tme tHi pvamjunce jtma^ 
ihem, retehetb us wT, 3 Jcdi. 9. La&ly» 
diat ia ^ eiKcutioa of tiw O^j of 
Chnftiaa Aothixityy it birns men inHn-t 
dy& rcgafid cf the ^ent of dieir C^cc^ 
to tempond and wor!4ly confideradoci, 
ind tMs leads them into a Snare, and 
brings thwi to defltui^on: ^ -Bi/^ 
( ^ys the Apoflie ) miiji Aot be a Nmna^ 
kfi being U^ up with Pride^ be jS 
into tbe-Gmllemiatien of the Devil, i tim. 
lit. 6. Thefe are the natural ill oo^c- 
qucnces' of Pride, which the Scri^iir« 
lays before U8j and which confeqtjently 
drover to os the Adrantages arifingfrom 
waxi Humiiity, even in die naturd courie 
and order of thm^ 

^i^, The next Argument the Scrip- 
tore makes ufe of, to perfwade m^ to 
the Praaifc of Humility, is Thisj that 
I^ide, as 'tis ufually of miiural ill ponib* 
quence. 
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Of Humility. S^g 

qucnce, fa 'ti» moreover fartiadarfyS z ^it^ 
batefitl to God ; who reprefents himfetf ^tL 
as taking deUgbt^ to bring down the lof-^^'*^'^ 
ty, and to exalt the hnmble. ""Tis the 
oblervation of EUphaz in the hook of 
^, ch. xxii. 29, When men an ca0 
Jmofty tbm tfm Jbalt fay, fHiere is iiftit^ 
ttp\ and be Jba!l Jove the Humbk perpm .- 
And ch. nodii. 14, 17, God J^eakah once, 

yea t^ice, y^t »w» petciivetb it riot j that 

be may withdraw man Jrom his purpofe^ 
and- itt'd Pride Jraiii. man; God himfelfi 
by die nx)p)iet ^a&, dedares, di. ii. 1 1 
72if l^ boil- of man Jhall ie bumbled^ 
ad the baughtinefs of men JkaJl be lowed 
dtnotty and the lard afone JhaU he eUahed 
in thai Hay ; Fw the day of the Lord of 
ho^s fisall he upon every me that is prvud 
and hfiyy and'upm fvery me. that isJifted 
up J and be fhall he hrought hw. The 
Wife man in like manner; Prev. iii. 34, 
S$irely ( fays he ) A? fcorneth the fconurs, 
hut gfvetb grace unto the lowly. .Which 
pB^ge is. aknoft in the very &me wondf* 
quoted by St Peter, 1 Pet.- v. 5, £e ckthed 
•with burnt Hty ; For God re/i/ietb the Proud, 
and giv^h Grace unto the humhle. The 
Blefled 
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240 Of Humility. 

$ERM.Blefltd Vk^, after the Aiigd*s annun' 
^ dating to her the Conception of our Lwd, 

^^^^ inferts into her hymn the fiunc general Ob- 
fcrvation: iS? haib Jbowed firfngtb with 
its Jh-m^ be has fcattered the proud in the 
imagination of their Hearts i He bath put 
dffwn the, mighty from- their Seats, aaJ has 
exalted the humbk and meek, St Ijik. u ^i. 
Our Saviour himfelfj taking a little Child^ 
and letting it before his Difaples, when 
they were contending for {ffeeminegce} 
Ferily ( iays he ) J ftvf unto you j -- ■ - ■ z e&)- 
Jbever Jhall humbk himjelf as this Uttk 
Cbildf the fame is greatefi in the ■ Kingdm 

of H((rven ; But whojoever Jball <^end 

w«r of thefe little ones that believe in me^ 
i. e. whofoever ihall by proud and con-i 
temptuQus treatment dilcoura^e the mean* 
eft Chriftian, or drive him into any Sin } 
it were, better for him that a miljione were . 
banged about his neck^ and that he were 
drowned in the Depth of the Sea, St Mat. 
xviii. 4, 6. And again, in the words of 
the Text, upon another not unlike occa- 
fion } Whofoever ( iaith he ) exalteth him- 
felf fhdl be abafed; and be that humbletb 
inmfelf Jkall be exatted. The Reafdn why 
Pride 
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0/ Hunilitj.. Aft 

ftide n always nprefenod in ScrifiBire, S^jiHy 
M being thus farticukrl} hateful /» G«/, XI- 
is lecauft it ufually fignifies, and aliyays "'^'>' 
include?, feaejhing of itai Prcfumptu. 
eufmfij that frefumitig to tnan^e^ jnio- 
kntljr ^d with a. high Hand, which it 
the greatcft Aggravation of Sin, and the 
moil direaly oppolite to that meek and 
h|imb)e Spirit, which trmUttb' ta Gats 
if^iird, which ftudies his Willj an4 is al- 
ways fearful of difobeying it Wo vxti 
/i»i, fiitfi the Prophet, tbot call tvif 
fW, aW ^on/ mil; that put Jurbieji fat 
£fb, and tight for darhmfi. It v. jo j 
i.;f* n^ho.aie.io.iniQlent.ias prefumptnoufly 
to, deny, either in their Words. or. Adiofls, 
die .iiK>ll .evident -moi^ Di^ereiices of 
Right .and Wrong: For fo it is explained 
iathc-JWords immediately following; Ws^^ 
uat9 fhm, ( not, who, miAalce^ or aie guil- 
3y of any Enor or &1& opinion in this 

^^f^j ^^) :V^ ^^"^ ^^ '^' '"'^fi *^ 

ibetr yam eyes, ami prudent in their mm 
fgbt^.y who, lay, We will 's^alk after our 
miiii devicei^ atid ive will every one do the '^' * 
ima^hation of Bs pmt Heart : Who fay 
Ttrtio-'Cfod,- Depart from uij for -^e defri 
Vol', m. R m» 
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^^^ tk J^'^biy, ' tbtt We ficnU firei'^a/n7 

"^^"wjrf wha fnjit pmltd ' ,tM 'btrve'^fwe 
•fray Ti?iio'--bim? Job xxi. 14. Con'ccriuHg 
•foch pcrfbns as Tiefi it k» ^t:!!^^^^!);- 
tarc thfeatensi Every' die ' thill is'fi^ 
•in Heart, is an abcminatimto the 'l^a-> 
Hbai^'imdjoin in baiuii he Jhail nbt i? 
'•unpmiPxcl, Prov. xvi. 5. . =It is geniJ^T 
tapjAiicS Ssy "Divines, that flie original 
Sin'ttefl of the 'ShxlKtrifelf, •ms Phiii'-, 
TJcteufeSt "Patd ipeaklrig of a' man's 'fte- 
Tng /{^ «f aif(t iVni, calls k h'if^^ 
vnib Hx tojttlemnatiin df the 'Devit. 'AiftS 
"this, is iiSt'at aH-imjmtabfe j 'jftoviaW,' l^ 
.JViife, "W-.uncfcriloM.'W f'wHi 'tfieVia'- 
gir) Ira atteiipfing %> f-ij^ Ga/ -jSHmji^ 
Yy- *ir K>-nf, 'Wtich k -aiSfiird' aniinijolfi. 

.1^ . .: ble -and thiWIfli to imigiBe ; W-'hfe 
•prefimiing, npon the G(:e»««4<i ■ind DT]^ 
Tiity df- his Nature, 4nfB!ently to 'ftafll!- 
greS ifome %(" the" DJMna GbmStt**. 
Xnii 'fottetHirig i"& this, * the "CiffW 

. ,-.- - : I'oweVful" tyrannical PrJnies, Who jJr^aJ^ 

*■ ly (Jefpife the Thoughts and "Expedbitioh. 

of God's righteous judgment. For .which 

mfon, the' Propyl ' Jfaiii -d dfi^ciibQ 

the 
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the ltdimiSHaA of the Kiag of £<>%«, Sou. 
»Kit tW Wdcds nre, noc Withbufproba-^^' 
Mit^ thought M'bt.an AlkfioB Mo the*'^^ 
fsd! of Satan i ch- -ifv, 13, :^Snp.!sr> r&a 
^iSSl J^rBW JUawn, ■.OXuctfiry Sat of the 
nentngi hem aft tkm cut dsvm U'-^be 
greand, wbiet 'Jid^ '^aeakm the Natiotu f 
Fffr tdiu haji Jaid 4ti iinne Unart, 'I vjiU 
■djhimi'irito invert, I idll exalt\my ffjnki 
time tie Start *f Gcd, ■Jvtmpalfi upm 
the-mSUnt "if the Gm^gation, k'n'the , fides 
of the North; I •will afcetid above the 
he^hisaf the chlis, I wU ie-Jlke'tbe mft 
Sigh, at tiiti fiakJie iroiigit imm to 
fbil,to t£) fileisf- tie Pit.- And fffe)! 
tim'fie'thte fa H ' - ■ J ty, Titbit tie man 
that tmde the 'EaHk to treitdileT—^^that 
itade -the ifVarld 4i a ittildemefs, and dt- 
frmd the Cities therefore t This is die 
i(i*mer whefdii'die" Scriptare reprefents 
Gni Mgbiing to deftroy Tyrant*, tboft 
jiftWand iiJighty Tranfgreflbrs,. '. .' . 
".A NO T » E R iiiftance of which,' isthe 
Sbfoipdon rf the Haughtinrfs and the 
Fdl of Neiucbadnesmar ; Dan. iT. 5o> 
Vte King fi<Jte and faid. Is not This great 
m that I hm>e halt for the Ha^ 
R 2 if 
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5)1.4. df Humility. 

Stt^u.^f the Kiiigdm,^iy the mgbt of my Power, 
_■*'' md jvr the boneur of my Mt^efty.i. Bat 

^^^w6(f» ins Heart was 'lifted vp, and bis ' 
ASttd bartheJ in Prides be was dept^ti 
from, bii. kingfy tbrone^ aad tbey to^ bi' 
gkry fnm Urn > And be was driven frvm 
the Soiit of men, and his Heart was made 
Hie tbe Be^ij and bis dweUtng vms. with 
the mid Affes, ch. v. 29 ; that is, his Un- 
derftan^i^ was tajccn from bkn^ vid be 
imagined himfeU' to be turned huo t 
Beaft. 

Aho the Inflancc of Pharaoby Exod. 
^. 2, f^bo is tbe tordt that IJhouU obey 

bis Voice ? J hmo not tbe Lm-d^ neither 

wis I let IJi-eul ^-^--Thcrcfcie the Lord 
JetU all his plagues otpon' his Hearty and 
vpots Ns ServaniSf and upon -his Pa^^ 
di. ix. 14. 

And that of Herod» Afts mi. 21, Up- 
on a j^t dayy Herod arr^ed in royal op' 
pareli fat upon bis tbranei and made an 
oration i And the peop^ gave afhout, fay- 
ing^ h is the voice of a god^ and not of 
a man ; And immediately tbe Angel of the 
Lord f^e Up}, becattfe he gave not God 
the ghryi and be was eaten of worms, 
and 
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Of Httmility.' HS: 

mi §inii If tlx-Gtif^. ihti-Jbgd tf tkSir »>• 
lutj, iiMSis, I liiddRi '^fuTe, l^ .die X(i' 
dandionof. Pcondaue, came. upon, him :.'-^'*^* 
The Figbre' is-idie Jome as; diafr^nfai^ 
St'Piud ui^, - vtbai^ hq c&lb.'a.'iemporal'. 
Affidkm the Mtja^ia; oe ./tipl o( Satm 
to bu^ him, ,i Cor. rii 7, So i Si- 

ii., if „/■;■.:■■■ 

A MO T H E K. ^cample, is that'of H^- 
mm, in the Book of Efitir ( *h(> when 
he -would have ^uxificed a whole M'ktibii 
to- his.Kide and Ha^ghtinelSt^^Obd ju^^ 
faffiEced him to iiill t^ the &me igiiomi- 
oious Death which he had cDnaiviKi for 
another. ' 

A KB that oCpiritiiat-BilfyhlotChri- 
ftitm Tyraimy and the Spirit of Pafecutim 
in «he SroAttim, ch. xviii. 7, jbm much 
fie hu gkriftd itrfilf, tfd livtj Ma, 
fay^, Je macb torment and firrow give 
in-i For fie fa'ti in her ietri, I Jit a 
%Ar«, aldamnomtitfWj md fiaUJie no 
firrowi Therefore fiali her fbtgi^ nme 
in one day\ Jetah end mourning and fa- 
mine; md fix ftiall ie utierfy tmt viitb. 
Fire; for firmg ii the Uri Old «i» 
judgetb her. 

R 3 Tb» 
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aS|# Of HafiiUi^i 

30^ jndseei^g^^ all wbioh aid thedlik^Jiu 
''^^^ftaaceb,.: cannot :he -woifciakgaritly rMfBet 
fiiaV''l>™''b ''x= wnriis ofithc wifg%at>f 
' Sinicii:JEctIiaUx> yC- SrUki is tutefiJyiK 
Jin CU \i^.Mia,:iix/.-fy lak Mtj^m 
dUmt cJm'pityiirT^ffiy jai-EnrA-iid 

Ajhei proud f ^The beginning of .Triiie 

ist-wiaiftii ift^teiii Jlont €«!- jikL'Us 
jfft»^ if'turyuJ. l&iaf>^eiA Aft<; Makfr : 
f<ir ffjitrii.tht. be^mang ojf SiiiiiMd it 
tbaf [i^iiii pill- petit Imt tUMnaeiM.; 
and tlf^i^i:- lie i&d.iira^ht tifch^diti 
firtiSt, tthmitifs, -.inlfr:.tm-thnc0 ibm 
utterly: 7lie Lord hatb caji doam'':^ 
Tbrmeitfiff' proud PriiKts^insd fet tiplk 
miekJll..'Hieir foot : .^it.ilj)ri bMpkei- 
td Hfifk rgtts ofthep-ifU iiitiimsi:Mi 
jfta^'-^iJuwl!), it^-.l^ ptofe.: 'Thtltri 
nmbrmt.llie. Cmimia .of the Hiatim, 
fnJ d^rigtii tbm <i Oe Ftrndatiom tj 
tU -^<H^ >, ' M ^tik^wm vat- ma^jiiF • 
««r. nm.-fim<ita Atif»: fx Ibem tbm »» 
hm ^ * mmm. sTha, iherefore is the 
Awi^'AligVimontto Ustil- tticn ftom fticfe j 
*e. *i^d4i»tion of its tiing particularl} 
hateful to God. 
' ■« ■-:■■■- ■ ■^dly. 
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S^^j^fii) 1^^ t(^rc ttSi t9 reajmBOidr, %^ 
ths, ^laKe of ^ivnilitif, is the .Bmiij^[-^'^,> 
^ 6oii hii^lt.aai of our I,ij(cl ^ Sari 
Tijoof ^^ Ckifi^ ftopoijt *o4'"°^jr. 
fpe^fcii)^ Umliiy... h not * Pwlcflion., 
iLat can be aloibed to Gtid: Becau^. 
yjKW th»¥ is no room for P^i^ there 
«w n^ver he, properli any. Esetcife of, 
Ijba^lity^ and He i^hofc ■ ^[^ttif e is' of, 
uifi^.and wiStni^ed Excdtocy, ea^ 
ij^th^' ppffibly^ alTupie to- bjaf'tfi iwt 

<|ung..i^ond , wb^ is ^bfolutel]; ,a:p& ne(>, 
ceffiirii|jr. dye j Jo ; Ivit% . jfejtha. fan . Iw 
ijoffiblj ^i^, hinftlf, in. ti«., Utei^ 
Sf^; or in .^7 v'iS&-4^nimJh bfxa ^ 
^ym %ieriitivc; and .uadiaqgeahlf . ^oi^.- 
leRCj. . , Ncverj^el^, io a'iipjjatiTf nmoj. 
ncrt of. 4'^alcing,,.^e. Scripture Af<. iinvie-. 
ti^ ..afaibe ijainiVty. ,tov GaJ>- and •»■■ 
oamtaeads his .Condefcenfion a§ afattenr. 
fpr. us to iniita^ the Lord, 'y)bo diwtiU, 
t^ Bit high, — ^humbleth bimje^ t(y heboid _ 
the ibinff ^t .are in Mernxn, aa^ in ftci 
Mi^, PC cxiij,6', An'l -^ poofviii. 6. 
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348" Of HumMity\ 

Sir mJ^^ mii the hwiy. And ^e ^xo£ imft- 
. Xt ncr of fyeakittg is ufcd % God hiinfeM; 

V^'^^ IviL 15. Ti&w jEb/A tb^ High and -Lofif^^ 
One, that tiihafnietb Eternity i-^—rthJf 
in the iBg* jffi/ /&/;> Ptafe\ •with '^fii 
iBfoy that i$ of a cmtritf and bumSU 'S^* 
rit : And ch. bcvi; i, Thw faith thLor^i 
?&' ISemxn is nrf "Ilrohe, and thi Earth 

is my Footjiooli ^yet ta This nian''ipitif 

Mt, even to htm that is poor and if^d 
cmarite Spirit, and trembUA at my Wif^^ 
Bat the Eirample ' more sbcomtncKkte to; 
oar InfinnitieSr-aQd mcve generaHy allied 
in Scripture, is that 'of oar Saviwr;' 
Who, thQu^ he was Lord trf aH, yrt' 
was oonCeht not to have where to Uy Ht 
Buid^ St Mat. Tiii. 20. Before whbmil 
«ns prodalmedi Tetl ye the daughter cf 
Ziofi, Behold, thy King^cameth unttfthtft' 
meet, and fitting u^'an j^s^ St Mat, 
lad. 5. Who, though he Was greater thafl' 
All, yet declared concerning fiimfelf. '^ 
/ honour nr^lf^ my honour is not&titg ; 
Sf is my Father that bononretb me, of itbom 
ye fay that he isyaer God^ Su J^* viii, 54. 
Who, though be was rick, yet fw our fakes 
be became poor, that vk tbrot^b bis Po- 
verty 



..gniod., Google 



^^^''td^bt be rtcby. iCbr.' vili;' V ' ' Who, S'e fc.M. 

Pri^\ ''_ Ivf-'be, . tFat'':pad ' mo hm, ' Tbou ' ^*^"^ 
art^itty'Stmi Hfcl^y;'"^, ' WHo", when he 
•cm- hvifedt^ reviled "not i^ain i' •when 'he 
pfferti^ "he tbreatrii Hof j mt committed 
bimp^- -to 1^^\ihat -judgetb- yi^bmajly, 
I Pet. ii. 23. Which Example bf- uni- 
veffid; ■Httm5!6f''m"alf 'CifciftnftAntds,' he 
hfoifttF'^ropofK^' tg iis for pur Kmitktion : 
Iieam^of Mtf 'jbr'$ d^ meek aji^hAvIy'tn 

H-^/;- -St Mttt:ii':i^:. 'if i;your ZorJ 

ml'' ^H&fltri heeoe- u-apied youf Seet^.'tbeh 
Tbt^'ghen yt^ at etiimple, that ye Jkmdd 
dfds I broE dsjtf.Jo'yiUy St jchVxm. i^, 
Jfbofoeyer iliS he 'chief among you, let him 
he yoir Servant \"EfOen as the Sm of Man 
Ci^Tigt to he imiiijlred unto, hut' to mi' 
Ittjiery and to give his Life a ranfom for 
many, St Ma/, xx. 28; And the' lame is 
urgda by the Apaftle, , IRsm. xv. '2, Let 
every one of us fiafehis Neighbour for his 
goiid to edification j F(Jr even Omfi pkafed 
m bimjelf. And Phil. ii. 5^ Let this 
mind he in ycu, •which was. alfo in Chrijt 
JefttS-j Whoy though he. was in the Form 
tf Gcdj yet ixm tut greedy to appear as 
God'^ 
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^9 Of. %l!fi(it}n: 

JyC nalVO M..^:. ^/#^.if -/i*!!!^^ 
I. .■ . 0d txi 1^, biia uxjv^'.pf a ifmii^^ 

^J im t^- in ib^ J,tiff/',- t[]¥'^ 

iltedbi4o::-::'^\'u:\S;f . . .ii .:Vl 

the Scriptu^ .make^j^iift o^ lp,^sn«te 
5[Kn„ta Uk Pra(ai(jfj^^f..J^iiiaiKt3i^^i((.,fA 
pentll Tiia^ afe nj(j«ovei m ;}or*<o^. 
as many pwijiaf diji^ii^. jBotive^ W'FSOr 
tice tHis ftity, as ,tll^r5,,aie,di^roitCiri 
camihnict and Varietjts qf Cjiesi^vi^hqipin 
it is to be raterciftd-.^ J^^wijt graiai^, 
it toi^ardi, 5b/«r/flrj,^' , tbc^c qm- -I??', no 
Govcipqient i witli^t PSP^ifinSti' ■,!!(>•■ 
wards ^^li, ther^-'c^9...be. no .Fneodi 
fhip 'and' munipl Cl^t^, .'' . Then, ucit^ 
jegpua.to fnfiru^s ^ ;«(»?#«, *<i-X'5»P:«i 
Example, of Chrilt'^ .: fingulaf ^fuf^ ..yn^ 
fpeak^blf Condefce^ri. townbj.us. AUr 
there affe" proper ArguirieiAts to^ 4?tflf ^ 
from J'nde ' upon ' ai^cou.qt of , ^e/y. ^ parti' 
culur' jiiyar'tage yif |fiay .fetmi^to , l):^ve 
over Othci^ whether, in relpe^ o^^ ouf^ 
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Of Htamlitji^i »Si. 

CrA'.SlMim io" thp W»rl(|,-.-j)r'.af <»»Si««.': 
'ihtaaV- ja^ti^s, : vt of .out;, R«)igi<3as. •"'' 
Ia^>n>KCineoi£i i If; idle ■Aiivantagcs.iDf iaui'*^^^ 
CUdl ; jM/inB im Ac - WciU.^'U^t id. 
ta' 'pitmd, ahdv.hatig^ui^) fieliaariour-}' 'SffV 
ml>7 ilo- well fia caffider ithxtiiA^ilisnb 
Qf :gr«fr, ch. 3iaii.'r3,: If. I 'diPiiit^ ttin 
cuufk 'of mj Man^hfoatt, or. -^ myi-iiAaid*f 
f^amt : ishm-r ih^ foaiejukd • uJiA' - 0if''; 
U^iM.then' fhtiU T-doi v/iek Qalm^e^yfp 
etat' wbef hi vifittih, vJuA . fia&i'i'.atifivefi 
bilirl -.Did mfit: jiat;lnaikiMs\m- lit 
UfmBiy^niake HWt Md-Xdmilientt '.fit- 
fiimum iti Ib^'.U^omb t . Ajidl ch;'-0E3d(M 
i^^- ■■■He etiifBetii'' Kot the- -i^etiftns- 'tf 
P.ratcfa^. nor rv^arjeib thi- Rk^- mft 
ihm. the. Poor ) for tixy are JiLthe Wor\ 
of : .kii\ Handle .. :■ Which Cune: Aigument 
is .urged alfe by, the ' W^femm,. Prcv. 
•SOS.. 3.1, flf ihat'^freji/k tie. Fot^,. re^, 
ftmtbtfh HfMblttf: .Andidii'ixxii. ai 
3S*i ^eh aii |i?«jr men Ifgab^ j iBe 
htrijk tbi MUxr-^. them 411. It will " 
became u& aiibt :to think v-^ai.HnzP'anit) 
and •Vflcerlaint^ 'pf' theft tilings,, whiell 
ac» fe apt to^psf; «s uy:- ■For fll Fkflt 
!<: m-Grufi i -^4 tU the glerj of Man;. 
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aja Of Humility. 

&M>L m.ia tie Shmr rf Grafts Tbi gn^ iutter-' 
*'- eti, and tbi Fhmr ihertoj fdlttb mac/, 

""^'^ I Pet j. j+. And Jiai;i. lo. La tir 
Skb rgaci, in tka hi is nmlt bit; ir- 
an^ as. a ftoiir oftkGra^ be fiaUfafi 
tm^. It-nn; be fKfC liketrilc to coofi- 
(Jet, fliat, if we are plwed in High Sti&ins, 
•we J»ve a ^ffjw ,JamM to pre, to i»in» 
t)«t raletfa out All ) >nd poffiUy, -while, 
treite honoured upop this fin^ Account,, 
•khers .benctth lu.may be valoable 6x bet- 
ttr. md wart really exuUeU QmEftationi : 
And it will not be long befcte Death and 
Judgmeitf lerel all woddly DiftindiaiK: 
And the giealeft Men, if tliey have been 
wicked, fljall then be fined to cry out, 
S^ iatb Pride frcfied us I- er viat 
batb riches mtb air vaunting hnught 
m t JU thefi things m f^ tnmj as a 
jbadm, aadas aPofi ttat bafielh bj. A. 
gain: If we are apt to be puft up with, 
the Advantage of Natanl Abilitict, fnch 
as Learning, Knowledge, Wiflom, or the 
like t it may humble us ^to confider, how 
fmaX a Depee of thefe things, we c«n at- 
tain to even at the beft ; feemg that ja«i»- 
It^e, ai Jai moil el^andy exptefles iti 
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it hiJi.frm.dlmai, jm/ttr'a if) fmi J^Shm », 
the' iand of tbi Bvit^, And if wc couM ^* 
atfcutt to mw* (iMrt of H, ■ than we doijjj^!^ 
yet 'itiU there :is :fbmething far more Er- >■• *3' 
cellent than That -. Rr KmwkJgi pi^etb 
up^ hta Cbaxitf tJifi^b ; Aid ij any moH 
think that be ktKwetb any things be kimB~ 
etb mtbing yet, as be ought to hum, t Cor. 
viii. I. Wherefore, Jha faith the Lord .- 
Let tt^ the vnje man glory in bis fFsJUom^ 
Tuitber let the mighty ntan glory rn bis 
Might i let mt the rich man ghry in bis 
riches; ' Bui let him that ghietb^ glory in 
nis, that be underfidnietb and hmoetb 
me, that I em the Lord wbich exerdfe 
Imr^-tindnefs, jidgmait and rigbtemf. 
nefiiintbe Earth y.Eor in ibefe things I de- 
light, 'fmth the Lord, Jer. ix. 23. Laflly, 
If our Advantagjes even in Rdigious hn- 
provenvnt itielf, tempt us to fpiritual Piide 
- and Vain-glory, to judge or to defpifc our 
weaker Brethren; the Scripture admo- 
nifhes m to omjider, that all the members 
of ChrilV, are u&ful in their i&veral Stations 1 
1 fiiy to every men, tup the ApoIUe, thai 
is among you, not to tbini cf him/elf more 
highly that be ought to think > but to tbini 
fiierfy, 
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■^ Man tbe-nlaapt€of.1Pait\ i.v. acocftdk^ 

^^^'fy :to the *tatjoh wherun God has pkCed him 

'■'- -in the Church ; f^r, or ( in onr -nadifal ca^ 

ijuifjty) ^.bave mahy Mtmbftt itt aue ^Be*- 

iijty aiai.aS ^ttf*thers hoMe tat the fdm Q^ 

^'ijo \.ia ovit Jpiri/uai KXpadty) ^^ietng 

many^ane vm Body in 43»iji^ and ■c^s^ 0u 

tmmSkri-tne of amtkr^. Rcao. xli. 3.. that 

thertfete . ibe i^'f cattmt fay 4o 4lx lianii, iT 

imje ho •tteid of thee.; ' mr /^ain the tJead 

(o.fbe,Fet^,,ri)ave nentidtf you; t CoK 

jdi. 2 1. tbat our Savicmr himielf Tefoibi 

not to bc.b^tited byJWw ^ptift,. tlini^ 

a p?r&n irifinitcly meitier ihan Jahifclfj 

but on ^e icontntty <dbclBred, ifcat '/fini it 

becomes ia:to' fidfi iM/Bigi^sufnifi.: .thai, 

how great focver our AbiKtits or AdVati- 

tages be, ycJC the meais by whidi we'ali- 

2 Cor. iiL V^P ^•'Gn at Iftcfc, vKi not that 4W w» 

s- p^cit^t xf citrfehts to thitti any thing >iu 

of-purfel'mii.^ ow .Sujimncy is of-Gadi 

.Cor.iv- ffeftt there&fce fwc ifauft 'kam lUt to^think 

^- ^\ iHert^. ahaxtbat nsiicb is ^ritten^ tbm 

iiQ)ime Af^tqf^eJ:'fuffedMp fir am a^tifi a^ 

iMbtr\^''\:Pir''v:So moAsth thee to ^ir from 

milker, i ■■and. 'what hafi ihbu^ that /-tew 
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Of Buihility. ^i;S 

'3^ nUTettive ! TIk m6uffljg olf Wlii<ifiSzx'if. 
pTiies, -IS not, th^^od ifts" iijoli Men as ^^ 
5Vla^hln?s, Jb'a?''wat TTiey do' nothing at^^^^ 
alt/.tKeiSfdybs,' ™t tfet tl)c OifiS <S^eteby ' 
thcji zKxnaMed' fp !idEomeemin£6t,''{ and 
thkt ndt 'fo'miitjj In'.'ww;'''^ Virtues, 'as in 
imficutoiii ^'n(W mi^j -fa :ttie -Oiurch, 
m'cniSoricff'at Taigc';' Dy'*$t Pi^^j f G)r, 
i^. ■fiicfe) ^;'iB. ndt'tlitir own, but 
tefcelved ftom -Oddls- fite-"fetib<ittK and 
Bounty^ i'uith*,\*fc'ai« 'affinbtlilHed » 
cbnfldef, ' m afettilifent of ^tnal Fridt 
ittifl feikanpt-rf-our "teeaitfWeiirfca, 
aild ^f flitjfe wte dlHir Troih tas ii.inlt- 
tes-'df (pinion- j'^nH *ith ■♦KSii wi ait .,,,•-■. 
ipt to be angry Br not coBijsfi^g *iith • " 
.^.^dfipnsi .^^there is -a ^y* coining, 
whieh, diifinguifliing menby'*ar Woritt 
of Piety aiid true Hdliniife oi%, "fliaH fe. 
Tel yiihn in aU other refpedi, and 'fet 
ifiem upon Even ground be^ ]Mi:impa» 
iial- Bar i where 'men's fyo&ih pdde .an4 
iirifo^Ce, "diaft-^ -entirely cMfcvndedt 
knd thofc who loola*! with ftom-upon.. _j 
a&tts as infinitely below them; ihallfiodj'jK 
ihemfelTO placed upon an equal foot with 
Aeiir irfhSm peihaps they moft defpiftd J 
" . ffh, 
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i$b Of Ij/mi/i/y, 

^».X3*.Wba .la^ tbou therefor, that judgeji an^ 
?^* tber man's Jrrvant f ^p bis own Majier^ tie' 

^^y^Jamkth^ or JaSetl^ Rom. ^iv. 4- . and 
.vcr. 10. fViy.dol^ thou Jiu^e thy Brother t 
end why d^ thou Jet a^ natght thy Bro- 
ther t ' T^ ^ax Jk0 tk. fiatid Ufore tbf 
JMdgtaeht-Jmt 9f Cbrifi. T^i^ ^vr ^jxat 
(oeyct, our improveqients be, even in re^ 
Vvtuc, abd Rj^hteouOx^.jl yet we have 
contiiwal- reaion to take heeJ U<^ we fati\ 
afid Pride snd Ccmfid^no; is the Secnn^ 
4Hily of a bUod 100^ who ices no danger : 
Tlul^ evei) while we , Aand ^c moft up^ 
i^t, w« Jiave nothing to glory of be£vc 

fabnr 4.*^^ *' ^" '^ '"" '"*' ^ J'^fii^ ■ ^^ 

ir/ttGedt Behold, be put m truft inbiiSer-, 

va^iy^ ati4 .bfj jSo^s. ibe charged vsih 

Fo^.y Hw mUfCb kjs in them that dwell 

itf. h>»jes_of clay, 'wboji Fomdatim is in 

the JOuJi J That the.greateft and moft 

cnuncbdy -fwMM m^o,- have been.e^m- 

plwilyhaaihk ift ThJs.xefpea:; hblyJW 

re&luig u> > juiUfy himfeU* befc»-e God; 

. and Airakant ftUing him^ Duft and 

tiu.6.Aihe&;- a^tAJecoh adcnowled^g hiinielf 

ids than the leaft of Qod's mercies j and 

St'Piu^ calliQg him&tf Ids than the leail 

V I of 



DyGoogle 



Of HamiHiy. 257 

of all Saints : not that be then was j[b, S k ti m, 
W that he bad been a Pcrfecutor of the X^* 
Church of God. That Humility is the^O''^ 
only means to [entitle us to the Divine Af> ' 
fiftance and continual Direifition, and the 
bell He^ to a right Undeiflanding in mat- \ 
tcTS of Reli^on > ( meanmg always by Ho- | 
miUty, not a blind and carele& Submiflion 
to the Notions of Meti^ but an entire ^- 
\m% up ourfelves to the VfH of Oa/;) 
Truji in the Lord vntb ail thine Heart, 
and kan not unto thine own underftandit^ % 
Jk all tiy iBayi achumkdge btaty and be 
Jball direB thy Paibt ; Be na imfe in thine 
twn ejei ; l^ear the Lord and depart fhm 
evil; This is the Advice of Solomon, 
Prov. iii. 5. And the FJalmtft declares, 
jy. XXV. 9. liem that are meek v^ill God 
ffiide in judgment ; and fucb at are gentk^ 
them mil be learn bis tcay ; And St Paul 
dire^ 2 Cor. x, 5. to ca^ down imt^i- 
nationsj and every high thing that exa/tetb 
itjelf agmnft the Knowledge of God, end 
to bring into Captivity every Thought to 
the Obedience of Chrijl j Not our Under' 
landings to the C^iiuons of Men ; but 
. our WiUsy the Thoughts and Defigns of 
VojL. in. S eur 
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2^ Of Bumiiity. 

SiRM.oor Hearts to the ObedieACe of Chrift. 

^- And the mfe Son 6f Siratb ^fifes, 

'^^^'^'^ Eccfuf. m. xy. My Sm, p M ihitb 

thy hufnefs in 'Metknefs, ft Jbalt ib6u he 

^i.'heho€d of brm that is Hfptine^i The 

:f jTfaCw t&m art J the more hU^ble thyfelf^ 

'^f'taM thou fhiit find Ptpcour hef^-e ibe 

;^ 'ierrf; Many are' ih lUgb p&iies^l^ut-of're- 

T^ 7W7p», Asrf p^f fries "lore re^aUd unto fbe 

■^'iVfwA} And our Saviour 'Wmfelf proifefl^, 

^^'St Matt. M. 25. Itbank tbee^ Fdtber, , 

i^Lprd of Heaven and Eiirfb, Becauje ibou 

^'iafi bid tbefe things frtm the >w^ 'a^ fru- 

•iforf, and bafl reveakd them 'uHto ^ahet--. 

Even fit EatheTtforfoitfeenadgOod in thy 

'fgbt. Thftiisare thei^:gumcnts'dic Stiip- 

. ture makes ufe b^ to ]f>erfwade us to the 

Praftice of HimiiKtyi 'And Aeysie-dll 

briefly iumnicd up in 'die Words df'ihc 

Text, Whoever exalteth Unifelf fhhll'be 

■abafedi and he that bumbktb' Mmfelf .Jhill 

he exalted. 
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SERMON X!I. 

Of iPowettjr of Spirit. 



•Matt. v. .3.. 
Bl0ed are the Poor in Spirit; 
fir "Theirs ,» the Kingdom of 
God. 

S Beatifudts^ or DecUrati-S 1 r u: 
sofBldtdnefej-with which XII. 
r Saviour begins his Ser-^^''^'^^ 
3n -upon the Mount j tlio* 
sy ton each of them to be 
.a recommendation of fome Jmgukir VtV' 
ttie, and -to contain .each of .them £ngly 
ra Promife that (uch a fa-ticukr Virtue 
■1S2 OaH 
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a6o Of Povirty of Spirit 

SzKM.fballhavc its diftinSy J^nper, and peculiar 
^^™ Rewardi yet This is not fo to be under- 
^^^ftood, as if any of tbefc Virtaes fitigly 
ipecified, were to be taken feparatel)\ ^ 
dulive of Other Firtues^ ot as if any of 
the Rewards here. diftin£Uy mentioned, 
, were to be looked upon' as confeired fe- 
ParateJy^ and divided irom. the Otl)er 
ConfUtuents of the Happinds of Heaven : 
But by a very ufual and WeIl-4£nown man- 
ner of fpealdng} whcran a Part is figU' 
tatively put for the Whok ; as, in Other 
^)laces of Scripture, Faith or Hope ac 
Cbarit)\ or R^prntaace^ or the Love or 
Fear of God, do frequendy Hand for the 
Hliole Duty of a Chriftian ; and die fing^ 
pflrticulars of feeing Gody ct being with 
Godt ac of living for ever^ are iilttnded 
to inckide in gennal All the Bleflings aod 
Hap^nnels, jUI the Glcxies and Injoy- 
ments, of the Heavenly State, fo Here 
Ukewifis our Saviour, in each Beatitude^ 
muft be underftood in general to annex 
, the .prcanife of the Happincfi of Heaven, 
to the tmiverfal Prance of <mr whole 
Chriiitan Duty. Aad 'tis with fingukr 
Beauty and Hegancy,' as V4tt as" Vfth 
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great . Variety and Inftmaiveneis of cx-Ser m. 
preffion, that, in the former part of each ^"' 
Beatitude, he defcribes our O^ijiian Du- 
ty upder the diarafter of ibme parti' 
€ular eminent Virtue y and, in the htter^ 
he fets forth to us^ ufidcr the like num- 
ber of different ^flinB Fiews, the GJofies 
f^ hjs Jieavenly Kingdom : Repccfendng, 
JQ ^ ktter part of each Beatitude, the 
Uapfnmfi of That etental State, under 
facb a particular Figure^ and in fucb a 
farticuhr Light, as is moft ^reeably 
correfpondent to that particular Notion 
of Virtue, under which he had in the 
figyier part rqxreiented our Chriftian Du- 
ty. Thus, when the Life tS a Oirifiian 
is cxprell^ under the charafter of being 
P^ in Spirit^ then his Reward is the 
Rieiies of die KingJom of Heaven r Bif- 
fed fire the pepr in Spirt^ for Tb&rs is 
the Kingdom of Ifeaven. When his ^f-, 
fent State is reprelented as a temporary 
Mournings then his future State is the 
Cemjortt and the Joys of Eternity : Blef-. 
fed are tbey that tnoum^for they Jhall be 
(pmforted. When his Virtue is defcribed 
liyoder.the Nptiop of Meebiefs^ in oppgr 
$ 3 ivxxi 
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S t K H. fition to driving yioten^y for Dbrtidnion 
Xn. ai^ gfcjK Pofleflions > then his Kecoiti- 
^•^'"'^'^ penic is Ac Mxritance of the whole 
Bar/A ; even tBc inheritance of That 
J^eiv Heaven ttnd ^feio Earib, tsherein 
Meekneis is to dweS dod reign ibr e?er i 
Bkfed are tie Meek^. for ibey Jhall inBerii 
the Zarti. When His ftajdy Love of 
Truth and Right, is &t forth tnder 
the iimilitiide of hunting and tbir/Hn^ 
\ afitr Rjghteoufnefs ; tfich the Pronufe to 
hhn is, that lie Ihall be . ftlty ^/(^<j; 
^en to the utmoft of his Defire : Blejfed 
are tbey that hunger and thirfi after Rigi^ 
te^fnefs, for tbey JbeR he ^edl When 
his Kcligioh is cohfidercd as eoniHHng," 
( as to the main Branches of it ) In Afts of 
GoodiufSt' Cbaritjf and JH^cy towards 
Others ; then \he I^ppine^ annexed is^ 
that ^ bimfe^ {halt iind Mrcy and 
Compaffioh fiom Gcd : Blejfed are the 
merciful, for tbey JbaH ^tain mercy, 
And, to mention but cme'tnflan<ie mcn-cj 
When the whole Moral Obedience of a' 
fincere Difciple, of C3i^ is emphatically 
comprehended under thp fin'glp Tide of 
purify of Heart j then the Joys of Hea- 
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venw beklf(vth to him coirc^ndentlySERM 
under; 3&> View, that he Ihall be sulmU- ^iL, 
ted to See, and to dyrdl for ever in th^ V^*^ 

Prcfcnce o^ the Fountain of Purity and 
I^oliT^fs itfclf: Bkjfed are the pure in. 
ileart, for. they Jhall fee. God. 

Of Thefc Beatitudes, the Firjl is what, 
will be the Sulked o£ our pre^nt Medi- 
tadon^ : Bkjed are the Poor in Spirit, for 
'Tb^r.s is the Kingdom, of Bea^n. In dii^ 
coui&ig upon which Words, I Ihall fr^. 
endeavour to expUin diiHnfUy the Mean- 
ing o£ the Shrafe, being fioin- in Spirit y 
And then, SeconS^^ I ibj^ draw iocoa, 
Oiferva^ioaSf firoai the confideration of 
the Natur? of the Virttte. .here fpoken oi; 
^ of the Reyktrd her? glared to be an- 
^ieic;ed to it 

\. X N ofder to explain diftini^y the 
Meaning of this pluafc, bang poor, tjg 
Spijpt J '^ tp be obJie^ed, t^at.thple tw^ 
dif^roit tn^nnn^ pf expreflion, 'wlii?h W9 
^0'^ y^isXiy call ' litp^al ^ f^urative^ 
w^re in the Jewifi langu:^ &e^endy 
d^9ted by ^^ .i^qifds pjli ^ ^rit. 
^h Mfi'> ^Jff..*?W Saviour, r/f^f^ mh, '■ 

: ; * S 4 thi 
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St tiU.eBey are Spirit artJ tbey are lifi. Job. vl. 

^'' 63. His meaning is ; He intencled not 
to be underftod Uterall^^ but fi^a~ 
tively. To Be therefore, or i?o, siny 
thdng in Spirit} Hgnifies being or Mng 
that Thing jiguratvuely^ in the fpin'tuaf 
or mcralt in the re&gims or in the oBJiraB 
fenfe ; in oppoHtion to the grofi imd mfxc 
literal meaning, in which the iame words 
may at etber times be underftood. Thus 
when the Angel in the Revelation carried 
Bway St John in the Spirit into the Wilder- 
nefst (ch. xril. 3.) the Nkaning is, be was 
not earned thither really and Uieralfyt but- 
cmly in a injmary Reprefentation. By 
the like %urc of Speech, St Taul^ when 
lie was perfonaify abfent^ yet becauie his 
Name, Us Commijjion and jiutbority^ was 
to be made uie of, as if he had Himfelf 
heen TTiere j / therefore, %s he, verily. 
#1 abfent in Body^ hut prefent in ^kit, 
1 Cor. V. 3 J and :^ain, ( Col. 11. 5. ) 
^rimgb I hea^t in the Fkjh^ yet am 1 
vitb ym in the Spirit, joyir^ and hehoU- 
ing year Order. And in a ftill more Juh~ 
Ume U& of .the iame IV^phor, ASs xx. 
22, whik h« was yet at fuU liberty, an$ 
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had no violence offered him» yet, prophe-S i r u. 
tically forefceing that Bonds and AJiiSii- ^^^^h^, 
ons were ccMiung upon him, Beboldy iays ^^^*^^ 
he, / go Bound in die Spirit unto Jerufa~ 
km. Upon the feme Ground of cxprelfi- 
on, Tbta Moral Holinefi and l^Jrity of 
die GofpeJ, which is oppofed to the ritual 
and ceremonious Pcrfonnance of the Je^j.-' 
ijh Law, our Saviour calls ' Worjhip^ng 
the Ruber in Spirit and in Truth. John iv, 
23. And That abfidute departing from dl 
unrigbtemijhefsy fo eilei^aUy required in 
Ac Gofpel, of which the Jcwjfli Grcum- 
cifion was but a Type or Emblem; is by 
the Apoftlo mdl elegantly ftiled, Grcum' 
djwn in the Spirit, Rwn. ii. 28. ^Hat is not 
Grcumcijion, v^^b is wtward in the 
fUjb : But—~-Grcumcifim is tbat of tbe 
Jieart, in the Spirit, ami not in the letter^ 
«6o/J Pnafe is nat of men^ hit tf God : 
jRr We are tbe Grcumcijon^ ( PM. lii. 3. ) 

volncb v/orjhip God in tbe Spirit, and have 

no confidence in tbefiejh. Wc Chi/Hans^ feys 
he, if, according to our Prcrfefiion, we pu- 
, rify ourfchws from all Filthinefe both of 
Flcfli and Sprit, We aie the 7fue cireum- 
(ifrn; while the unbelievii^ Jews, if 
they 
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S B R M. ihey cQimime impcoiteot, ane, ao^A- 
XII. Aandii^ the Covcoaht of Uteral ciictunpi- 

VT'^^^ rgoacd OS bcih^, in the fight o^ 
God, mci^.cuptajfd i^ Het^^ Ads yii. i^i. 
Answrrable thoiefoFsto thi^figu-, 
ntJTc m^iiier of eaqifeffion in So maay 
fl/Afr pUc^^ the Phiaferin ^Tezt^ ^air 
in Spirit, in contcadittin^tm to Uteral So- 
verty tf £^>te, %m^ a Tem^ of Mmd^ 
diGn^l^ homy aiyl fitting IppC; to, th& 
Ckfoetmy'v^ jMntioifi Ddires of the [ve- 
fcm • W6djt: . That m^ate and gooti 
Tep?|)er or rapofitioa of njiind, wlufuh. 
cai^ tlu;^ \riK> j&ow Riches, nc^ to &t, 
thdr Ibarts upon .them, not to i3i»/e> 
. diem, not to truft j^ ;heni„ but to imploy 
them YirtiKaifly to.the glory of God, ai^ 
to be ;^ ^ times lyilU^ rather to part 
wntb. them, th^n Ixtr^ the Intereft of 
Tni^ apd Virtoe: And .^yhicfa,. Jbr th^ 
i^me Tttfoa, cau&9 ^S^ who. haye m 
nches, t(£j2£ amtaiU^,.. wd not .xnur^sur-, 
ing^ ^ufa^of^ul towards Cod, but 
willing raOier to icpp^i^pe alawtys in a 
mean and, low ef^te, ,dij^ to g^^a mciu» 
by . unngbteou^ an^, ^f^a^^M. Methods. 
Tim is_ hcm^ffi^fti'SpiKfi, TH^-is wha^ 
I the 
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t\xe Piophet J^Al^ ctefo%es, d^. bfvi. 2-. 72)S«rm. 
7i6w man wiltT /»>, foitb^ i&e^hord; even ^1** 
to Usnr that k Poor ; to him that is o^ ^ L^V*s*- 
contrite S^rit, and tremiktb at- my Wont. 
TTiis is the Temper of thofe whom St 
Jimes ciSs the Poor of tUi Pf^M, Rich 
in Faith^ and tJeirS of tbt Kingdom : The 
Temper, of wladt 6t Pauf declares, that 
Godtinefs 'wttb Omtenttmtt « great Gain j 
and wluch our Saviour defcribes- in his 
charaacT of the Church of Smyrna^ Rcr. 
ii; 9. / hww thy worhf and tribulation^ 
and poverty-; hat thou art lUcb .- Rich in 
yirtue^ Rich in Good Worh, Rich to- 
wards God, According to This account 
of the virtue of being foor tn Spirit ; an 
Eaunent Liftance ihcrccf vras the Praftiic 
of Mofes^ when he refufed to he called the 
Son of Pharaoh's daughter, choofng rather 
rt fuffer dffiiSlioH imth the people sf God, 
than to injcy the pfeafures of Sin for a Sea- 
fon. And the contrary Spirit, is That 
which our Saviour ipeaks of, Luke xii. 21, 
So is he that layetb up treafure for bimfelf 
and is not rich tvwards God, 

And 
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Sbrm. And now, having at krge expUioed 
XU. ( which was dw Firft thing propoied, ) die 

^'^^^^^ Meaning of this Fhnt&, bong Poor in 
Spirit } It reowos in tlu 

11. Second place, that I proceed to 
draw fome O&prvaiiens, from the confi- 
dcration of the Nature of the Virtue here 
fpokcn of, and of the Retuard here decla- 
red to be annext to it : Bleged are the 
Poor in Spirit^ for 'Hmn is the KingdMa 
<lf Heaven. And 

I ft. From what has been laid, it ap^ 
pears, that perfons of jUI ranks, and con- 
ditions whatibever, are equally concerned, 
in the Aimmtim included in the deda- 
ration here made by our I/»d. Poor and 
Ricb^ the Meamfi and the Greatefty are 
equally Capable of being, and equdly o^ 
liged to be. Poor in Spirit. A pcrfbn of 
the largeji and moft plentijul Poffeflions j 
if he Iws obtalaed them by lawful^ and 
honourable Methods j if they make him 
not it^olenty and opprejrix. to hia Neigh- 
bours, if he ufes them with Sobriety ^ 
Moderation and Temperance _\ if he b? 
"willing to relieve the Neceffrties of thofe' 
that want, and be rich in good fTorks as 
2 well 
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well as m Pofftjfkm ; if, being 7J/cfi /« S e r m. 
tUi iBorld, he be not bigb-mndid^ nor XII. 
trujli in uncertain Rickety but in the Li- '-'^'^ 
^ng God, who givetb us richly all things 
to irtjey ; if he t&es good, and is ready to 
communicate, laying up in ^ore for bim- 
felf a good Foundation agmnfi the time to 
comet thtt be may l^ bold on eternal 
lafe ; In a word, if he prefers the Com- 
' mandments of God, before the Incieafe 
of lus Jforldfy htterejl; and Is willii% 
upon any occ^on, to ran the hazard 
of hfng what he poiIefles> rather thtui 
depart from the Ways of Truth and 
Virtue : This man, though he poflH&d 
die fVealtb of the hdiesy and exceeded 
even Sofomon in all his Grandeur ; yet 
(Hll he' would be included In the de- 
fcription given by our Saviour in the 
Text, and would be intided to the 



jfednefs of being Poor in Spirit. On 
the other fide, One who is literally 
poor ; if he be tmtbankjul, and coin- 
piainihg againft Gft/j if his Poverty be 
. brought upon himfelf, by Debauchery 
' or Idienefs -, if he be vitious as &r his 
Circumftances inable him, and would 
ftick 
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SiR-M.'ftibkiat m titirighteeus TraB^sto advaocr 

^^*J* his Fomine: Sach an one, though he bein 

^''^^thc lav>efl Poverty of jEjanfe, ye; can in 

no wife coine under die -denoaiunitHMx of 

being pQ»- in Spirit. Tis 'evident ^heve- 

-fc»e, that thefc worda oif Onr Lord in.t^ 

Text, do m» celote to menlB wternai'Or-' 

.ctm^ances ot (^ntiifiwi in die Worlds 'but' 

■to ths 7twipfr or DiJ^^on of di^ 

Mtndsii aiid eohfequendy that the .^dsace 

-included in This Beatitude or Dfclangti' 

■at of BUffedtufst equaify concerns peribns 

'Of ^ Ranksand Eflates whatfoc«cr. The 

Pw^t by CoBtentcdne^ Patience, -R^^- 

nation to ?tbc Will of God, and .bjr the 

-Exennie of Cadi 'Other virtues as arc 

more -peculiai-ty proper 'to a mean and 

-low c&Lte ; and the Ritkt ^ prQ&rring 

at all -times the Commands of God, be^ffe 

either the Jncrcafe cff, the Prefervation of 

their Wealth; are (as li&ld) .equdlly 'Gt- 

■fiaAle of being, and equally oBliged to-bf. 

Poor in Spirit. Ncvertheleis* though the 

Virtue here recommended, is undoubted- 

•ly the Ccmmon Duty of Beth; yet iince 

the Poor are in This particular ,undcr 

Fetixr Temputions, and can withdraw 

their 
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-tlieii 'MkBkua 'tasta fniih ib Adherence S i x ix. 
to the Wofld as Is the chitf inpediment 'f'J^ 
•of a'Chriftidn Bft, with much left diffi."^"*^ 
ciilty than the J{iVi csin do; and finoe, 
ufion T&'s acoxiht, our Lord and his A- 
JpAlHcs do yti^ frtfuUty jironouiice aS- 
^yeitoi'^ and h gnml, tf'd to the Kib, 
and BitjfiJritfs to die i>Mr, 'in II1& iE«;< 
■aid MHttHtiH expreteotts, as may laiBy 
'he 'miflaken Unlets iiitei!)>t«teil «xordiilg 
'tio the •AtiaI6gy bf tht mre difilna teaxt- 
'Bte 6f fjSeakliig lifed -in Orier places : 
'TKaiffire 

iilj, I (itfete, 'tifit 'there is Hiritainal 
Si the ^ett, a .fiirtiailar 'Ground of 
CtmjIlH afid ttiffm, "^to thdfe who are 
^Vior j£nd 'Dc^'ht^*', "and under 'Meim Cir- 
tttinflaaces in the World; ioA '.particular 
'mStter of Gaaiim, to thole who abound 
in 'Riches and Po-iier and the gW tbiri^i 
-cf Omprs/ent 'Lift, the .Dup hex n-- 
'OMnm^nded "by out Lord, of "being Poor 
in 'Spirit, is (as !'• have already obferved) 
ifialfy obl^atory' to TJeHbns .6f ^^ ranks 
tol conditions whatfoeVer; and thePrt- 
"rmfe annexed, is to, ' 211, in whatever fta- 
'tion they be in the World, who Ihall at- 
tain 
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SERM.taiD That Good Temper and DiTpofidda 
XII. of Mud. But now this excellent Tem- 
■1/Wpg^^ thi3 Virtue of being difing^ed from 
the Qroetous and jimhitims Defires of the 
World, is what the Poor are naturaily led 
to by thek very Ciccumftanoes ; beiiig 
under the Advantage of efcaping Many 
Temp^tions, which Others are continual- 
ly fiibjeft to } and being perpetually called 
upon by the AffliBiom o£ Ihs Ule, to 
turn their Thoughts to the expe^atkin of 
a JBttter. It ought therefore to be mat- 
ter of Juft Comfort and Supporty nay even 
of 7^&im^/«/i>i^ too, - under - many kmds of 
temporal Wants and Afflictions j to con- 
fidcr how great an Advantage fiich dr- 
cumftances ^ve men, of obtwiing thi» 
virtue of being poor in Sp'n't : Which 
our Sanour locJced upon as & natural 
and A3|^, and fo likely to be praftlfed by 
perfons in That State, that, in places pa- 
rallel to the Text, he fomctimes ufes that 
general and fcemmg^y unlimited cxpreT- 
Luite tL fion 1 BUJed he ye foor^ for yours is the 
^ V .^"S^°'^ «/ Gflrfj and, BUfeJ are they 
that rrmm, for tbey JhaU Be ctimforte<i. 
For the lame reafoo, on the other fide, to 
tiiofe 
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tI)o& who abound ia i2u:A« and P^nvrSsRin 
and Jthe Gead things of this pre&nt Life, XII^ 
^he Text plainly fuggefts parttcuiar matter ^''^'^ 
of Caution i i|i annexing the heavenly Re- 
ward to That Temper and Di^x)fition of 
Mind, which Hiey in farticukr are fiir- 
rounded with fb many Temptations ^ 
depart from, that our Saviour fcnnetimes 
pronounces in words Jeemngfy aBfohae^ 
Wo unto you that ere ricb^ for ye <i*WLutri. 
received year conflation. 'Tis .evident, *♦■ 
his Meaning dmnot be, to rei»e&nt Ricbes 
as a CHme; For he eliewhere expvflly~ 
explains himfelf to his Difciples, that he 
meant not to blame thole who bave^ but 
thofe who ( to the negloa of God and 
Virtue ) trtffi in Riches : But his Defiga 
dearly wa^ to admonifh, and pnt us ia 
mind, how dangerous a ftate,i Great Pro* 
iperity generally isj how fuM of ^en^a- 
iion^ how ready to fntffmta up j how apt 
to make them covetous^ infolent and -tf/n- 
intious i and to deftroy in them (hat meek^ 
that equitcbkt that moderate diiiMfitioa 
of mind, which in the Text is filled be- 
ing /ftJT in Spirit. 5t Paul gives us a; 
j:emarkable inAan^ of an ill e&£i' in this. 
Vot. III. T kind,' 
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S«*ii.)dniJ, CTtn of a /i** fto^ityj vrtien 

"■^ the CorktHrtts 6JHng into DW&ns »■: 

'lifiong thaiiiil\fm, b^n tayxpi^tiupfv' 

[,,aie a^dnjl tontlxr: New, flys ht, yi afe 

fuly BOTB je vn Rjcbf yt bime yei^lui uj 

ISngs wiUmt us. And our Saviour, in' 

Ms A Jl i i oii k ion to the Ctniith of ta£- 

Mi hints at a liJk cafe, ft*, iil. 17, JJca 

Jiry^tf, liK* rici, mil itOreOflJ vitb gimts, 

OtiiirOe mid vf Ni:lb)ig., Imiilmmji not 

ttnit thai iH wradxi aid mifirdle and 

fair mJiSinl mi hnitd, 

jiff, A J&W afinaiOi which may 
Be madeiipon the vmtis <iC the Text, is; 
Aat -ftom the Xtafm xxst Sivioilr liere 
gives, ivlrf he pronouhces the Poor ii) 
%irit to be fileffea : / Blefid »t tht Pm 
M ^rit, fer Tbrirs is tit Kihgdem of 
Itnitn:) From tbis ItMfm, I fay, here 
amisxed by our Saviodr, it evidently ap- 
pears, that bowtvrr excellent Virtue rialfy 
fs in itfel/, and truly defiratk even for 
its evuK felte -, yet neither arc the higheft' 
Improvements ' in Heligioti, "any way in- 
rtrnffltent «Ml having refpefl; to the rt- 
compenfe of Reward j nor is the Praaice 
(5f Vfttuir^js ibm^,have al^rdiy arguerf 
' " ■■ " "'with 
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tridia mofl Vain A&aadon) at sS\ inwr-SiRM. 
fep^y whea ibunded opon a View to ^'I- 
the Happineis of Heaven. Merieaarinefs ^-^^'^ 
iiippofes always that Something fFm^ 
is doDCt for the lake of £ich Xvcr^ as 
a virtuous man can never porchaie upos 
S$ich Term. But the Happineis of Hea^ 
vek^ oonllfls itje^ in, and is dTeotially 
co^uned mth, the porfedion of Virtue ^ 
And the eigiefAatkHi and view of 7bis 
Reward, is itjiy^ an immediate ASlt of 
the Virtm of defending t^ God. Were 
Tevfor/U Prt^erit^f the certain and ctm- 
Jiant and at all times the immediate Reward 
pf VirtBt i it xn^bt indeed be allied, not 
that tbe Prafiice of it was mercenary ; 
faecauie That always iuppoles the. Adix% 
of Ubinething which is in itTelf bhivK- 
wrtlyi hat it might indeed be allied, 
in dimtautivn af tie Exceihtcy of it, as 
IPC find it was m the caie of ^ . in tbe 
tipie of his Prc4»erity, Does Jab ferue 
God Jer tmu^ f But as tbe Pradlioe of 
Virtue is in reality ^/ar from being fieure 
ef fffiy temporal Ibcompence^ and the Re-< 
yurd it prindpolly relies i^n is fpiritual 
^ bearjenly % the expe£t^ion of Such Ro* 
T 2 waH^ 
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S E R V. ward, fcr from being any diminudoni in 
XII. jtfelf ( as I now obfervcd ) a proper ^B of 
^"^^^ Virtue, and of Dependence a^ God. In 
the Antient Heathen World, the VirtiJc 
of the Beft and Braveil men, under the 
Ljght of Nature and Reaibn, coniifted 
in their Trujiing in God; in their ^rufi- 
ingy without any expre& revealed Ptoa^, 
that the JuJge of the ivbok Earth would 
finally 4o what was Rights aind would not 
foffer Virtue to perijh equally with Vice. 
Under the Oid Teftament^ Mofes^ being 
eminently what our Saviour in the Text 
calls Poor in Spirit^ preferred the Ptroerty 
and AffiiSiion of the People of God, be- 
fxe the Richer and Honours of Pharacb's 
Coart ; and *tis recorded of him, not in 
A way of dimnijhing, but of extoSing his 
Virtue, rfiat he ejietmed this Reproach to 
be greater Riches than the Treajures in 
Egypt; for he had refpeSl unto the recom- 
pence of the Reward. And when "Joij m 
the time of his greateft Diftrels, perfiftcd 
in his Reliance upon God j ( though beJUiy 
tie, yet will I truft in Urn ; ) 'twas riot a 
lower, but a hi^ser pitch of the fame wr- 
tue in. him,- ( becaufe 'twas fixing it upon 
a ra- 
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a- ratimal and cmjifient Ground^) tode-SEitM. 
dare that he knem that Hi Redeemer livedo ^1^: 
and that, be fiould fiand at the latter day -""^'^ 
upon the Earth. Under the New 7efial 
ment^ God himfelf has, in a more exprefs 
and explicit manner, declared himfelf to 
be, in the future and eternal ftate, a Re-' 
hcarder of them that diligently Jeek him j 
not thereby to dimmj\ but to increafe 
That Virtue, the Practice oS which is 
rationally and conjillehtly iupported by io 
divine and glorious an Expedation. Ac- 
cordii^Iy, the Apoiftle St Paul dedaresPiitLiii. 
concerning bin^elf^ that he prejfed tvtvard^^ 
the Mark, for the prize of the high calling 
of God in Cbrift yefus. And he perpe- 
tually exhorts all other Chriftians j fo to", q^^ ;^ 
run, that they may (Atain an incorruptible ^s- 
Dx>wn ; fi) to behave themielves, as they 
who are continually looking for That Blef.-^^-^ 
fed "Hope and the glorious Appearance of 
the Great God and our Saviour Jefus 
Chrifti laying hold upon the Hope ^f/ he-^^^ ^. 
fwe the/tti even the Hfe ubicb is laid^^- 
up for them in Heaven-^ koHng not at tbetox.u. 
things ithicb 'are temporal, hut at the*^- 
things -which are eternal; and considering 
T 3 that 
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S RJi M.tbat thdf UgH ^Sim wbidli is hut Jot 

X"' a moment^ tvorketb for tbem a far more 
^'^'^^^^ exceeding and etermd Wei^h of Ghrj. 
Our Saviour al£> himielf, when his Jm- 
ciples afked hhn, &ying, Bebold, tte have 
forjaken oH and followed thee^ wbat Jh^ 
we hffoe therefore f fcrupled not to ref4y, 
Matt. mx. 38, Verily Ifivf unto you^ — ivhen 
the Son of man Jhaff ft in the throne ef 
las ghy, Yc aljo Jbalt ft upon twehe 
thrones^ judging the twehe tribes of If- 
rael. And etfewhcre, in hU esJiortations 
to tf« feme Difciples : When men ^aUre, 
vtle you^ lays he, and perfecute you^ re- 
joice, and de excee(Rng glad ; Jer gre(^ is 
your Reward tn Heaven. Nay, which is 
more remariable than all thefc j concern- 
ing our Lord's own praflice, the Scripture 
J declares, that for the Joy vkicb icas fet 
before bim, be en^ed the Crojs^ dej^ifed \ 
the Shame, and is fet down at the rigtt 
band of t^e Throne ef God. To im^ine 
therefore, as Some Entbujtaftick Wnterf, 
. apd Others through a vain and conceited 
(^eSfation have done j that the pcrfccaion 
pf Virtue wholly excludes Self-love, and 
all Regards to any^ rccompence of Re- 
ward j 
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ward; is taking apon thonfc^ves to fc-Sirm. 
pcoach the Greatefi and moft eminently ?JJ;- 
Virtusus men, that have lived in AU 
Katims and in All jiges\ 'tis reproaching 
the j^o/lUs of our Lord ; 'tis reproaching 
9ur Saviour in his oim PradHce} 'tis re- 
proaching God him/eify and the Nature of 
things which he has made; who hath 
frepared fer^ and expreffiy promifed to^ 
them that love and obey him, fuch good J 
^ngs as pais man's Underfknding, which I 
Eyt hath not feen, nor ear heard, neither j 
httb it entred into the heart of man^ '; 
to conceive. Through the expeffcation 
of whidi Ipiritual and eternal H^i- 
nefi, whoever is prevailed upon to live 
virtuoujly^ has a Right to apply to hlm- 
iclf upon account of ReU^on in ge* 
neral, what our Saviour in the Text lays 
in particuJo' of tho& who are fc^ in 
Spirit J Bkjfed are tbey^ f^r theirs is the 
Xingdom of Jieaoen. 
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SERMON XIII. 

Of the Virtue of Charity. 



I CoK, xiii. 3. . 
Jind thaugb 1 ieflaw all my goods 
to feed the poor, and though I 
give my Body to be burned, and 
have not Charity, it profiteth me 
nothing. 

JN the following MfcouiftS i « m. 
I upon thefe Words, I (hall ijl, XIII. 
! explain What That Virtue is, ^'""^ 
I which the Apoitiehere calls 
' 'Charity ; and Wiua its oppo^ 
fit? Vice, idly, I Jhall conlider the ex- 
cellent 
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SERM-oeUent EffeS^ which the genenl FnOice 

XIII. of this Vfrtuc wQuM feave in Ac Wcrtf j 

and the grea Sirefi which our Saviour 

' and his ApoAlcs aonrdingly do con|hi4- 

iy lay xxpon. it, as being the Principal 

Part and the main End of Rdi^(»i. 

^dly^lihsiX t^kc Notice of the in<s«di|t^ 

Mifddefs ariling to Mankind, froiti die 

Want of thi? great Virtup. And Lapfy, 

I IhaH draw fomr iHcftil' hferencei 6Kxa 

the whole. 

L I A M to explain What That Virtue 
is, which the Apoitie here calU Charity: 
and lybM its op^Kjfite Vice. And here it 
is evident at iidl %ht to txprf «tt;;int«;e 
perfon. that the word in This place can- 
not poflibly mean, what in conuhon 
Speedi it is now generally uled to G^i- 
fy. Abas or Cbarify to tie Poor. Fcr it 
is exprcflly dijiinguijhed froi^ That,, in 
the very words of the Text itfelf : Tlmgb 
Tiefiew aUtny Goods to' feed tb( Poer^ 0iS 
Itftw not 0)arity^ it pro^ith me ^otbing^ 
^ ' ' (Sjority therefore muft needs here %ni^ 
£iaie Virtue or good I^bie, of a mort ge. 
utralmd extenfive Nature. And indeed the 
^oftle lum&lf difttD^tly defioe&it, in die 
vcrfes 
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ver&s following my Text ; Cbm-ity^ &ys S s r v. 
he, Jufferetb bng^ and is kind \ cmiictb XHL 
flof, vattateth not kfetfy is not puffed a^; '^"^''^ 
doth not bebaoe itfelf tmfiemfy, feeketb not_ 
ber ownj is not e^ prcoohd^ tbinketb n^ 
Evil i rejoicetb not in tnifaty, but rejcj- 
cetb in tbe Thitb ; bearetb aU tbtngs^ enda- 
retb jjff tbij^s j and fo on, vcr. 4, 5, 6, 7; 
From this dcfcr^on 'tis evident, that by 
tbe Word Charity in the Text is expreffid 
TTiat Cbrijian Temper and Hifpofition, 
Tlrat tffoe and Good-Will towards Mm- 
Mndt whidi is tbe Great Foundation of 
All virtues ; and ccmcerning which the 
£unc Apoftle elfewhere tells u^ that the 
End of tbe Commandment is Cbartty. 
Witbout this Good and Chriftian Temper 
of Afindy no fingle .A0ion is valuable in 
the Sight of God : Tbougb I hefiim aU my 
Goods to feed tbe Poa-f and have ma C6^ 
rity^ it frofiteth me notbing : That is, 
^^mjgivingy or the Aft of any other Vir- 
tue, if it proceeds only from fi>me ao^ 
dental Cau&, and fprlngs not Irom a ri^t 
Prindple : if it be accompanied vntht 
and made fubfcrvient to, Dcfigns of Pride 
apd Ainbition, of imperioufneis and do: 
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S£RM.inifuoo, of Party, Fa(^on and wodkUj; 
XUI. Powers in nutters of ReUgicm j 'tis of No 
^O'^Eftcem in the figbt. of God. Where 
Lotv and Goodnefi and CbrifiioB Temper^ 
are not the Govemuig Principle ; nothing 
is acceptable, no not even Almfgiviog it- 
ielf. But where Lime and umverjal Qba~ 
rityy ( even ^hit JJew which St Paul de- 
clares to he the JulfiUing of the Jiixile 
Lawi Where T^V ) is the JZw/ ; 7bertmr 
deed, one of its Faireft Brfiticbes, one c^ 
the goodlicft Ltftances and EffeSs of -it in 
particular^ , is Liierality towards our Poor 
Brethren, tmai whence it has come tA 
pais, that Charity, which properly f^ni- 
fies univerfal Love and Good-Will, has by 
jicquent ufe been confuted, to the p/irti- 
cular fenfe of Charity to the Poor. And 
Great indwd are the Prrani&s which are 
made in Scripture, to this ^^ilr Branch 
of Charity, . in particular \ It is ftUed by 
our Saviour, St Luke xvi. 9. a making to 
tmrfehes^.Friendi of the Mamtaon of Vn~ 
rigbteoufnefsy that when ive fail^ th(y may 
receive us into evcrlafiing Habitations. 
Vpon which Application of the Parable of 
mi Unjuft Steward, I cannot but obferve 
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by the way, that his remitting to hisSciu; 
Lord's Debtor, • a part of their Debt, '^'"' . 
ought not to be underilood ( as it trfually '^'^'"^ 
is ) to have been a defrauding of his Lord-, 
For "ris only upon his firmer behaviour, 
tha the Text charges him with Injufticc \ 
But m this ^ Aflion, he fcems to be re. 
pcefeiited as oMiging his Lord's Debtors 
out of what fle Hmfelf was ftUl to ao 
count for : For which reafon,' our Saviour 
compares his fecuring to himfelf by a 
timely Bounty the Frendfliip of thofe 
Debtors, (he compares it) w Oar laying 
up for outfelves, ^r works of Charity and 
Beneficence here on Earth, a tieafuie 
hereafter ia the Jlcmm!. Very Great 
Aii^s therefore, I fiy, are indeed fpoken in 
Sajptnre, concerning this particular Virtue 
of Liberality to the Poor. But 'tis evident 
This is mt what is meant by the word 
daraStr in the Text, becaufe "tis expreflly 
diffinguiflied in the words themfelves, 
fi-om iejiiming all our goods to fied the 
Poor. And indeed it defervcs to be par- 
ticularly taken notice of, that not only in 
This Ten, but in all Otber places alfp, 
without exception, through the whole 
New 
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StuvMevi TeJlametUi the word Ciarity acvce 
XIII* once figolfies the giving ^ Jbrn^ but all- 

*^"*'^ ways That Vwoerfd Lmx, That Orig- 
an Temper and GootlAnU tmutds ^ men, 
of which jhm-givit^ » tbe Potr U b»t 
one fingle Kanch, or one partkular E^ 
fz&. And Maay other IoAobccs th^ 
arc, wheroa the S^ra6catioa of Wordft in 
common UJib bdng much chsnged hy Ctt-> 
ftom and cour& of TlmCi confident 
ErroEB and MiAakes are thence 9ijk to 
ariie among iuch as read the Scripbiics 
carelcffly and without Attemiga i VS^rfch 
Errors can bo odierwife be pvcveflM^ 
but by taking care to obferv^ not ^ bats 
Sound oifr^e fFords, hoi the. conJMsaod 
and kriSt and meaning of the iuMe jE^, 
coarfi. To Him who tlais nods and <i3fH 
liders with Attentifxi, 'tis mapi^ Uuc the 
Qiarity^ which the Apoftle ^leiie fiippt^ 
a fcrfon may be wholly v«d of, thoi^^ hq 
-^ffWi all bis goods to feed tbe Poor ; and 
which he at large defcribes, in the follow- 
ing part of this Chapter » 'lis manifcft; 
I iay» that the Charity here ^ken of, is 
That Cbrifiian Temper^ That IfmverfiJ 
Love and Benignity of Mind^ .which, in 
' ' oppo- 
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oppofidon tt>ftU M/oHdty Bmy and Fa£tioa>S% it n. 
to «B Hatred, Contehtioofiids and Ankno- ^^J^ 
lily, impedoirihcG and de&t cf Hnpofing ^^^^*^ 
yxpan eadi other, ttaehes men \ntfi niedc- 
hds and paticjice, witk gentlends and kind- 
ne&, in inthation of Chrift. to be kM' 
dtocis for nothing dfe, to be eamelUy 
bent Mpoti no other De%n^ cdmparativdy 
fijeakmg} but thit of prtoiaoting univer- 
filty the iQuwkdge ^ Truth, and die 
PraBice ef Rigbteou^efsy to the general 
Benefit of Mankind, 

Tit E Cotttnoj to which Yuttx or uni- 
ver&) Love and Charity, or the {voper Vice 
of VnebaritaMettefs^ is TTiat Spirit of Vio-- 
knee, and Arintratind^, That Love of impc' 
riottfcefi and Dominion, That ptefun^imoas 
I^tihg and Bl-treating of each odicr, upon 
account of tinav^ndablc Dificrences in opi' 
Toaa } tMngs not efiential to RcD^on ; 
which oor Savioor fo eameiWy warns ns 
againft, St Matt. vii. i. Jidge ftof, that 
ye heitat judged i Por -with what Judgment 

ye judge, ye fia& he judged ; Jnd why 

kbebi^ thou the Mote tka it in thy Bro- 
ther's Eye^ hut conjidereft not the Beam that 
it in thine tmm Eye ? St James in like 
manner. 
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S>Rii. manner.; £h.vf. 12. Thre.is 0ie lavf^iver, 
^UI» y^ ,j ^^ fo j^foe and to dejhyy j Wbo art. 

*'^"^'^*6w, that judgefi amtUr f And St Pauit 
Rom. xiv. 4. ^ <i!r/ ilAflB /Airf ^*wfe</2 
ofKtber man's fervent ?■ to Ui own mafter be 
ftanifth or faUetb. And, Wby d^, tbm 
judge thy Brother, pr.vhy dofi that fit at 
nought thy Brother? for lee JbaU aU Jiatd 
befoty; the ju^ment-fiat of Chnfi, ver. 10. 
Let not bim that eateth, deffnfo 'him that 
eutetb net ; and kt not him tvbicb eatetb 
not, judge bim thai eatetb, ver. 3. Br the 
iungdom of God is not- meat and drink^ 
( tfa^ is, is not Fcaxns and Ceremonies, ) ht 
righteoufnefi and peace and joy in the Boly, 
Choftt ver. 17. From the two latb-dttd 
Verfes 'tis evident, that this Duty of Cba~ 
rity, <x c£ not ju^ing and cmfuring eadx 
other, is not to be underftood a$ having 
place with regard to Inflapces - of plaia 
ivi^iednefi ; but with refpe*^ either to iuch 
matt^^ of SfeculatioB, as are not in mois 
own Power j or to things indigent in 
Pra£iice, which are not of moral OUiga- 
lion. For, all notorious wickedness ; iuch 
as are Atheifm, and Prophanenefe > Op- 
preffion, Injuftice and Fraud, Rioting, and 
Dcbau- 
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Debauchoyj are Stni which (as the Apo-S er'm. 
iUe exprefies k ) go before unto Jadgment : XIII. 
Tttey are fiidi things, Sx which wc may '^^'^ 
and ougbf to judge ill of men, and to re- 
buke them fharply and ieverel^' &x them. 
But the proper C^^e& about which the 
Virtue of Parity is to be employai, are 
Thii^ indifferent^ concerning which God 
has given no plain Commandment -, or 
fiich Matters of O^'nion^ wherein fincere 
men may widi eqiial r^ard to IVuth and 
Virtue, follow tfadr di^ient judgments 
and confaenoe. Jui^;tng and t^furing each 
other about things of Tins nature, k what 
die Scripture declares to be' altogether Un- 
tbriftian. And the experience of all cor- 
rupt Ages has abun^Uy ihown, th^ 
mens {^^uhptudus refM'oadung eadi other 
upon account of fuich things as Thefe ; has 
be^i the great Caufe of all the SchiJms 
and Divifions, of all the contendons and 
aniniofities, which have owr-run and in 
great jraeafiire dcAroyed the Chriiti- 
axi world. For the Sins of SchUm 
iuid Divifion among Chriftians, are of a 
much larger extent, and will be charged 
to the Account of More and of other kind 
Vol. m. U / 
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.Ser M.of pecfoas, diaa cai^eft smd pr^miptaous 
XUI. iD^g aie apt to intt^me. All imperious 
^^^^ pcfe and afiefladoR pf^ doinint(Mi, ydiu^ 
H Pttet caUs Lording it esj^r tbe tbriiagt 
9J Godi all peeviAuids ^nd unteafbiuUile* 
nc^i flU conttaitKai£ie&, fiercends, and 
aiumofi^ of Spnt; all ^ U&gc of men, 
aod cafting lumes of lUproadi upon each 
PthQT, aa Qccouot of Rflaners rh^ of 
ivdi^^ Pra^ije. or of fotan Opinimi 
^ PwHei and Fa^o^ in ReMg^, or 
jKi£rftze^£a^£i upoa lliat Chnftian ( and 
virtp(Hl$> n^ liceiuiqu8][ LUerty iBierp- 
vatb Qw^ Lard has tmide. his Di&iples^M^ 
Gaf. T. J : AH thofe tbii^ a{o juftfy 
cJmi^bJe, -mth bek^ «a^ in |heff 
jjlTf^io^tmr tbe Cau&& andi &d occ^fi- 
^s of irre^Qodleable E^i&ms amn^ 
Phnit¥^98< Fro;n whence it pkinlf 
appeafs, that not only particular Per- 
finsj but even the gteateft Sedteief wun, 
naay be guilty of Tiiat Vice, whkh the 
Ap6ft]« in the Text calls not kaving Cbor 
rity, or oot having That Chriftian Tem- 
per and univedal Love, without which 
all 0]thcr even the. greateft. af^Jcarances of 
Gppdacfi will frojk mm nothing. The 
Church 
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Church e^ Rome, for £x«nple^ is a Au'Se r m> 
pendom Inftanee of This : Who cxdM- .^^^'• 
<ling ( as^ much z& m them Ues ) from ChrU '^^^ 
Aian CoiniAttaton^ ud fh»n the Hopes of 
SBlvation, aU men who cannot embrace 
the Dodrkies of Popes and GounciU and 
otKer huoiiuie Inventions, as of like oe^ 
ce^ with ^e Gofpel itfelf » do, by the 
Grareft Schi^yi that ever was in the 
World, cat av fimder ( a: rather cut ^m- 
tclves off §ntci ) That Spoufe or Body or 
Univecial Cburdh of Chrift, which can 
po^>ly b& hoc One, One Temple built 
upon ^ Famdatiottf and upon the Dor 
Briney of Chrift and his Apoftles only j 
and> diougjh confiiUng' of different parts^ 
Tsffying fK»n each other in external 
Forms, aB Members of the lame living 
Body di&r in Shape from each other ; yet 
all united in- one Holy Band of Ri^eouf- 
neji ^JoA Chtn'ity: 

XI. Ha V IN a thus at large ex|4ained 
What That Virtue is, whjch the Apoftle • 
in the Text ^» C&^'/y, and nvhat its 
oppofite Vice ; I procctd in the 2d place 
to omiider the excellent EffeSi^ which 



the-, general Praftife erf this Virtue would 
U 2. have 
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S H R M.have in the Worid ; and tbc great Streji 
^*'- which our Saviour and Im Apoffles ac- 

^^'^'^ cordingly do conftanlty lay upon it, as 
being the Principal Part and the nuun 
End of Rd^on. That nothifig is fo 
nnich wantmg, in brdef to let the Wold 
righ^ as a cbarittU'le Spirit and Cbriftian 
temper among thofe who caH tficmfelvcs 
Chi^Kans, is evident to All men, That 
ihc Gofpel may jHU be propagated j nay, 
that it may befi and moft ^eBually ; nay, 
that indeed it can only be prop^ted, by 
the Same means with which our SaTioor 
began to propapte it j hyjlratgtb of Rca^- 
fon and ckarnefs oS Evidence^ • by good 
Example of Virtue and Bighteoufnefs in 
PraStice, joined With Love and tfiie G6*- 
riiy tow^s the Perfons of All men ; is 
demohftrable from the Nature of -Things 
and of. Men. The Harveji of perfons ca- 
pable of receiving the Truth, when laid 
■before diem pltunly and diiliniSly in the 
Spirit ■• of Mecknefs and Charity, is very 
"great: The Labmrers only, laidi our Sa- 
viour, arc -too few'', -Pray ye iherefiyre the 
Lord of the Harvejfy tbta be •wilt- fend 
fcrth Labotircrs into bis Harveji, Did 
- ' Chriftians 
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Oiriftians muTer^illy labour, a^er TIusSerm, 
manner ; the EffeSt could not but be,, that XIII. 
tte Kmwledg^ of the LorJ weuld fiU the '■^'"^O*' ■ 
Rartb, as the Wata-s cover the Sea : The 
Vine which God's rigljt hand has fdaqted^ 
would fpread i}ut fw Brancbef unto tbp 
Sea J and ber Boughs unto the River : Not 
by any Ow Party of Chriftians fwallow- ^ 
ing up and deftroying all the reft j but by 
each of them feverally taking away their 
uncharitable Diftlndions, removing their 
needlefe Particularities, and the unchri- . 
ftian Bai^ and Confinements fet up by hur 
niane invention j arid uniting upon the 
One immoveable Foot of the everlafting 
Gofpel of Truth and Charity. . A^rvel- 
Iqus are the Promifes of Bleflings and 
Happinefi, which in the Prophetick par^ 
of -Scripture are made to the Church of 
God, when it fhall in This manner, prevail 
upon the Eardi. ff^tth righteoufnefs JhaJl . 
bejvdge the poor^ and reprice with equity 
j^ the Meek of the Earth; andhejhall' 
ftfiite the Eiarfh with the rod of his mouth 
and with the breath of his lips^ Jball be \ 
jlay the wicked : jind rfgbteoufnefs pall be . 
the girdle oj bis loyns, and fatthfulnefs the 
' U 3 ^ girdle' 
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Si R M. girdle of his reins r The v^f alfo Jha& 
XIII. dwell vtitb the lamb, and the k^ard Jbt^ 
^^^"^^lie dffwn -with the Kid-, and (be Ca^ and 

the young Lion and the fatling together, 

and a little Child Jhall lead them : They 

JhaU not hart nor defin^ in all my bofy 
Mamtain j for the Earth JhaU he full If 
the knowledge of the Lord, as the Heaters 

cover, the Sea : j4nd he Jb^ fet up an 

Enfign fir the Nations^ and fisall a^emhlt 
the outcafii of Jfrael, and gather together 
the difperfed of Judsb, from the four 
comers of the Earth, Eai. w. 4, &c. 
And in the Revelation of St John, the 
13tc Prophecies are again repeated, ch. xiv. 
6 > xi. 1 5 : / fa'w an Angel having the 
Everlafling Gojpel to preach unto Them 
that dvjell on the Earth, and to every na- 
tion and kindred and tongue and people : 

«^ And there were great Voters in Hea- 

ven, faying; The Kingdoms of this iVorld 
are become the Kingdoms of wr Lwd^ and^ 
his Cbrijl ; and he Jhall reign for ever and 
ever, Whcdier thcfe and the like ftophe- 
cies ftiall yet finally have a literal Accom- 
plilhment^ by an univertd Prcvalcncy of 
the Golpel pf peace qn Earth j or whe- 
ther 
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ibtt they IhaU have thdr icSL ahS literals 1 km. 
«iiaplctioni <mfy in That New Heaven ^^'I* 
and NAe Earth, wherein Ksghtemfnefs H^"^^^ 
to ih>eS fbr ever 1 is llilt a Secret th die 
Breift of Provictehce/ which we oi^bt not 
to be over-donfident in explatnmg. Bit 
in T&is we tiuinot err ; in exhorting in 
the mean time all Chrifti^ns continiuily, 
to put 6n that Spirit of Chrift. That Spi^ 
nt of Meeknds' arid true Humility, That 
Spirit of Love and univerial Charity, 
That ChfUtian Temper and difpofiticm of 
ISIjind } whid) alone can promote th6 
Kingdom of Gpd, and His righteOulhdi.: 
Which, fi far as 'tis at any titoe pfa&iied, 
caufes Chriftisnity to become in Faft a 
Light pining before men, inviting them 
to ghrify our Father which is in Heaven : 
And whidi, if it was the Univerfal Be- 
haviour of Chnitians, would certunly 
caufc the Gofpel univerfally to frevaiX- 
by meaite of that iirefiftible Excellency 
and Beauty in which it would appear, 
when All Contentions and Animofides, 
all unreafonable Prejudices a^inft each 
other, all I^ies and Fadi<»)S and Names 
of Reproadi amc«ig Chriftians upon ac- 
U 4 count 
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S B R M. count of di&renccs in ofunion, vwre laid 
~™^ afide ; and every man, making the Gor- 
^^^ :^1 alone the Rule of his tmn AfUons, 
and having no Dclire to have dsmmat 
over the Confclences of his Bcethcn, but 
all of them inilruiflmg and exhorting 
cadi other ( according to the refpetftive 
OrJer and Nature of their &veral ^a- 
tims and capacities^ ) with mutual Love 
and F(»-bearanoe, as Fellow-lervants of 
one common LoFd by whom they muft 
All at kft be judged ; bent their Whole 
Endeavours tpwards One mfy uniform 
End, the promoting amongft men the 
Knowledge of 7rutb and the PraSHce of 
night. Were This ( I % ) the General 
Behaviour of Chriftians, according to the 
Obligations of their moft Holy , Profeffion ; 
it could not iail but the Gofpel would 
be embraced univerCilly over all the Earth. 
And for this reafbn it Ibems to be, that 
our Saviour in all his Diieourfcs con- 
ftantly lays fo peculiar a Strefs upon tliis 
Duty of Lenje and Charity and Gcod-wili 
towards Men j as if it was the Principal 
Part and Great Dejign of Religion i and 
^ if he had always a particular Vjew to 
- ■' that 
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that general Comiption and DeftnuaionSiR mj 
of true Chriffianity, which he foiefew^JJJv 
would for fi) many Ages together be the 
bbniequence of Want of Chijiien Temper 
^noDg thofe who called themlelves the 
World. A new Ommandmatty 



£iy$ he, / ^fw unto yoUy that ye Jcme one 
ant^beTy Joh. xtii. 34. A ^fw Conunand- 
ment ; Not that it was not Ahoays mens 
Puty in general; but that it was to be/ 
in a New and diftinguijking manner^ the 
Chai:a£ter and Badge of Chriilians ; the 
^f&£t and the Support, the Life and EA 
fcnce of true Chriftianity. The Jews 
hated the Sarharitafu^ and the Samari- 
tans hated the Jews ; and by This means 
their Schifin was kept up for ever. But 
Cbrifiians, were to love their Brethren ; 
to love alfo diofe that difiered from them j 
nay, to ftiow all gentlenefe even towards " 
thofe diat moft fiercely oppofed them; 
that, by this godlike behaviour, they 
might by degrees gain and win all men 
over to the acknowledgment of the 
Tmth. It was to be their dUtinguifhing 
Charadter, Job. xiii. 35 j By this Jhall all 
mm kna^ that ye are my DiJdpUs, if ye 
bavi 
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SiRM./wcv Loot me to anoiber. As iafenoa& 
XIII. nB^ and iSt&saxm <^ 4totahion^ axfd 

*''"*'^ petfcaaion, is eflenda^ the Spirit rf 
Anticbrtft i fd the Chriftim Sf^c and 
Temper^ is MteJEnefSj ChdriQr, For- 
faeanooe and Love. The Triu IXfiuplds 
of Chrift, are to be diftingmnied k(xa 
£iKe pfopbets, fiiom wdtfrs iri Iheep's^ 
ckalUng ! not by mciis drying, Lerd, 
latdi no( \fj their iiercdnefi ios what. 
g;iey call the Temple of Godi and 
wfakb perhaps is no^iing t»t fbtne Ho- 
niE^ Inveailioa: Bot by their Frkits^ 
Ciys our L(»d, jTr y)^nl/^ iff^Uf ibem. ^ 
their i^wVf ; that i^ by' Uiofe Cbrijiu 
at Virtuei^ ^ thofe Good 'works^ whidi 
the Scripture eUewhere ftiles the Fniki 
of the Spirit. Our Saviour bimje^, de- 
fired to be jiK^cd (^y by the Goodne^ as 
well as by the Greatnefs of his Works : 
And theicfore, in his pAraUo of a King, 
dtm divided ^gdnfi itfelfy the Reafon he 
gjves for aflerting the iHipardonableAe& of 
mens afcribing his mighty works to the 
afiUbnce of the Evil One, is the Goa^fs 
and Beneficence of the Works. In ano- 
ther 
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tber pUc^ aa^arin^ tt^etber the GrcatSsRU. 



and moft important Duties of Religion j ^^^ 



next to the Love of Cfd, he makes Cha^ 
rity towuds Men^ the Ckand Defign of 
Religitm : T&a JkaU hoe the Lord tiy 
Ood with all thy Heart j TZi/f, iaith he, 
ii the jirft and great Cumnandment ; And 
the feamd is like unto it^ *Thm Jball hoe 
thy Neigbhur as tby^f. The j^ftk 
St Joht, after his Mailer's example, l^s 
die lame ftrels upon dits exa^ient Virtue ; 
declaring, that without this Love towards 
Men^ there can be no fuch thing as a 
fincere Love towards Ga/; i Job. hi, 20, 
Jf a man fay^ I hme Gody and batetb bis 
Brother ^ be is a Liar \ Fo r— — This com~ 
mtmdment have we from Uim^ tbat be wbo 
lotxtb Gody kve bis Brother aifo. Hb 
QKaning is ; All petences of Love to- 
wards Godt which produce not true V^ 
tu^ and particularly Love and Chaxi^ 
towards our &ethren; arc nothing more 
than mere Entbujiafm. Agwi : he tdls 
us. That without this univei&l Chanty, 
no pretoided zeal for Religion can be fio- 
cere -, ch. ii. 10, He tbat haetb ids Bn-^ 
tber, abidetb in the Light i-— but be tbat 
batS 
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S.tRu.batetb bis Brother^ is in darkaefs, and 
/~r^ ifaJketb in darknefs ; that is, he is alto* 
gethcr ignorant of die true Nature, and 
Spirit of Chriftianity. . Laftly j That the , 
want of this Virtue, and the prevalency 
of tlie contraiy imperious Spirit, is caic 
principal Mark and Character of Anti- 
chrifl; ch. iii. lo. In this the children of 
God are mamfefiy and the children of the ■ 
Devil i whojiever doth not rigbteoujhefs^ 
is mt of God^ neither be that lovetb not ■ 
his. Brother ; For this is the Mejijge thai . 
ye. beard from the beginning, that vie Jhould 
love one. another. St Peter in like manner, 
1 Pet. iv. 8, jihove all tbingSy iaith he, 
have fervent Charity among yourfehesi 
for Charity /hall cover the multitude of 
Sins : The Senfe is ; not that any one . 
particular Virtue, fuch as that which we . 
Now call Charity to the PooVy (hall excufe 
men ^tfm the practice of p/A^r' Duties, (»■ 
in the prance pf mf Vices or Immcsa- , 
lities i but that That general ChriAian 
Ten^KT and good Spirit of Love and 
finco'e Defire of doing good to all. men, 
v4uch he here calls having fervent Cha- . 
rky among ■ yourfehesy Ihall cover Many., 
».-... Errors, 
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"Errors, many fucb iinperjfe6ti6ns and fail- S e » m. 
ings, as a truly good Chriftian, who has ^^JJK 
this excellent root of Virtue in Wmj can*^"^^ 
be fuppofcd to be guilty of. The very 
-£ime Notion is likewiie perpetually in- 
culcated by St Paul; Col. iii. 14, Almx 
■ail tbefe things put on Cbaritjft which is 
..the Bond of PerfeBnefs : The word which 
wc here render Charity, is in This, as "in 
all ether places, '' Ayawij Love, Univerfal 
JLffve towards Mankind. Agdn, .1 Tim. i. 
4, 5, Neither give heed, iays he, to Fabks 
mid endkfs GeneakgieSy ( that is to matters, 
of mere Form, Order of SucceJJtons, and 
the like, whkh the Jews were apt to lay 
ib great Strefs upon ; ) But The End of 
the Commandment, { the Great Delign of 
the Chnfiian Law, ) is Charity. Laft- 
ly, and to conclude ; In That Noble Dif- 
courfe, whereof my Text is a part, he 
thus eloquently and afFcdtionatcly, incul- 
cates the ferae Dotarine. Though I Jpeak, 
&ys he, with the Tongues of Men and of 
jingelSf and have not Charity ; I am he- 
come as founding Brafs, or a tinkling Cym- 
hal. And though 1 have the gift of Pro- 
fhecy, and underflanfi all myjimes, and 
I all 



..gniod., Google 



302 Of tht Virtus of Charity, 

SiRM.d// KsmMp ; and tbou^ I have eB 
^11* Fmth, Jo tkst I couU remove IiSmttmfu -, 
'^^"^'^^ md have m Chanty i lammding, Ad 
tbttigb I be/tow mH my Goods to fied the 
Pwr^ md tbmgb I give my Body to be 
hwmdt md bave net Charity ; iit frofitab 
me nothit^. In St Pmd'& opinioii diere- 
fbfe ) thoo^a man could jAtaktA H&e afi 
Angela and bad the Kne^^ of an !»■ 
^red Fro^ ; Though he had die "Edtb 
of an J^fiky and the Zed of a Ahrtyr^ 
and gave away in ^ms to tie P(w, even 
his wbolt Subfiance : yet, if his ReU^m 
conlifted in Party and FaBUm^ and pro- 
moted uncharitaMemfs^ im^kiujhefi^ and 
ill-treatment of Other men j, even not- 
wJthAandmg aH thoie Gre^ ExceUeacies, 
it would profic him nothing.- The J2<tf* 
fin of this lofty aflertion, follows in tha 
8th vcrfe: For, all other excellent Giftr, 
and even Virtues tbemjehes^ are only of 
tempOTary continuance ; But Charity Alone, 
never failctb : Whether there be- Frophe- 
cies^ they Jhall Jail i ntdxtber there be 
Tongues^ they JbaU ceafe ; "whether there be 
Kiumledge it Jhall vanijh tmay : Faith - 
fliall be fwallowcd up in Fi/on, and Hc^ 
I ftiall 
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ihall terminate upon Injoymeni ; but theSERM. 
Love oi God and of ottr Bretbrefiy fliall, ^*''- 
when 'This ivorld is fiajed away, continue '^^^ 
and increafe for ever. That every »w», 
and every Njmber of men^ who call them- 
felves Qjriftiam, may ferioufly confido' 
this important Truth; God of his infi- 
nite Mercy grant, ^c. 
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SERMON XIV. 

Of the Virtue of Charitjr. 



I Cor, xiii. 3. 

And though I beftvu/ all my goods 
to feed the poor, and though I 
give my Body to be burned, and 
have not Charity , it frofiteth me 

. nothing. 

gN difcourfing upon thelcSstiM, 
I words of the Apoftle, I pro- XIV. 
I pofed I/?, To explain W'i^/'^-'''^ 

That Virtue is, which |he 
. Iiere calls Charity ; and ^T}af 
'"its oppoiite Vice is: 2*/^, To confidcr 
Voi. m. X (he 
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SEtM.t^ excellent EffeSi^ which the general 
^^' Practice . of this Vktue would have in the 
^^^^^Wt^i and the great Strefs which our 
Saviour and hts Apoftics accordingly da 
conftandy lay upon it, as being the Prin- 
cipal Part and the li^n End of Religi- 
on : -^f^ To take Notice of the. iactr- 
dible Mifcbiefs ariling to Mankind, from 
the /fW of the Praftife of this Great 
Virtue: And lafilyy To draw fomc ufc- 
Sal Ltftrmca frota the WhoK 

The Two Former of thefe Heads, I 
have already gone through: And have 
ftiown i 'That the word G>arity here, docs 
not figpify the particuhr Plrttie of gWing 
./iim to the Poor; F(X 'tis expreflly di- 
{tiDguilhed froai Tbatt in dw very . words 
of the Text itfelf j But, that it is here 
nude nle of to exprefi a more general and 
extenfive Virtue, even That QjrifiioK 7tm- 
per and Difpojition^ That general Love and 
Good-Win _ tffwardi Man^nd,' vrtuch is the 
Great Foundation of ^ Virtuea and good 
I&bitS; teaching men widi niiedcite& and 
I^ence, vnth Tendemefs and ASe^on,. 
with Gaitlenels and Kindnefe, after die Ex- 
ample dE CSuifl:, to labour and be Ic^ttdtou^ 
for 



DyGoogle 



Of tbt Firem of Cb&rtiy. ysf 

^ Nothing elie^ conifiafativQly i^iealuh^ S s k m* 
ttub the pntfaoting imiveifdly the . Knaw^ XTV. 
/A^if sf Truth and the Praaice of Rigbte- '•'"^'^ 
aijiiefs m thb World. 

TbMt the cootfary ^iVr diftrefore, or 
the prcjior Sin of UmbafitaUtNefs^ is 
That Spirit of Viokiiee and Impoikion, 
«hidi le^ns too much amongft Man- 
kind} That Lovo of Impetiwlheg and 
Dbmii^n, Tfa«t preTumptuoiM ^ting 
and ill-4natitiCnt of each other^ which 
pnfrails (q tnnch in ds World, upon ac- 
oailAt of IV&tten either of tndifftrent 
PraSice or oi fitctre Opinion. 

That the £^^, which the GWKr<}/ 
Pra^ict of the Charity or QmfHm Tem- 
ptr here rctionuhdbdtfd by the Apoftle, 
Would produte in the World, could not 
£ul to be 'Hx uttiverfai Spreading of the 
Q^l of Truth and Peace, over all the 
Nations of thtf Earth. 

And, That for This reafin it is, that 
onr Sainour ajtd his Apollles acccffdingly 
db. eonftantly la/ Id GretU mid Singular a 
Strefs upon ^'s Virtue, as beiftg the 
Princifai Po-t, arid the main End of Rc;- 
limon. 

Xa IILIPro- 
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3o8 Of the Firtut of Charity. 

SzKu. in. I Pkoceed DOW, in the Ihrd 
^'^* pJacc, to confider diflinfUy the incredft^ 
I^fdnefi artfing to Mankind, from die 
Went of the ^tzSaoa of this excellent 
Virtue. And here opens itfelf to our 
View, one c^ the mdft melancholy Scenes, 
that ever wa» bdidd upon the &ce of the 
Earth. Our Blefled Savioar came to teach 
Mankind a E)o£trine of Truth md Pu- 
rity, <^ Simplicity and Fkunnelsj A Do- 
Arine of Rdigion, which All men m^ 
e«fily onderftand, and. which 'tis ii^nile- 
ly every man's Ibitereft to praftife ; A Do- 
diinC} the Whole of which, as he bim- 
ielf affuresu^ is fummed up in Two par- 
ticulars, the Love of God, and of our 
Ne^hboar; the Worihip of the One 
True God, the Father and Lord of all 
things, through the One True Mcdi^ir 
whom he himlelf has ^ipointed, in c^ 
pofition to every Idnd of Idolatry j and 
a conftant finccre indeavour of doing 
Good to all men, in c^polition to cvay 
degree of Unr^teoufiiefi, Iniquity and 
Uncharitablcnds. To the Happineis of 
Mankind even in This Life, 'tis maniftft 
Thefe arc the Means which would con- 
■ - . tribute 
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tribute mcompambly^ more, than any o- S e r m» 
ther Methods whatfoever. But the prtru X^^- 
cipal View wherewith our Lord gavc'"''^"^ 
theie Commands to his FoUowere, was 
that they might pradtife them in cxpedfca- 
ticHt of God's having appointed a day, 
in^erein he would judge the World in 
righteouihe& by his Son JcTus Chrift ; and 
rewanl every man finally, in the future 
and eternal State, according to their 
Works. And becaule 'twas thus princi- 
pally vrith regard to the Life to come^ that 
our Lord gave all his Commandmei^ j 
theFef^e with great eamefhiels he con- 
tinually cautioned his Dilciples, that as 
he had declared his own 'Kingdom was not 
to be of This World, fo l^y Ihould con- 
tinually take ftria heed after birrij never 
to make tfieir preaching of His religion a 
prctenfe for afi^ring after temporal Ju- . 
thority. In a Parable framed on purpofe, 
he commands his Followers not to take 
upon them to pull up the Tares, left tbey 
root up aljo the Wheat with them. The 
meaning of whidi is not, that magiftrr 
rates are not to cut off Makfa3ors j but 
that in matters merely religious, Chrifti^ 
X 3 .ans 
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SE«M.uis<itenotto fce£im« to judge the Con- 

J5X|,'!'«"<*' of etch other, b^bie the day of 

'^^'^ the Loid cometh. Ihi Pnmxs tf tht Gtn~ 

iiliij fiiys he, ixerdfe Damimut tmer 

tbeitit and tity thai art Create aterdfi 

^bority a^ tbem : Sut itjtall not h 

fi) ammg Tat ; but viofinxr mil be gnat 

tmmg ym, lit bim ht yair MSni/ltr; ami 

vba/ievtr wig be cUif ammg ytu, let tin 

be jm- Seraut i Even ti the Sm tf Ma» 

cam mt to be mnifirii lata, but fa aim. 

er^ and ta give bit Life a Remfemftr Ma^ 

ny ! Matt j«. 25. So hng, and to far, as 

Chnftianity was planted Recording to This 

Stfindacd of its Creat Author; in plain- 

nelf and Simplicity of nncotrupt Do- 

arinci and in Meckitefi, and Humility, 

tore and Charity, in Ptaflice: When 

j^j^ CJniftians cminmd fitifajtly in tht Apt- 

46. fiks doSritu and felhwftiip, ami in break- 

ing of Bread and in Prayers ;^~-c(mthm. 

ing daily witi me aeeord >« the 7en^,-^ 

eating their Meat 'joith gladnefi andjisgk. 

vp of Heart, prafing Gtd, and having 

favmr with all the fipU; When the Mul-. 

Utade of tbem that believed, were of one 

Heart, and of One Sad ; and great Grace 

•was 
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fflw upon them JB-^ Ads iv. ja, 33.SEBM. 
^tben did their i:.^A^.fhine fisrth indeed be- ^^^• 
fore men, and caufe them to praifc and^*'''^ 
ghr^y the Cod ^ J&aven : ^ben were ■ 
they in teality and indeed, acceptcAk to 
Godf and amoved of Men : Then was the 
Golpel truly and con^jcuoufly, like a 
City upon an Hilt, a Light to lighten the 
Geatiles, and the Gbry ^ <kd's pe^k 
Ijrael .-. It was the Praife and fFcnder of 
thofe who beheld its Blc^ Ef'^^y *^ 
might have been the Joy of the whole kartb. 
Had Chriftians continued, as St Paid be- 
feeched Aem» Eph. iv. i. to walk vocrtby 
d" the Focation wherewith thy were call- 
ed i with all lowUnefs and meehi^y wit6 
kng-fufferingy forb^ring one another in 
Xotw i indeavouring to keep the Unity of 
the Spirit in the Bond of Peace : Had they 
confidered the Argument he axges, that 
there could be but One Body and One Spi~rtt. 6. 
rit, even as they were called in One Hope (f 
their Calling i One Lord, One Faith, One 
Baptifm,- One God and Father <f alK 
•who is Stm M: Had they continued, 
(according to the eadyjrtation and infe- 
rence he draws from dus Argument;) to. 
X 4 ffeak 
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Stviu.J^eak the Truth in Love, that they might 
^^- grow up into ISm in all things, who is the 

^^?^£&a/, even Cbrifi \ From whom the whole 
Body ftly joined together ^ and compared 
by thxt which every Joint fupplietby ec-^ 
cording to the efeShial working in the mea- 
sure of every part, maketh increaje of the 
Body unto the edifying of itfelf in tave : 
The Churrfi of God, eftabliflied upon 
This Foundation of the Apoflks and Pro- 
phets, Jefus Chrift bimfelf being the chief 
comer-jiom-i might in. its Whole Bmld-. 
ing fitly framed together, have grown up 
into One Holy Ten^le in the Lord. 

B u T an Enemy (oonfywed Tares among 
this Jfheat, and contentious men very 
early began to build Hay and Stubble up- 
on die Foundation of Cbriji. Not content 
■with the Simplicity and Plainnefi of the 
Goijx:], which could poffibly fumifli no 
Materials for Strife and Contention, vain 
picn foon began to mix their own unccr- 
twn Opinions wth the Dodhine of Chrift ; 
and had no other way to give them 
Weight and Authority, Ijut by Jndeavour- 
ing to force them upon the Faith of Ob- 
thers, And out of This Brambljt as Jo^ 
thorn 
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. tbam foretold the men of Sbecbem^ JuJg.Si r m. 
ix. 15 i out of this Bramble hath a Fire XIV. 
proceeded, which hath devoured the Ce-^"'^^^ 
dors of Lebanon : Or, as the Prophet E^ 
zekiel exprefles himfelf concerning the 
Vine of ^rael; ch. xix. 14, A Fire is gone 
out of a Rod of her Brancbes^ -wbicb baib 
devoured ber Fruit. Fcff, from a defire 
of bong Many Mafieri j from a Defire 
of forcing mutually our o^n Opinions 
upon Others, infl:ea4 of exhorting them 
to frudy and obey the Golpel of Chrijl j 
have arifen Strifes and Contentions, Ha- 
tred and Uncharitablencfs, Schifins and 
Divifions without End. From -wbence oi ir. w 
feys St James^ come Wan and Fightings 
among you f come they not hence^ even of 
your Lup that war in your Members f 
From a zeal for the Religion and for the 
Commandments of Chrifl, from a Con- 
cern for the promoting of Truth, Righ- 
teoufeefs and Charity, 'tis evident in the 
nature of things, and in the experience 
of Al! Ages, that Wars and Fightings, 
Hatred and Animofities, never have, nor 
can proceed. Ibefe precious Fruits have 
ajways fprung from That Root of Bit- 
temefi. 
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S B n M. tcmds, a zeal for the Dodrines and Com- 
XIV. mandments of Mfl», a Striving fw- tern- 

'■''^'''^ piral Pcwtr and Dominion^ At the jB;y? 
Beginaifjg of the voorUng of the Mjfiery 
^ Iniquity^ the Elders af Hay arid 
Stubbk ufm the ftaadatim (f O^ifi went 
no Either than to Cmf«imfneft and XJn- 
cbarit(AUneJs towards thdr Brethren. A- 
gainfl: whom St Paul argues Rom. xiv. 
10. Wirf doft tbou judge thy Bntber^ or 
•why doft tbou fet at not^bt tby Brother f 
for we JbaU all Jand before the ju(^ment~ 
feat of Cbrift. But in proce^ of time ; 
as Water, at. a Auther Diilance from the 
Fountain, divides ic&lf continually mto 
more ftreams, and becomes Icls pur^ and 
more mixtj and more di&rent 6om the 
Nature of the Fountain idelf ; Sa^ when 
men had once d^iaiwlfrom the Simpli- 
city and Purity of the DoBrine^ and from 
the Charitablenels and Goodneis of the 
Spirit of Chrift, their Hatred and Ani- 
mofities a^inft each other increaied con-, 
tinually, till they Ikerally fulfilled That, 
remarkable Prophecy of our Saviour, in 
which is contained a moft: fevcre Reproof 
of thofe CcHTUpters of . the Gofpd of 
Tmth 
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TnAb and Qianty, .^K4x)faelbDc&w iviqi^Sekm; 
sfUb in feUowtog ihfes ; St Li^. xii. 49, ^^* 
Zamame/9 fiadFireontheEeribi And^''^'"^ 
JkCf^. K. 34, iTbMi^ Mi^ /&«f /jn» ame to 
fend Peact m Earth y. 1 came nt4 to faid 
Pe«e, but a Swrd : fpr / am fome to 
firt a Man at variaate agmnfi his Fatber, 
aad the daughter againjt her Motber.i 
—^r^-aiid a mtm's Foet JbaJl he they 6j bit 
ewH Smfebold. Najt, even that deicripuon 
which be g^ves of the Periccution which 
dw JeoBs fliould bring upon his Diiaples, 
Jti. Tm.2, The Tim eomtb^ that whejo- 
ever JuUcth ycu, vfili think thai he doth 
God Service ; even This, in Time, came 
to he iulfilled by ene Chiiftun, ( &> they 
ftill calUd thcm&Wes ; ) it was 'ililiilled, 
I iay, by one ChriAian upon anotber. Till 
at hSij when tlie Meafure of iniquity was 
become fall, and die Power of Popery 
was compleatly felted and elhibliihed in 
the Temple of God s then, in like man- 
ner a« our Lord declared concerning That 
generadon of the Jevss in which He him- 
felf lived, that the Blood of all the pre- 
fhefs, which -was Jbed from the faundati0i 
of the Worldj — '~-^to(ti the Blood of righ- 
teous 
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S I K tt.tecm Jbel even imto That day, fliould be 
^JY* npttreti if liat Generation j fo Ukewife, 
^^^and fi)r die very iuac Rcidbn, concern- 
ing That Body of men, which calls idHf 
the CbrifHan and the CatbtHck Cburcb, 
does the Scripture wonderfully £)fctell> 
Rer.CTiu.that in Her (hould \» fiund the Bbod of 
*♦■ Prophets and of Saints, and of aU that 
are Jiain upon the Earth. Since the Re- 
ionnation, and in Places where it has 
happily jHvr^ed, this wicked and un-^ 
chriftian Spirit has in very great meafure 
abated : But ftiU, ( 'tis to be feared, ) even 
among too many Prote^ants tbemfehes^ 
Zeal for particular Forms and Ceremo- 
nies, more than for Virtue and Religion 
itlelf ; A Concern for the didinguiftiing 
Doftrincs of Parties, mwe than for the 
Commandments of our Common Lord ; 
A Defire of compelling each Other's 
Faith, more tfian of reforming our Own 
Manners j continues to hinder the ^wth 
of Chriftian Charity, and, like the Worm 
"at die Root of Jonah's Gourd, to eat out 
the Vitals of true Religion. We read 
every day in St John, that lekojoever doth 
not Ri^bteoufnefs, is not of God, neither 
he 
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be that bmeth'na bis Brother i and thatSEii*ir; 
if OKj^ mm fiy, J hm G*/, md batetb ^I^- 
hii &^her, be is a liar : And yet we*'"*'^^ 
are (till lb weak, as fieqoendy to reverfe 
the Text, and think we can no way ^, 
zealoully fliow forth our Lme towanU 
God, as by Hatred and ill, triatmtnt of 
our Brethren. Om Lord feverety rebu- 
ked his Diliaples, telling theni they knew 
rat what Spirit they were »/, when they 
would have called for Fire from Heaven 
upon Ac Samarilara : And yet men are 
Ml b Sx^, as fo be continually de- 
firous of ufing Methods of Force, even 
Oriftiam againft each other. The imrn- 
Hate and nectjfarj . EfeSIs of This Un- 
charitablencls and Bitternefs of Spirit, is, 
iiat the true Fruits of Virtue anARigh- 
teoufiids and real Coodnefi are (com- 
paratively fpeaking ) negfcaed and Ughdy 
efteemed.) that Superftition and Bigotry 
and abfiird Notions of Religion prevail 
among the JTeiA ; and thofe who have 
imre difcemmem, who have difcemment 
enough to fee, and yet not enough to fee ■ 
Through thefe Abfurdities, are tempted to 
AtheiAi, Scepticifm, and Infidelity. All 
which 
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St t H.whicb tUogs Mng dMofed t^ diofe who 
XIV. jgf mtimi ; Mlatd of boog nio4<eit tff 

^^"''^^ gkrifit mr Rabef, iMA it i* Bunmi » 
our lAgbt Jkimtig Mitre fkem eugfac ta 
<»ul< (hem todo; Aey an on the ctin- 
ttflt^, ' by Ottf* XPir^ 0^ Dbfkneiff wlkich 
the/ belAild, cmi&nKci in their UiAclief ; 
afid <fe ^iM; cf Gkti) bkj^itmei mmig 
tie Gitttiks, tbrtugb Xj), ib if i ■mitten. 
Thb if the great Rejiaacb to Chriflkm, 
and the Gnat ImpediiMM to t&e t>N>~, 
gR6 of Chtiftiaiiii^. Thk » Aa tfhidt 
nudces the Pi^an and Mabtmtian Vtrotld 
Hill fupoior in Numher Co die Chrif&n i 
and that e^cn in the aiidft of the L^ 
of die Gofpel iti^^ yet InfideKty facilSt 
beyond meafine. 

B D T 'lis an cafy thing t» fie tbe >2 
amjeqitenca of Unehanlablent&, flnd to 
comi^h 'of the fSfdntfi that ari& fiom 
the ESviBons among Chrifflani. The 
Difficuhy is, and the moceuleiill pttt k, 
to find how to ramdy them. Now 'tii 
Toy crident there are b«t Tw» pofliUe 
Ways by which the Divifions among 
Chriftian» can^ have an End pot to them. 
The om is, what all parties of Men «e 
generally 
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generaHy very jfend of, but which cuiSerm- 
never pofllbly be aixomplifhed j and if ^^* 
it could, 'twould be die DeftniAion of -'"''^ 
Omffianity hfyf. The other is, what 
wonid very eaiHy and ef&dtiafy core the 
Evil, but what All partMs are always 
very unWffing to ' ptrt in ftafiice. The 
A^chod of caring iMrifiOTs, which Every 
party of men arc very fond of, is, liiat 
tfaofe of all ether- opimms would at a ven- 
ture unite in fiibmitting to 'Bem : The 
E&A of which, if it could be accom- 
pfilhed, would IC;, not ^ HflablHhment 
of the Gofpel (if Chrift, but of fomc 
WorftHy Pbwcr and Dbminion in the 
ffead of it i as'ls more particularfy noto- 
rknoff, in alf Places where Popery has 
prevailed. Bdt indeed T&'j method of 
Union is aJtc^pdier impoffible to be ao 
compHfhed. For ar every party of Chri- 
iHalns reproadiCE all others, with caufiiig 
Schilms and "DhnSssM by not comkig 
into Their opinians ; ib the others red- 
procally aA die iatne reproacii. npcm 
Tfew, for not coming into Tbein : And 
thus the Pire of mutual Uncharitableneis 
is blown up for ever, while Both- fides 
are 
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5e ft M.are perhap fiqually, or perhaps unequal- 
?M^* ly, in Fault. For the c^ is exactly the 

^■^^"^''"^ lame, in Moral matters, as in things na- 
tural. In Nature and Truth, real Mi^ 
tim bdongs only to That Body, which 
changes the Jbfoluti Place it was in ; but 
relative Motion^ or the parting of one bo- 
dy from another, bebn^ equally to die 
Body from vbicfi amtber is removfJf as 
to That it^cb it/elf moves. Thus like- 
wife in M)rality ; the Sfol Sm, or Gmk, 
of caufing Sctifms and DiviJimSy lies al- 
ways at the door of Him who departs 
from the trutbf and who lays the Strefs 
of Religion where Chrift has not laid it : 
But the relative Scbijms or Divi/ions tbem~ 
Jehxsy by which Chriftians are parted 
firom each other, are always, by All Par- 
ties equally, laid to the Charge of their 
Adver^ies j And it muft not be expcd;- 
ed, that they can ever be cured, by any 
One Party fwallowjng up all the reft. 
The Other therefore, and the Only T'rue 
Method, of remedying Divifions i but 
which All parties are gaierally very un- 
willing to put in Practice, is, that every 
party of Chriftians," forbearing to infill 
. and 
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and toliiy toofflnch Wc^bt oBthdrmroSiui. 
diitiogui&idg Doctrines at jQventio&s of ^^ 
Men, fincerdy..eodeivour to uiutc upon^^^*' 
ifac £>undatidn of the QalfA idelf, that 
is, . the original undiluted Dodiines and 
.Commandments of Cfariftj and in all ather 
thin^ by mutual Charity and Forbear- 
mce, Tendcmefa and Good-wll, pra&rrf 
the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of 
Pea« ; according to St Pimta diicffioo, 
Kim. xiv. 3, IM xetKm tbatecuib, it. 
^fi bim thai ealitb mt\ tad kt at Urn 
ipMcb eateib mty Judge bim that attetb, . 

IV. I T reixiains, in the Jm^ place, that 
I diaw ibme ufeful Inferences irom what 
has. been &id, and fo conclude. .And 

xfi^ From what has been £ud con- 
cerning the Nature of the Virtue <^ Cba- 
rity, and its off^e Ficej we may lee 
clearly whence It comes to pafi, that 
St Pml in his Catalogue of great Wick, 
cdoeil^ Oil. V. 20, among umleameja, 
idoldir/, muriirs, drunkewtefs aid retel- 
Ungj reckons alfo hatred, varitmce and 
firife, fiditims ( or Schifins, ) fcrjSu md 
fucb lite, as bebg Ifirjis of the Wt/b. 
Tis evident, differing in judgantt er tfi- 

Voi.. in. Y '»•» 
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^Irv"**^ is luJt a wot of die Flef^, but of 
^JJ^Ae Vkdtr/amlsng. Bifapfntving the *- 
pimms of thofe wb(»n a man £ni;erely 
^inks to-be in Ac wro^, is not a wock 
of the Fie/hy but tbe neteffiuy Du^ of a 
Vbriji^. ■ 'Ylie Crimtt tbo«£bie which 
St Pdu/ ^peak^ <^, are ^ pt^mii^aouS 
tiffiiding of Worldly ViovMf, aod the cau* 
Btig of Sfrflfes aiid uncharitable DivifitMS 
among Chriitians, hj laying -the Sirt^ of 
Religicm upon particulw dJIUnguiOuBK 
Dodlraies' -and Praflice^ on which otv. 
Sanour himfelf has laid Na Strffs. l^faele 
are indeed^ Works of Ae fle/h: Thefc 
are dcAradtiTc of That Love and Ctarity 
and Om&mi Temperi whieh is fo itm« 
damental Iti ReU^on^ that^ who&ever 
\raxas it, thoa^ be htfimos aU his gcodi 
to Jeei thf pooi-f and though he gives bis 
Body to he burned^ yet, the Text tells u*, 
it fijftU profit him nothing-. The expret 
Cvm k of the &me kind wiA That in 
Oal. V. 2i Behold^ I Paul fi^ tmis yeu^ 
^hat if ye be drcumcifed, Chriji Jhall fro- 
fit you nothing : Circiimciiion, was in its 
own Nature a thing of indigence ; Cir- 
cumc^on, as-iie ellewherft tells them, is 
Hofh'ng, 
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nothing, 4md Undrcumci^n is nothing. S e r u. 
But if they ftirced it npon the Gentik XIV. 
Converts as a Necejfary part of QmJH-^-^"''^'^ 
anity. This was a dcftroying of Chanty 
and their Religion ( he declares ) would be 
in vain. 

2dfy, From what has been above £ud 
concerning the troc Nature and Spirit of 
Chriftianity, we may cafily aniwer That 
QoeAion ufually put by thofe of tl«s 
Church dr Rome j Where was the Re- 
formed Religion : before the Times of the 
Refwmers f The Anfwcr is : 'Twas 7^, 
juft where it is Now^ even in the Gofpel 
af Qaifi J ftudied and obeyed by all Sia- 
ccre Followers of TraM and OiOrity 
Which Rukt whofoever in j4^ Age, or' 
m Any Country of the Worlds has walk- 
ed by ; That pcrfon vras a tme DUHplc 
of Q^: And whofoever foHows any 
Otper Rul^ is in No Age and in Na 
Country a good Chriftian. Gal. m. 16, 
As many as walk according to this Rule, 
peace be on them, and Mercy, and upon 
the ^rael of God, For where/oever two «r 
three are gathered together in the Name 
tf Cbriji, ( whether they be two or tbiee. 
y 2 thoufands^ 
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?.£ K u.thxi^ntls, or two or three Jmgit perfons.; 
^'^- Jhenibm our Lord) am Untie mM 

3<^, F K o M what has been above £ud, 
we may eafily underftand in what Eede 
it k, that Zeal and Moderation arc So/^ 
»^ ^itfm in Scripture equally recommepd- 
«d as Virtues. When ttus Q^flion is 
ccHicerning things inSi^fferent in their own 
nature, concerning nntters of Party ani 
Divifions among Mtn^ concaning any 
De^nei or PraSicet of Ihman Ap- 
pcnntment; then the Rule is. Let your 
Moderation be hmtn uato aU mejiy Phil 
iv. 15: And Epbef.iv. 2, With aU hmU- 
neft attd meefmefSf imtb Img-fufferingi for* 
hearing .one. anther in Love. But when 
the mattei; in queftipn is a Miral Virtue 
or a pltan Mid escfrefs Command of God-^ 
Then, 'tfs good to be zealoufly t^e^eJ ah- 
v>ap in .if g^ tbingt GaL iv. 18. , For 
Qu-iilians, are to be a people zealous of. 
good Works, Tit. ii. 14. And to ber-or^ 
kfs ^ indifferent in the caufe of Virtue 
end Rigbteoufnefi, is bemg in die cafe V 
Ac Churqh of Laodicea ; Rev. iii. 13, / 
krmv thy Works, that thou art neither cold 
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tar bofi 1 would thnt wert cold or hot y Stf Sirm. 
then^ hecattfe thou art btie^warm, andnd- '^^• 
tber edld nor bot^ I imU J^e ther eat o/'^'^^^^ 
my Mnatb. In matters of P«a-ty md 
FaSHim\ in queftions relating to the 
Powers and to the Dodfaines of Men ; God ' 
knows, men are apt to be Hot enough : 
But for enquiring impartially after the 
Knowledge of Truth, and for promoting- 
the Pra(3icc of univerfid Righfeou/ke/i and 
Charity; 'twere well if the Warmeft a- 
mong Chriftians in theft corrupt Ages» 
were in thdr Zeal even fo much as luh-^ 
warm, 

^hly and Lafily^ From what has bcen- 
fkid, we may Icam the true Meaning of 
diat Exhortation of St Prfw/, i Csr. L lo,-' 
J btfeecb yaUy brethren^ by ike Name of 

tmr Lord Jefiu Qn-ijiy that there be m- 

divijiom amimg you, but thai ye be perfe0r^ 
ly joined together in the fame mind, and in 
the fame judgment. His Meaning is not, 
that th^ mud be aU exa<3ly of one am- 
nion in every thing : Fo: JUch an . Unity 
cannot pc^ibly arife, but cither from per^ 
fe£f and infallible Knowledge, which is' 
not attmnalfle in This World; or from 
Y 3 grofi , 



..gniod., Google 



3a6 Of the Virtue of Charity. 

S B R u.gnfs J^mrame and Darinefs^ which is ap 
^^^effcfl: of great Corruption. But the jdiun 
meaniiig of St Paul is, that they ougbt 
to be ja'aeJ together in the fame (iaritoblc 
mndt and in the fame chaiitable judgmnt 
tovrards each other, mtwitbfiandiag any 
differences in Opinion. Thus he ex^nc^ 
\y explains himfelf, Rom. xv. 5, God 
g^ant you to be tih-mnded one towards 
another : He does not £iy, Uke-mndid tx 
of li^ judgment, coDccming Tlnngs; 
Tor That's in no man's Power : But Hie- 
ntindedy or a^ie -toeU-affeSiionedt towards 
each Other's Per/em, So Ukewile, E^ 
iv. 3i E-ttdeawmtii^ to keep the Unity of 
tie Sfiritt in the Bond of Peace : And 
how was That to be done? Was it by 
Oompelling men to pretend that they All 
^acM. alila P No : For this, inilead of 
Unity of Sprnt in the Bond of Peace, is 
indeed nothing elle, but either Unity of 
Opinion in the Bond of Ignorance^ or 
Unity of Pndicc in the Bond of Hypo- 
crify. But the Apc^le's meaning is. Keep 
the Unity of tfte spirit, H^ith alf Iffwlinefs 
( iays he ) and meeknefs^ with iongfuffering^ 
fyf^aring one pother irf L&ve^ Again : 
Phil 
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Phil ii. 2, that ye be Uh-mnded\ how?Si rm. 
why, having the Jhflie hve^ being of me ^I * . 
accord J of me mtndi kt noting be done 
throigb ftrife or vain-glory, but in hw- 
linefs of Mind. St Feter alio explains 
himielf after the iame manner, i Fet. iii. 
8, Finally be ye all of om tmnd. How ? 
Is it by following each other ignorandy 
and implicitly ? No : but, haang compaf- 
fon ( lays h&) one of another ^ love as Bre- 
thren, be pi/ijitl) be courteous. This is 
That Cbarityj which wholbever has not, 
the Text dearly i^rms he cannot be a 
good ChriiHan : And who£)ever has if, 
cannot eafily &il in ^y Otker inftances of 
Virtue J For l^ive, is the fulfUing of the 
Law. 
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SERMON XV. 

The Nature of Relative Duties. 



Col. iii> 20, 21, 22. 
Children, obtj your Parents in all 
titles; forTiis is well-pUafing 
$mto the Lofd. Fatbtrt, pro- 
voke net your cbildren to anger, 
left they be difcouraged. Ser- 
vants, obey in aU things your . 
Mafiers according to the Jkfi. 

T is the conilant Method ofg^^j. 
I St tad in all his EpUtles, XV. ' 

firft to inbrge upon and ex- VV\> 
I plain diJUn^y the partiatlar 

point or qucAion, wbicb 
v^ the pcca|ion of his writing at Th^ 
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Se R M-time to That particular Church ; and tjioi 
^jri ^ *^ ■''"^ gewral exhortations to the 
~*'^prft«aicc of aS Chriftkn Duties and Vir- 
tues, as might at all times be of Ufe to 
jUI Clmrcbes and to every Cbrifiian in dl 
Ages and in every part of the World. 
Thefe general Exhortathms are, m the 
m^n, the fame in ^ his epiiUes ; ca£j 
and plain, univeiial and unvaried, itiited 
to all Capacities, and containing the mdl 
important and &ndainenUl PrinC^fes of 
. Religion. The former part of the feveral 
Epiftles uAially relates to iomt' particu- 
htr Controvert bttwten the ^)M/b mi 
Getttik QmierfSj which ^ That time 
gav« Trouble to the Apoftkfi : And Thefe 
parts of hia,. Writings cantiot be rightly un- 
dcrftood any other way, than by attending 
carcfbUy to th6 OicafbH and State of the 
partietthr que/Hon which he is tbtfb dc- 
tennining. And therefore it has. been a great 
Error in thcfc latter Ages of the World, 
arid the Caufc of many iaih diiputes a- 
mong Chriftians, that, without attend- 
ing to the Dcfign and Scope of a 
Difcourfe Written in an argumentative 
manner, Men have frequently picked out 
and 
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and a[^ed to, Tbmfehei &^le Bi&gc8,SeRM. 
which, in the coorie of the Apoftle*3Ar- -^^* 
goment had plainly a View gnly to the ^ * "^ 
State of the than Jneijb or Gattile 
Cburei!. From dus Onr miftake, 'tistTir- 
dcDt; have fpning aU the vain Controva-* 
fys cODceming Fditb and ^orii, concern- 
ing ytiftifaatim and SanBi^atimj con- 
cerning EJeSion and "Ripnhaiim^ and the 
UIk : wherewith while the Minds of Men 
have been tieoUeisljf ^ftrafted, they have 
been ihz kfs apt \o attend to the great 
attd "Wtigbtier inters of the Law, to the 
fflwrtf/ «id general Exba-tatims, repeated 
and inculcated univer£tlly is every epiftle, 
as ihii^ by every Chriftian iru&^utably 
eafy to be under (iotdj and truHQten/^ly ne- 
cejfary to be fraBiced. 

The Words of my Text are part of 
Ae generai Exbgrtatim, which concludes 
the epiiUe to the Cehjiam. In the Begiii- 
ttfng of This chapter the Apoftle exhorts 
them to fct their a^e^iicms on heaven^ 
tlangs, to mortify every vicious and inor- 
dinate appetite, to lay afide all Miiice and 
Corttentiou/hefs among themfelves, and to 
livg in the pyaftice of wniverial Z<flw, Cbari- 
0' 
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St^M-tytadGeod-fFJili And ia the Letter f>nt 
XV. of ^ cha|iteri he recommends to chem 

^^^^'^Ac Selative Dadss of fife j thcDiitiefiOf 
HupMads and Wivis, of CbiUnn and Par 
peats, of Mafim^ and Servants^ of- &^ 
rnn and Jhferiors in oV Rdations. 
ddUretit dey your Parents in off tUngs } 
^ Tiii « weU-fU*^ unto the Lord : 
Fathers, ^vooke mt your tbiidren to att- 
ger^ left they he JifimrageJ : Servants, *• 
hey in aU thirds your Makers oceorMng t» 
the Fkfi. 

In dUconrfing uptn tfade words; I. 
fhan, Firft, MfiinSly take Notice of the 
feveial Particidari contained in the Text : - 
And, Secehdfyy I fhatt thence deduce diis 
GcBeral Obfcrvation ; that the due Per-- 
fbnnance of the JRelattve Duties of life, 
is a ptihcipal Means of obtaining both the 
ffiefOngs of the frefent fForM, and the 
Happinefe of 'that v^cb is to come. 

I. In the Firjl |dace, That whiel* 
ftands frfl and mtfi dhiioujly obfervaWe 
in the Text, is this Precept ; Cbilt^en, 
^y year Parents. In his epifUe to the 
Bphejtans^ the lame Apo^ cxprcfles this 
Precept Thus i Clnkken, obey .yimr Pa- 
I rents 
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rents in the Lord%f9r Ibii is Sight : H:t-Sz%u, 
»flw tiy Father and Maber, wbidt is the X,V. 
fi'ft Q^mandment ivith Promfe^ ch. y'u 1, '-^^^^ 
In which expreffioa, diere is an allufion 
to the Order or Piecing of the Commaod- 
ments in the Law of Mafesi This bdi^ 
the Firft in the Second Table, the Firft * 
of th(^ Commandments which dcdate 
our Duty totam-ds N&n ; ^ Firft to 
whidi is annexed cxyctS^ a particular 
Rewards the Firft Commandment with 
Promife^ The natural ob&rvation ariilng 
frfHn which puticular, i^ the reafonaiU- 
nefs and goodnefs of the GVv^ G»nmi»(^ 
trnnts of God both in the Law and the 
Gg^/. God bc^ns where Nature itfelf 
iloes } making the /un^ things to be the. 
prime Foundations of Sss Law, which in 
the nature of things thcmfelves, without 
Jiny Law, were moft reafonable to be 
pnufUied. The Go^l carries indeed, 
This and all other Moral Precepts to a 
much higher degree. of improvement, re- ' 
quiring us to extend our Love tov^ids d// \ 
tatn, and oiir Defire of doing good even 
unto Enemies themfelves. But the prior 
obligation, is That of Gratitude to Bene- 
faS&rs J 
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SiR n.faBors i and of making ^^ R^ums to 
^^- , Thofc, from whtMn we have received the 
^"^^^ benefits of Life. Nevertiiclefi, as dear 
as this Obligation is, both in the Nature 
of lliings and in the Command of God ; 
yet not . Lreligion and Athrifin only, but 
Super^ition alfo has found means to evade 
7%r^, in l&e manner as it does afi ether 
moral and eternal Obligations. God, ( ^y% 
our Saviour, Miot. xv. 4. God) coptmand- 
ed, f<^ngt Hbnoar thy Father and Ma- 
tter : But Te jay, Mnjhever JhaU py tQ 
bis Father or his Mother, it is a (jtft hy 
ijuhatjbever thou mgbteft be profited ^ Me^ . 
^that is, "tis given to Ae So^ce of the 
Temple, or to fome other of what they 
then called pious Uies, ) heJheH be free j he * 
ftiall be difchargcd from all Obligation to 
relieve his tieceffitoos Parents. 7&tt 
(£iy5 Qur Lord) ye have made the comsuoid- 
ment cf God of none E^S by your Tra- 
dition. Notions fomcwhat of the iame 
xwtuce have, in ^// j^ei of the World, 
prevailed over. fuperftiucAis and corrupt 
Minds ; teaching them to value thin^ ' 
that promote outward Pomp and Show, 
and Difl:in<£tions of Men under Party-De- 
nominations, 
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nanuiBdons, more thin Ctt)e£«ice to dw S e r u. 
•eternal and nncfaangaahie Duties of God's ^V. 
Moral Uvt. '^^^^^ 

2d^. The Next thing proper to be 
tahen nofine fsi in tJw, Text, is, that the 
Paiticqjbirs hen mcBtioned of the Duty 
<£ CSxIdrm and Sirvatiis, ate Only Jl«- 
^imgi (^ tfac Genoml Exkoi^atimt de^ 
^ted tQ e^rtend pc^pwiion^y to pe^fous 
in ^ RMve St^om and Ckctunibar- 
ces of 14^ ^ebaf^for. As RQi».-xiii. 7. 
JRmii^ /0 All, /^> X^ues i 7h&Kte, to 
t^m fri^tt is ^ i evfismy u w^wb 09?- 
■W » .^^> Jf^ iP^ y^«'" i Aw*'"'', *ff wiwpr 
ivKmr. To Wppffttu tibere i« due 
from the Suk^ed ObtSenct aoeocdtng t« 
ds Laws of the Country, in na^tters not 
<^ipo&e to the Law of God ; P-eace^lcr 
nejs and ^ietmfs under Government wd 
a williqg Qmtrihutitm towards the St^^rt 
of it To %eacberi^ or Spiritud Supe- 
oor^ difire i» dqe fittnn the Peo[J« iSu*^ 
Refpe^ as to Stewerdi ef the Myfteriet 
■of Godt ap^inted to t%hott Men coatmur 
4lly to the Pfadice of Virtue, and ta aiBft 
in ^ the Adnunifiiations of Reli^n : 
Towards ^keje^ there ought to be in mea 
a Wil- 
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StKM.ft'^'^^Hu^nefi to hear and be infenncd hf 
XV. them, and a icadinds to dB&nt and prao 

\yv\i tile what they teadi ; not blindly and inw 
{dicidy;, ( wt^ is thfc Do£trine of RoirUt ) 
but in all things which ihey can Jbow tn 
be the DoBlrine and Commmds of God. 
To Mg^er$j there is doe fern Secvaidl 
DiUgmce and Induftrjy Hm^ and Fide- 
Uty, ^ibm^m axsA. ObetUeiice-y accordji^ 
to the diiedion in the Text; SeroaatSt 
diey • yo ur Ma^ert Meaning to the Flejh ; 
n^ mtb tye-feroicty as mm-fki^ei'Sj But 
■in JmgUnefi If liter t, fearing Gcd; jhd 
w&atjoiver ye ^^ do it heartily as to tbt 
ierdf and net utUo Mm. In like utanner, 
Epb. n. 7. With goodwill (fays he) ddi^ 
Servittt as to the Ltrd, and wt t6 ment 
Kmving that •whatfoever good thing imy 
man does^ the feme Jhall he receive of tbt 
Lord, iBbetber be be bond or free. The 
only dif^ence he*e to be obfcrvcd, is^ 
Art whereas the Servants mentioned by 
Ae ^mftle, were, in thofe days. Slaves, 
under the abfolute Power of th«r A^ft- 
cr^ without Any Relief under die great- 
eft opppeflions ; ( for which reafon St Pi- 
ter wdicffts Such to be patient under the 
fevereft 
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vercft hardlhips, confidcring rfiat »V «Sbrm. 
tbaai'^wcrthy, if a man for ccnfcitnce to- 



wards God indure grief ftiffering -wrong- 



fully : Whereas (1 fay ) in the 
iUiys the (late of Servants was d)foIute 
Slavery, 'tis Nmv on the contrary always 
to be, Underitood, that the Duty and Ob^ 
ligation of thde in the lowefl Staticm to- 
wards thdr reipefUve Superiours in Tl&ij 
kind, is fuch only as arifes &om X^md and 
Central, and is wholly limited by thoie 
Mea&rcs. And. This concerning the fe- 
veral particuUtr relative Perfms^ to whom 
the. ApdUe deligned his exhcH-tatton to 
extend. 

- Z^y* '^^^ iMrd Particular obfervable 
in the Text, is the unbounded manner 
in which the Apoftle expreffes tlje General 
Duty . of SttbjeSHon to Superiours, in eve- 
ry Relative Station of Life : Children^, 
obey your Parents in all things :_ Servants, 
ohy in all things your Majiers according 
to the Flejh. So eUewhere : Let the tftves 
( iays he ) ^ fubjeSi to their won Hujbands 
in every thing : And Tit. ii. 9. Exhort 
Servants to be obedient unto their own 
Mafters j and to fleafe them well in all 
Vol. III. Z tUngs, 



.,gniod.,GoOglc 



5 3 ' TJtf feature of Relative Duties. 

S t R Mi ibit^s, Rcdfbii, and the Nature of things, 

^Jj and the general Uiage of all languid; 

^"^'^^ fbowclh, that in tbcfc and all othet the like 
«xpre0ions, the phrafe, in every things and 
in all things, mi^ neoelSirily be underitood 
to mean only, in all /fe'h^j juft, in ail tiangs 
Uwftil, in off tlnngs that ate honeft md £e 
r» bt done. In Human Writings, thcfe gt' 
*terai matitlnl of cStpreffion, arifing fronl 
the kno*n alid vulgar uft of Language, are 
tiever mirunderftood ; And therefore to 
miflinderihind them in the Sacred Books 
miy, is ftiere PcrverfeneS. The Oofpel flei* 
diCT inlarges rtor dimm/bes shy Si^jeriour't 
Power i it neither adds tp^ nor takes Jrom 
amy lnfen'our*s Right. In li/efe C^fcs, it 
only oc^ifirms and txpbids the CH)ligations 
of NaCuft; and infoitcs the PraSKce of 
the r6^)eitive Duties, with flrongcr and 
more powerful Motives. As therefore in 
all (tfi^r Writings, fo in Scripture likcr 
wife i the true, the natural, and evident 
Meaning of fuch Phrafes as thefe, in aU 
things, in every tUng, and the like ; is 
ilot what the word, all, fi^efb in its 
fsngle Signiiication j but what the vulgar 
ifenfc of it is, in fucb exprefRons and fen- 
tcnctes. 
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tenets. When we are are taught that the S e r m. 
Commands of CW, or the Laws of Truth ^^• 
and Right, ard to be obeyed in all things j ^'^"'^^ 
the nature of; die Tbiftg-, not the force of 
the ^gk vafJs/ 0»W6, that the Obcdi- 
tace i& to he :Utiiver/a/ and mtbcmt exctp- 
tion. In eAfipT cafe^ where the very fame 
^osrds are uied-; (as, in the. Text, Ser- 
liotasoiey your Mafters in all things; J- the 
nature of the thing There iikewije no lels 
plualy ihxmSt that this ^dieace in all 
tkings is to be limited, h^ Its cmfiftenty 
tri^ the Commands o^ any Superiour 
Mirier either on Earth or in I^ven. 
la 1^ Ixnguage,- the iignification of every 
tword oece&t^Y depends upon the other 
words with which it is conno^d : And 
where no Qmtroverfy is eonpefned, nor 
Pnyudice inteipofes, 'tis ^wa^s undcr- 
fiood, and cannot but be undcrftood to be 
fix by all Underftandings, and by all Capa- 
ditiies equally, firan the {fghdl to the 
IVfeuieft. When the Scripture mentions 
The Evcrlafting God; *tis not thp force of 
Ae ii«ri Bverla^ng, but the ai^lication 
of it to the FirJ Qmfe and Attbor of all 
dxT^s, that makes it denote a true and 
Z 2 abfolutc 
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Se RM.abfolute Eternity : For when the hme 
^^' Scripture mentions the everhftiag Mom-' 

^^^^^ tains^- 'tis underftood by all men both of 
the gTcateft and of the finaUeft Under-i 
fhndings, that it diere figmfies only fuA 
a Duration, as k proper to the Sut^ of 
which it is ^K^cen. Thcfe things are, »» 
tbeir ffwn Nature^ ezceedii^^ evident; 
And yet where Party^ or Inferefi^ or Gw 
frimerfy is concerned, 'tis Wondfrftl ttf 
what a degree men have Ibmetimes, evert 
in {o plain a cafe, impofed npon the i^ 
rant^ and upon the learned too. I fhall 
mention but One Inlhuice, and leave 0- 
tben to be judged of by the fime pr** 
portion. In tte queffiort abodt Tranf^ 
Janfiafioft, the Writers of the Church of 
Rtfme allege with great confidence, thaf 
the natural, the Ittera/y the ^^ and d- 
•oioui fenfe of the WOTds^ T&i is nrf Bc~ 
Jy, is plainly in £ivour of lleir fide of' 
tfie Queltion. And yet in reality, the ve- 
ry contrary to This, is evidendy Wic. 
For the natural^ the literal, the J^ and 
obvious fenle of the pbrafi, is not that 
whidi arifes from the iignffication of the 
word Body lingly, but That which arifes, 
2 from 
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from its nfitofal ^(^luficatian io §uch anSxRM* 
«xpreflion, wheran commemtratiix £rtad 



js affinned to be die Body of Him who it 
tcommermrated tberekf. When a Pi^re is 
-fpoken o( as being the perfin it reprefents ; 
the natural, the literal, the fitfi and o6vi- 
ims Jcnie of the expreflion, 19 not that 'ds 
realfy^ but that 'tis reprefaitativelyj That 
5)cribn. When our Lord lays, J am the 
•true Vine ; the queflion is not vehat the 
word. Vine, naturaUy ^ni6e6 io <>tber 
<aies } but what it 'there moft natural^ 
•and t^oufy Hgnifies, when a Teacher 
caUs Himjelf a. Vine^ and his Folh^ers in 
Branches. When IVifdom dedares concent^ 
ing herfclf, Eccluf. x»v. 21. They that 
tat me, JhaU yet he •hungry , and they that 
drink me, JhaU yet be tbirfiy.i the natural 
and obviou!, nay, the Uteral fignification 
£3i the whole Sentence, arifes iiom wiat 
the tenns, eat and drinK do Theii mpft 
4mturally and . ckmmjly fignify, when a 
■pcrfoB is fpcaldng, not concerning Food, 
■but. about inAibing and digejling a -Do- 
^rine. But tp return from This Dir 
^effion. : 

Z 3 4/i^,THi 
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S B R BT. ^i^y* The Next FarticDlar ob&rva- 
^V'. ble m the Text, is the Reafon fx Memx 

^^~^^^ annexed by the Apoftle in order to in- 
fbrcc his e^ortation : For This ( &ys he) 
is meU-fkafing tmto the Lord. In his E- 
piftle to the EpbtfanSj ( as I before ch- 
ierved : ) afta hflvii^ laid down the iame 
exhortadoD as in the text } tnftcad of tO' 
forcing it, as be does here, with telling 
them that ^hii is wU-pla^ng unto the 
Lord i he dtcs the Words of the Cm- 
tnandment it&lf. Honour thy. Father . and 
tly Mother } and adds, by way of obier. 
-Vation, that This is the Firfi Ctmnumd- 
ment %citb Prmife, ch. vi. 2. . The Pramife 
he means, is ; 'Ihtt tby days puty ke hagt 
in the Land ^dficb the Lia-d thy God has 
given thee. By which Prtmfet as deli* 
vered in the Comaandment to the JewSf 
GoA. by a wife and fuitaUe I^^fidon c^ 
Things, very apUy anncKcd the Bleffing 
■of Long Life, to Them that paid due re- 
f;ard toThofe who were the Afeans of ji- 
-inng them Life. But then, even under 
the Xtfu', (very certainfy, thoi^ not £> 
explicitly as in the Rcvdation of the G^- 
/*/, ) 'tis always to be underftood, that in 
all 
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H aU Proon^ of This n^ure> there w:^ aS £ r m< 

II Jitriber Reference to a Future and a jB^/?fr 5^V. 

1 i Life. Th^s in the j j/A to the Mebrewiy '■''"^'^ 
i the J^uftlc a£|t)r«s, (hat j^abam under- 
i) tioo4 the prcqniled ipheritaace, to be laid 
I up6x him in that heavcoly city w^fb bat 
it fiundatiims, vfttfe Builder and M&ier is 
God. Thus the prophctidc . Tredition a- 
t mong the ajitiqnt j^cf^ tliat Jerufakm 
: JhetJd he built up -wiib Sapbirs, Tobit. xnl 
i 16; is bjr St j^ made the defcription 
I of That City of Gtd which cometb Jmvi 
Jrem Heaven, Thus our Saviour's Pro- 
Biii£> that tia Meek JhaU iidierit ibe Eartb, 
Maxt. V. 5 ; sqay w^li ^^ Reference at 
fcafi, if it be not cxpiofRy applied by 
him in his £rft intention, to That New 
Jfeaven and Nevit Earthy •wherein Ri^tte^ 
lujneft is to dweU for ever^ Thus, to men- 
tion but One InAance 'raoce; That £x* 
preflion of Essekiel, ch. xiii. 9. They 
Oiall not be in the AJfembly of my pecplty 
neitber Jhait tbey be written in ibe IVrititig 
tf tbi bwfe 6f Ifraely neitber jhall fbey 
enter into tbe . Xjond of Ifrael j cannot fce 
4oubted but that implicitly means the £ime 
ihing, jis, iij the Ncw-Teftament-^lan- 
,24 P^g^ 
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SERM.guaec, beine not •written in the Book of 
■XV. x.ife. 

^^'^f^. ^tbly and haftly. From the relative 
Antitbejii in the refpeftive parts of the 
. text i (3:ildren, obey your Parents in aS 
things ; and. Fathers^ prcnjoke mt' your 
Children to anger : 'Tis obfervable, that 
as mNature^ in the ^ame and conftni- 
dion of this foaterial Fabrick of the 
univeric, all operations of the parts (^ 
\ktter are mutual upoa each other, fer 
the Support and Pre&rvatipn of the 
Whole i fo in nm-aHty and rfUgion^ AH 
J}uties3ie of r^o^flCfl/OUigation, Whcrtr 
ever the Duty of the htferi^' is mcn^ 
tjoned, *ds always to be underftood that 
the Duty. of the Supenour is proportioi^! 
ably fuppo&d. Parents are to fuppor^ 
and be gende towards tbeic CUUien; 

Epii.vi.j bringing tbept up in the Nurture and jiAao- 
' nitim of the jjord. M^fiers arc to ocaft 
jService, not rigoroufly and cruelly, but 
with Mildnels, and according to the 
Terms contra£ted for. Governours in the 
Church ar^ not to lord it over the He- 
ritage of God, nor to affumc to thcmfdves, 
doniinioD ovef the Cooiciences of Men^ 
bu^ 
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tut, as feithfiil Stewttds of the MyfteriesS e r m. 
of God, to aflift men in underjtandin^ xhs XV. 
Wai of God, and to exhorl them conti- '^"^''^ 
wasA^y io praSife It in Peace and Love. 
Magijlrates are to govern according to 
diofe Inftraaions of Jolf, ch. xxix. 14, 
/ fmt on rij^teottfjieji, and it eJoathed me ; 
wy judgment ivat as a Robe and a Diadem. 
I was eyei to the B/ind, and feet was I 
to the Lame. I was a Father to the Poor j 
0nd the Caufe lehieb I knew not, Ifearched 
<iUt. Laffly, Princes, or Supreme Civil 
Gwemours, are to ule Power within the 
limits of Law and Reaibn : Confiderfng 
the admonition of the Author of the 
Book of Wifdom, ch. vi, 2, Give ear, ycu 
that ruie the people, and that glory in the 
tnultitude of Nations ; For Power is given 
you of the L^d, and Stmereignfy from the 
jBgheft i wl^ Jhall try your fForks, and 

jearcb out your Counfels : For he which 

is Lord over ^ J}:aH fear no man's per- 
pn, neither Jhall he fiand in awe of any 
num's greatnefs : For he hath made the 
fmall and great^ and careth for All a- 

JJ. Having 



=,GoogIe 



346 Tie l^^tur$ of Relathjs ^uttet. 

Skru. II. Having thus 4t laigc confideied 
^^* the feveral diftmS Partinhrs amtained 

V'^^'^ in the Teit : I fhall Now briefly from 
die Whole, deduce this Ge/teral Ohfer- 
y^Sioa ; diat the Due Perfc^tnance of the 
Relafive Ditties of Life, is a jsineipal 
Means of pbcuiui^ both the Bleifings of 
the prefent World, and the Happine& ai 
that wbicb is to cme^ As to the Hap- 
pinels of the Life tocwui the Vtvbc^ 
of 32w/ being annejc^d to the Obfen^nce 
of Jill God's Commandm^ts in genoal, 
needs not here be particijigrly enlarged 
upon: 'Tis TufBdently. jmjdied in thofc 
words of the Tcxt^ 72m is vxUr-pkaJhig 
unto the Lord. 3ut what in This cafe is 
pectdiarly remarkable, is, t^t the Ble^ 
iings and Happine& of the prefent Ldfiy 
are not onfy by the Promiie of God ov- 
fuxed tOj but even in the Nature of 
things do efientially conj^ in, the due 
Performance rf thefe Relative Duties. 
As, in the natural Body^ the Health and 
Preferrotion of the ff^k- depends upon 
every Part's perforaiing its proper office ^ 
So, in every political Society, Inferiows 
and Svperiours in alt the various ftations 

of 
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of Life dqwnd mttu^ify npon oacb other,SBRM. 
mid thc-Welfere of the Ifiiole upon the iXV. 
Duties of Bah. Sttpmtmny in die con- *J'VNJ 
fdentiaiis pcrfonnan(% of their Duty, are 
Uic PrateStn-f oad Guaniiatu of the Righ^ 
and ft op ett i es of 7h)^ behw them : And 
Ittferioitrs^ ading under a £enle of Duty, 
moved by Love end Reafon more than by 
Qm^i^n er Ffor, arc the moil fdid 
Support of the Authority and Peace and 
Hi^pinefi of Th(^e above them. The Cw- 
n^ion and De^ofdty of IVbnkind 
makes it mctjfarj^ by the inttnrention of 
Human Laws^ to compel men in fame 
meafwe to perform thefe refpedtive 
Duties: But a trae &nfe of niigion, 
and cf the Reafmahknefs and Ufifakeft 
end efistial Obligation of the Duties 
tbcm&lves, would oblige them l^ a mudi 
IbxKiger and fecurer Ti^ to do all the 
feme tilings freely and willingly, heartily 
and Jincertly, in puilifk and in private. 
which die beft and ynSeA Laws can but 
(xrnipel thofe who want fiicb a feafe of 
Rd^pn, fo do vnwiHing/yy JligM;y and 
fuper^ialfyy in fvbUck Jlppearance only^ 
and in :ibe Si^bt <f Men. Religion there- 
fore 
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Serm. fore and true Virtue, if they prevailed in 
^^* the Wodd, would obtain the ilme happy 
Ends/K/Zy and e^eSually^ which the beft 
and wifcft Laws can do but iff part i and 
Ijws are made only to fapply, in tltt bdl 
mahno: they can, the Want cf true Rieii- 
gion and Virtue among Men. The Law 
is ma made for a righteous man^ ' But for 
the lawkfs and dif^edientf for the wi' 
godly and for ptners, for the anbafy and 
the profane, . i Tim. i. 9. Did men nni- 
ver&lly, from a fenfe of the Hi^ and 
Reafm of the thing itfelf, live in an uni- 
form and conticntious Pcribrtnance cf 
the Rflative Duties of Life^ the Prophe- 
cies of Thxt Greit Happineis which un- 
der typical Reprefentations is foretdd as 
coming in tlie days of the Mtffias, would 
be UteraUy fulfilled : If jj. 4, liey fhidi 
heat their fwords into plwgh-Jberes^ and 
their [pears into prufiing-booh_ ; nation JbaU 
not }ift\ up fimrd againji nation^ neither 
Jloall they learn war any imre : And ch. Ii. 
iB, VioieKce Jhall m more be be^d^ in thy 
lavd, 'fwafiing nor defituBion nvifhin tbf 
krders', but thou Jhalt cqU thy JValls SaU 
'.•aticn, m/i thy Gates Praife : Thy 

fe^ 
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people alfo Jbail be M Righteous^ BuiSerm. 
however, even as diings Now are j would ^^^Xl, 
Superiowt in All Times and Places, who 
are the Great Example and DireSiion to 
the World, endeavour, ^cb in their re- 
ipe<3ive ftations,. to make ufe of That 
Power wherewith God has intfoAed 
them, always to the Prote^on and Sup. 
port of jRigbt ; the Benefits which would 
thence accroe to Mankind, even in this pie- 
ient imper&£t and cormpt State, would be 
jnconcavably Great. -2 Sam. xxiii. 3, I& 
that ruktb ever men muji be jufi^ ruling 
in the Fear of God : .4nJ bejkallbe as the 
Light tf the Mornings when the Sun rifeth, 
even a morning without clouds ; as the ten- 
der Grafs J^inging out of the Earth, hy 
clear ftdmng after Rain. And Pf. Ixxii. 
4, He Jhall judge the People according 

unto Rights and defend the Poor^ and 

pumjb the wrong-doer, He Jhall come 

down like Rain into afieece of PTool, even as 
the Drops that water the ^artb : In His 
time Jhall the Righteous flourijh, yea, and 
aiuadance of Peace Jo long as the Moon 
enduretb. 

SERMON 
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SERMON XVI. 

The Inconfiftency of the Love of 
God with the Love of the World. 



I Jo Hi ii. ij. 

Lnle ikH the Wirld^ nlitber thi 
things that »re in the World: 
If any man hoe the World, the 
Xjyve of the Father is not in him. 

■IE Great End and Defign of ^^ « M. 
Religion, is, by the Tryal of ^^'• 
mens Virtue and Integrity in^^^^^"^ 
the preient World, to quaGiy 
theA lor the Happinels of 
' That which is to come : That Uiey who 
have 
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352 7J^e Inconfifiertcy of the hove of 
SERu.bave been Faithful in a imall and tem^ 
XVI. porary Iru^ committed to them Hjt*; 
^^^'may hereafter be put in Pofleffion of a 
never-&ding Inheritance^ whidi (hall be 
tMr Own for ever. As our Saviour has 
largely and diftindly fet forth this mat- 
ter, in his Parable fk die Unjufi Steward^ 
Luke xvi. 

Mistaking this True End and Ih- 

fign of Reli^on, men have feUen into 

Two contrary Extremes: Some hawng 

fiamed to Themfdves Jitcb a notion of 

Reli^on, as is conf^ent with the Vices of ,. 

<^ this jffefent World j and Others on die 

contrary, fufb a raic as is not cmffiert 

with ibme of the moil amfiderable and 

X itaportant Db/i'm of tfift'. Some have 

placed the higheft Exce^ency of Rdi- 

^on in ■ retiring wholly jr<m the World, 

ib as to render them&lves altogether iife- 

Ayi in it : And Others, on the contrary, 

imagining. Religion prindpally to conIift_ 

in certain iwroi and Ceremonies, or in the 

• ■ Pfofeffion of certain Syjlems o? empty O- 

ptniomy indulge themfclvK in the R:ac- 

tice of known Immoralities, at the iame 

time that they arc moft zcaloufly reli- 

l^ious. 
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^ous. The proper Remedy for BothSeRu. 
thefe Mifiafces, is to endeavour to give ^^'* 
men ^ juji i(ka of the Nature of* True'"'''*'^ 
Rdigibn; and of the Influence it ought 
to have upon mehs whole Behaviour, writh 
regard, to the Worlds and to the things 
that are In it. For which Purpofe I have 
chofen thefe Vi(x6s of the ApoiUe : Love 
net the Wa-ld^ neither the things that are 
in the fTorld; If 4ay man kfve the World, 
the Lffve of the Father is not in him. 

I N diloMiding upon which words, I 
Aiall endeavfflir to ihoW| ifiy What the 
ApoiUe here nwans by the JVorUy and 
the Things that aft in it ; which he ex- 
horts us, not to love, zdly^ What That 
iow bf the Father is, with which the 
Zanie of the World is inconliftcnt. And 
^dlyt What are the principal Reafons and 
Motives^ upon which the Apoftic here fo 
earnefUy cautions men againft That Z.0W 
of the Worldf which he thus dcfcribes as 
inconfiftent with the Love of God. 

I. W H A T the Apoftle here means by 
the World, and by the Things that are itt~^ 
it, which he exhorts us Not to IctaCy he 
himfelf cxpreflly and dffcniftly cs^lains 

Vol. nU A a in • 
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3*54 ^^ Ihcmfifiency of the Love of 
S'ERM.m the Words next fotiowing the Tdcts 
XVI. por aU thai is in ihe ITorUy ^th U* 
^■^^'^/i^ Luji of tix Pidjh, arid the Lufi ofW 
Eyesy and the Pride of Life^ ii mi rf ibt 
Fatl>er, but is of the World. That K 
to fay: Not That Worid which God has 
created'^ or any of the things that he Has 
made in it ; but 7hdt 'world which . Si^-- 
ners have fafhioned to themselves, arid 
which is entirely the Worft of didr oWii 
Invention. Every Cfeaitire of God iS 
Godd\ and every thing diat y has mide 
may be m^e ufe of with Thahk^lvihg : 
, But there is an hndginary WhtMj whic& 
corrupt Minds have ftamed to theml^ve'i 
in Perverfcnefi, by Mufe and MifappUct^ 
tim of the good Cfeatures 6f God. An^ 
concerning the World in This fenfe of ffijj 
word, this Wicked Fwm and Fafliiort 6i 
a World, it may very well and property 
be iaid, what die Audior of the Book of 
V tf^fdom &ys cdnceming Death, ch. i, ij^ 
that God made it not : *Tis made entirely 
through Enmity to Ifiw, and in direit 
Oppofition to His Commands. The Par- 
ticulars of which tlie World in This fenfe 
conHfts; the iBicked and corrt^t Worlds 
which 
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which K not «f the Fatbo'^ vhlck is noSE-nu. 
pwi of the creKiort pf Godj. tdl tbe XVI. 
tHjigs that art m% as the Apoftlc hoc '•'^'^f^ 
cxprdles himi^ ai£ redoG^e undec Viree 
Hdds. 

Th^S Firjt, 18 the ^>e&x<i.a£ unimsful 
fkftfores ; all Ititemperanee and Debauch^ 
oji Lttxwiwjhefiy Dnmkemtefs and Uxb- 
'cktmarfs. And Thefe are ftyled by the 
■/ifcMc^ tbe Lufi ef tbe Flefli, because 
tfaey are the things into which men are 
hsriAl by Pagkn «»d Appetite, which 
is what the Scriptuce ftyke H^S^ ^ ia op- 
jpofition to the £X£btes of lUs/on tmd 
■ReligioMt whidi -is what the Scripture 
oils being led by the Spirit. All, the Good 
tiottgs of Lif^ which God bis aeated to 
be iigeyed . with Tempersnce wd Tbankf- 
givii^, , according to die Ends and Mea- 
furea erf Nature^ widiia the LiouU of 
■foa/m. Sobriety and Good taamert, and 
CMUiftent mth the more Noble Views 
And Xtnprovtoii»t& of Religion : All 1%e/e 
^'^^i^* i i^y, ate die Gifts and Bl^n^ 
«f Qedf vbo givetb us richly all things to 
*Jtjoy^ I 7V«. vj. 1 7. But when men, io- 
ftwd of govemiag tiieir Fa^ffms and Jp- 
^ a 2 . /e/^/^x 
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S E n u.pttites by Riafm, do on the contraiy fat 
^^^ fer their JEa^ to be o»e-raled by Puf- 
''"^'^JSmi mJ Jfpaitts; fab»ertmg the Mtu- 
nl Order of God's CSeatjon, and giving 
no attendon to thole Supcriour Faculties, 
which were ddigned to diftinguilh men 
from die Beafts Uiit pcri(h : fliEir Injoy- 
ments in This cafe are of Such a nature, 
that they can ndther pray for them Ap- 
fgrebandt nor return T&wii for them js/r 
tirwards, as Ble0ngs of Cod; bat are 
forced to reSeSt upon them with Shame^ 
whether they will or no j as being con- 
fiaous that thefe dungs proceed tut from 
thf Father and Creator of the Univcrfe, 
but from what the ApolUe here ftyles 
the World by way of oppofidon j liai 
IVorld^ whidi is an Enemy to God} and 
concerning which St Paul fpeaks, when 
he lays of Wicked men, that the God of 
This Worid has blinded their mnds^ 2 C&^ 
iv. 4. 

Th I s is the Krfi Particularj theLuJl 
of the Flefi. The Second Head, under 
which the Apoftle here reduces dl the 
things that are in the World, in the 
wicked and corrupt World, is ibattnlmo- 
ful 
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thd witb tie Love of the World. 357- 
fid Defire of Riches j the Defiie of XiV&i Sum 
by unjujlifable Meant^ and to m valu- .XVI. 
<j4& Purfefes. And thefe are here Ityled^^"^'^ 
/& I^ »^ /& Eyes i becaufe the Love of J 
Sides, asfiicb, and as it ftands here diAinr 
guiihed from Other vitious ailerons; the 
Cffoetout Defre of Riches for Riches fah^, 
without any regard to the True and B^ 
neficial Ufes of them j is hut feeding . ttf 
£ycs TOth a mere iruitleis View of un- 
{vbfilablc Treafure, with the empty Shows 
of Vanity and DKeiL Whtit GooiistBre, 
iays the Wiie Man, Eccks. v. j i, What 
Qpod is there to the Ovmers therecf, fm)ing 
the beholding of them vith their Eyes? 
There is One a^ne, iays he, and there is 
not a Sccsnd, ch. iv. 8, yea, he hath nei- 
ther Child, nor brother j yet is there no 
. end of a/l his Laimr, neither is his Eye 
fatisfied ■mlh Rides ; neither faith be, for 
whom do I labour, and berefve my foul of 
good! This is aifi Vanity. The Phrafc, 
neither is hit Eye fatisfied /with Riches, is 
the feme as what he eUewhere. exprefles, 
Prmi. xxvii. 20, Hell and deflniOion are 
never fullifo the Eyes of man are never 
fatisfied. And from hence have been de- 
A a 3 rived 
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358 fBe Inamfifien^ ^ tie Lovt ^ 
Se RM.ri7ed tJibfe partituJar manners i>f ^img 
XVI* 'm Scnpture, vihere lAberaltty is ftyled » 
JlJ^^ficjwftjfa/ "Eye, and a Single (or Opm^ 
9> Eyes and Ojvetotfneji, an ' fi^ftf ( er «^- 
gardly') Eycj and die iifcc. Wbcnew 
jycifj ?re defired arid cmpk^^ as fa- 
^tnupente of Xjood^ they -arc Tfeeii indeefi 
r«/ Sk^ngs'of ProviJhrux; Blejn^s » 
"Ac Pa/^^bn of "them, whom tfccy enaMc 
to have GrTfirf injbimce In promoting Ja- 
nice, R^hteoufncfs, Charity, and eroy 
■Other good 'Work in -&e World ; And 
We^ngs to OrfufTJ, who are I^rtakers of 
'the E^.5?j of thofe good -Infiumces. But 
whcp they are only what^ie Apoftk here 
iftyles the hu^ vf the Eycsj the Food 
either of Gmetoujhejs merely, ncitbout 
yici orpf y^rf^and "Folly^ in an /// Ufc 
of them : The Defire of them, in That 
fafe, is not an Appetkt oi God's creating j 
'Tis -not ^ the Father, but of the ff^orld\ 
''Tis the creature merely of a per-jertd 
Imaginatim. and of ra 'Corrupt W'ill; 'Tis 
a De^re that will perpetually put men 
.upon oBtainifig Wealth "by /// Methods, 
^4 upon employing it in nothing Good. 
. The Temptations tim ^X" Appetite ex- 
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Gmd with the Lap^e of the W'orld. ^59 
po&s .men iQ, a;^ .the Foundation of great S b jt u. 
Corruption, ^They th^t ipiU be rkh^ (lays ^^I* 
the Apoftle.) /jtf into Temptation and a''^'^^'^ 
Sn^£t and into mmy Joolijh and hurtful 
loifiit v^cb drown wri in deJlruBion an4 
perdition : For tite Zavf of Money is th» 
Root if aU Bvii: Which while Some co- 
veted after ^ fb^ bffix erred from the 
^ai^by and ^erced the^ehes through ncith 
^any Sorrows : Th^t is, they have expo- 
fed themfelves to be fcduced into fuch 
corrupt PraiSicesj the avoiding whereof 
is That Part of true Religion, which St 
James calls a man's keeping bimfeif unfpotted 
from the PTorld. 

The Third IJead, under which the 
Apoftle here r?d)ices .all the things that 
.are in the 1VorJd\ ip the wicked and cor-- 
rupt JVerldf confidered as oppofite to God-, 
je Affdiiiion, ox t^e unlawful Defire of 2)0- 
mirJm tmd Power. And This is.here ftyled 
|:)y the Appftle the Pride of Lifiy becaufe 
both the Defire of obtaining Power by an- 
righteofis methods, .and the Plea fur e of ex-^ 
ercifng it in ways of jnfolence and Oppref- 
fion, have their whole Foundation in Pride ; 
in a prefumptuous Imagination, that Right 
and Reafon and Equity are things of No 
A a 4 reaiityj 
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360 The Inconfifiency of the Love of 
SiKK. reality, and which may at any time giv©- 
^5X!*,plM» K> Our WiUs and Pleafurei. Power, 
confidered in itfelf, as derived from God 
|he Fountain of Power, and as bong the 
Gret^ ^rument of ibciuing ^gbt and 
Jufiice in the Worfd; is indeed juffly 
valuable^ and moft rcafonably attended 
^th the Higheft Maits of Dignity end 
E^eem, Upon which account, not only 
Jngeh in Heaven, but Magifirates alfo 
upon Earth, arc in ibme paflages of Sav 
pture called Godi; and God bimfelf is, 
upon the iiime ground, ftyied by jintimt 
Writers the * Fountain of Divinity : 
Not, the Fountain of the Deity^ as the 
words were in after-times ignorantly mi£. 
appUcd: (For Thftt, is ftyling God^t 
fountain of Himfelf; } But the Fountain 
pf Divinity,, meaning all That Dignity^ 
Authority and Power, which is in Scrip- 
ture at any fime afcribed cither to Angeh 
or to JMi-ff. Power^ I fey, \r 7bis fenfe, 
^ derived from God, and exerci&d to 
His Glory, and to the Bene6t of the 
Wwld} is indeed gready valuable, and 

• rr/* 5i{»ii*-, not wrn ri ©«'■. See, Itaij $» 
pr. Wueiluid'i Dtfinet, p. 5, 48, ,49, 119. Ana, Oi- 
/ir^itnt ^J)t. Waierlandj i4DtftHit, p. jj. 

maSt 
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God with the Love of the World. 361 
moft juftly attended with all poffibJcSEBM. 
Marks of Honour and Regard. ButtfieCe- ^^^* 
Jre of Pmeer for the Purposes of Jjj^tkn 
<mly, and for the PUefure of bearing Rule ; 
is what the Apoftle here, with great Pro- 
jwiety and ftridtecfs calls Ihe Pride of 
Life; which is not of the Father, hut of 
the World. Tis 'that Pride, or rbat fet- 
ting up of Self-fFill in oppofition to Rea~ 
fon dnd E^ity, which is die Ground and 
Foundation of alnooft every Immorality. 
Th& ■ Intemperances and Debaucheries Men 
arc guilty of, for want of Government of 
ThemJeheSy are mdi property indeed in- 
cluded undw the Firjl Head, which is the 
Lu/l of the Flejh. The Second Bead, 
which is the Luft of the Eyes, or the 
Coveto^ Dejire of Riches for Riches Ikke, is 
elfo frequently the ocailion of much corrup- 
tion^ of many and great particular JBs of 
Jnjufiice and Hardjkip towards Others. But 
the m(A general and extenfioe caule of an 
ba&itualfy injurious and ef>p-ejhe Tem- 
po:, is This Pride of Life ; this Love of 
Power, L>onttnaticn, and SelfWiU. From 
hence ufiially arife Wars, ■ Defoktiomy Ty- 
ramaesy and all the Great, Extcn^Cy 
-and Mercikfs apprejms, which totally 
extingiufli 
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SERM.oEtiDguifli :th«t univerfel BenoTolwce ,tt>- 
^^ wards Mankind, wtiiqh ]» tiie Chmfy (Or 
prdented in Scriptare g^s dfe fvij^iag fff 
the whole IjOw, To t^c ^me Caiiie 9^ 
j^e owing gCDcrally, fW ^ Gre»t Qre«i»f 
of <mr Dofy towards Qc4. For, ^"^v^ 
ariles That finmge Nfg^gmce and V^a^ 
ftmeda^ for the Dilcoy^ry of tt'^i 
w^^ich is the Caufe of altnoll: aV the Ii^ 
ligion and -Superftid(»t in the Wprid \ but 
from this Fri^ of imagining, that our 
own WiUs^ PUafurtf ^^pd Faffipm^ arc 
Guida preferable to the Riafm and tniih 
of things ? And whence. comes it to pafi, 
that fo many mmflrmjly ahftird C^fuaionf 
and ^oktrem FraSiices have prevailed in 
the Nations of the World ; contrary to-all 
.Uie cQmp3on Senje and JR£afiin of Muk 
Jund, ccHftrary to the ■natural £>i(3aEes d 
■every plan's own Cmfcimctt and 'm opptv 
:fition to the protoftatbns and perpetual 
Endeavours of all Rational and Kirt^fus 
JMfcn : Whence, I iay, has This come to 
pds } . but, that it has beft fervcd the ?vsr 
fjofes of ^itbition and Tyraawfy to kc^ 
-Men in fuch Ignorance by all poffiUc 
^mit^ and in the oontmuance of ii^ 
;Fraeiices by all tfic frucl Methods of Vior 
hue? 
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4em;e ? ' JiM Ti» m*y ahi^^ijl^dy ^(EccSb b m. 
«fiff .cxpUfiattan of j^ fj^ Pvticulv; XVI. 

jE^ ^i^j fb«f,.^ff in. the (^/(/, -.wbif^ 
^JlP fiifh) ssc^^ tbe JPfitker, hid if tke 

iH. Jam -jo -<;(Mifida' W^ Thj^ ,L«i»f 
,^ ihe Fatker is, [wi^h which die .Lo^e <f 
jS)e IVorid is ;hei;c declared -to 'be incor^ft- 
.«pt Mapy there w-fi, ffho by this phrafe 
■pf lowig God, feepfi to ha,ve meant nothit^ 
■fporc than & mere fpeculati'oe imagineaion, 
itn unintelligihle -fntb^^allic^ Wfirmtb of Af- 
jv£liotti SL notional a^ra£f Zeal ; fomatimes 
mtbdrawing Men wholly into a retii:^ 
tnent from -the naoft a/^/ jD»?tf j g^ iy£^, 
and'ibinfitimes not •mtbdr.^wing i^m frtxfi 
thp Fitious PreSIices of the W-t^ld, JBpt 
|he -Sf^pture-fenib of JW/;^ God^ is ex- 
l«flly declared to be the Keeping bis Com- 
mmdments^ the looking upon Bim as ovir 
Su^eme Gcfvertmrt and moft BoutiitJ^l 
BaufaSor ) 4^ a Be^on^le Gaveraour, 
whofe Commands ^re to be obeyed not on- 
ly oqt of Neceff^^y .bqt .out of C&otcf, 
Yfith cheerfulnefs iu^d 4^Sfion^ in fr^- 
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SttLtt.rfHce to every thing that would ci^oe 
XVI. Its tp tran^re& ihem. And This bdi^ 

^^^ihc cafe, the reafbo immediately an^ 
evidently appean, why, if- any mm 
hfoe tht World, the WirU tn the fenfe 
already exj^aincd, the Leve of the iv- 
tber cannot be in bint. For, in the Na- 
ture ci Things, wherc-ever two incooiift- 
ent Ob^efls o^ theoiJitflvcs in ca^Ktition, 
the Oi^e£i preferred is the Ol^eB !>• 
. ved; and the prc&ning or choofing <»ie 
before the other, is mamieftly inccmfiftrat 
with preferring the Other bef<ve Th^ 
If ary Man therefore kves the World, 
That World here defcribed by the Apoftle, 
which is mt of the Father \ the Love of 
the Father cannot poilibly be in Urn : For 
m man can ferve Two Mafters, Of neccf- 
fity he muft either hate the one, and love 
the Other ; or elfe hit muft bold to the o- 
ther, and defpife the firft: He canmt feroe 
God and Mammon, ftifett. vi. 24. What- 
ever be a man's uldma^ View and Aim ; 
■ ( a$ every man always has Jme fHincipal 
and ultinwte View -, ) by This will the ge- 
- Acrality, at leaft of the. Material AAions 
•of -his h£ct always be determined. If the 
Love 
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Ixwc of trmb and 'Rxajm and Bights (or,S e r m. 
which is the feme thing, a Regard to the ^^^ 
God of Truth and Right, ) be his ^otktw- ''•^^^ 
ing Frirmpk-j his Dejh-es after, and his 
Ufe of, the PUafures^ Ricbesy and Power 
of 7bis Worlds will . acawding to the na- 
tural Order and Defign of God's creation, 
always be regukted by, and made fuhfer- 
viettt to, thofc Greater and more Noble 
Ends. On the craurary, if thcle things, 
not as they are & the ic-orii/, but as they 
are 0/" the -world, and net of tbe Fatber ; 
if thcfe things, in the manner they arc 
here defcribed by the Apoftle, the Lufi 
of the Flejh, the Lufi of the Eyes, and the 
Pride of Life ; be the Objeft of a Man's 
Defires, principally and ultimately, as the 
omm End which he has continually in 
View ; it cannot be but he will purfiie 
has PUaJiff-es, without r^ard to the limi- 
tadoDs of Reafon and Religion; he will 
h«^ up unto himfclf Riebes, by Methods 
inconfiftent with Jufticc, Equity and Cha- 
rity i he will indeavour to raife him&lf 
to l&nour by mean and unwathy Com- 
pliances J and he will make Ufe of Power 
to arbitraiy and unrea&inable PuipoJes. 
And 



..gniod., Google 



366 7ie tni^fifiincy ff thi Levi sf 

SiRM.And for 'Tiis caiife^ tfaift &it^s a^ ]tk 

^j^^^Saiptni* re^fenBd sis Mug Enemki » 

^^^Ga*: So ttat, i/Mf miMhtx the ffVM 

li« Xotk ^ ife Faibrr is Dot iitHm WMt 

K^d a Plafift in patticulai-, (he Apo' 

Rom. >ii ftk St PmI exhom : / ^^^^ ydii, brt- 

'■ /*«■«(, i>)i thi Mtrnts if QU, tlM ye fn^ 

fait your Bodiet a IMtlg Stsrijhe, t«fy, 

McefUtbU toita Qodj ^ehkb is yotv u^ 

naiit Service ; arkt Mf tM conformed t* 

Rom. »iii 5*'' If*!^ •■ For ••» Casual mind is «i. 

7- t/tity a^dinfi God j fof it is twt fulyeS to 

tin Ltn> if Gtd, mifber indeid UK be : 

St then they tbat tiri in the Pk/kj cOnflU 

fhafe Gad. And St Peter, i Pet. i. 13, 

14. Be foher^ — ^— oJ obodieut tbihclrmi 

Not faflmning yoarfehies accofding ti the 

formr Lufis, in your ignorance ; Bat^ as 

lie whieb bath c/iHed ym is My, fi bete 

iioly in aU nniner of cctmerfation. And 

Bt jMies, ch. iv. 4: Te Milterefs mi 

MJtereJJh ; ham ye not, tbM tie Frieni- 

flip if the World is Snmty witi God I 

^f^hfbever therefore vnll be a Friend of tise 

WtrU, is the Emmy of God. In UIk man- 

iw with regard to Ricbes : In the fat 

£ige befiire-dted, tbty tbal mill bf Sieb, 

I laith 
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fiuiJi StPfl»/f tHat is, Aey who ni^SERM. 

^ilff f^b Tempiatid^ dmf a Snaret and in-^''^'^^^ 
to fntiny F&Mfti and Utrtful ■ Jjufis, tvhicb 
drown mh in deftruSHon and Perdittm^ 
i Tini. w; 9. And therefbrt in the feme 
chapter j wr. 17. he mentions Trufting in 
Riches arid Irufiif^ in the Living God, 
as direct Opp^ies to each, other. Laftly, 
with Regard to the Hmoars and Efieem 
erf" Mir^ and dft twrupt and UnwOTthy 
GtanpEances, by whiiA the Pride of Life 
Ifcads Men to aini at F^e Reputation and 
Powers 2^0 7 (feyj the Apoffle) ftek to 
pkafe men? for if I yet . pleafed Men, I 
Jhould tiot he the Servant of Chrijl, 
Gd. i. 10. 

In This fcnfe therefore, arid for fhej^ 
Caujes, it is, that the Love of the World, and 
the Ume of God, are in the Text declared 
to be iriconMent widi each other. And as 
He who kves the fhrld, the mded Worid 
in the ienle now plained, cannot have 
the Love of ibe Father in hint : So, on 
the reverfe, if any Man has the Love ff 
the Father in him, that is, ads fteddity 
and imriioTes^ly upoii the Principles of 
.1 Troth 
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SEBU.Truth and Virtue; to H/ffl will the {T^n^, . 
XVI. ^ ncicked and corru^ part of the World, 

^^"^^"^ neccflarily bear a Hatred, Jc^. xv. 19. ^ 
ye were oj the Wm-Ui the World ivadd 
hue his rjon > but hectare ye are not of the 
Worlds but I have cbofen you md of the 
Wirld^ therefore the World batetb you. And 
ch. xvil 14. Tbe World hath bated them, be' 
cau/e they are not oj the World, The Rea- 
Jon and Ground of wluch Procedure, 15. 
excellently exprei&d by the Author of the 
Book oi Wifdom^ ch. ii. 12. Bec/n^e.the 
Righteous is not for Our Turn, and he is 
clean contrary to mir Doings i be i^hrmd^ 
etb us with our amending the Law^ and ob' 
jeBetb to our Infairy the Iranf^effims of 
our education. He frofejfeth Jo have the 
Knowledge of Gody an d ■• • -vjos made to 
reprove our Thoughts, 

III. The liird and LaA thing I pro- 
pofed, was to confider the Reafom and 
M^ives upon which the ApofUe here fo 
earnefUy caudons Men againfl: that Lovf 
^ of the Worldf which be thus d^feiibes as; 
buxMififtent with the Low of God. Its 
Jbtconfiftency with the Lmte of God, that is, 
of our Supreme Good and uUim^e Hi^ 
^nefs i 



..gniod., Google 



God with the Love of the World. 369 
^iufi\ is itlelf Om prindpal and fiifiicieatSi ru. 
il/flftw. But TUi and all other Motives ^VJ. 
whatfoever, arc included w, or reducible^^^^^ 
to, what the Apoftle alleges in the words 
following my Text, ver. 17. Tie world 
pafetb (rway, and the Lufi thereof-^ ha He 
that doth the Will of God, aUdetb for ever. 
There can be nothing in ^bis World 
worth purchaling at the Expenfe-of in- 
curring the Divine dlipleafiire. Yac all 
the things that are in the World, even 
thofe that are innocent, much more the 
StTful ones here mentioned by the Apoftle, 
are obtained with unealine^ and much 
Uncertainty, are pojfejfed with much 
Mixture of Diflatisfadtion, are preferred 
widi continual Fear and Hazard of lofing 
them i And, when poilelled in the high- 
eft PerfefHon, and for the longeft Period, 
muft of neceflity jafe away in a very few 
years, to return no more for ever. That 
Habit of Mind, which is founded in the 
Lcfve of Truth^ and in the PraBice of Vir- 
tue^ is the only Thing that will continue 
and improve for ever into a complete fe- 
licity in the eternal Kingdom of God. 

Vol. III. Bb S E R- 
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SERMON XVII. 

The FoUjr of mocking at Sin. 



P R o V. xlv, 9. 
Fools make a Mock at Sin. 

IH E R E is nothing, concern- S e r m, 
ing which Men of. great Spi- XVIl. 
rits are more apt to make a'-''"^'^^ 
wrong Judgment, dian con- 
cerning the Nodon and true 
^tttnt of Courage and Magnanimity. 
Course, is a Braveneis of Mind, confifl- 
ing and Ihowing £:>rth it&lf in a jitA 
Contempt of Danger. And becaufc this is 
a Virtue moA uiliaUy found in men of bei~ 
B b 2 ter 
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37 3 7"& Folly of mocking at Sin. 
St KM, ter eondttim^ and of a good education i it 
^^ js therefore generally accompanied with 
niOTC reputation and bonouTy with mart 
Faiue and EJieem in the World, than moft 
Other fingjc Virtues. For This reafon, 
thole who are not indued with this Vir- 
tue, are yet very defirous of being ibougbt 
to be fo} and, as That which is moft 
ejieemed is always moft in danger of being 
cowiterftitedy Falfe Courage is very apt to 
iupply the Place and the Want of True. 
Vat there is a Courage, which de&rves 
not That Name ; and there is a Hardinels, 
whidi is not a Virtue^ but a Vice. Some- 
thing of this nature there may be obferv- 
ed in the inftance of almoft every Vir- 
tue. St^erjiition, and Forms, and out- 
ward Ceremonies, too ufually fupply the 
place of true Piety towards God. Cove^ 
teoufnefs calls itfelf Frugality ; and the 
name of Generofity often covers the real 
crime of Profufenefs, The moft unchri- 
ftian Vicxs of Uncbaritablenrfs and Perfe- 
(ution frequently pa& under the Title of 
Zf'ili ^d Xjove towards God, is ( in fome 
men's opinion ) excellently exprsfled by 
Batred towards thdr Brethren, towards 
Men 
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Men very often much more pious thanSERM. 
themfelves. Thus . Hkewife in the cafe of,^5T\ 
Ceuragei FooUbardimfs too often puts on 
the Garb of This Virtue ; and a fenfelcfe 
p~etetjding to defpifey what ought not and 
cannot be deQ>ifed, fervcs inftead of really 
contemmng fuch Dangers, as ought to be 
contemned. Now the way to diftinguijh 
rightly, when Courage « really That Vir- 
tue which the Name denotes, is to confi- 
der carefiilly its true Definition : Which, 
( as I before obferved, ) is this ; 'Tis a 
Greatnefs or Bravcnefs of Mind, confifting 
and (howing forth itfelf in a jufl: Qmtempt 
of Danger, Where therefore the Con- 
tempt of Danger is juji and 'well-groundedt 
there fuch Contempt is the True Virtue 
of CcHirage, a True Greatnefs and Brav©^ 
ry of Mind : But where die Contempt of 
Danger is neither reafmabie nor juji, there 
h is not Courage, but Fool-bardinefs and 
}&i4mf%. For want of obferving this 
plain di{tin£tion it censes to pafe, that 
whereas it is True Greatnefs and Bmvery 
of Mind, for a Man to hazard his Li& in 
the Defence of his Chuntty, in Defence of 
the common Kigkts and Liberties of Man- 
B b 3 kind. 
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S E R M kind, in (^polibon to the unjufl Invafions 
XVII. (£ ambitioiis T^antSt and the Great Op- 
^"^'""^^ freffari of the World; commpt ef Dan- 
ger^ in This cafe, being ju/i and well- 
gramdeJ, becanic a Man ha^ds Himielf 
for the Publick Benefit^ and for the pre- 
venting a much greater end more extenfim 
Evil than the Ixsfs of his own fingle life : 
From hence pafHonate and unreafonable 
Men ignorandy call it Courage, to ha- 
zard their Lives in their own private 
parrels; where Contempt xf Dimger h, 
on the coitfrftcy* neither reafonnbk nmr 
juji ) becaufe, neither is the Danger at all 
needful to be run into, ncv is the Boiefit 
^opofed to be obtained by ir, in any man- 
ner equal to the Evil hazarded. Again : 
Whereas it is True Grcatnefs of Mind, to 
be above all vun SttperJiitionSj to de^fe 
all &lfc and groundlek Jm^giJiatimsy t^ot 
to be terrified with empty Phantoms, nor 
fear where no Fear it ; hence weak and 
pro&ne Kfoi have ridiculoufly attonp.ted, 
to caufe it to be looked upon as a fnece 
of Courage and Gallantry, to defpife the 
real Differences of Good and Evil ; to 
mock at Truth jn common with Errour, and 
at 
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at Reiigioh and Virtue equally widi 5«^-Se r m- 
fiition ; to affeft to be ah(roe the Obljga- ^Vli. 
tions even of the moft reafonable and bc^^^^^ 
ce£ary Laws^ without wl^ch no Order^ 
no Government, no Peace could poflibly 
fabiift in the Wraid ; lafUy, to dare zw- 
dauntedfy to revtU the Maker of dl ibings, 
and ftiow their Fearlefnefs even . of ^rf 
bimjelf, by openly trampling upon his 
Commandments in their Ziv^f, and te- 
pFoaching his Name by vain Oatbs and 
profane Speeches. The Fortitude of thefe 
Men, is like that Courage of a Soldier, 
who not daring to do his common Duty, 
ag^nft the publick Enemy, (faould be 
perpetually (homng his Prowcfi in btave-i- 
ly refufing to obey the Orders c£ his pro- 
per Commander. And the Libet^y .ThcSa 
Heroes in Vice promife to their Followers, 
in difcharging them from all Obligations 
of Virtue, and from all Fear of God, is 
excellently defcribed by St Peter^ in his 
2d epiftle, ch. ii. 18. Ulxn they fpeak 
great fweUing words of Vanity^ tbey allure 
tbro^ the Lufis of the Flejh^ tbofe that-neere 
clean efceped from "Them who live in Er- 
rour; fVhile they promife them Liberty^ 
P b 4 they 
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Si B M,^ thea^ha are the Strvartti of Ccrrup' 
^yjjv/w«i For 9f ukem a mm is overcoaUi ej 
the fame is be brought in iondage. thde 
are die pcrfonsj who, in the wor^ and 
bigbejl Scnie (^ the phrafe, nuie a Mock 
of Sift i and who are acxordingly in Scrip- 
ture reprdented as being guilty <^ the 
worji and higbe^ degree of Fblfy. Fools^ 
that is, tbofe who in a fit^idar manner, 
»id by way of eti^ha^ or diftindion a- 
hve all Others, deiervc the Name of 
Focd^ are They which mab a Mock at 
Sin. Weaiueffes there ixz m all Men; 
and the JVIi^ are too crften guilty of fuch 
Adions, as would in ^dfaieis rank them, 
in tboie partictilars at leaft, among the 
Uawife. But die con^kat charader oi 
FoUy, or that which renders a Man tn his 
•u^ie denominadcNi, according to the 
Scriptore-fcnfe, a Fool; is the making a 
mock at Sin. Not, bang deluded into it 
hf Igtterance or Mi/lake i Not, being ie- 
doced into it by Luuhertatey or SurpHze ; 
Bu^ kmwi^gfy and deliberately looking 
upon it as a trivial mafter; mocking at 
it as a thing barmUJs, and of no great 
Danger-y This is the proper Effencet This 

(if 
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( if I may fo fyeak ) is the TerfeBim of S e » m. 
fsiify. NeTertbekis, becaufc even of ^j, XVII. 
dicre are Differences and Degrees ; and of '^'''''*^ 
the Mxkers here fjwken of by the Wife 
^n, there are Dtverje Hndsi I fhall 
therefore in the fc^owing Difcourfe indea- 
vour briefly, but diftinftly, to ihow, i^. 
What is meant more particularly^ by ma- 
mng a Modt at Sini zdly. Upon what 
^wnds or^eafmif \fcn are tempted to 
be guil^ of the feveral d^rees of This 
Vice; and %dly^ How weak all thofc 
Gbxxinds really are. and how great the 
Ftdfy of AAing upon them. 

I. I N the Tirfi place, as to the es^lica- 
tkm of the Phrale, making a Mock at 
Sitti there are three forts of Sinners, who, 
in their feveral Degrees, may jufUy be 
charged with This Guilt. Of the 

i^, and highe^ D^;ree, are thofe whom 
I have pardy already defaibed, who 
eileem it a piece of Cowage to deipife all 
Religion, and a Greatnejs of Mind to de- 
ride all the Obligations of Virtue. Thefe 
are the Perfons the Plalmift means, when 
he d^Etndy rifes by Steps in his deferipti- 
on of Sinners, from the loweft decree 
of 
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SiRM.of Wickedncfs to the highcftj Pf, \. u 
XVII. Bkffed is the man^ that bath mt walked in 
^^'"'^^ the Comfel (^ the ungodlyj nor flood in the 
vsay of SiftnerSj and bath not iat in tie 
Seat of the Scomfiil. The Scornfiil, are 
diofc whom the [^(^het Jeremy repte- 
Jents under the Jame Character, and in the 
Ufe of die fame word, as the WKe MaA 
in the Text, ^. xv. 17. -^ fat not in 
the AJemhfy of the Mockers. To fit (the 
wwd tifed both by yeremab and by the 
PfaltTiifty ) fi^afies a fixt, determinate^ ff 
curty rejoktte eibib^yhsncnt in a HaHt of 
Wickcdnels -, whereas -walking, or fand-- 
ittgy in the way of Sinners, reprefcnts on- 
ly particular wicked ASions. And the 
Seat of the Scornful, ( which is the Pfal- 
mifi's phrafe, ) fignifies the ISgbefl Power 
and Dominion of Impiety. Juft as our 
Saviour in the Revelations, elegantly de- 
fcribes the Tyranny of the Anticfariftian 
Church, by calling it The Throne of Sa- 
tan; Rev. ii. 13. 1 know thy works, and 
iSere thou dwelkfi, even where Satan's 
Seat, ( in the Original it is, -where Satan's 
Throne ) is. The Perlbns who, in fhis ■ 
fenfc, make a Mock at Sin, are the •-(^- 
theijis^ 
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tbeijis^- and the openly Profane ^ ThofcSERM. 
who thinfc it ffit^ to turn the moft feri- ^Y'^' 
ous matters into Ridicule ; and commit 
the moft unjujl and unrighteous AStionSy 
without Any reluffcancy ex ^horrence. 
TTiefc ire the Perlbns whom Sohmon de- 
fcribes, Prov. x. 23. Jb is as Sport to a 
Fool, to do Mifchiefi and ch. xxvi. 18;, 
As Mad-man who cajleth Firebrands^ 
Arrows and Death j fo is the Man that de^ 
ceroeth his Neighbour, and faith, Am not 
I in Jport f The Jame fort of Pcrfons, arc ■ 
in the New Tejlament mentioned by St 
Jade, ver. 17. of his Epiftlej Remember^ 
laith he, the "words •which were fpohn be* 
fore . of the Apojlles of our Lord- Jefus 
Chrift, how they told you there fhould be 
Mockers in the laji time, who flmdd walk 
after' their own tin^dly Lujls. ■ ■ ■ 

T H E T who think it an OhjeSiion a- 
gainft the Truth of Chriftianity, that 
there flionld be found, even in the Wwld 
that calh itfelf Cbriftian, fo much Open 
Profanenefs and Impiety as there is ; may 
do well to obferve, how difiinStly thefe 
things are foretold in the New Teftamentj 
and" confequently that die FulftlHng of 
2 them 



.,gniod.,GoOglc 



380 Tie Folly of mccking at Sin. 

SEnM.lbfm is not an Argument agmttfi, but a 
XVH. ftrong Evidence _/«r, die truth of revealed 
^-''^'^ReUgion. 

idly. The next fort of Sinners, wlio 
may juftly be charged with making i 
Mock at Silt, are tho&, wlio do not in* 
deed in ^erjs, like Thofe beibie-mcD- 
tioned; but yet, in their jiSlions, do c- 
qually bring Contempt upon Religion. 
In their Prcfejkm they pretend to Mnii 
in God, but their Prailia is the lane 
with that of jftbeifls and Infidth. Thefe 
are elegantly defcribed by St Paul, Tit. i. 
16, 'they profeis, that thty know Cod; 
liut in Works tlxy deny him ; being do- 
fftlnable, and difabedient, and unto every 
good vjork reprobate. This praEiical In- 
jUt upon religion. This Contempt of Vir- 
tue and Goodnefs in mens Livei and 
jWiottt, is as realh/ in the Sight of God, 
though not fo offo^iy in the Eye of the 
World, a making a Mixk at Sin, in the 
Senle of the Text ; as the moft frofant 
Speeches even oC profeffed Jtbeills. 

■^dly. To mah a Mack at Sin, may, in 
the lafi place, fignify, entertaining fo 
jligbt an Opinion of die Evil and Dan- 
ger 
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ger of S!n> as makes men who are notSz^w. 
cnrirciy profligate, yet content themfelves XVII. 
with difiant refolutions of future Rc-^'''^*'"^ 
pentance, and in the mean time Ipeak 
Peace to them^ms in the Pradice of 
Unrighteoufnds, or ia die Injoymcnt of 
unlawfiil Plealiires. This may ptjperly 
enough be called, though not in £> bigb 
a lenle as the fbrementioned InAences, a 
fia^ng a Mock at Sin. *Tis zfeeming to 
be afraid of it, and yet twt reaily aUior- 
ring it. 'Tis ending voluntarily into the 
Snare of the Devil, and yet not daring 
to refblve to continue in it. 'Tis running 
into a Danger, with a Defign to come 
out of it again j at a Bird bafietb to the 
Sttorey and humetb not that it is for his 
Life. In a wwd ; 'tis playing with the 
Inftruments of Death, and fporting with 
De/iruBion : for want of ferimfly and in 
eameji confidering, what a ditadiiil thing 
it is to &1I into the hands of the Laving 
God, whde Wrath is a confuming Fire. 
The Deicription of Ltviatban in the Book 
of 3%^, ch. xli. 5, may very naturally be 
applied to This Purpofe ; Wilt thmfiay 
with bimas with a Bird? «r loilt thou 
bind 
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S E R M.^jui him for thy maident ? Shali the Can- 

^"* • pamommekea Ban^t of bim? Jhali tbey 

^^^^"^part bim among the Mercbanti ? Canjl tbou 

JUl bis Jkin -with Varied irons^ or bis Head 

^tb Fijb-^ars ? Lay tkine band ufon him, 

remember the Battle^ ih no more. 

II. And now, havbg fhown partica- 
larly, what is meant hy this phraie of 
making a mock at Sin ; I proceed, in the 
2d place, to conlider upon what Grounds 
or Reafms men are tempted to be pulty 
of the feveml d^rees of this Vice. And 
i/. As to thofc Sitters in the Seat ef 
the Seomjiili thofc profane Spirits, who 
eiliccm it a mark of Ccurage to defpife alt 
Religion, and a Greatnefi of mind to de- 
ride all <he Obligations of Virtue : The 
only Ground 'Tbefe liave to go upon, is 
Atheifm and Infidelity. Either they muft 
difbelieve the Being of God, and difclaim 
all difference of good and evil, and re- 
nounce in general all expedlation of a fu- 
ture State ; or at leaft they muft rejedt all 
divine Revelation, caAing behind them all 
the Promifcs and Threatnings of God, 
and denying that he will ever judge men 
according to. their Works. This js excel- 
lently 
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Icntly reprefented to us ty St Peter, jASerm. 
his Second Epiftle, ch. ui. 3, There Jhall X^IL 
come^ £uth he, in the lafl days Scoffers^ vVN* 
waScifig after their own Lufls^ and faying. 
Where is the Fromifi «f bis cdming? For 
Jirtce the Fathers fell afleep^ all things con- 
tinue as they were, from the Beginning of 
the Creation. Tlw Perfbns the ApofUc ■ 
here defcribes, looked upon all things as 
gcung on, it ieems, in a conilant and n&- 
ceflary Courfe of Nature : One gcDeradrai 
of men palled away, and another came 
in the room of it : but the World remain- 
ed ftill as it was ; And thus, for oug^t 
They knew, thii^ m^t hold oo 6x 
ever. The thing -jjbicb Hatb been, they 
thought, is That v>hicb Shall be; andEcdi. g. 
that which L dene, is .Ihat which JhaU 
be done j and there it m New thing under 
ihe Sun. Upon This foundation, the feme 
kind (£ Debauchees argue ^yith them- 
felves in JU A%t& -, Let us eat and drink,^ 
for to morrffw we die. Come ye, fay tbey^ 
I will fetch wine. If. Ivi. 12, and we mil 
Jill ourfehes with firong drink, and to 
momm Jhail he as This day, and much 
laore abundant. There is a moft elegit 
de^- 
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SsRH.de&ription of This Ibct of Sinners, in 
XVII. the zd chapter of the Book of wifdm, 
^^^^'vcr. I, Ibe Ungodhf faidy rtafming with 

tianfehxs but tut aright ; We are bom 

at all adventures, mid we JhaU be here- 
after as though we bad never been ; for 
the Breath in our Nojhils is as fmoak, 
and a Uitk fpark in the mving of our 

Beart r Come on therefore^ let us enjey 

the good things that are frefent, and kt 
us j^eSly ufe the creatures like as in 

youth : Let us opprefs the poor, rigbte- 

ms man, let us not fpore the widow, nor 
reverence the gray hairs of the aged'. Let 
our Strength be the Law of Jufitce, for 
that which is Feeble is found to be nothing 
wrtb. Thus the imly foundation This 
kind of Mockers btuld upon, is the Hope 
that there will be m fixture ftate, w judg- 
ment to come, 

2dfy, The JeconJ fixt j tfiofe who pre- 
tend to believe a God, and another life 
after this, and yet live as vitioufly as if 
they believed it not. The manner of Tbeje, 
js to flatter thcmfelvcs with a Notion, 
that Sin h not of Ca dangerous a nature, 
as dw Preachers of the Gofpcl reprcfent 
iti 
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k 3 t&tt Morality y or Bjg^teou&e& (^Serm. 
Life, is not abfolutely of indhpenfebte ^^|J'|JJ\ 
hnjxjrftnce j and that God "v^ be Very^^^ 
wdl latiaged With a Pah» of Oodlfni:^,' 
Xvidi a ^Tftf/ for t^amn and D^n^iea^ 
of Religion, thot^ not accompanied witH 
Moral Virtue. \And then "" 

%iiyy A s to the J^ fort of Men, whd 
( I laid ) might alfi) juiUy be charged ^dl 
^eing in 'fixnc d^iee guilty of the lame 
Vke erf" making a Mxk Mt Sirii namclj^,- 
tiiofc who are really fenfible of the NeccC- 
fity of tme Repentance and Amendment; 
Jand yet at the pxfent ^icak Peace ta thcm- 
^Tes in the Pniftice <rf' Um^hteoufiiefi, 
or in the Injoymcnt of unlawful Pleafures : 
The ottfy Foundation 'fbeje can poffibly 
go upon, is an artificial Defign c^ fecti- 
iing to themfelves Both Worlds^ ^and of 
in^t>(nhg Afor; Happinels than either 
<jod or Nature! de%ned them ; h^ injoy- 
ing fecurely the Pleafures of Sin &x a 
S^fbn, and at the End by Repentance 
"obtaining thd Reward oi Virtue likewUe. 
■This is What the Apoftle calls, jRocMng of 
<5dd. Gal. vi.' 7 j and is indeed more tm- 
Jya mdcHf^ ot deceiving of ''tbttnfcUtL 

■Vol,. IlL Cc As 
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Seru.As will appear, if we proceed ntW, •«! 
^^y" the7&>^ place. 

y^''^ in. To confider, how Weak all the 
fmementioned Gnmndi or Reafans are, up> 
en which men are tempted to be guilty 
of the &veral Degrees of this Vice : anj 
con&quently how Great the Folly is of 
,A£ting upon thofe Grounds : Fools tnaie 
a Mock at Sin, And 

ly?, A s to that bigbe^ d^ee of Prth- 
Jane Mpcken^ who have m laber Hope to 
reft upon but that of jiibeifm and Lifi^ 
delity ; Tbeir FoUy is greyer than can 
be exprelTed in words, or than can right- 
ly be conceived by any Imagination. Foi; 
What is the State of fuch a perfon, when 
God takicth away hi$ SoulF Can he be 
Jwre that dierc is m God? or can he de- 
rtmjlraie to himfelf, that there will be 
no future ^te F The Hardieft IMeliever 
never yet jffetcndcd to have deman^ratiof 
in this caie. , And if be had, yet all the 
Comfort, all the Hopes, that could be 
built even upon That, would be but th? 
Hope of a Bcaft, the^Expe^htion of pe- 
riflung as if he had never been. But fince 
(here can be m fuch detponftration, on ■ 
the 
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the Ude of Atheilm ; the tonfcquent Pof-S b r. m. 
fibifiiy on the' :o/^r' fide, that dicrc may ^^^- . 
he z God, prcfves the FoHy of the pn>^^^'^ 
fime Modcer to be intolerakk j- the Pr'o- 
b&hiUty that ■ there w a God, ftill m- 
sreafes That Folly j the Certmnty^ the 
'Demonfiratimy 'AisA Acre cannot ittt ie a 
God, fliows it to be what Sohnim ele- 
gantly lets fiath in . that -accumulative ex- 
prcflion, Eccks..^\i. 2^y.tbe Wickednefe 
vf JW/)f, even of ^ooUftmtfs and Madnefe. 
For if tliere u a God, as the Works of 
Nature demraiAiate that there is ; both 
^afon itfe^ declares, ami' Revelation- 
folly confirms, ■ that he witt govern the 
Worid in R%hteou{hels, and uv the End 
^tdge every man according to his Works. 
That /eor Cftycaion of the Scc^fere mex\^^ 
tioncd by St PelsF^ 'that all things hkberta . 
conaniie as they were fi-om tfie , Begin- 
iiing of the Creation, and that therefore 
they neoer. will be; orfierwfe ; difcovers 
the cxtrennc Shortnels of Thofe mens Un- 
deiftandings, .who confider not that God 
with much long-fofiering ^ves men Space 
«f Repentance, and can as eafily judge the 
Woild tSsss a. Thou£u^ ye^xs as afttr 
Ct 3 One 
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Si«u.Oiw day's %ac& U^sn which 6^ df 
^yjj- his LocdV Comiiig, if any vridwd $if-< 
V^^Siant flatten bkfJHC ^ he will not ctme 
at aily ud iqpw That Aifiiiawt of Imp 
pinity haidens Hff^ ia his Impie^v 
/^ LcrJ of thai Stroant. wiH capie in- « 
ti^ wioi be hftttt mf far Urn, ani m 
tm bour that be is mt fimte tf^ imd.viU 
dtl bim tfuultr, and apf^nt bim bis fr" 
tim mtb tbe Hjfoeriuii ; lien Jhtk M 
v^eping aid ifftiitg if teelb. For, a 
m tbe days that vxn Itfate tbe J%o4 nU* 
^^e eating a^ dripi^ng, marrying and 
giving in marriage, iatii tbe day ibat 
Hub entred imt tbe drh ; And inem net 
until tbe Flood came, and.teUt tbm aU 
apaey : Aad^ ai it vm in. tbe. daft of Loti 
they did eati tbey drank, ibey ioigbt,: tb^ 
fiU, tbey fUMed, tbey Mlded; Baf tbf 
fame day tbat Imt item ee*. of Sodom, it 
rained fire and brin^me from Havett^ 
<mi dejtrtiyed tbem all; E»en tbm (&ysr 
our Ifiti ) JlaU it be, in lie Day wben tie! 
Son of llSat^ is revealed, St Ltdte xvB. 30. 
IJtea fiiatt the Lord amainte ungodly men 
«f all Ibeir bard and pro&ie SpeAbea 
vUdi tieybm fpeieii agaiufi Mm-^ Ani 
; .- . - the 
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die. wicked, iceii^ ^ Salvaxu>n of dieSERn^. 
ri^tteouG, Jball with, an^ijb of Spirit fay XVIf. 
within Aai^chis, {iu'tis el^aariy otpief- ^'^^ 
fed ui the BooS of Wifdm, ch. t. 4, ) We 
Fools accamtcd his Life Mxhefi, and Hi 
Eru/ to he loitkout Honour ; How is be 
mtmt^ed anung the dxldren of God, and l»o 
Ijfft is among the' Saints 1 

ztifyt As to tho& who cwBot aigno 
thcmielves into Infidelity, but ielieve the 
Cstainty of a fiiture Slate and of a Judg- 
ment: to come J and yet live vitionay, and 
continue ImpeniUli^ Upon a genetati bofi, 
and inanfiderate expiration, that Sin is 
left Jangema, and God more aercifiil^ 
than, the fteachers rf the Gofpel lepre- 
fent him.: The Folfy of making a awcfc 
at ETm is Jhii SeaJe, and upo» 7/« 
Groond; (whidi ie indeed nothing elfe, 
but tefdving to n^leff a mattal Difeafi 
as ai no Danger^ and to fliiit ones Eyes 
upon the Mouth of DeJIruSion! ) The 
F(dfy of This, Ifiyi is well reproved by 
the Andior of the Book of Eceks^ ch. xxi. 
I, M) Son, — ^Jee Jhm Sin as from- tie 

Baa of a Serfent \ for the Teeth there- 

tf are as the Teeth of a Lien Jhrpng the- 
...>:. Sealf 
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S c R u.Seuls of Mali "f^tL -^ iniqmty is as a 
XVII. taxhedged Jwrdy the tOarnds ivberet^ cat- 

^^^^^tut be healed. To 'im^;uie that God wiU 
be pkftied with an empty Fonn of God- 
lineis, and accept a Zeal for mere tizrau 
md DiJHiiBiem of ReUgion^ without true 
yirtue- tptd H^ntfs of lifi^ is, to be ib 
fooUfli as to think God more eafilf do- 
cdved, 'cvca than mortal Men. ; and that 
the hardier: of Hearts will be impoled 
upon with 9n .outward F/vfe^n of Scf- 
vice,, whidi ,even an Bartbly Superiv. 
woi\ld with ind^natjon rge£t XJttk 
children, &itb St Jebn, iet,,m mm deceive 
you : lie that. Tfodi rigiaee^hefs^ is rigb- 
itats. The Vain H<^ o£ tho(b .who. r^- 
ly cffi .9ny Other Foimdatmo,, is. afiedtioo- 
atcly ^^cribcd in the 5th chapter of the 
Book of mfdom, Ver.i^. . the .Ui^ rf 
the XJ^bdlyy is . lih Lh^ . that is klawn 
0way leith , the Wind y ^ie a thin Fretb, 
that is driven away with tie Storm ; Hie 
as the Smoke ivbi^ ft di/perjed Bert and 
there mib a Tempeft ; and paffcth a/way as 
■ the Rimeoih-ance of a Gaefit that torrietb 
hut a .(% .* But the Righteous kve for «w- 
morei there Reward aljo is v/ith the Lordr 
tpfd the Care of them is with the m^ ISgi- 
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-•3(/^and Ufily-j As to thofc who arcSiRM. 
troly fenfible of the indifpcnfeble Ncaf- ^^^^ 
fity of a Virtuous Ufe, and yet at the pre-"^^^^ 
feat ipeak Peac» to thcodHves in the 
Pradice of Unrighteovihds and in the,, 
injoyment of Unlawful Pleafures, upon 
an Intention of Repenting and Amending 
hereafter : The F^y of making a mock, 
at Sin in T^m fepfe, is the FoUy of Hay- 
ing uitb Death, and Sporting with De- 
firu^im : 'Tis the Folfy of letting flip 
opportunities, which poflibly,. nay, very 
probably, may never be retrieved: 'Tis 
the Folly ^oi provoking God to cut us off 
in his Wrath, and to aflign us our Portion 
among Hypocrites and Unbelievers. To 
conclude, 'Tis the Folly of JncapadtatiTig 
a man's -fclf mere and more for the doing 
of That, which yet is of abfolute Neccf- 
fity not to be left undone. For except 
we do eff^aUy repent and amend, and 
That fpeeily too, fo as to bring forth 
the Fruits of Virtue and Righteoufiiels, 
we muft inevitably perJlh : And yet the 
longer any man continues in Sin, the 
more difficult it becomes for him. to leave 
it off. For he grows hardened at' length 
through the Deceiifulnefe of Sin j and by 
being 
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SsRM.bdi^ l<mg acatjhm^ to Jt Eviiy it b&- 

XVII, comes in a manner ( figuratively and com^ 

''''"^'^^^paraUTCly Ijpeaking*) as diflkcdt for tato 

to leant to S vxU^ a£ for the Etbiopim 

to change bis SUji, er the leopard Hi 

Spots. The Prophet Jeremy moft de- 

gantly fets fordi the fam Difficulty in 

another Comparijbn, whetewith I (koM 

conclude ; ch. mi. 5, ^ tkoit haft run ■itifb 

Feetmen, tmd They hav^ wearied tbee^ then 

H<m canft tbm (mtend nisitb liorfisf And 

jf in the Land of Peace^ wherein thu 

trujiedfi, they wearied thee^ then How inik 

thm do in the SwelUng of Jv-dan ? ' 

That every Onctrf" Vs, may in Time 
ftX. about the Praflice of our Duty, be- 
fore oor. Feet ftumble upon the dark 
Moontuns, and tlK things that belong to 
our Peace be hid from our Eyes : CoAi 
oi his infinite mercy grant, &c. 



rheEndofVoullU 
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